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i here bring into comparifon, Thompfon having wrote
nothing of the nature of his ethics or fatires. It may
be faid, that their comparative merits, even in defcripti-
on, cannot but with difficulty be afcertained, the one
having wrote in blank verfe the other in rime. Itis
true that Thompfon has the advantage of not being fet-
tered by rime, but to excel in blank verfe, in my opini-
on, requires a far more poetical fancy as well as greater
ftrength of imagination than are requifite to pleafe in
rime, where corre@nefs of numbers often pafles on the
generality of rcaders for every thing. I cannot avoid
making this avowal however it may operate againft my-
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§ d Before I began this Poem I read Pope’s Windfor-
Forreft and Dr. Goldfmith’s Deferted Village, with the

~i view of ehdeavnnring, in rtn‘ne degreﬂy to catch their
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manner of writing; as fingers in country-churches in
England, to ufe a fimple mufical comparifon, modu-
late their tones by the prelufive found of a pitch-pipe.
How far I have fucceeded I muft leave to my readers to
determine; trufting, however, for a favourable decifion
t more to their good-nature than to my deferts.
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