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A Page of Miscellany From Sundry Sources a-=^=w=-®
Root on Present Problems turn. A third taan was deepatr^ed I districts secure nearly as many tors 

with them and succeeded In m;ik las Were, obtained when the territory 
the trip through to the Crossing, f was almost entirely unvisited hy white 
which point the mail is sent 6u ^ men. There is no game law to re- 
Athabasca Landing. strain the native race, but natural

The two steamers which ply the conditions have served ip protect the 
Peace are known as the Peace River bur-hearing animals from extermfna- 
and the St. Charles. The former, tion, and very large quantities of val- 
owned and operated t>y the Hudson’s uable furs 
Bay company, is a stern wheeler, one station.
hundred and twenty-five feet long and The country in ail directions from 
well finished throughout. The St. the Fort, except Ip its immediate viein- 
Charles, a propeller sixty feet long, is lty and along the river, has never been 
controlled by the mission of the Ro- traversed by white men, and. the na- 
man Catholic Church. Both run from ture of it is to sbme extent a matter 
Vermilion Falls to the Rockies, a dis- of surprise.
tance of five hundred miles, the Peace During the last session Of the Do- 
being navigable for that distance. The minion House it was determined to foe- 
steamers are of a superior class, and gin an experimental station In the vl- 
the acommodation is much better than cinity. Supplies for this purpose have 
might be expected in so remote a por- already been forwarded and the work 
tion of the country. is under way. Many scientific tests

Although the country has become in will be made during the current year, 
recent years more accessible, it is stat- It is already known that the soil in 
ed that the Indian hunters in certain much of the country is excellent, that

there is an abundance of timber, so 
of it suitable for manufacture, an 
that there is. much territory adapted 
naturally for ranching purposes.

At the time of the last general elec­
tion an overland trip to the Fort was 
made In record-breaking time 
returning officer of the district drove 
with horses from Edmonton to the 
Peace River Grossing, four hundred 
miles, in seven days and four hours, 
and from the Crossing to Fort Vér- 
milioh, with dogs, in five days, three 
hundred miles., On the return trip the 
journey from the Fort to the Crossing 
Occupied one additional day. 
doubtful if the journey in winter has 
ever been made in shorter time.

It is believed that the entire area as 
far north as, Port Vermilion will 
eventually be^pebplâd:,','eatH,é''cah be 
raised in all portions of the country, 
and It is axiomatic that wherever cat­
tle can be raised White 
eventually live.—Hope F. M. Ross.

Drink the Curse of Russia
me
ind

The Secretary of State for the Unit­
ed Stated, Hon. Eliiiu Root, whose visit 
to Canada a few mon

the vast complication of life upon which 
they are how entering.

The views of Mr. OoldwLu 
partyism find 
“Political parties, 
merely the best and most practical way 
in which the operation of popular gov­
ernment can be carried cm, but they 
furnish the only way to carry on these 
operations so far as we can judge from 
the experience of the world up 
time.” The best way, therefore, 
further the interests of popular gov­
ernment is to join one of the political 
parties, and the more intelligent, more 
active a man is the greater should his 
influence be on the country through his 
party. There never was a party organi­
zation or “machine” which* could not 
at any time be turned out of power If 
the rank and file of the party chose to 
turn them out.

• Mr. Root's concluding chapter bears 
the significant title “The Grounds for 
Encouragement.” Among these are 
greater activity in the control. of cor­
porations, due to a demand from the 
people for a higher degree of business 
mdrality; a lessening Of adherence to 
the principle of the spoils system, and 
the innate good sense and wholesome 
living of the people, and a comparison' 

i with the inhumanity and corruption of 
a century ago leads to this observation:

“When we reflect that these condi­
tions existed so late as during the lives 
of the men. who signed the American 
Declaration of independence, and draw 
a comparison with the conditions exist­
ing today through the development of 
the same political institutions, under 
the- control of the same race, in Eng­
land* in the United States, in Canada 
and Australia, we cannot fail to real-' 
ize that the évolution of self-govern­
ment has been accompanied by 
ing progress, not only in material pros­
perity. but in honesty, in humanity and 
in the capacity to maintain order apd 
to do justice that leads to the higher 
intellectual and spiritual life of man­
hood.”

“The country’s future.” he concludes, 
“with. its blessings br its misfortunes, 
with its happiness or its misery, its 
progress-or its decadence, depends upon 
all of us, and it depends upon each one 
of us.”

"The consumption of alcoholics Is 
growing by leaps and bounds In Rus­
sia,” says the St.

