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there is no doubt that a complete explo-
ration of this section of country would
prove pregnant with advantages to the,
province and interest te the lovers of
what is curious and instructive.

Socially and morally this county stands
high. The people are industrious, so-
her and intelligent. The most uninvit-
ing preinises we witnessed during our
stay in this county were the court houe
and gaol. From their appearance, and
the grouads around thei, one vould b

inchned te conclude that the People do
not delight in litigation,-not a bad sign
of prosperity.

The school houses present the appear-
ance of taste ; and froin the publisled
reports it is evident education is on the
increase. The teachers are said to con-
tinue a greater nunber of years in one
school than they do in soine other sec-
tions of the country-which is a good
sign of progress in this department.

PRACTICABILITY OF SELF-EDUCATION.
T-.Ir Self-eiucation is practicable,

must appear from various sources. So
evident, indeed, is this fact that the pur-
pose of fhis chapter is illustration rather
than argument. Aceording to the view
just exhibited, it assumes the character
of a self-evident truth, and as such de-
mands investigation but not proof. The
following are the principal sources re-
lied upon for suppurting the position
here taken.

1. 7 he nature of education. Educa.
tion is the effect of mental industry di-
rected te the acquisition of science.-
Now we must ada.it that self-education
is practicable, or deny that the mmd is
cai*ble of thxnking withoat the aid of a
teacher.

4. Faculties of the mind. These are
natural endowments, brought to perfec-
tien, like our physical powers, without
the aid of human culture, and operating
intuitively with unimprovable esactness,
Such facuities place education within the
reach of all, and make the custumary fa-
cilities for learning inatters of mere- con-
venience, which may safely be dispensed
vithi whenever circumstances require.

Powers of this instinctive and pre-exist-
ent character cannot exist with mental
vassalage except upon the côndition of
voluntary acquiescence on the part of
their possessor.

2. Co-idition under which all original
scien!ifc pursuits are prosecuted. I speak
not now of acquisitions made at school,
for in these institutions neither student
nor teachers often ain at originality.
But ihere are other if not higlie- Intel-
lectual researches constantly devolved
upon the mind under circumstances
which do not admit of the aids of super-
vision. Not to mention that we are

ushered intoa world where much of our
success even in common affairs depends
upon our own unaided powers of obser-
vation, it is obvious that every scientific
improvement must be the effect of self-
direoted exergy. That whicu is not
known cannot be taught; therefore, if
we have anything new in science, it vill
be the result of original and independ-
ent efforts. Could aill be satisfied with
things as they now are, and yield them-
selves to one unvarying course of in-
struction, then the mmd miglt always
be guided by authority, and the schools
would become the chief dispensers of
knowledge. But this cannot be. Sci-
ence musi advance beyond its present
position, and every step of its progress
i ill be the trinmph of individual genus
over the didactic art. Our. schools do
not originate science, and the different
branches taught in them are contribu-
tions from the intellectual wealth of the
solitary student. Instruction is conf;n-
ed te principles already estabhlshed, and
pupilage censes where invention begins.
Hence it follows that self-education is as
practicable as the searcli for truth, and
every science is a monument of its suc-
cess.

4. Incomp-tency of schools to firmsh
the requisite knowledge. That literary
and scientific institutions can teacli what
they profess to teach, we have no doubt;
that much of what they teach is pro-

*found and useful, it would be folly to
-deny. Still there are departments of
knowledge in which they are obviously
unable to afford instruction, because the
attaininents of those who would be pu-
pils are far in advance of those who must
be teachers. What college or univer-
sity could have instructed Copurnicus


