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come to unknown j^rief in the gulf

he had discoverecl. Wonderful
were the courage and self-denial of

the handful of hardy pioneers who
firdt stockaded a fortalice on that

forbidding coast, where they had
to fetch th(! timber by ships from
afar and bore into the frozen ground
with gigantic gimlets. The illimit-

able wastes around, still known as

the Barren Grounds, were intensely

depressing. The silence was sel-

dom broken, save by the screams

of the seafowl flying landward be-

fore a storm. The musk-ox—more
of a sheep by the way—was the

only animal of any size that made
its home there. The wolf, the

moose, or the reindeer would some-

times stray thither in the short

summer, but they were always

prompt to quit with the first

sprinkling of the snows. The set-

tlers had cut themselves loose from
society and civilisation. Still the

communications with the depots at

Fort York, Fort Albany, and Fort
jNIoose are only kept up by a single

annual vessel, and if the arrival is

unduly delayed, the lonely garrisons

in fear of starvation are in a fever
' xiety. Even as fur-preserves

heaven - forsaken territories

> o.- i not compare "ith the wealth

of the vast sub-Arctic forests lying

farther to the south, which stretch

northward from the Saskatchewan,
down the valleys of the Mackenzie
and Fraser rivers, with their

swamps and muskegs, where all

fur - bearing animals, from the

beavers and grey foxes down to

the musk-rats, had from time im-

memorial multiplied in security.

Yet from these small beginnings

the Company expanded till it had
annexed a territory as large as

Europe. That is, of course, but
an approximate guess, for those

wastes will never be surveyed.

But when compelled to transfer

its domains to the Canadian Dom-

importa
inion, it owned everything froii V.i
the Arctic circle to the Red River .. *^

including Labrador, Prince Ru ^^^^

pcirt's Land, what are known nov '

the North -West TerritoriesP**^"*'.*"as

British Columbia, and Vancouver^^Sa?'!"

Island. The expansion and tli^.'''^^
'"

display of British spirit were i; ,

.^^

some respects more marvellous ii

their way than that by whic, ^f.
^'

another great commercial con' . ^
pany gave England the empir * ^

of India. Olive and those wli ..^ ^"
followed in his footsteps, stillVr. '

^^'^

ing their native levies with mer. . ,
*/

handfuls of disciplined troop' .7 ^

scattered countless hosts of wu ^^

like Orientals. The fur-hunteij'J^"^."'

had to contend with the forces ( . .^

nature, with immense distance,. °'

with utter desolation, and tli .

^^^^^

cruel severity of the climate. Y( . ^ ^j

the wilderness was not absolutef j^/i
unpeopled— when the OompaiiT™.. . f

sold their territory the other da .

!""

they were believed to have 100,01?"'*^"*^^

native subiects in that vast o , ,*
j .1 .• v'herehaipanse—and the natives were na,,

urally inclined to resent their inv

sion. As they advanced their unci,
"*"°"

fined frontiers, they had to intrem .
""^^^

their positions. The Hudson ]ji**>"emit3

post was not only an outlyir " ^^
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trading station, but the symbol . ,.

the strong Company's contiauit' . '

It was backed up by an unknot
• 1 • DOn a u

and mysterious power ; and it wrj-xi .j

by prestige that the two or thr „ , Y
\ K i-u I. ic J naugh 11

whites, with some hair-dozen , °,

half-breeds by way of bodyguat , ®.

held their own among the scatter-^ " *

tribes. To begin with, two . »

these posts were established . .

the shores of James and Huds ^^
Bays. These were to be the pi

manent bases of operations. il ,'

1869 there were upwards of l.„i
occupied and garrisoned by nt ^^ .

chief factors and chief trade^J^
150 clerks, and 1300 inferL^„ , ,

servants. The posts were i^ii-||g(j u
or less formidable according to t
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