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of the humane repugnance of His Majesty’s Government to
expose others to a like fate; but I was enabled to show
satisfactorily that, in the proposed course, similar dangers were
not to be apprehended, while the objects to be attained were
important at once to the naval character, scientific reputation,
and commercial interests of Great Bitain ; and I received
directions from the Right Honourable Earl Bathurst to make
the necessary preparations for the equipment of the Expe-
dition, to the command of which I had the honour to be nomi-
nated. '

My much valued friend, Dr. Richardson, offered his services
as Naturalist and Surgeon, and also volunteered to undertake
the survey of the coast between the Mackenzie and Coppermine
Rivers, while I should be occupied in endeavouring to reach
Icy Cape.

Lieutenant Bushnan, who had served under Captains Ross
and Parry on their voyages of discovery, was also appointed to
accompany me; but; long before the party was to leave Eng-
land, I had to lament the premature death of that excellent
young officer, who was eminently qualified for the situation, by
his skill in astronomical observations, surveying, and drawing.
Many naval officers, distinguished for their talent and ability,
were desirous of filling the vacancy ; but my friend and former
companion, Lieutenant Back, having returned from the West
Indies, the appointment was offered to him, and accepted with
his wonted zeal. ‘ . :

Mr. E. N. Kendall, Admiralty Mate, and recently Assistant