“Of the total ordinary inco~-o 
pected this year by the Ru?«i " 
ernment not less than a thin 
000,000 out of $1,087,500,000 
brought in by the 
monopoly and excises and cu 
ties on liquors. But the gros- 
of the state railways, $:>4t 
which is more than balanc 
operating expenses, is incV 
above total of income. T\ 
sum the government’s on! 
are calculated at $843,00' 
liquor taxes supply no ; 
per cent of these. Subtra 
timated expenses of opera;, 
lection, $100,000,000, the 
drunkenness will balance t: 
vice list, the expenses of th 
the imperial household, an. 
for the orthodox churcl 
words pay practically all 
expenses of the Imperial 
excepting the army and n. 
public, debt.

“If the douma deputies wh 
Viborg after the first di.^oi 
begun a temperance 
of issuing a futile appeal to 
payment of diréct taxes, of no i 
tance, and to risk being shot >- 
dining to serve in the „rmv. the his 
tory of Russia might haw r-n chang­
ed* The government would h. ivr- been 
crippled until new taxes cm:id haw. 
devised. The wiseacres shook t v - 
heads when this was proposed, de 
ing the peasants could not do Wit 
vodka, but experience speaks agam-t 
them. A number of years ago a v-rr 
perance movement took deep root jn 
some of the northern proving until 
the government stopped the 
the Orthodox clergymen who

Smith on 
no support In Mr. Root 

“■he says, “are not
the ago is still 

remembered with great pleasure in this 
country, has just published a - small 
volume on a political subject which will 
further exalt him in the estimation of 
him many admirers. The present work 
is called “The Citizens’ Part in Govern­
ment” (Mew York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons) and is made up of four lectures 
delivered at Yale in the Responsibili­
ties of Citizenship series. The 
tents of these pages reveal Mr. Root as 
an intense student of • popular govern­
ment, with an appreciation pf its de­
fects, but withal an optimist whose 
views are a tonic compared 
works of Upton Sinclair and <many other 
sociological writers of the present > day.

In brief the chapters of this book 
are an appeal to the best citizens 
bestir themselves politically or the gov­
ernment will fail. into the hands of the 
ignorant and the corrupt and remain 
there. The same warning has been uti­
tered by Bryce and nearly every other 
writer on the American constitution. 
Everyone admits it is true, but the pur­
suit of wealth is all-engrossing until 
a real crisis in government faces thé 
people of the republic, and then, be it 
said to their credit, their punitive- ac­
tions are not performed in any half 
measure.

In his earlier pages Mr. Root com­
plains that a large part of mankind 
still regard the government as some­
thing apart from the main business of 
life. As a fact comes to all; if it is 
good, success comes according to cap­
acity and courage, 
most fertile parts of the earth have 
been for centuries wilderness and des­
ert, because of bad government, while 
under good government industry and 
comfort flourish on the most sterile soil 
and under the most rigorous climate.”

A century ago nearly all the people 
In the United States lived on farms 
and supplied their own needs, 
one third of the people live in cities. 
Many people think the American experi­
ment in government has been success- 

So it has under simple conditions, 
Mr. Root admits, but it remains to be 
seen whether -it will stand thé strain of

The Petersburg 
pondent of the N. Y. Post. “ 
stricken provinces sell the public dole 
to buy vodka. The consumption per 
capita has increased tenfold In forty 
years. My ■ province, Samara, has 
drunk enough In twenty-five years to 
buy all the land there and half the 
next province besides. The half-bil­
lion dollars spent foe vodka and other 
drinks means five billion half-bottles 
of vodka or its equivalent; that Is five 
billion drunken é days a year, for the 
peasant drinks only to get drunk. No 
laws, no schools, no teaching of bet- 

tillage, no tools or machines, no 
liberties, no gifts of land can lift the 
peasants out of the mire as long as 
the prosperity of the state is depend­
ent on the debasement of the people. 
Every dollar spent for drink costs the 
consumer ten.

“Go into the fields and see who is 
Prematurely aged man, a 

debilitated woman, children with 
order to protect it from the Austrians ?n*»VYed 0X1113 an<* le«s* The able- 
it was buried by a band of patriots in -uuied can be found near the vodka 
a forest, where it lay concealed for l!spe?sary‘ Consider the Chttle that 
nearly fifty yéars. neglect, the tools and household

It was then dug up from its hiding- ®tuff destroyed, the villages burned 
place, much the worse for its extra- , wn by thousands by drunken care- 
ordinary experiences, and ; conveyed to ^essb®ss, the aching day by day mis- 
the Hungarian capital. Since then the ery °.r Russian household with its 
crown of Hungary has not figured so ceaseI®ss brawls and brutality, the 
conspicuously in the romance of younK men contemptuously defiant of 
stolen royal emblems. parental restraint, the robberies, mur-

Other crowns have been stolen at ^15'ars?n’ and the mob riots all 
different times, amongst them that of ?*emp,fe~~"it 18 all a Part of the
Scotland. When that country was in- 4 ne^ name for Father
vaded by the English, under Cromwell, :SL„ipk has been coined in the 
the crown, with all the other royal ,„hey . a*e u°w ‘old devils/
regalia» was : removed for- safety to wnZa+ * had be®n ✓made by our 
'JDuimottar Castle. ebfmy they could not have been

Finally the invaders captured Edin- ?ost
and When they weA laying gfant ^nnot Wt /lr and S 

siege tw Dunnottar the defender of that dwarf. aglle
Place was Urged to glVe’up the crown 
and other • property, so that ft could 
be concealed from the English; In some 
remote castle: In the Highlands!

