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Mr. Fielding Says It Will Not
‘be Tinke-ed With This
Session.

A Surplus of Over Six Millions
Expected for Fiscal
Year.v

MisunderstandingAbout Recruit-
ing a Second Thousand for
South Africa.

¥rom Our Own Correspondent.

Ottawa, March 14.—Mr. Fielding’s
Budget speech this afternoon was large-
1y quotations from the public accounts
and trade returns coupled with the an-
nouncement that there would be no
#ariff changes this session.

The surplus last year of $8,054,715
was, he said, the largest in the history
<of the country, and this year’s surplus,
e estimated, would be $6,350,000. Tak-
dng into consideartion all liabilities, in-
«<luding expenditures on capital account,
there remained a surplus, of $700,000.
which was utilized to reduce the public
«debt. The government did not propose
to interfere with the tariff, because the
<ountry wanted tariff stability. The
only modification was to make beet su-
Zar machinery absolutely free; but it
was not intended to give a bonus for the
Pproduction of beet sugar,

Referring to the Yukon gold royalty,
he stated that in three and a half
years it produced $2,040,000, while the
«irect revenue for the four years was
$4,3706,673. Deducting the expenditure
from the revenue from the district, left
a net surplus of $128,000, and for this
xeason the royalty was reduced.

Mr. Osler said that the government
an four years had increased the burdens
of the people over $30,000,000, and in-
stead of piling up surpluses, they should
either reduce the taxation or the pub-
dic debt.

Hon. Mr. Mills in the Senate to-day
aannounced that he bad prepared a bill to
increase the salary of judges, but the
menasure had not yet Teceived the ap-
proval of the government.

There does not seem any likelihood of
a ‘second one thousand men being. re-
«<ruited in Canada for the South African
Constabulary. The Minister of Militia
said to-night that the government had
mno advices on the matter from Kngland,
and the only conclusion he could draw
was that Col. Steele had confounded
the order he had received for recruiting
Amen with the original orders, which had
been already acted upon in Canada be-
#ore Col. Steele left England.

INCREASED PAY.
Aron Workers Get An Increase in Pay.

Youngtown, Ohio, March 14.—At the
"by-monthiy wage conference to-day be-
tween the iron manufacturers and the
~officials of the Amalgamated Associa-
tion of Iron and Steel Workers, the
manufacturers granted a voluntarv in-
erease of 12% cents per ton for puddling
-and two per cent. for finishers. The in-
«<rease affects about 20,000 hands.
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UNHAPPY SOLDIERS.

“Seven Kill Themselves in Porto Rican
Regiment in Six Months.

San Juan, Porto Rieca, March 14—
Two members of the Porto Rican regi-
-ment, Beltran and Arroyo, committeds
suicide to-day.  Beltran had been repri-
wmanded by an officer for untidiness and
wredered to do kitchen duty. He went to
the quarters and blew off the top of his
“head with his rifle. 'While the body of
Beltran was being buried, Arroyo, who
-was a close friend of Beltran, killed
Shimself in the same fashion. There
have been seven suicides in the native
regiment during the last six months.

This morning Clayville, an apprentice
of the United ‘States training ship Mon-
ogahela, Commander W. E. Moor, was
accidentally killed while practising with
a2 revolver. ;
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FIGHT WITH ROBBERS.

Brave Cashier Killed While Defending
Bank Funds.

Harrisburg, Pa., March 14.—Charles W.
‘Ryan, cashier of the Halifax Nafional
‘Bank, was shot-to death by Henry Rowe
and Weston Keiper, of Lykens, at ‘noon
to-day in an attempt at a daring bank
“robbery. %

The robbers were captured by a part
-of citizens soon after the crime, and were
‘brought to the Harrisburg jail, together
-with F., B. Straley, of Lykens, who is sus-
pected of being an accomplice.

Rowe and Keiper drove to Halifax from
¥lizabethville this morning and hitched
their team on the outskirts of the town and
“boldly proceeded to the bank. Kach had a
wevolver and they ordered the attaches of
the bank to throw up their hands and turn
over the money. One of them held in check

¥ustenburgh the president, Littler, the tell-|°

er, and ex-President Dave Swartz, who was
in the bank on private business. Another
govered Cashier Ryan, and under the men-
ace of the revolver, the cashier collected
the cash in the drawer to the amount of
$2,000, and placed it in a satchel the rob-
bers had brought with them, Rowe, with
‘the cash-stuffed satchel in his hand. backed
out toward the dunr anl Kelper alsy meov-
ed toward the entrance to the bank. Just
when it seemed that 1he robbers woted sve-
<eed in getting away, Cashier Ryan leaped
forward in an attempt to kunock up the
revolver of the man with the money. In
the scuffle several shots ,were fired and
MRyan fell to the floor shot through the
‘zroln by a bullet from the pistol of Rowe.
"Mr. Fastenburg grabel Ro.ve, andafter a
short scufflé’ threw bim to the floor, Keip-
<t ran to the door. The nolse of the shots
attracted J.. F. Lyttler, who has a store
mear the bank building, He ran ount with
his shot gun and pursued Keiper for one
block and shet him in the back of the head,
when the robbee surr:iisred. Mr. Hrsan

