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“HIS NEW ' ROLE.
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@f the average citizen of the great
British Empire were asked who was the
most unlikely of King Edward's sub-
jeets to come publicly forward as a pa-
triotic Imperialist, he would probably,
after paying due deference to the claims
of Mr. W. T. Stead and Professor Gold-
wwin Smith, give an easy third place in
the category to Mr. Henry Labouchere.
The descendant of ancestors who owed
their very lives to Britain’s protecting
arms: in the eruel times of the drawn
sword of religious persecution, Mr. La-
bouchere has rarely, in his diversified
and vivacious public career, let slip an
opportunity of vilifying the land which
sheltered lis forefathers, of jeering at
its aims, belittling its greatness and
magnifying its foibles. A disgusted
public has not yet forgotten his unjus-
tifiable and violent attacks on the Brit-
ish army in the 'last. Egyptian cam-
paigns. As Little Englander and Pro-
Boer he occupied a position of unsavory
eminence. Nor did he spare the im-
mediate surroundings of more strictly
home affairs. He would turn in the
twinkling of an eye from scathing de-
nunciation of the bayonet of the Em-
pire to vitriolic criticism of the anti-
quated pattern of the town pump.
*““Whatever is, is bad,” appeared to be
his motto in dealing with all things Brit-
ish, both great and small. But, as Mr.
{iabouchere would himself say, being
.something of a dabbler in the classics,
“Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in
illis.” And certainly in the changing
times Henry Labouchere has changed.
In last week’s Tondon ““Truth,” he
sounds a note the astonishing novelty of
which must have made his readers
blink. He asks plaintively why London
smart society runs after American and
South African women and ignores Cana-
dians and Australians. "Warming to
his work, he then remarks with severity
that London has become a colomny of
‘Americans, and demands that a Ladies’
Empire League should immediately be
formed to remedy the grievance. Prob-
ably, after recovering from the first
.shock of surprise, most people, ponder-
ing upon this suggestion, so remarkable
.as coming from such a quarter, would
be reminded of the ancient foreboding
«concerning the exceeding harmfulness
of the Greeks when bringing gifts. Can
the leopard change his spots, or the Lit-
tle iEnglander become an Imperialist?
Yet, except for the well-known person-
ality- of the man, the change would be
by no means without a parallel in these
our days. Disraeli did not begin his
public career as a Tory—aud Gladstone
did. Even the Right Honorable Joseph
{Chamberlain cherished, within the mem-
ory of very young students of politics,
ideals diametrically opposite to those of
which he is today so ardent and able
an exponent. We are inclined to plead
for a lenient view of the motives inspir-
ing Mr. Labouchere’s newly adopted
role. Who is he to remain immutable,
when his betters have seen the error
of their ways? And his idea appeals
to us as full of beneficent potentialities.
The influence of women in public life
is a factor by no means to be despised,
whether by the student of contempo-
raneous or auncient history. JIndeed, did
women look for the triumphs of their
sex with half the diligence with which
they seek for its grievances, they would
be forced to the conclusion that, at al-
most every stage of the world’s history,
thev have wielded a power greater by
far than any privilege of the ballot-box
could ever give them. Yes, we are in-
clined to wish Mr. Labouchere all good
luck in his new movement. A Ladies’
(Empire ‘League, with the fairest daugh-
ters of (Canadian Dominion and Austra-
lian Commonwealth grouped under its
banner, would be something more than
a fashionable fad for 'Liondon society.
It could be made a very valuable and
potent factor in that new and greater
Imperialism which, in spite of mistakes,
faults and misunderstandings, is daily
welding in a closer bond Great and
Greater Britain.
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BANKS IN HOLLAND.

A remarkable feature of the depres-
sion in Wall Street securities is illus-
trated by recent despatches from Hol-
land. They depict a state of affiairs weil
calculated to excite the surprise of the
student of national characteristics as ap-
iplied to national finance and economics.
The reputation of the Hollander for in-
dustry, thrift and shrewd business econ-
omy is a structure built up with care
Quring the better part of at least four
ceuturies. He is not surpassed, even if
he be equalled in this regard by any
other mation; and it is consequently
more than a little surprising to find
that he has been “plunging” to the
full as recklessly as the less phlegmatic
Anglo<Saxon and ‘Anglo-Celt on both
oides of the Atlantic. He chose princi-
pally for his “flutter” American rails
and steel, and, with the decline in value
of these, the inevitable erash has come.
A number of banks have Yfailed, princi-
pally in Haarlem and Delft, but also
in the south of Holland, and last week
the well-known Hollandsche Bank at
The Hague suspended payment. The