This thé offlçer refused to do, and, 
consequently, a' plan for stealing the 
precious Jewels was devised by a 
daughter pf the Earl of Mar, which 
was successfully carried out b'ÿ the 
•wife -of -thé minister oT TOneff, à" par­
ish four or five miles distant from 
Dunnottar. • • •- •. •; /
s> From the ÉngUsh .general, she ob­
tained permission to visit Dunnottar; 
and, with the crown concealed in her 
dress, she mounted her horse for the 
return journey, "being helped into the 
saddle by. the English general him­
self!' Her maid foIRwed ,0U WOTwith 
the sword and , sceptre secreted in 
bundles of llfii, which la was pretend­
ed were to "be spun- into thread:

They passed safely through the Eng­
lish lines, and on arriving at Kineff 
the crovup, with, the other articles, was 
burled by .theegntitef ne« 
churchyard. He .aftqrWs 
careful recordW their isi 
In case of hlSSaearo. 
friends should >noW- whet©£tijr find 
them. It only remhUjl- to' V» h*ld that 
they were In due course recovered "from 
their grave arid returned .to- Qie Scot­
tish capital.—London Tit-Bits. -
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1 ordinary 
governmentWhen State Jewels Have Been Stolen

The sensational discovery of the United States. The others subsequent- 
disappearance from Dublin Castle Of ly come to light in Belgium, and were 
the precious regalia of the Order of ultimately restored to their original 
St. Patrick Is a most eloquent remind- purpose.
" “j* even the mo8t j«alous!y-guafd- Perhaps the crown of Hungary has 
the J/=e undergone more vicissitudes than any
tiuevZi1 fle8lsna ot clever- enterprising other European crown. A long time 
tnieves, ago, owing to, the extinction of the

m®6' y6a^8 T31'1';6/1}.6 re" roya! male Une, there were several 
Tf)wer®f Londoh had a candidates for the Hungarian throne; 

narrow escape from the fate which has and eventually the diet" bestowed thA ££ttMVha,t 01 the °r; crown ™ toefr ^
a ^ot wlth^roe ktodr^roirtaano Havlnr been persuaded to appear in 
torious rascal, known to^history as publlc ln hl* coronation robes, with the 
Colonel Thomas Blood, induced the crfwn on his head the new sovereign 
keeper of- - the crown jewels to admit a Wo oped dowh>up<m and carried 
him and his confederates to view ttaeffL. vifayrn

thrust into- his mouth, and an iron th£ m,a8lnS. crown, 
hook fixed to his nose. These impédl- To-, effect this jjurpose; Otto made 
meats fulling to quieten him, he was W way Into Bdhefepr disguised 
knockedidown: and stabbed, the thieves merchant, discovered the precious 

mediately making oft with the crown, and started back to his king-
crown and globe. ........ doth with It concealed m, a cask slung

Nest- imometit the keeper, who had ?â5?î î?er °î a wagon. In., the course 
en knocked senseless, regained con-',

hldlb caused the cask to fall into a 
It was only, fished .but 

U0th great difficulty, but .Its adven- 
tûroà .were ended for a time with- Its 
arrival in Hung

Thé next persoUMo tamper with the1 
crown was the wl*w of King Albert. 
Aided by one of heif ladles she stitch­
ed It up in a cushion and smuggled It 
across the River Danube Into German 
territory, where she herself sought re--

moveme:

“The fairest and

amaz-

Now mouths of 
started it.

ful Walter in New York Restaurant- 
We do not serve half portions 
persons, sir. Patron—Yes,
only you charge for a full one.—Life,

Limit Reached in Big Vessels The Sorrows of Ireland”as a

im
Close upon the announcement that 

the two biggest steamships ln the 
world, the Mauritania and Lusitania, 
would go into commision soon between 
America and Europe, came the 
nouncement that the biggest locomo­
tive in the world had been completed 
and would be used to dràg the pon­
derous eighteen-hour trains of thé 
Pennsylvania railroad across the Alle­
gheny mountains on the whirling trip 
between New York and Chicago. From 
the 200-foot trans-atlantic liners of 
40 years ago, the Mauritania and Lusi­
tania, ,each of them nearly 800 feet in 
length, mark the 
size of the steamship ; while from the 
eight-ton locomotive that Stephenson 
evolved ln 1826, the mogul engine of 
the Pennsylvania of 1907;’with a. total 
weight of. Î04 tone, marks the evolu­
tion in locomotive construction.