' wwas taken to his heme after the captlure

of the desperadoes, 17ere he died early this
aorning. :

(gMPULSORY EDUCATION.
QDuebee Legislature Votes Down Bill to
Fine Delinquent Parents,

‘Quebee, March 14—The legislature
4o-day voted down a proposal by Dr.
Croshois to make education compulsory.
"The bill provided a fine for the parents
of children between the ages of 8 and

tking w! was
convicted of the murder of Mrs. J. P.
Dunning in the summer of 1898 and
sentenced to life imprisonment.

B a3 TR
THAT FRENCH DUEL.

Principal Shadowed by Police to Pre-
vent Trouble.

Lausanne, Switzerland, March 14.—
M. Paul Deroulede arrived here to-day.
The police are shadowing him closely to
prevent the duel.

—————— Qe
ULUNDA ARRIVES.
Anxiously Looked For Steamed Reach-

es Port Safely. )

St. John'’s, Nfld., March 14.—The Fur-
ness-Allan liner Ulunda, Capt. (Cham-
bers, which left Liverpool on February
23, for St. John’s, arrived here this
morning after a dfrightful passage, the
worst in the experience of all on board.
She had boisterous weather during the
entire voyage.

—

DROP IN COPPER.

Ten Thousand Dolln?s’ Worth Lost at
QOgdensburg.

Ogdensburg, N. Y., March 14.—While
heavily laden cars of copper en. route
from Canada to New York were being:
taken from the transfer steamer Arm-
strong at the New York Central slip to-
day, a coupling broke as the last car
was running on to the apron. Before it
could be blocked the ‘car ran back on
the steamer, crashing_through the boat
rail. = The car broke in two, and one
half of it dropped into the St. Lawrence
with its contents, valued atabout
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The Funeral
Preparations

State Ceremonial for General
Harrison Will Take Place
To-Morrow.

But the ‘Burial Wiil Not be
Till the Following
Day.

Indianapolis, March 14.—Acting on

the instructions of Governor Durbin,
Charles E. Wilson, his private secre-
tary, to-day sent messages to the gov-
ernors of every state and territory in-
forming them of the funeral arrange-
ments. Adjutant-General Groe issued
an order calling out the entire state mil-
itia. The companies will arrive on Fri-
day night and Saturday morning, anad
will remain here until Saturday even-
i_ng.. It was arranged to have the body
lie in state from noon or shortly before
that hour until 10 o’clock = Satorday
night, when it will be returned to the
Harrison home, there to remain antil
the funeral services on Sunday after-
noon. ! The militia will  form under
command of Brig.-Gen. McKe», iu
Washington street, in front of the Cap-
itol, at 10 o’clock Saturday morning,
and will move to the 'Harrison home.
Promptgy at 11 o’clock the body will be
placed in the funeral car and takeh to
the state house. In addition to the
troops of the guard, an escort will be
made of several Grand Army posts of
the city and state. 'The 17th regiment.
to which Gen. Harrison belonged, will
be the guard of honor, marching imme-
diately in front of the funeral car.
" Immediately ahead of the regiment
will be the Grand Army posts, and in
front of them the state troops. While
the body is lying in state it will be
guarded by detachments of artillery.

Despatches of condolence were 're-
ceived during the day from Baron
(Lord) Alverstone, chief justice of Eng-
land (formerly Sir Richard Webster),
who acted as chief counsel for Great
Britain in the Venezuelan boundary dis-
pute; Postmaster<General Smith, Booth-
Tucker, of the Salvation Army; W. U.

/| Ting Fang, the Chinese ambassador,
and many others.

THE MANITOBA
RAILWAY ACT

Mayor of Winnipeg Calls Public
Meeting to Protest Against
it.

From Our Own Correspondent.
Winnipeg, March 14.—Railway mat-

| ters were not mentioned in the legis-

lature to-day, except by the Premier,
who rose to a question of privilege und
complained of misrepresentation of his
speech in a morning newspaper:
“Mayor Arbuthnot has called a public
meeting of the citizens to be held at the
Winnipeg theatre to-morrow night " to
protest against the action of the govern-
ment in passing the railway contracts.”
It is reported that Andrew Carnegie
the Pittsburg millionaire has offered
Winnipeg $100,000 for a public library
on the same conditions as the Ottawa

grant, ;
Nearly five hundred Ontario settlers
arrived on colonist trains to-day.
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POLITE BOERS.

