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A Genius of the
Press-Room

MR. ROBERT MERCER AND ?HIS 
SERVICES TO THE “GREAT 

ART.”

TheBy ALEX. A. PARSONS, J.P., in 
Newfoundland Quarterly.

The above title refers to a genial, 
brainy, resourceful machines! of to
day, of Unbounded

that has attended his efforts. All his 
undertakings have been natural de
velopments of the line of work on 
which he first set ont .Wherever he 
has seen an advantage along his own 
legitimate path, he has followed it up, 
but he has never wandered off into 
side issues "to the detriment of his 
regular way of doing thiiys. It is to 
such men of one purpose, of which 
there are far too few, that the "craft” 
and the country owes its best work.

Mr. Robert Mercer was born at Bay 
Roberts in 1856. He ’ comes from a 
brawny race, being a descendant of 
one of those sturdy old Devonshire 
"adventurers" who came to New
foundland in the days of the "Floating 
Surrogates,” and whose ancestors 
gloried in their connection with the 
British Empire-bniiders of days gone 
by—the men who, under renowned 
leaders like Drake, Frobisher, Haw
kins, Howard, etc., made "the flag of 
old England" the emblem of civil and 

! religious liberty "all over and around 
' the Seved Seas” But Mr. Mercer’s 

disposition is somewhat different from 
i that of his forebears, inasmuch as he 
is- a lover of the arts of peace rather 
than the arts of war. And so he thinks:
“They were made to exalt us, to teach 

us, to bless,
Those invincible brothers—the Pen 

and the Press.”
However, since his early boyhood 

; he has been pretty closely identified 
i with "the art preservative of all 
j arts—the noble art of printing.” As 
already intimated, the particular de- 

j partment with which he has been in 
I touch during the greater part of his 
j active life is that of the all-important 
and indispensable press-room, where

20 cents TO-
FAREWELL PROGRAMME OF THE CELEBRATED ARTISTS

PAULINE THURSTON
In hër Latest Creation—First time on any Stage: — The Sensational

CRAZY QUILT DANCE 
Featuring the most unusual and Bizarre Costume.
Also the “GIPSY BOY,” to Brahms 6th Hungarian Dance.

The Accomplished Cellie
(a) “MEDITATION/
(b) “BECAUSE,” by

ay the Big favourites : 
Thais, by Massenet. / 
ielot. !

TWO REEL COMEDY ' AND AN ALL FOX FILM SERVICE

“ The Alarm.” “A California Romance.” F<
ON TO-NIGHT APft) TO-MORROW NIGHT B RUCH AND THURSTON WILL APÏ

WORLD WIDE EVENTS

News Service.
AT 8.45. ________ ;

energy, untiring , ------ ------------ ---------------
and endless persistence in i the stereotyped Plate is made from theindustry__ _______ _ ».________  — •

the ways of the world in general and matrix and where the intricate and 
the newspaper world in particular, j complicated printing machine, which 
which qualifications have helped to requires the most careful and unre- 
much of success and worthy achieve- mitting attention, supplies the city 
ment in his occupation; a man who 
has been for many years known to the

city—and of ! Mr- —--------------------------- - — —-
whole printing business was : cquired when 

j a boy in the office of " ’ ’

printers of the entire 
late to the printers of 
country.

Although so long identified with 
newspaper work here and elsewhere, 
he has nothing to do with parties or 
polities. With the true instinct of a 
born “industrie list,” he prefers good 
clean business to the. rascalities of

and country with the indispensable 
morning and evening newspaper.