_|at all astonishe y writy,
“gt the failing of so many ‘banks. You

,” says ‘this authority,
know “the. otwners and directors of mew
‘banks have generally risen from the
ranks. They are not rich, because they
wre not the sons “of  capitalists, and,
therefore, as soon as a crisis occurs, are
‘unable to supply the necessary funds,
I expeet many more banks will stop
payment if ‘the American market con-
tinues to fall. You know that in The
Hague there are not more than ten
good bankers at most, and see how
many banks there are. [These so-called
banks encourage speculating, especially
of clients who do not possess much
money, in order to get a percentage on
the transactions.”” [If these cabled re-
marks are correct, one is forced to the
regrettable conclusion that the majority
of Holland’s banks can .be little better
than what are known in vulgar parlance

| compared with some other way.

not absolute, and must supply qn‘aiter
native before it condemms a proposal.
‘We have already pointed out that the

‘ing down this important legislation has
given the legislature something to talk
about besides polities. . The opposition
has the power to force a good deal of
political 'discussion and thus injure the

also the power to inflame antagonism to
increased taxation withont the sugges-
“tion of alternative proposals. -To the
smaller kind of politician this might be
attractive. But we venture to hope that
the mempers of the opposition will rise
above it and engage in the constructive
criticism which +is the proper function

as *bucket-shops.” A general banking

.| system founded on such lines can -only
spell ruin and diaster to the country|iive opposition which is the delight of & gmeng iyith the

‘whose 'govern

hos ¥ ent ‘permits its existence.

‘Purther indicate that the

falling on the middle classes, and that
something nearly approaching a panic
is already in evidence, the people openly
distrusting the banks, and either ‘with-
drawing their deposits, or asking bonds
or shares for them. The outlook is
’suﬂiciently discouraging, especially in
view of the fact that the financial fab-
ric is on so unstable a foundation, and
that an immediate turn for the better in
the original cause of the trouble can
hardly be looked for.
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FINANCIAL PROPOSALS.

The financiai proposals of the govern-
ment form a budget of very heavy read-
ing. To attempt to discuss details at
present would leave our readers and our-
selves in a bewildering fog. It strikes us
that the best plan, the only plan by
which a newspaper could proceed intelli-
gently, is to permit the finance minister
to expound his legislation, line upon
line and precept upon precept, and to

tails as appears to be necessary and
helpful, in the meantime confining to the
attempt to grasp the general princi-
ples upon which the legislation is based.
In the first place, we have to congratu-
late the government on being ready
with such dmportant legislation at the
opening of the session. 'When we con-
sider the length of time the govern-
ment has been in power, and the fact
that its administrative functions  have
been interfered with by a campaign in
the country and a general election, there
would have been excuse for longer de-
lay in bringing down legislation involving
such monumental and intricate construc-
tive labor in its preparation.
ernment’s promptness of action is one
consideration which will induce a favor-
able receptioh to the measures it con-
siders mecessary. But it should 'also
have another and very excellent effect.
It should have some influence in re-
stricting discussion in the House to leg-
islation instead of to politics, to matters
of moment to the country instead of to
matters of moment only to politicians.
We only echo the general sentiment of
the country when we say that we wel-
(come ‘this prospect with profound grati-
!tude. The method adopted by the gov-
{ ernment for obtaining the money meces-
|sary to tinance obligations which the
|proviuce has ‘already incurred is not by
any means so important, as the principle
adopteq for the repayment - of that
imoney, and the methods of raising the
funds necessary for that repayment.
The one is a mere necessary expedient,
the other involves a departure in policy.
It involves the specific setting aside of
$100,000 a year out of revenue as a re-
fund of capital expenditure. Because
whether the actual outlays which make
the money necessary are capital expendi-
tures or mot, the deficiency in available