Kritzinger’s Commando Does Not In-
ulge in Wanton «Destruction.

Adelaide, Cape Colony, March 13.—
| Kritzinger’s - commando is = working
northward and has eluded three British
columns, It ;_;atgsed here gn both sides
of the town without attacking. ~Yester-
day evening a Boer patrol captured fonr
native scouts and shot three of them.
Kritzinger’s men have carried off ail-the
horses in the Albany district, for which,
as they were regisiered, Great. Britain
will have to pay, The raiders wera
civil to the inhabitants of the district,
although they commande rcd hirses anl
food. 'They did not induiz: m wanton
destruction of property and " mary
casesdoﬁered cash for t'c food they cb-
tained. : ! .
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‘Are free from all crude and frritating
matter. Concentrated medicine only. Car-

16 who did not attend school a’ ffast
16 weeks per year, :

‘ter’s Litle Liver Pills, Very sme'l; very,

The Army
Increase

Opposition Leaders Criticise the
Increase in Britain’s Mili-
tary Power.

Government Questioned Relative
to Russia and Manchuria
Trouble.

Dimensions of the Submarine
Boats to be Added to
the Navy.

London, March 14.—In the House of
Commbons to-day the leaders of the
opposition searchingly criticized the
government's proposals for the increase
and reform of the army. Bir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman said: “ The name
and fame of Lord Roberts are a httle
too largely invoked in this question.”
He declared that no justification had
been offered ‘by the government for in-
creasing the aggressive military power
of Great Britain. ;

Sir William Vernon Harcourt, who
reviewed the rapid increase in the
army estimates during recent years,

said that nothing could be more hollow
than the idea that great armaments
were a surety for

was an easy matter to make a war in-
evitable. England’s position is in the
sea, and it is the fleet that must be
made sufficient, at whatever cost.

Lord Cranborne, under secretary of
the foreign office, replying to questions
concerning Great Britain’s negotiations
with the United States rclative to Rus-
sia and Manchuria, said the government
was in constant communication with the
powers concerned on every phase of the
Chinese question, but that it would be
contrary to the public interest to enter
into particulars at the present moment.

Answering another question, Lord
Cranborne said no steps had been taken
by His Majesty’s government to revise
the Hay-Pauncefote treaty, but the gov-
ernment would be ready to consider in a
friendly way any proposals made toward
that object by the United States.

After midnight and during the de-
bate on supply, a scene occurred in the
Commons. Lord Hugh Cecil called for
a division, and Mr. Timothy Healy, ris-
ing with evident excitement, asked the
Spealger whether the noble Lord the
Premier’s son, was entitled to interrupt.
He addressed some remarks to Lord
Cecil, which were drowned in an uproar
of shouts and cries of “Send for the po-
lice!” The Speaker sternly called Mr.
Healy to order, asking him to stop in-
terrupting. Mr. Healy retorted: “I
won’t; you can do what you like, but
keep the Premier’s son in order. You
won’t turn him out.” Then turning to
Lord Hugh Cecil, Mr. Healy exclaimed:
“We won’t stand nonsense from you.”
All the time the Nationalists were cheer-
ing, laughing and shouting.

Now that the British government has
admitted that it is building submarine
boats, the Voikers Company has given
out their corrected dimensions and other
particnlars. = They will be 63 feet 4
inches long, have 11 feet 9 inch beam,
and have a submerged displacement of
120 tons. The main engine, of the
gasoline type, will be 160 horse-power.
The boats will ‘carry enough fuel to
cnable them to steam 400 knots.. The
maximum surface speed will be 9 knots.
The main motor will be electric, giving
a submerged speed of 7 knots. Means
will be provided for ‘expelling torpedoes
under a‘variety of conditions. The
armament-of these vessels will consist
of a single torpedo expulsion tube locat-
ed in the bow of the vessel. They will
be able to carry five torpedoes each 11
feet 8 inches long.
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CORONATION OATH.
Orangemen Object to a Change Being
Made In It.

Stratford, Ont., March 14, — The
Orange Grand Lodge of Ontario to-day
decided to send Mr. Chamberlain a pro-
test against any change in the coronation
oath, and also protested against the re-
cent action of the Dominion parliament.
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THE BLUE BIRD.
Important Ore Strike Made on Lower
Arrow Lake.

Roasland, Marech 14.—Word reached
this city to-dav of an important strike
made on the Blue Bird, one of the pro-
perties of the Montana Gold Mining Co.
The properties of the company are lo-
cated near Deer Park on Lower Arrow
Lake. A shaft had been sunk 100 feet
and a crosscut was made from: its bot-
tom 155 feet.. At this point the ledge
was tapped, and it has been crosscnt f&r
11 feet, and the hanging wall is not.yet
in sight, The ore averages $37.69 to
the' ton. The management is greatly
pleased with the find, and as soon as
the ledge is drifted on, the intention is
to commence stoping .and shipping the
ore. The strike is the most important
that - har yet been —ade alorg Lower
Arrow Lake.

