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ne Aphids which appear in Spring are ex-
ily feinales, no maies being found till the

ra. It is not mcess ry, for the young fe.
a produced d1irbyi the Suramer to pair vith
rie. yet these !.a: go on producing each
y living young oeuvs ail )f which buome

1 ,rt time as fertile as their parent.
1.-s not couie within the province of this
1to describe more in detail the habits of
iuseets, but to those of our renders who

istd in this curious subjct ie nay re-
UMito the followinig acceziible works, in
3 tbey will find nuch valuable informa-

2:-
Frst and Second Report on the Noxious,
Bsileial, and other Insects of the State

York. By Asa Fitch. M D.
geris on Insects. New Edition.
z Farmers' Encyclopdia. Ly Cuthbert
jkhnson.
i English Cyclopedm.
:hens' Fariers' Guide.

Pquestion naturally arises, w'hy were these
.i so numerous during the present year?
tus is to be traced, very proiably, to the
,linary dryness of the spring months of

DAphis multiplies much faster in a dry sea-
thin in one which is humid ; like the red

and many other destructive insects, it is
i of a warm and dry atmosphere. The
..bof May was extremely dry, and the quain.
ufrain recorded at the Toronto Observatory
,dy one third of tbe average which has
sir that month for twenty two years.
h miionth of June was also remarkably dry,
wunt of rain whieh fell reaching only one
f the average of twenty-tvo years, and it

tie dryest June which lias occurred during
entire period in which observations have

made at Toronto. Fortunately for the
tsand other crops July was extremely wet,
nearly double the average fall of rain, so

nt only were the crops pushied forvard by
usual moisture of the earth, but an innu-

ca host of insects were washed off the
.of the growing crops by the heavy and
'uous fail of rain. 13Y tie most unusual
providential fall of rain in that month the
iplication of the Aphis was arrested and the
sof the country saved. It will be noticed
rhiout Canada, that in general the fall wleat
hen harvested at an average time of the
-he spring crops are later than is common
ni. The fall wheat was sustained during
ong drouglt by the great amount of mois-
m the soit at the advent of sprine, from the
SOf snow and rain which fell in February

I nrh. In Marci we had one inch more
and nearly ten inches more snow than the
e of twenty-two years.

teretardation in the growth of spring crops
§ from the dryness of May and June has
bly been of immense value to the country

in destroying the Midge. That this insect was
very abundant in many parts of Canada duriug
the present year there is no reason to doubt;
observations in many different quarters have re.
corded its presence in infinite numbers, but the
fly appeared before the whcat was ready to re-
ccive it, and its eggs werc deposited where there
was no suitable foou for the young worms when
hatched; myriads would consequently die for
wait of food, and therefore we may look upon
the uiiunuually dry spring of 1862 as having been
a blessing of incalculable value to the Canadian
Farmier by destroying oxne ofthe worst and most
widely o'stributed enemies of his wheat crops.
The naggots of the Midge vere also seen in vast
numbers li the fall wheat, but generally it was
too far advanced for them to injure it to auy
considerable ext it. The fall vheat was sud-
denly pushed forward by the July rains (which
at the sanie destroyed the Aphis) and the Midge
could not penetrate the chaff or sheath to de-
posit its eggs, or if it succeeded in penetrating
ithe gern the 3oung woris were hatched after
the grain had been formed. Although this year
lias been o of nost exceptional character in
relatioi to the distribution of snow and rain, yet
when viewed in the proper light it will afford a
striking illustration of that vise and imerciful
beneficence which disposes and adjusts ail things
for some excellent purposes, which do not ap-
pear to our eyes until the object for which the
disposition was made is attained, and sometimes
not even thon.

The following table from the records of the
Provincial Observatary lias been kindly furnish-
ed by Professor Kingston-an e±aminatiov of
its contents will show the extraordinary charac-
ter of May Julie and July of the present year.

May. June. I July.
Mean Temp'rature 1862 52.17 60.52 J 66.70
Average for 22 years 51.39 61.36 66.85
Differcuce froin average , xO. 781 -01 -

Inches. Inches. (iches.
Deptl of Rain, 1862 . 1.427 1.007 5.344
AN erage of 22 years .. 3.241 3.100 3.490
Difference fron average -1.814 -2.093 x1.854

Days. Days. Days.
No. of Rainy days 1862 8.0 10.0 15.0
Average of 22 years .. 11.3 11.9 10.0
Difference from average -3.3 -1.9 x5.0

May, 1862, was mild, and extremely dry, but
it was thrice supassed in that respect: it only
records one-third of the average depth of rain.

June, 1862, -was comparatively cold and ex-
trenely dry, the depth of rain recorded only
reacled one-third of the average; it was abso-
lutely the driest June during the last i3 years.

Jutly, 1862, was comparitively cold and ex-
tremely wet, showing nearly the double the aver-