Just where the limit Will be reached 
in the size of ocean liners and locomo­
tive engines is a matter that1 is great- 
interesting the thinking people of the 
twentieth century. Hand-in-hand with 
the Increase in the bulk of steamships, 
the fifty years that have passed since 
the British steamship Persia crossed 
the Atlantic from Queenstown to New 
York in nine days aryl set the world 
wondering, the harbors of the world 
have had to be deepened, the channels 
widened, thé wharves lengthened, and 
the océan cleared of obstruction to 
navigation which half a century ago 
would have passed uhnoticed.

The steamships of today would not 
have been able to come into many 
harbors had they been in commission 
twenty years ago. While some of the 
world’s deepest and most perfect har­
bors have never been dredged out, for 
the simple reason that they have al­
ways been deep enough; the majority 
of these deep and natural harbors are 
In parts of the world where they are 
of little use for the world’s commerce, 
as exemplified by the monster ocean 
liners nécessary to transport the thou­
sands of passengers who travel from 
continent to continent today. In. the 
same manner would the Mauritania 
and Lusitania be unable to enter many

of the harbors of the world, and very 
few indeed that would any way be 
advantageous to transatlantic com­
merce. Rio Janiero, for example, has 
a harbor deep enough for any steam­
ship, even if it drew half again as 
much 'water as the new liners..But this 
port would have little advantage to 
offer vessels df their size. Acapulco, 
in Mexico, is another naturally deep 
harbor; but the big liner would get 
no benefit in calling at that port. 
Against these deep, but unimportant, 
harbors are the more important, but 
less convenient ones of Cherbourg, 
Plymouth, Liverpool, Queenstown, and 
New York.
“ Until the new ’Ambrose channel in 
Npw York harbor has been Complet­
ed the new ship* with their; immense 
draft, must'exercise the greatest care 
Id 'entering and leaving that port. They 
each draw about thirty-five feet of 
water loaded,1 and there Is scarcely 
thirty-four feet of water at Sandy 
Hook across the bar at low -tide.

The limit in trans-Atlantic steam­
ship construction depends entirely up­
on the depth of the terminal harbors 
between which the great vessels ply. 
Ships of greater draft than the Maur­
itania and Lusitania may be built; 
but the harbors where these vessels 
may touch must be deepened and the 
channels widened to accommodate 
them. One reason for one of the big 
steamship lines inaugurating a South­
ampton service is that the company: 
intends to build larger ships than it 
has hitherto, and cannot eepd these 
monsters to Liverpool with any degree 
of safety, owing to the comparatively 
poor facilities for docking such large 
craft. The Southampton docks, on the 
contrary, afford every facility for 
docking the greatest of ocean steam­
ships. . Cherbourg, an important har­
bor of France, is inaccessible to ships 
of the draft of most of the modern 
transatlantic liners, and these have to 
transfer their passengers ashore by 
means of tenders. The same Is the 
case with many of the harbors of the 
Mediterranean, where tenders are em­
ployed between the liners and the 
wharves.

f. 4 e xbook* Economics for ’ Irish education Is reallv a shanw i? 
thaSlchari« AltL a11 ev.e,nts not °P«“ to the Irish people may no/have mind and 
IH»h oftan„ justly made against will, what use can education hi m
rather on „ t,hat they err them'? - Men without legs do not h,-
abuiifi WhZh„„ d.e, of aduiation than of boots.’1 The author's opinion of 
teteT 11-Hq.ea,t,lons ®r national char- United Irish League and its achiev- 
Irlahnuan “?,dar ,dl“uf“B*t” is an I meats may be gathered from h“ com- 
aliet ”2i?H^r0:ely 1jnbued with Nation- ment on the sequel of a boycotting ca= ■ 
5™t ««ntlments and anti-British preju- He says he is old enough to remnmh r 
«cording ?o1hWdll^ïnai1 ^thoHc, and, how kind the peasants could bl to 

Patriot* Sift tl5=tS’n,a,th?roush"S0" another evan luring their quarrels, tie lakfeart.?-.-a eh'cf characterls- now organization directed by priests 
and the'reslu lî thUeflLn.Chl,1?8 aandor: and their politicians takes the place of 
chure* thé nnL1H,eth *>thls llve,ly bro- ' humanity, and they leave a poor old 
givta to th. ééé™. ,?£ se^eral years man- to- be burnt ln her loneliness

rw/JL th® observation and study of ashes untended through the nights -mi îî^*IP?fh probIem’ ,s not likely to at-{her soul to the canoSs of nolfticaj 
m°Te 1 tb^ .y* 'former pub-! pedlenCy; in return orgati^zatiw

oriticigm of ■ acts of parliament to pass the.wnev-1 
^ Irishmen though a Ro- ship of the land from, one set ot m- 

ln tbe. working’ capables to a set still more incapab>” 
rîïMh ST?wfi2lCalis5? the great barrier to, For the rival systems which have aris-n 