MARCONI

Will Show the Americans How to Us»
‘Wireless Telegraphy.

New York, March 14.—G. Marconi.
the demonstrator of wireless telegrapt-.
who  arrived here to-day. said he ex-
vected to remain in the United Statcs
but a few weeks. = ‘ One of the reasora
of my visit,” said he *is to establish
wireless tclegraphy stations along the
coast, so that vessels arriving and
departing can communicate with- the
shore.. Some of the companies are sun-
plied with instruments, but are unable
to use them. as there are no stafions,
The North German ILloyd line will nse
the wireless system of reporting, but !
ecannot say what other lines will use it.
In the British nayy wireless telegraphy
is nsad, and at the present time forty
PBritish war vessels are fitted ottt with
instruments. They have been abia to

flashing the messages a distance of 200
miles.”
prre i 2 A
TELEGRAPHIC BRIEFS.

‘The Times says it bellteves that In adas-
tion to a sugar tex and the re'mposition ot
the registration doty af a #hilling on enrn,
the income tax will be ‘increased by two-
pence or fourpence ou the pound.

easy to .tlif: no pain; no gripif§, 9 rurg-
ing. - Try them. .

communicate with shore anfd each other, ]

“Arthur Saunders Gore, the 'fifth Jor]l of

WEIL

WEILER

Our first consignment of Fall Goods In tne Upholstering, Drapery and Curtaln line

are now on sale, and we can only say that for coloring, artistic effect and value we
have surpassed ourselves in these last purchasings.

Iatest Novelties From

Paris, Berlin, London.

BROS.

Steamer Every
Five Days

Islander and Amur to Give Five
Day Service to Skag-
way.

Capt. Troup Talks of C. P. N.
Arrangements—To Improve
the Service.

The new management of the C. P. N.
Co. propose to make improvements to
the steamship services under their con-
trol, according to Capt. Troup, the man-
ager, and they have been figuring for
some time past on what changes are to
be made. 'They of course had to go
slowly in order that the arrangements
made were the best that could pe donc.
People could rest assured, nie said, that
the service would be put in muca better
shape than at present, both vn th2 Vie-
toria-Vancouver route and on the north-
ern routes. The C. P. R. wews, he
said, noted for the efliciency of their
services, and the sgervices maniged by
him would be brought up fully to whut
was required of them. And as to ther
doings in Victoria, he biad been .p-
structed to be as fair znd just wi'h
Victoria as could be, and tae Jistribation
of .the patronage would be fair aad
equitable. The offices will of course
be where they are at presen:, and there
the new manager will make his head-
quarters.

The improvements *o the Lynn Canal
route are to be begun st unce.  The
steamer Islander is now buing made
ready for this servic:, and she will be
placed on the Skagway tout2 at the be-
ginning of April, and will be run on a
ten-day schedule, leaving 'and arriving,
as near as can be arrang:l, on a time-
table which will allow »f a2 time of
Jher coming and going beiaz adhered to
regularly. The steamer will be Tun as
a fast passenger steamer, leaving Vie-
toria every ten lays for th3 North, and
sailing ‘from Skagway fur Victoria
evéry ten days. The stearer Amar is
to be run in' eonnection with 1the
Islander, sailing every ter days (n a
similar schedule, alternatinz with 1ra¢
of the Islander, which will zive a fives
day service—a steamer poing and com-
ing every five days on reguiar :fuae.

New steamers are o he sseured for
this route, but as yet the negutiations
for their purchase have not be:n. vomn-
pleted. 1t is the aim of the compuny
not to hurry the purchase, in orde~ that
the steamers securad will be the best
that can be obtained for tie servizoe, wnd
they will be the fastest and best gt.rll
on the route, so as to get the business.
Capt. Troup said he had been up and
down the Atlantic coast and elsewhere
looking at many steamers, but wp to
the present no vesséls had been secg{ed
that came up to the requirements. The
steamers to be put on will be the speed-
jest on the route, and their passctnger
accommodations will make them popular
boats.

The other steamers now in the north-

at present, but the Islander and Amur
are to be *the’ passenger liners, both
running, as said before, on a regular
schedule. ; y

The Charmer will continue on the
Vancouver route for the present, on the
same time as she nmow runs; in fact,
from what can be learned, said Capt.
Proup, the daylight service of the
Islander leaving the outer wharf at 7
a.m. did not seem to meet with fayor.
When the run can be made in four
hours, then of course a daylight service
will be the popular one. It is the com-
pany’s intention to improve this, as well
as the other serviees, but as yet there
is nothing to announce. The service
will be made as convenient as possible
and keep the train connections.