ditures. That our analysis of the ac-
counts must, we should think, have
made tolerably clear. Such a change in
policy to our mind involves two conse-
quences. The first is the raising of an
increased revenue, and®the second g de-
crease in capital expenditure out of rev-
enue. We do not see how we can spend
on what is really capital account with
the same lavish hand, when st the same
time we are refunding capital already
spent out of revenue. The taxpayer
could never stand that. Of course the
policy of the government has mot yet
been disclosed on its spending side, ex-
cept in the matter of commendable de-
partmental economy, but the financial
policy announced -seems to logically in-
clude the restriction of expenditure on
works which when completed represent
fixed capital, umless such works are .not
merely useful and valuable and profita-
ble, but absolutely necessary. Thepropor-
tion of revenue which the province can
afford to turn into fixed capital under
conditions where it cannot borrow upon
debeutures. aud bring merely interest
{end sinking fund upon the revenue,
must necessarily be small when the rev-
enue is already charged with a refund
of $100,000 a year to capital previously
expended. There is no use blinking
at facts. The province of British Co-
lumbia has to pick up a pretty heavy
burden and carry it. ‘We may as well
brace our shoulders to the task, for the
reputation and credit of the province
are points of honor as well as the first
esseentials of good policy. The finanecial
policy of the govesnment is determined
over a period of ten years. But it is
quite likely that market conditions will
improve in ‘Great Britain long within
that period, and it*is certain that as
the province demonstrates its ability to
carry the burden ecircumstances have
laid upon it, long term bonds at a low
rate of interest will become as pepular

bility.
sideration. 'What is to the fore at pres-
eent is that the present legislation of the
government is founded upon 'the-neces-
sity of increased revenue and thay *hat
necessity is quite apparent to every-
one. The methods adopted to increase

heavieét: péi'céntage of the losses is|’

follow him with such comment upon de-

The gov-;

cash has been caused by capital expen-|

with investors, as short term debentures, b g
are now essential to the province's sm_;rr;‘her branch of the government service.

That, however, is another con-|if

| with efficiency.

:of a parliamentary opposition, and not
slip. into the obstructive and destruc-

. rival faction.,
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THE LEGISLATURE.

Public business was advanced a stage
yesterd. by the moving and seconds
iing ‘of the address, after which the de-
ibate was adjourned till Monday, and
by the introduction of a number of bills
iread a first time. Of these the most
important is the new assessment bill,
which is eamplemental of the govern-
ment’s financial policy. We prefer to
postpone tonsideration of its features
till tomorrow, as it is necessary to read
it in copmnection with a good deal of
previous legislation. The mover of the
Address was, as custom directs, the
youngest member on the government
side of the House, Mr. Wright, of Ymir.
It is an occasion which calls more for
«he graceful handling of generalities,
that the argumentative discussion of
specific  questions. But Mr.~—~Wright
showed in his way of dealing with the
. former that he was not. likely to break
down as a debater under any circum-
stances. Mr. Ross, of Fernie, seconded
1the Address, and made a very favorable
impression on the ‘House. He is a clear
1 and logical speaker and possesses an gf-
| fective delivery. The fair weather in-
~dications for.the government are good.
:Mhe House is evidently in pacific mood.
|1t is.obvious to the most casual ob-
iserver that party lines have already had
i a steadying effect. .Political parties
ihave a certain dignity to maintain and
‘have to study the course they .pursue
in .a somewhat different manner from
mere temporary aggregations of politi-
cal units. Thé power of the govern-
'ment to control the House and direct
‘lthe policy of the country is already
i manifest, and it looks as though much
‘practical and beneficial legislation would
fbe passed without obstructive or faction-
‘al opposition. Sensational developments
‘were expected and foreshadowed in the
![Liberal press, but'they have not ma-
| t®ialized and are not likely to material-
1ize. We need not say what a benefit
ito the people of the province, without
i distinetion of party, the maintenance of
ipolitical equilibrium at the present time
1is bound to be. ‘On ‘that account we
‘hope that the opposition will show a
( veasonableness in the discharge of their
| duties at once sweet and politic.

| JE AND EXPENI
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE:
A more detailed examination of the
{ Public Accounts confirms wus "in our
opinion that the finaiicial position of the
province is perfectly sound. The reven-
ue is quite healthy, both in the general
results achieved and in the réturns from
particular sources of income. The net
‘revenue of the province has increased
during the past four years from $1,544,-
»108.66 to $1,605,920.57 to $1,807,925.24
to-$2,044,630.35: An easier way to un-
derstand that fact is to say that it has
increased from 15 to 16; from 16 to 18,
jand from 18 to 20. That is a perfectly
;satisfactory normal rate of increase,
.and it is being well maintained. If we
turn to particular sources of revenue,
we ffind the progress of industry reflect-
ed in increase of revenue at almost
every point. 'The most remarkable ad-
vance has been shown under the head-
ing of “Timber Royalty aund Leases.”
The revenue has here increased from
$115,210.87 in the previous year,