Progress. He believes is democ- to compete with the United Irish League 
IfïH*'rtrtinrd £‘that It la incompatible “Pat” has a half pitying, half contemp- Sk Sy Priestly domination, but'tuous appreciation. He does not believe
JJ™- the political organizations which with the Gaelic league that “Ireland is 

up ln Its atmosphere. “The he says, has developed “its own type of 
country, he says, “is necessarily com- politician, largely female and fevoh;- 
mitted to the democratic destiny, but tionary, keeping Ireland under the die- 
democracy is practicable only so far as advantages of rebellion without the 
opinion is free, ’ while in Ireland “au- smallest possibility of any of its ad- 
tnoTlty takes the place of free opinion Vantages.” A movement “—v 
and precludes the, thought on which never touched the peasantry. 
pp*Pl°h *Pp8t be founded" to be of bene- which the growth is ‘limited precisely 
fit in political affairs.” by the will of the priest.” was for -
; ppite of Nationalist majorities, Iro- doomed to failure. “As the Gaelic 
land remains practically unrepresented, 
because the so-called

sciouimeae,: trod, hearing his shouts, 
his daughter rushed'- out, screaming, 
"Treason-! treason! 
stolen.” The i thieves Were ' speedily 
run down and, notwithstanding resis­
tance, were captured- with the jewels 
in their possession. i-,"'-' •

With. the insolence all his own, 
Blood boasted that it Was *‘a bold bid 
for a crown/: and refused' to make any 
confession except -to thy ^tng' te per-1 

..The • effeminate curiosity of 
Charlek, IT, Secured not only admission

Scion 
Irish 

which 
ten.

ditch.an- tpe- efowh 4s:

till!

son. Jugs.
When pressed for 

raised nearly 3.000 < 
crown. Which shoos® 
peror 
lost ’

‘buting
gradual Increase in .ready cash, she 

Seats upon the 
aged to the Bm- 
ntlesa Bves were

.e-enrakr- ■« ,■ ™- #•
could ;be recovered and restored to 
Hungary, but onéé again there it was 
locked Up. hi. a strong fortress and 

d uight and day.
. For the space ot a couple of cen­
turies , tpe crown had" a comparatively 
quiet, ÿltîe, though at the time of the 
revolution it had » narrow escape. In

to the-.royal presence, but a pa 
and a, «ward, for, his daring, & ; 
estates» Worth iS 500 a year, w

ng *Oe

25,000 a

ie daring
Holland,

said , -lo have ? cost £ 1 
seveèty-iHve 
ili i "'nii §|
■by hurirters. For nearly » eêupie of 
years they'had K In their possession; 
and eventually some of the gems from 
it were- found near Brooklyn, in the

Uch theis le a 
that_ „ JPPI

IVe years ago, actually un- 
the indignity of being stolen orguarde

*

Germany Seeks Control of Wireless
Germany Ts m^ktog a bold bid for lattd^ twenty in Italy, nineteen in Can- and thereby safeguarding national in- 

the control of wireless telegraphy adaw-seven in thts^-United States; two tereata, gave -way. to Germany on al- 
throughout the world, whêreby a dan- Egypt, ofle lh^bTîâtid, and one in most every essential point.

strenuous efforts now being mads by ^hipping Agemw,-'The strategic im- sent, of the British dstegation. The 
a powerful syndicate of German, cap!- able °f tffe®e.r'*tat‘ons % Incalcul- tenps of this convention, wljtch will
talists to purchase the controlling fin- The Marconi company, to- preserve Marconi stations^n ^ver^he0 wort/'to 
anclaj. Interest in the Marconi Wire- }ts own predominBjice, refuses to al- accept' and transmit messages from 
less Telegraph company,, as well, as in ‘°w these stations to communicate Telefunken and other rival foreign 
all the dependent companies founded with other stations where any rival sj stems.
and controlled by -the parent Marconi system of wireless telegraphy is util- The Convention thus arbitrarily de­
concern. ». Ized. This is disastrous to the- Ger- prives the British