Asked regarding a rumor current
that many of the officials of the loeal
office were to be retired:——all, in faet,
save two—Capt. Troup said that, while
there might ultimately be some changes,
such a step was not now contemplated.
Regarding some complaints that t}le new
uniforms for the officers of the different
steamers, for which they ylll have " to
pay $40, 'will be made in Montreal,
Capt. Troup said that all the uniforms
worn on every branch of the C. P. R.
railway and steamer services were
made in Montreal by one house, and
Victoria was treated alike in  this re-
spect with Vancouver, ‘Winnipeg, To:
ronto and every other point along tl_xe
company’s routes.  The company will
be fair and just with Vietoria.
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- POISONED MEAT. ;

Chinaman Dies Through Eating Bait
For a Dog.

Chinaman named Ah Lin died from
poison  to-day. Some . fresh. meat
sprinkled  with “rough on rats” was
thrown:into a lane to poison a dog. Ah
Lin, who was very destitute, picked np
the meat and ate it on the spot. He
died in convulsions. 3

R S Rl
ICE MOVING.

St. John’s. Nfid., March 14—The New-
foundland Railway & Steamship Com-
pany’s steamer Bruce, which arrived
to-day from North Sydney, C.B., re-

doming ont of the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
svhich’ avill be in the track of shipping

Arran, ‘died yesterday.

within a few days.

i

Vancouver, March 14.—(Speciall—A

ports having passed 100 miles of ice.

| name of Morin, Thompson and Company.

ern service will of course continue as!
i‘an official ligquidator will be appointed. R.

PROVINCIAL
GAZETTE NOTES

Appointment of Dr. Manchester
Officially Confirmed—Other
Notices.

In the current issue of the provinclal Ga-
zette notice is given of the appointment
of George H. Manchester as medical super-
intendent of the hospital for the insane at
New Westminster, vice Dr. G. F. Bodding-
ton, resigned. The appointment takes ef-
fect from March 1st. Other appointments
of which notice is given are: .

John A. Murray of Well Park, Sooke, to
be g justice of the peace for the counties
of Vietoria, Nanaimo, Vancouver, West-
minster, Yale, Cariboo and Kootenay.

Leonard Norris of Vernon, government
agent; to be district registrar of the Ver-
non registry of ‘»a Supreme court.

William Rose Lord, of Pori Essington,
to be recorder for the province; stipendiary
magistrate for the Skeena mining division,
and to hold a small debts court within the
said mining division.

The Lieutenant-Governor in Council has
appointed the undermentioned provineial
constables to be deputy immigration officers
James Kirby, of Port Bssington, for Cas-
slar district.

H. F. M. Jones, of Shoal Bay, Thurlow
Islad, for New Westminster district.

A. W. Laune, of Mission City, for New
Westminster distriet.

J. A. Dinsmore, of Grand Forks, for Yale
district.

Geo. Tunningham, of Greenwood, for
Yale district.

A. MecLeod, of Fernie, for Kootenay dis-
trict.

In addition to thd provision for the regis-
tration of bills of sale at the office of the
registrar of the county court at Grand
Forks for the Grand Forks miring division
and at the aame office in Greenwood .for
the Kettle River Mining division, registra-
tion may be made after April 1Ist, at the
same office in Vernon for the Vernon and
Osoyoos mining divisions and at Kamloops
for the remainder of the county of Yale.

A registry of the Supreme court has been
established at Vernon. :

Examinations for certificates for efficien-
cy in the practice of assaying will be held
at Victoria ‘on March 25 and at Nelson on
April 15. ;

The Bonanza Hydraulic company, limited,
the B. C. Pyrites company, limited; Deiroit
and PEriec Gold Mining and Development
company, limited, and the South Vancou-
ver. Lumber and Manufacturing company,
limited, have been incorporated.

Notice is given by George Le La Poer
Berresford that he will not be responsible
for any debts or contracts entered into in
connection with the Fraser River Oil and
Guano company unless authorized by him-
self or his agents, Messrs. W, A. Ward ot
this city, or Messrs. 'W. A. Andersor &
company, limited, of Vancouver.

Application will be made under the Water
Clauses Aet by the Moyie Water company,
to the Supreme court in thig ecity, on April
18th, to enable the company to construct a
waterworks system for the town of Moyle.