tion. 'There is no reason to expect that

this revenue will diminish, but such a |

rate of increase could hardly, we im-
agine, be maintained. This revenue cer-
Itainly gives omne a faint idea of the
'wealth the province eontains in its tim-
ber resources. Although the lumber in-
dustry is making giant strides it has
a long way'to go before it bears any
-appreciable relation to the timber re-
sources of the province. But, as it is
igoverned to some extent by market con-
ditions as well as by the abundance of
material, such exceptional buoyancy is
iperhaps not to be hoped for in each
successive year. The revenue from free
miners’ certificates shows a decrease
during the past year. That means that
there is less exploring and prospecting
.for mineral going on in the province.
‘Mhe explanation of this : unfavorable
symptom is unqguestionably that pros-
pectors have found it difficult to sell
prospects when they have found them.
(Fewer men and companies have been
.prepared ‘to risk money in developing
mining properties. fThis restriction has
-'been partly due to the diversion of capi-
! tal to industrials during the recent
~boom, and partly to the fact that mis-
‘managed mines in the province have not
returned the dividends they should. Both
circumstances are now much modified,
and we expect to see the exploration
‘and prospécting of the province rapidly
resumed more vigorously than ever. The
direct general income from the mining
industry shows an increase over last
year. It is again upon the up grade,
‘and probably the year 1901-1902 marked
| its lowest point for many years to
{come. .The mineral tax again shows
disappointing results. Its returns have
diminished from $84,000 to $78,000, in
round figures. The gross output of our
mined has increased during the past
Yyear, prices have been better, and if
|we are to judge from the reports of min-
'ing companies, net returns have also
improved. And yet the tax shows no
response, ‘but the reverse, to improved
conditions. ‘This tax has certainly given
the province far more trouble in its
i collection, and in the agitation against
jit, than it has ever been worth in money
jto the revehms. The revenue and real
nropertv taxes show increases, particu-
larly the latter. When we turn to the
ipther side of the account the first strik-
ing feature is the large sum of money
{set against discount and commission to
which we drew attention yesterday. As
we are not dealing with the accounts,
but the financial standing of the prov-
ince as shown in the accounts, it is ne-
cessary to ignore this item. The ordin-
| ary services of government show on
.the whole a small increase of.exnendi-
_ture, but nothing more than might he
i expected in a countrv showing rapid
tgrowth and progress. Fdneation has in-
{ereased in cost from $265.922 to $397.-
1643. 'The pronortion of increase in the
icost of education from year to vear is
I greater tham the proportion in sny

hat is a serious fact financially. even
. _eduecation is a matter in
which . no consideration of
must he allowed to interfere
A Tn the total snm charg-
ed against pnblic works, there is, if we
except the Fraser river bridge a lares
reduction from ‘the mrevions ar. Of
course. with the bridee item ihcluded,
there is an increase. The system of ac-

cism of taxation must be ‘comparative|

promptuess of the government in bring- gi

country without bedefiting itself. It has '

to |
4,106.56 in the year under considera-,

cost |
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Pl
fore another session of
jthe House of Commous. We have all
1 felt ‘th te probabilities lay in
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no srnment cares to . ie
iknotty question of tariff revision in the |
declining days of a parlianrent; and that
jthe question of tariff revision’ in Can-
‘ada will not keep any longer. It must
sbe faced next year. Mr. Tarte was
the &rst Canadian statesman who show-
ed that he had the matter clear in his
own mind. It apparently never occur-
.Ted to him that the government would
take the anti-national view of the tariff
issue, and he went about, while still
a member of the ministry, enunciating
,his views on the. tariff and transporta-
:tion problems, with great freedom .and
tvigor. ~ ‘That this was a  violation of
cabinet responsibility there is mnot the
slightest doubt. But it was oune of
those violations of cabinet responsibility
ch would have been overlooked had
rest. of the cabinet been in agree-
views of Mr, Tarte. M.
&o lieve,. genuinely: ‘sur-