The capture of the .world-wide Mar- man system of wireless telegraphy, dominance which ' 
coni ■. organization by the Germans known as Telefunken, owned by thu confers immense benefits^ on foreign 
would inevitably result in disastrous German WirèleSs Telegraph company, competitors In the realni of wireless 
conjequences from the point of , view A ship fitted--wlfh a Telefunken ap- telegraphy, 
of imperial defence. The possession paratus cannot communicate with any Our German competitors, w 
of the controlling financial Interest In Ship fitted with -ihe Marconi appara- derstandlng the chagrin of th. 
the Marconi companies would mean tue, or with any station on land work- coni company at the inexplicable ac-
the succMsful conclusion zof a long and. ed lyr the Marconi company. Ships tion of the British government in
persistent German campaign to wrest fitted -with the Tslpfunken system are agreeing to an 'International conven- 
*rom Great Britain our predominance time cut off from commutiicatlon with tion of this character, resolved to seize
in wireless telegraphy, and, to obtain the stations of Libya’s Agency, as well this opportunity of making their bid
for herself all the far-reacting advan* as from nearly all--the iartd statlofts for the Marconi properties, 
teges which the predominance con- in the world. The German syndicate says In effect
tors. For this reason even the ships of the to the Marconi company: ‘The British

The Marconi cpmpany, which Is a great German companies are equipped government evidently attaches small
British concern, has built up by the not with the Telefunken system, but value to your predominance in wire-
efforts of many years a world-wide with the l&arconi apparatus: less telegraphy, therefore you need
system of communication by wireless Germany, perceiving that the Tele- have no patriotic 
telegraphy. The British government, funken system was overshadowed by 
the Italian government and Lloyd’s thé superior enterprise of the Mar- 
Shipping Agency are at present all coni company, proposed to readjust 
bound by contract to use exclusively matters by summoning other 
the Marconi system. ' tries to her aid. An International con-

The Marconi apparatus has been terence was in consequence summon- 
fltted on 100 steamships belonging to ed, and met in Berlin last- October 
various companies in many countries. Strangely enough the British govem- 
The company possesses twenty-two ment, Instead of energetically defend- 
wlreless telegraph stations in Eng- ing tbe rights of the British company

which

league arose out of the helplessness of 
Parnelllsm, Sinn Fein arises from the 
helplessness of the Gaelic league.” Or­
ganization is the bane of these attemnts. 
“In Ireland we set up the organization 
first and bid intellect obey, which is 
bidding it depart or perish. Sinn Fein 
is the latest organized proof of the im­
possibility of intellectual existence in 
Ireland.” It preaches hatred and abhors 
common sense; it teaches the rebels to 
buy in the dearest market and to sell 
the cheapest,” which results only in pr 

who are mostly 
Yet the chief hope 

in Sinn Fein, releived of 
its elaborate lunacy”—a consummation 
far enough distant. It is not' surp 
that “Pat” scoffs at the people 
“make a national policy of as 
John Bull to be either a coward or a 
fool,” but “Ireland in parliament is com- 
mited to the assumption that he is ei­
ther or both.”

representatives are elected, not by the people, but by 
the persons and groups to whom the 
people have given up their right of poli­
tical judgment.” “A people,” we are 
told, ‘trained from the cradle to give 
up their mind, as a moral duty cannot 
*Wbll have the use of their mind in the 
business of life, unless in some other 
country where the emigrant is free to 
use his mind in order to live.” In his 
examination of the working of the Irish 
educational system and the expenditure 
involved the writer gives some astound­
ing illustrations of the results achiev­
ed, of the tyranny exercised over school 
teachers, of the neglect of any real pro­
gress in tne schools, and in many cases 
of scandalous corruption, malversation, 
and fraud. “Yet Mr. Redmond.” he says, 
asks England for a free Parliament 
while he dare not ask the Driest for.a 
free school.” This issue, which filled

fits to tradesmen 
“Unionist bigots.” 
for Ireland is “

suminz
pre-
and

ell un- 
e Mar-

Peace River Wheat Crop The Shooting of Grouse
conditions, a combination of the grow­
ers of wheat was effected and the price 
was raised to $1.76 per bushel. In ad­
dition to wheat growing, all of the ag­
riculturists are engaged in raising cat­
tle, and so;ne of them trade with the 
Indians for furs, the

In a remote portion of Athabasca, 
where the “Unjijah” or Peace "River 
flows between the distant Caribou 
Mountains to the north, and the equal­
ly distant Buffalo Mountains to the 
south, are located the most northerly 
wheat fields of the American contin­
ent. There are ln certain years very 
small patches of wheat in regions far­
ther north, but these ewe so small as 
to be inconsiderable. The wheat fields 
on the banks of the Peace at Fort 
Vermilion, on the contrary, were suf­
ficiently extensive many years ago to 
warrant the erection of, a flour mill, 
and at the present time a plant, equip­
ped with the most modern machinery 
for the production of flour, is operated 
by the Hudson’s Bay company there.

The first trading post at the present 
Fort Vermilion was established al­
most a hundred years ago. The repre­
sentatives of the Hudson’s Bay com­
pany entered the country from the 
east, and, having established a post, 
the company have continued to do 
business there ever since with the In­
dians of the district. The depot • was 
located about one hundred miles in a 
straight line from the present city of 
Edmonton in those days, and the 
dern traveller who should anticipate 
that he would be able to reach Fort 
Vermilion- by travelling four hundred 
miles from Edmonton would find that 
he had to go almost as far again be­
fore reaching hie desired destination.