John A, Morin, J, E. W. Thompson and G.
A. Rumgerger have formed limited partner-
ship to carry on business as general mer-
chants at the town of Phoenix under the

A meeting of the creditors of Oppenhel-
mer Brothers, Limited, . will be held at
Vancouver on Saturday, and on Tuesday

G. Tatlow is the provisional liquidator for
the winding up of the company.

Classes of instruction for prospectors,
miners and others interested in mining are
being held in Rossland, B, C., under the
control of the Rossland School of Mines,
assisted by a grant from the provincial
government. The instructors are J. M. Me-
Gregor, B. A, Sc.,, P. I, 8, and H E. T.
Haultain, B. A. Se. The course extends
over the months of January, February,
March and April, and consists of a series
of lectures and classes on five c¢venings
each week. The course covers: Chemistry.
—A short course of lectures preparatory to
the course in mineralogy and blowpiping.

Mineralogy and Blowpiping.—Lectures on
the elements of mineralogy illustrated by
hand speécimens and a course of blow-
piping.

Geology—ILectures  on elements of geology
as illustrated from the geology of British
Columbia, and the mode of occurrence of
ore deposits, veln formation, fissures, faults
ete,, and field methods. 7

Prospecting and Winning of Ores.—The
application of the principles of mineralogy,
geology and mechanics to the discovery and
winning of valuable minerals, and the
methods and appliances in use to open-up
the depoeits, and the various methods of
ore treatment. :

Mechanics.—The elementary principles of
mechanics and thelr application to mining.
dealing with strength of iron, steel and
timber, and machinery.

Drawing.—The clements of drawing, such
as will enable the student to make service-
able sketches in the field, the free-hand
sketching. of machinery and the prinei-
ples of reading maps and plans and sur-
veys.,

There will be a small reference iibrary,

———— ik
FRENCH ARMY. *

Measure to Relieve Soldiers Who
. Support Their Families.

Paris, March- 14.—As a result of to-
day's eabinet conncil, Gen. Andre will
ask the senatorial commission on finance
to adopt and submit to the senate’ the
clause in the budget already voted by
the schamber of deputies, which author-
izes the minister of war to re-engage '
certain number of privates at increased
pay for reasonable periods of from:one
to five years. and to release a number
of soldiers who are the eupport of their

“" MINE CLOSING

Men Meet to Discuss Situation
—Mr. Dunsmuir’s Explana-
tion of Question.

The Colonist is in receipt of the fol-
lowing despatch:

“ Nanaimo, March 13.—A mass meet-
ing of locked-out Alexandria miners to-
day heard the- answer of Hon, James
Dunsmuir to the miners’ secretary’s let-
ter proposing arbitration. It was as
follows:

“¢ Replying to your letter of March
7, the men were informed at the time
the Alexandria mine closed that it was
on account of the company not having
a market for that coal, and anyone
wanting work could get it either at
Comox or MKxtension. ‘1'he market has
not improved any since the mine closed;
in fact, the prospects now are that It
will be some time before we can operate
that mine again. The company does
not consider it has any difficulty with the
men, consequently there is nothing to
settle. The mine closed because it can-
not sell the coal, and it will have to re-
main closed until we get a market.

“¢Yours truly
«+JAMES DUNSMUIR,
¢ ¢ President.’

“The Secretary’s letter ran thus:

“¢Sir,—1 am directed to inform Yyou
that at a meeting of the Miners’ Pro-
tective Union held here on March 6, 1t
was resolved that an arbitration com-
mittee be appointed to call upon Yyou
with a view of the settlement of the
present difficulty. I trust you will give
the matter your earnest consideration
and let me know at as early a date as
possible if you can meet the committee,
and what time and place is most con-
venient to yourself.

“¢LIONEL TERRY,
“ Secretary S. M. P. U

“The miners after the reading of
these letters asked the secretary to read
the report of the committee which re-
ceived from Superintendent Faulds last
December the company’s reasons for
closing the mines. This was that the
Alexandria men would be re-engaged
on the following Monday (24th) on the
understanding that a miner’'s ton of
coal be increased from 2,352 to 2,800
pounds, and that nothing be paid for
turning places; all men living outside
Alexandria were required to take out
their tools (i. e., were discharged).
Strong speeches in denunciation of the
company’s alleged duplicity were made.
The principal speaker said that last De-
cember it was because the company
wanted to reduce the men's wages that
the mines were closed. Now the com-
pany said it was because they could not
get a market for this coal, although
everybody kmnew Victoria was burning
‘Washington coal, though there mnever
had been a complaint against the Alex-
andria product. This practically settles
the Alexandria lock-out for the present.
The men say they will wait around m
hope of the mine being re-opened, but
most of these, it is expected, will aban-
don the camp for other places.