o

o1t wppeeiod v
3 i : appealed as
'the obvious: line to be taken ?rpthe gov-
jernment desired to remain in power
cafter an appeal to the country. Sir
i Wilfrid Laurier, however, expelied Mr.
Marte, and the question of tariff re-
| vision was temporarily shelved, not by
‘the government's adopting a different
-attitude from that of Mr. Tarte, but
;by its adopting no attitude at all. This
was all very well for the time being.
But M, Tarte’s revolt was certainly
1 wise, “if a little premature, now that
3tar1ff revision looms up as a vital issue,
+on which the government appears to be
{in’ doubt whether to meet ‘the House
of Commons or the country. What in-
=telhg'hble policy has the government to
io‘f.fer on the question of the tariff? Mr.
E‘}:'l&‘]silu,‘.," is a theoretical free trader, re-
strained by circumstances that are,too
strong for him. Canada cannot stand
still, - We must either move in the di-
rection of free imports, or in the direc-
i tion of--adequate protection. A tariff,
;11 a growing country especially, becomes
;an unjust tariff, and an imperfect in-
Strument for its nationai purpose, if
it is not adjusted to new conditions,
,The free importer says it is an unjust
i tariff and should be abolished or modi-
jfied; the protectiomist says it is an im-
iperfect “tariff and should be amended.
‘But what does the present government
say? To which set of views does it
[mclme'.{ So far as we could ever gathe

the Liberal party regards our present
tariff as a coucession to ideas in which
iit does not believe, but which are too
_deeply embedded in the minds of the
[people of Canada for it to eradicate.
i'That position~ might be all right ‘so
‘long'as the country did rot require a
revision ‘of the tariff. But it is not a
/Position which ecan be occupied with
s any success when a revision of the tariff
1s universally demanded and impera-
tively wécessary.
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T’E MINSTREL BOY.

The minstrel boy to the war has gone,
In the ranks of the dead you’ll find him,
His father’s sword he has girded on,

0 And his wild harp slung behind him.
I:nnd of song!” said the warrior bard,
‘Though all the world betrays thee,
Omne sword, at least, thy rights shall guard,
Oune faithful harp, shall praise thee !”

The minstrel felll—but the foeman’s chain
Could ot bring his proud soul under;

The harprhe loved me'er spoke agdin,
For he tore'.its chords asunder.

And said, “No chains shal] sully thee,
Thou soul of love and bravery !

Th,y songs were made for the pure and free
They shall never sound in slavery!”’

—Thomas Moore.
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HISTORICAL REMINISCENCES.

To the Editor.

Sir,—Referring to my letter published in
the Colonist November 21st, under the
heading *‘Historical Reminiscences,” cop-
fed from,K the memoirs of the late Hon.
Roderick Finlayson, he was brought down
to the Gulf of Georgia, and goes on to re-
cord that: On our way north in the Beaver
we called.at Forts Langley, MeLaughlin
and Simpson, the last 54 degrees, the boun-
dary between British and Russian terri-
t‘ory. From here we proceeded to Fort
Stickeen, one of the Russian forts on the
coast, which was manned by thirty-two
;en and a gunboat for defence. According
t? agreement we took possession of Fort
Stickeen, which the Russians then evacuat-
e(‘i and left us, an officer and thirteen men,
;\Iﬁ;‘e dI:tft :ln tc}imrgelto carry on the trade

en emselv:
i Ry mselves against the wild

The remainder of our party under com-
mand of Chief Factor Douglas, proceeded in
the Beaver to Sitka, the head station of the
Russian American Company. Here we
were received most cordially by the Rus-
slan officers, had a salute of nine guns
fired in our honor by the ships of war in
the harpor, which was returned by the
Beaver in grand style. After matters had
been settled between Mr. Douglas and the
Russian company, relative to our future
trade, the party left in the Beaver, having
been saiuted as before, and returned from
the Beaver,

(Sitka at the time was a very pleasant
place, a military and naval station, with
20od society—the officers being TRussian
gentiemen and very hospitable—so the
Beaver looked forward with pleasure to
make her trips there —J. S. H.)

(The Russians lived in good style there,
ond had plenty men to overawe the In-
dians, a very expensive station.—J. S. H.)

He then proceeded to the Gulf of Taco
and river for the purpose -of establishing a
fort there for trading purposes. We ascend-
ed the river in boats for about 50 miles,
looking for a place, but found none, and so
Se'ected a place about 50 miles in a land-
locked harbor. where we bullt a fort on the
tsual plan, called it Fort Durham, in hon-
or of the governor-General of Canada. It
took some time to build, and when it was
considered to be in a proper state for de-
fence, with bastions, ete., a party was left
to keep possession, consisting of eighteen
men and two officers, of which Finlayson
Was one, second in command. Mr. Doug-
la,s then left for the south In the Beaver.