For many years after the trading 
-company had established itself at Fort 

Vermilion, the point served as 
tre for the Indians, but there 
white people ln any portion of the ter­
ritory. During recent years occasion­
al ' colonists have arrived and there has 
been established a settlement of about 
five hundred people, many of whom 
are Interested directly ln the raising 
of wheat. ,

It Is needless to say that none of 
this grain is exported. The local de­
mand is proportionately large, exceed­
ing the supply, and the product is 
readily sold for one dollar and a half 
» bushel. Last' season, owing to local

Many a young gun as he stands behind 
his butt takes it as a matter of course 
that the birds should come over him, 
and gives little thought to all the skill 
Involved in attaining this desired end. 
And yet, just as two-thirds of the suc­
cess of shooting over dogs depends on 
the dogs themselves, so at least as 
'great a proportion of success in driv­
ing depends upon the drivers, or upon 
their bead, and is due to the care and 
knowledge with which the work has 
been» conceived and carried out. The 
plan which worked admirably yester­
day by a slight shift of the weather 
be a disastrously bad one today.

Where grouse are wont to pack but 
little can be done with dogs late in the 
season. On rough ground, however, 
and especially on the islands, grouse 
remain ln family parties and will lie 
“like stones” all through the winter. 
There are dogs and dogs, those that 
will work carefully and close, accom­
modating their own movements to that 
of the wind and always endeavoring to 
make the shooting easy for the guns, 
and those, on the other band, who 
apparently play a game to suit them­
selves, ranging wildly in any and ev­
ery direction and entailing on their 
masters great and unnecessary exer­
tion to keep down wind of them. 
Many an unfortunate shooting tenant 
attracted by a plausible advertisement 
of “dogs and keepers provided” has 
found himself saddled with madden­
ing examples of both species. One 
such case comes only too clearly to 
my recollection, that of Donald and 
his two wild dogs, on a certain island 
off the west coast of Scotland. Donald, 
an Immensely powerful-gillie, who was 
out with us one drenching wet and 
tempestuous day, had, unknown to us, 
been i-efreshing himself too well from 
a whiskey bottle. He suddenly de­
veloped àn attack of ungovernable ex­
citement and began rocking about in 
an ominous manner. Before us lay a 
wide stretch of bog entirely covered 
with high hummocks of grass, separat­
ed some two or three feet from one 
another. Nothing daunted Donald em­
barked gaily on this perilous passage, 
and the way - that., man lurched and 
strided from hummock to hummock

was an astonishing study in equilibri­
um. Unable either to stop or steady 
himself, Jje was carried by his own 
momentum, clean across the bog. and 
not until he was safely on the nth-a­
side did he collapse, pitch font 
roll over, and lie helpless on his h 
We went on shooting without 1 
and his dogs. The last thing we 
when we left him there to cool was 
Donald still in the same position and 
the,setters wistfully licking his face 
and whining, under the evident im­
pression that he was dead.

Although many more birds are hid­
ed by driving than over dogs, yet. as 
is well known, this system is 
responsible for an immense increase si 
the number of grouse on moors where 
it is practised, because the old hi1 is, 
flying in front, are the first to fa" 
leaving a young and vigorous breed: ; 
stock to take their place. The kii-i: ; 
down of vermin, and the more car 
ful preservation of moors has a 
great deal to say to this incr ■

And of nature’s instruments for - 
serving the balance none is more r" 
tive, none more brilliant than 
peregrine falcon. With all its man1 
lous speed and dash, the peregrine * 
no more inclined than other bird 
prey to work harder for its <1i 
than is necessary; if there be one hi 
in the pack that from some cans ;
a bit slower on the wing than >
others, that bird fails to the peres 
I have on more than one occasion > 
one of these beautiful falcons 
down a wounded grouse right in fre 
of the guns. But alas! this prim- 
falcons as a general rule has but lit 
shrift upon our moorlands. When ■ 1
has worked hard through half the 
to ensure a big head of grouse if 
no doubt, exasperating to find this 
freebooter cutting down the birds, 
yet if some of those who visit 
moors only to shoot would lay a 
the gun now and again, and go 
with the field-glass simply to w a ' 
the peregrine falcon lying on 
wln-g, or stooping at the wild few; 
the grouse, even if they knew she 
a bird for every day in the yea - 
think they would admit that the s 
was worth it.

most remunera­
tive occupation in the country, despite 
the fact that wheat Is sold at so high 
a price.