* Two hundred men are involved, 8b

receiving relief. A family of father,
mother and iseven children live on $2 a
week; others are also suffering almost
as much, The Nanaimo Union pledged
jtself to support® the Alexandria men,
financially and morally. Some interest-
ing developments are expected.”
When the abpove despatech was shown
o Mr. Dunsmuir, he said there was just
enough truth in it to make it mislead-
ing. “Itis quite true,” he said, “that
Mr, Faulds told the men last December
that the mine would be opened if they
would agree to certain terms offered by
him, but there is'not the least inconsist-
ency between that offer-and my letter.
I have not the least objection to tell the
public about this matter. On my re-
turn from San Francisco last Decem-
ber, T went up the line as far as Lady-
smith, and from there I telephoned to
Mr. Faulds that on &ccount of = there
being no market for the Alexandria
coal, he was to shut down the mine
until further orders: but that, if eny
of the men wanted to, they could obtamn
work at the ‘Wellington mine, at Ex-
tension or at Comox. They were at
that time employed in ‘and in connec-
tion with the mine at Alexandria about
170 men all. told, of whom about YU
were .miners. There were 32 China-
men, nome ‘of whom were employed
underground; that is, there were not
more than 140 white men. affected by
the proposed closing of the mine. As
soon as the men learned that the mine
would be closed, they sent a deputation
ito Victoria to see me, and I explamed
‘to them that the mine had been ordered
‘closed because there was no sale for the
coal. I also told them that they could
get work at the Wellington mine and
at Comox, and said that I -would re-
open the mine if I could find a market
for the coal. I reminded them that 1
had  offered to make a year's contract
with the men in July last at the wages
then paid, and had sent the contract up
to the mine to be signed, but that the
miners refused to sign 1t, saying they
had me in a hole. :

“ Mr. Faulds had asked me if I wou'd
have any objection to re-opening the
mine if he could make a satisfactory
arrangement with the men, I told him
that T would try it, if the daily output
was limited to about 300 tons, - Before
this Mr. Faulds had told the men that
we would not pay for turming-places. 1
did not” know he had done so. This
change, while an advantage to the
mine, is not a disadvantage to the
miner.”’ :

Mpr, Dunsmuir here explained that by
opening the stalls at their full width €ie
mine would be more economically mar-
nged than under the system of first
driving narrow “turning-places, but the
men could not make as much. He con-
tinued:

“ Mr. Faunlds then mad-> the proposal
mentioned  in  the Nanaimo despateh,
and the reason why the offer was con-
fined to. men living at Alexandria was
that there were bplenty of men living
there to: get out the limited quantity of
coal sthat 1 felt safe in having mined In
the absence of a market. A good many
of the men employed at the Alexandna
mines. lived in Nanaimo ‘and elsewhera
away, from the mine. and it seemed only
common justice, when reducing the
~force, to give nreference to -those who
lived at the mine.”

In regard to the statement that 200
men are involved, Mr. Dunsmuir said
it was  incorrect. “The Alexandria
pay-rolls show that the number of men
employed was in the mneighborhood of
170, of whom 32 were Chinamen.  'This
leaves 138 white :men. 'Of these, some
40 had gone to work at the mine at Ex-
tension, which left 98, who, so far as 1
hdve any means of knowing, may be out
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union chms'm“sﬁ en, b:ﬁ even if

e inamen are inciuded, the whol.
number of persons affected by the clos-
ing of the mine will Dot exceed 130. |
am sorry that any men should be affect-
ed, and anyone must see that it is more
my interest to keep the mine open thayp
it is anyone else’s. I would open th.
mine to-morrow if 1 had a market for
the coal, but it is just as well to re-
member that we are dependent upon the
San Francisco market. In that market
we are handicapped by a duty of ¢
cents per ton, a S-cent tax, and a suffi-
cient difference in freight, as compareg
with the state of Washington mines, t,
bring the amount up to $1 per ton. In
addition we have to pay from ‘25 to ou
per cent. more wages for an eight-hour
day than the Washington mine-owners
pay for a ten-hour day. This is a very
serious matter to overcome, and we
would be utterly helpless if our grade or
coal was not superior. But anyone can
see for himself that there is a limit to
the advantage resulting from this su-
periority. And I may as well say now
that in view of tlie recent discoveries
of oil in California, it is likely that
British Columbia coal will meet with
new and very formidable competition.
It is extremely possible that, unless the
miners will agree to scale their wages
0 as to enable us to meet competition,
the output of the Vancouver coal mines
may have to be further curtailed in the
near future. As to what is said about
Washington coal being burned in Vic-
toria, this is simply an attempt to make
out a case against us, for the whole
amount of coal imported into Victoria
from the state of ‘Washington in a
year would not keep the Alexandria
mine running at full force for twenty-
four hours.”
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Secretary Resigns.—Mr. €. Leslie
Evans has resigned the position of book-
ing agent for the Savoy circuit, which
he has occupied for the past two months.
He and his talented wife and son will
again go on the road, and Victorians
who have had the pleasure of seeing
them in their interesting acts will hope
that their engagements will bring them
to this city often.