It was now late in October, and the fort
built” on Taco harbor, surrounded by high
mountains, as dismal a place as could pos-
sibly be imagined, the rain, too, pouring
down' in torrents. The journal (i.e., fort
Journal, which every fort had to keep and
record every happening, as well as the
trade accounts and employment of the
men—J. S.H) kept 4t this place, showed
rain or snow for nine months out of the
twelve. We opened trade with the natives,
a wild, turbulent race, so we only admitted
a few of them at a time to enter the fort
gate to trade. A few years before this, an
American vessel from Boston came to trade
in the neighborhood, had a quarrel with
the natives, in which a large mumber of

P
——

Sttt

4EeEsERE
EEET

EXEET TR A LT

bastion to frighten them. In the
‘meantime I managed to get my back to a
tree, drew my pistols and threatened fo
kil the Arst man that attempted to lay
hold of me; my face was covered with)
Dblood and I was otherwise badly hurt. Thel
firlng from the bastion frightened the fel-
lows -off, and so I was enabled to return to
the fort, After this we were besieged for
seyeral days, preparing ourselves for action,
and the natives, finding trade suspended,
came to 4 parley, when it was arranged
that on payment for the insult to me,  who
was not a Boston, as the Americans were
called, explained to them, they agreed to
pay in furs, a large bundle of which were
brougut' as payment, accepted, peace de-
clared and trade resumed.

{(The Tacos, - Chilcats and neighboring

tribes were ‘a shocking bad lot, bold, brave,
treacherous rascals, and of course, thieves.
One season the H, B, Co.s fine but iil-
fated steamer Labouchere, much larger
than the Beayer but not fitted with board-
ing nettings like the Beaver. The Indlans
swarmed on board and were nearly taking
i the vessel, and would have succeeded had
not the men taken arms and forced them
from one part of the ship. © On another oc-
casion an ‘Indian had his knife against the
chest of the ecaptain of the same boat,
but with a different master.-J. 8. H.
 Pinlayson in, 1841 delightfully guity dis-
mal Fort Durbam, goes to Stickeen, and in
1842 is directed to proceed te Fort Simp-
son.

About this time it was found that the
steamer Beaver, with a trader on board,
could do all the trade carried on at Forts
Durbam, Stickeen and MecLaughlan, so it
was decided at headquarters to abandon
Fort McLaughlan and Millbank Sound, and
concentrate the forces there with the sup-
plies, and remove them to the south end of
Vancouver Island, where a new fort was
ordered to be built. Finlayson was remov-
ed from Fort Simpson, with Chief Factor
Join Work (perhaps not so gladly this
time—J. 'S. H.) which I found a comfort-
able, pleasant place, embdrked on the
Beaver which, with the schooner Cadboro,
had the Stickeen and the Taco parties on
board, on their way south. In passing,
Fort McLaughlan was dismantled and its
inbabitants taken on board. Mr. Douglas
had command of the whole party. We pro-
ceeded south, and reached Victoria harbor
(selected in the spring as the fort site)
landed thereon June 1st, 1843, and com-
menced building a fort with the forces
from the abandoned stations named, con-
sisting of about 50 men and three officers,
one of whom, as chief trader, was appoint-
ed to the charge, with myself as second,
the ~Beaver and Cadboro remaining "as
guard vessels until the fort was built. The
weather being fine and pleasant, the oper-
ation of building went on rapidly with 50
men employed. ,At this time there was
a dense forest along the water on the har-
bor and Camoosin Inlet, as the ““Arm’ was
then called. Where the fort was. built
there was ah open glade, with oak trees of
large size, where a space of 150 yards was
measured off each way. When the fort was
built the natives for some time kept aloof,
and would not come near. Afterwards
some of these came round gradually, and
finding them inclined to steal anything they
could get, a watch was kept night and
day, whilst we lived in tents before houses
were built. The mnatives, however, soon
got rid of their shyness, began to remove
from Cadboro Bay village and erect houses
for themselves along the banks of the
harbor as far as the present site of John-
son street.

In the autumn Mr. Douglas left us, taking
the Beaver and Cadboro away. After the
fort was built, consisting of cedar pickets
18 feet high round a space of 150 yards
square, with houses and stores within, and
two large brick houses, bastion at two
angles with nine pounder cannonades,
blunderbusses, cutlasses at centre, taken
from the ‘dismantled ~forts - heretofore
named. Sonie of the men were employed
clearing the ground to raise vegetables and
cereals for the use of the place. Horses
and carts were imported from Nisqually.