Such supplies as are required are 
torwarded from Edmonton. From that 
distributing point, caravans depart at 
various times during the year for 
Athabasca Landing, distant one hun­
dred miles. From the Landing steam­
boat accopimodation can be )iad on 
the Athabasca river, the Slave river 
and Lesser Slave-.lake, From the lat­
ter .shipment mpst be made overland 
to the Peace river, on which éxcellent 
steamboat accommodation is provided 
to Fort Vermillion. Such a system of 
transportation, while a great Improve­
ment on the condition which existed in 
previous years, Involves high freight 
rates, with resulting high prices at the 
Fort. So much is this the case that 
the agriculturists state that, although 
there is a firm demand for wheat at 
from $1.50 to $1.75 per bushel, the "po­
sition of the farmer is not too envi­
able. The high price of supplies de­
prives him of the returns which would 
accrue to him. On the advent of rail­
ways the price of grain will be re­
duced, and the farmers claim that they 
will be better off.

scruples about roll­
ing your organization to us.”

A serious danger, therefore, exists 
that this great British organization 
will be sold to a German syndicate. 
An excellent offer has been made to 
the Marconi company in London, and 
the would-be German purchasers are 
hopeful of being able to carry out 
their project, the realization of which 
would be a national misfortune.
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Activity of Mint of Great Britain
There are some significant observa-. 045 pieces, as compared with 49,956,- 

tions In the annual report of the de-1508 In 1905. The percentage of light 
puty master and controller of thé, sovereigns was more than in the pre- 
Mlnt for 1906, which throw ail Inter- ] vious year, while that of half-sover- 
estlng light on the activity ot trade, elgns was higher than ln any year 
during that period. j since 1884. - -

It was thought probable that the de­
age of the year, both as regards num-1 mand for silver coin for the United 
ber and value, was above the average Kingdom would show some improve- 
of the previous ten years.” I ment on 1806, but the actual Increase

The year” was characterized by ’ex- was much greater than was anticipat- 
ceptionally heavy demands for Im- ed> notwithstanding the fact that no 
perlai coins ln each of the three coin- issues of new coin were made to Scot- 
age metals. No less than 100,500.000 land and Ireland.
of such coins were struck, a figure The total number of new coins ls- 
which has only once before been ex- sued (excluding Maundy money) was 
ceedéd. That was ln 1900, when about 29,413,578,
107,500,000 were produced. The ,ln- 1906- The .amount taken by the bank 
crease in the imperial coinage " was, °f England exceeded the total of the 
however, accompanied py a great fall- issues to the United Kingdom for tl|p 
ing off in the volume of the cojpnlal previous four years, 
coinage, brought about by the com- There was a profit on the purchase 
plete cessation of demands from H6ng- of silver bullion and worn silver coin 
kong. Still the total of tbe year together at the rate of 40.48 per cent, 
created a record. The average price paid for silver bul-

Gold bullion of the value of £12,- lion purchased 
541,066 was imported into the mint for $1 I-16d. per ounce standard, or 3-16d. 
coinage during the year. The' gold- more than that of. -the metal in tÿe 
coins weighed at the Bank of England London market during 1906. ~
during the year amounted to 48,756,- average price of stiver ln the London

market for 1606 was 30 %d., or a rise 
of 3 l-l$d. per ounce on 1905. The 
lowest quotation was 29d.

The issue of imperial bronze coin for 
1906 exceeded that of any year since 
1862. The issues in the last three 

•months of the year were quite unpre­
cedented. London was a large cus­
tomer, absorbing thrice as much as 
was issued in the metropolitan district 
during the same months ln 1905.

A proportion of this demand was 
due to the activity of trade, "which had 
penetrated even to the traveling and 
street tihwker class.” The recent de­
velopment of electric tramways had 
also a stimulating effect on the de­
mand for bttopze ’ coin, and another 
cause was., the rapid development of 
the use of automatic machines.

The general account of expense and 
receipts for 1906 showed a very fa­
vorable result. The profit amounted 
to £499,048, as against only £8192 In 
the previous year, and à loss of £ 18,580 
ln 1904,

The number of persons proceeded 
against for counterfeit coining during 
the year was in excess of that of 1894^ 
and nearly twice as many as In 1802.

It is recorded that “the local coln-mo-

Mail is forwarded regularly from 
the south, by steamer or canoe ln the 
summer and by dog sleigh in the win­
ter. The amount which can be reliv- 
ered during the winter is limited to 
eight hundred pounds. Four trips are 
made during this season, and two hun­
dred pounds'per trip is the limit. Two 
men are sent out with the consign­
ment,- one ahead to break the way, the 
other following to drive the dogs’ and 
occasionally to aid them by pushing 
on the sleigh from the rear. During 
one of the trips a few years ago the 
two men-sent south from the Fort be­
came exhausted owing to the depth 
of the snow and were compelled to re-

a cen-
as against 12,316,280 Inwere few

for coinage was
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