A. O. U. W.—The grand lodge, A. O.
U. W., has been in session in Vancou-
pver this week, delegates attending from
all over the province. The Vancouver
lodge entertained the members on Wed-
nesday night, and a new lodge was es-
tablisbed, known as the New Twentieth
Century Lodge, which will start busi-
ness with a membership of forty char-
ter members.

Greater Business.—J. Francis Lee,
traffic manager of the White Pass rail-
way, returncd to the Sound on Wednes-
day, and when interviewed by the Post-
Inteliigencer, said: “There is now every
indication that the business between Se-
attle, Victoria and Vancouver and Daw-
son during the eoming spring and sum-
mer season is going to be greater than
last year. ©Orders for shipments are
coming in daily and are already far
ahead of those at the same period last
year. These orders are for all classes
of goods, and indicate that the mer:
chants of Dawson anticipate a big sum-
wmer’s trade.”

For the Exhibition.—A well attend-
ed meeting of the B. C. Agricultural,
Industrial and Mineral Association was
held iast night to make further arrange-
ments for the coming fall exhibition.
Letters were read from G. W. Beebe,
of. Agassiz, and S, H. Shannon, of Clov-
erdale, asking for information regarding
the exhibition and offering suggestions,
the latter not wanting “any Yankee
humbugs as judges.” Both were laid
on the table, and then the prize list was
considered and partly arranged. The
women’s exhibits were left in the hands
of the local cogﬁe of women.

Taken from Their Cave.—The she
bear and her cub which have been lock-
ed in a cave on Grouse mountain, East
Sooke, for two months, were yesterday
eaptured by Henry Fisher and Joseph
Porier. When the bears were locut-
ed some two months ago, the mouth of
the cave was closed up, and efforts were
made to starve them out. This proved
a slow process, so yesterday Messrs.
Fisher and Porier went to  the eave,
and removing the barricade, waited for
the bears to come out. The she bear
made a break for the opening, and was
lassoed by Mr. Fisher, and strangled
herself in her efforts to escape. The
cub was driven out by the dogs and
caught by the two men after quite a
struggle, both having their clothes torn..
The wounds inflicted on the cub by the
dogs caused his death. The body of the
cub is on view at Frank <Campbells,
and that of the bear at Goodacre's
market.

Legal Intelligence.—In the case of- R.
T. Ward v. Dr. Reynolds and Doxalt,
an action for the recovery of $18,000,
the balance of the value of shares in the
Anderson Lake mines of Cariboo, which
came before Mr. Justice Walkem yester-
day, the plaintiff abandoned his case.
after one witness had been examined,
and judgment was entered for the de-
fendants, with costs. L. and A, D.
iCrease for the plaintiff, and L. P. Duff
for the defendants. In R. T. Ward v.
+the Bank of B. N. A. and Cran, a sim-
flar edse, which has been going on for
two days, judgment was reserved. L.
and A. D. Cresse for plaintiff and J.
Taylor for the Bank of B. N. A, and
Gordon Hunter for Mr. Cran. The
following applications were disposed of
in Chambers by Mr. Justice Martin: In
Victoria v. Bowes, an application made
for documents, an order was made giv-
ing fourteen days’ timmp. In re the es-
tate of Harry Anderson, deceased, an
application for probate of will was
granted. ' An application was made to
deliver interrogatories by plaintiffs in
the case of Dalby Co. v. B. C. Market
'Co., in the County Court, and an order
was made.
e ——

JAPAN FINANCE.

House of Peers Passes the Imperial
Message.

Yo?hamn. March 14.—The House of
Peers met to-day and adopted a respect-
ful reply to the imperial message, ex-
pressing their consent to the Emperor's
suggestion that it was the duty of the
House of Peers to provide money for
military purposes and place the finances
of the conntry upon a sound hasis.
The crisis is thus ended, as the taxation
bills are certain to be passed.

PECE ", S

WORDS OF PRAISE.

The following letter speaks for itself:

i * ""Yietoria, March 9, 1901.
Mr. Jesse A. Longfield, Victoria, B.C.:

My dear Mr. Longfield: Allow me to
congratulate you upon the excellent con-
dition in which you placed the organ in
St. John’s Episcopal church, Victoria.
for my  recital last evening. The
changes you made according to my sug-
gestions; and the promptness with which
you repaired certain defects in the ac-

‘of 'work by reasoniiof the closing of the

(families ‘and have serv \ i¢e or two
years. S

mine.’” I do not count the Chinamen.
‘because I am very sure that the minérs’

tion, indicate your perfect familiarity
with . the instrument.
Yours very truly,

The Speak

p.m.
Rev. H. 8.
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