In the spring of 1844 poor Mr. Ross, who
had been left in charge of the fort (then
called Camoosin—J. S. H.) died in March,
and was buried in the old burying ground
near the gully on Johnson street. Finlay-
son is appointed in his stead, with John
Ross, the son, as my assistant.

(The reason for building the fort was not
for immigration purposes, but to make it
take the place of Fort Vancouver, situatel
on the Columbia river. The Hudson's Bay
Co., foreseeing that they would not be
able much longer to carry on their business
from the Columbia station. They foresaw
the tide of immigration into Oregon, and
the probability of the country falling into
the U. 8. of America, which actually came
to pass by reason of the Oregon Treaty,
1846. It is further believed that the H. B.
‘Co. built the Fort Victoria in order that
the British government might claim pos-
sessory rights. This move to Victoria ne-
cessitated their making a road to Fraser
river from the interior, in order -to avoid
American customs duties and interference.
and to remove some of their American posts
for a similar reason. The brigade trail,
spoken of 'in my previous letter, had to be
so changed as to go te Fraser river, I
think by Tete Jeaunes Caeche, now called
Yellowhead Pass, and in writing about the
£rst arrival of the furs In Victoria by the
new route via Fraser river and Fort Hope,
the Hon. Roderick Finlayson casts a not
generally known reason for the formation
of the Vancouver Island colony.—J. S. H.)

“About this time (1848—J. S. H.) he says:
I may mention that the lease which the
H. B. Co. held of the eountry west of the
Rocky mountains from the crown, was be-
coming of little or no use to them by rea-
son of American and other vessels coming
to the coast to trade and interfering with
their exclusive rights, and In the case
of any of them being seized, whieh the
company could easily do, as their vessels
were then armed and manned like man-o-
war, the eompany applied to the Briti-
government for protection. The minister
of the Qay’s aaswer was, that they could
not send men-o-war round the Horn for the
purpose, and said the company might pro-
tect themselves. The .company’s answer
was, that in ease of seizing any vessel there
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ELATERITE ROOFING

— NEVER WEARS OUT___
FOR SALE BY

The Hickman Tye Hardware
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: LIMITED.
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Samples and Booklet mailed cn application.
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o0 Many Xmas Things

Are to De found here that you would almost be confused with the stock. We are
able to locate the thing you want and in supplying them give you only the best.

®

® Seeded Raisings, 1 1b. Package ...s .10c.
: Recleaned Currants, 3 IbS. cec.ese... 25cC.
o TIinest Valencia Raisins, Ib. ........ 15c.
: Taylor's English Peel, 2 lb. Package 25c.
e Raw Sugar, 1b. Be.
®
®
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DIXI H, ROS8 & 60.. Gash Grocers

Union Store. The only store not in tke combine,

LIKE OLD SHOES

A lot of people hate to buy new shoes because they like their old shoes so
well. No reason why mew shoes can’t be comfortable; ours are, because
they’re made right. And there’s no reason why comfortable shoes can't be
stylish too; ours are.

Agent for Geo. A. Slater Boots and Shoes,

85 Dougla‘ $t..

James Maynard, oreseiie
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' Gent. Hatched
100 Pei ed.
In a recent hatching contest in wtich there were over 400 trizls tho
hatch was 100 per cent. in 19cases with

PETALUNA

=

was no legal court.of justice to try such
cases short of Montreal, 3,000 miles away, |
when it was arranged to turn Vancouverj

ernor would be sent out, and that the com-;
pany would bind themselves to colonize it'
by granting them the whole island in fee-
simple for the purpose, which was carried
into effect the following year, 1848 to 1849.
This was the first step and cause of Van-
ceuver Island being made a crown coleny
on this western coast. I, J. S. H., left
England as colonial Hudson’s Bay <o.’s
medical officer in the fall of 1849.
Finlayson relates many more interesting
histories, which may be given, if allowed,
or space vacant, at some near future time.

J. S. HELMCKEN.

Victoria, Nov. 24, 1903

-_

POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK.

FOR SALE —Six Runared Siiver Laced
Wyandotte fowls. H. W. Bullock, Salt
Spring Island. ol3

WANTED—A bull between one and two
years old, Sborthorn grade preferred.
Samuel Morrow, Sooke Toad.

It holds the body in

Cyrus H.

WOMEN USE THE
SENSIBLE BODY BRACE

.Gl\'es strength, comfert, grace and beauty of form.

THE NATURAL CURE

sale by

Dé Govecrnment St.. nes» Yateg &
Phones 425 and 430

its natural position. Price $5.00. For

Bowes, CGhemist.

Open AN Night.

Island into a crown colony, and that a gov-( -

<—[NGUBATORS,

This machine has been demonstrated to be as near ab-

solute perfection as can be attained. The reg::ation of heat,

air and moisture have been proven perfect. our new egg
trayand improvements.

Vi

e . P g :
PETALUMA INCUBATOR CO.'# " s @! o

ETALUMA

Now ix the time to choose your Incudator if yem want early chickens. The
PETALUMA is the cheapest; uses least ol!; consumes the least time- taking care of;
tuc wust perfect in regulation of temperature; has nothing to get out of order]
hatches largest percentage of good, strong, vigorous chicks. It has a record unequa°
led by any other machine in the world. Sizes 54, 126, 216 and 324 eggs.

Call and examine them and get prices at 4 BTREE

E. G PRI?R& CO., Ltd. Sole Agent

VICTORIA—VANCOUVER—KAMLOOPY.

WHEN IN DOUBT!

Visit our store if you don’t know exactly
what you want. A glance over our stock
wil] perhaps show you the very article you
nred, We have just received some very
nice.

Pineapples, Cocoanuts and Stuffed Dates

See our windows for New Xmas Fraits.

MOWAT & WALLACE

Leading Grocers, * Union Store.
Cor. Yates and Douglas Sts.

* Farquharson,
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Cases in Chambers.
‘terday morning the
tions were dealt withz
<t al.; application fo
refused questions; j
Liawson for plaintiff,
ant. M. Camsusa (de|
tions as to payment (
directions given, petitio
out of estate; Jay
Crease, contra. Devli
plication for further
ments; order made;
plaintiff, Walls for d
‘William Beattie (decel
by Walls for discharge
order that the admi
charged on passing i
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Death of Capt. Drajy
Star of November 4th,
tice of the death . of
Drake, a cousin of M
of the supreme court.
Drakes were origina
sliire, and are connee
old families of the We
came to Shardeloes, sa
Francis Drake, of K
gentleman of the Privy
I., married Joan Tothi
and co-heiress of Wil
‘had purchased Shard
Cheyne family. In th
which preceded the p
liam Tothill entertaig
who gave him the p{
‘which hangs in the pid
to the present day.
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[Suits Abandoned.—]
abandoned the actions
the holders of timber
in block 4.594 of Sou
With the dropping of t
ithe license holders ms
make application to th
the establishment of {]
Those against whom
tered were as follow
er¥own grant; S. F.
cense; G. H. Scott, cr
tinber
Phail, coal license;
& Co., timber lease
Bentley, Kanouse &
grant; William Fern
Fernie Manufacturing
©. H. Levers, crown d
Valley Co., crown gra
ker, crown grant; Mal
€rown grant.
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NOTICES IN T
OFFICIAL

New Police Magists
land---District Sd
daries Re-dd

(FROM SATURDA

The following appointr
in yesterday’s issue of t
Zette:

William son
Rossland, at-lay
agistrate in and for the

James

‘‘magistrate under the Sm

the cit~ of Rossland, and
of 10 miles from the sa
John Boultbee.

Willlam James N
Rossland, barr
d_iary magistrate in and
Kootenay.

J. J. McKenna, of We
nining recorder for that
lin Lake Mining Divisior
4s the Bennett Lake an
Divisions, with sub-recd
Wells.

Franeis Clarke Gambld

" Victoria, public works

rallway inspector for tha
British Columbia Railwa

Arthur John O'Reilly,

« barrister-at-law, t
lic in and for the provini
umbia.

Alex. Robinson, secrets
Struction, gives mnotice th
Public instruction has bea|
bounds
School district, as follows

Commencing at the noj

g distrie

Z y line bet
deh and Lake districts, al
&nd eastern boundaries off

85, to the southeast corney
due east to the Victoria
«Way; thence southerly f£(
- ®ailway to the northeast
 62; theuce due south to
‘. Aer of said section; thencd
“Southwest corner of sectio

directly north to the poi
ment.

Also, that the council
0 alter and redefine th
West Saanich School Disl
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