Mercer’s first knowledge of the

_______ the Weekly
Telegraph, printed and published by 
the late John T. Burton. Here he spent 
a period of six years. Afterwards he 
proceeded to Montreal, entered the 
employ of Messrs. John Lovell & 
Sons, book publishers, where he re
mained the greater part of a year.politics. Singleness of purpose has ---------— -

been a prominent cause of the success i Thense he moved on to the United
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States and obtained work at once in 
the big printing establishment of 
Adams, Weston Co., at Rouse’s Point, 
in the State of New York. There he 
continued till 1887, when he returned 
to Newfoundland and to his native 
town of Bay Roberts. He soon return
ed to St. John’s, where he linked up 
his time and talents with the Evening 
Telegram, and where he still remains 
—“the genius of the press-room” . 
there! 1

The position of press-man or, prop
erly speaking, press-room engineer— 
as all who possess a practical know
ledge of the printing business will 
admit—is a most exacting one. To 
him the editor and proprietor looks j 
for the regular and satisfactory ap
pearance of the paper. When any
thing gets “out of gear” in the press- i 
room the Issue for the day is held up 
till the difficulty has been located and 
removed. Under Mr. Mercer’s personal 
supervision and careful direction, 
trouble with the press-room ma
chinery seldom occurs, and when it 
does, this sensitive ear, keen observa
tion and long experience enable him 
to locate and remove it immediately.

Mr. Mercer is a firm believer in the 
axim that “Great- things can be done 
by application and industry.” He says : 
"The man who sits down on the road 
to success and waits for a free ride, 
will be left; and the man who jumps 
on the tailboard of someone’s else’s 
success will be greeted with a cry of 
‘Whip behindV"

As a matter of fact, whatever, suc
cess the Evening Telegram has 
achieved in the domain of journalism 
—and it has long been regarded as 
the leading newspaper here—must be 
largely attributed to the efficient ser
vices of Mr. Robert Mercer. Nor does 
he confine his operations to the 
press-room of that paper. His ser
vices are always available to others 
in distress, and I think I am safe in 
saying that pretty Well all the print
ing concerns in the city have, from 
time to time, in emergencies, availed 
of his generous assistance. I notice 
that Francis Quarles, in his “Quaint 
Fancies," likens the world to a print
ing concern, and makes the following 
“quaint” estimate of the universe :—

"The world’s a printing house ; ;
Our words, our thoughts,

Our deeds, are characters of 
Several sizes ;

Bach soul is a compositor,
Of whose faults 

The Levites are correctors; v 
Heaven revises :

Death is the common press 
From whence being driven,

We’re gathered, sheet by sheet.
And bound for heaven.”

Cello RedtadWiH be 
an Exceptional Treat

The announcement that Mr. Fritz 
Bruch, the Cellist, who has been de< 
lighting the patrons of the Majectic 
for some weeks past, is to give -a re
cital on Sunday night, should, and 
will, evoke a welcome response from 
all music-lovers of St. John’s. We 
still hare vivid memories of Hollman, 
the veteran Cellist, who came here 
about 18 years ago, and those who 
crowded to his farewell concert on 
the Sunday afternoon are still talk
ing of his wonderful playing. The 
opportunity is again with us to hear 
a Great Cellist We advise all to 
make sure that they hear Mr .Bruch 
on Sunday. Mr. Bruch honors hie 
profession and is an honor to it His 
playing reveals a personality that re
sponds sympathetically to the won 
derful resources of that most won
derful instrument, the Violoncello, 
whose tonal loveliness and cababil- 
lty of expression are unsurpassed. In 
other words Mr. Bruch plays with 
feeling, and yet with a happy com
bination of mind- and soul that reach
es the hearts of all. He has given a 
programme of splendid variety dur
ing his engagement at the Majestic, 
but naturally has ndt given such 
piecqj as would properly be classed 
as recital numbers. He will play at 
the recital several of these "big” 
numbers, as well as those short pieces 
which appeal to many as being par
ticularly adapted to the Cello. Mr. 
Bruch is also a composer, and will 
play at least two of his own compos
itions, one "Orientalle,” and an ex
quisite lullaby which he dedicated to 
his little boy, and which will prove 
to be one of the most charming pieces
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tations have delighted St John’s, and composer, Max Brnch. At the recital as we 
whose charming personality has gain- on Sunday night, several local musi- man_ 
of his repertoire. It will he seen that clans will take part, and it is hoped 
cert .tour she recites only, and only that Mr. T. H. O’Neill will give Long- 
the highest efforts in the elocutionary fellow’s "King Robert of Sicily" 
art. Mr. Bruch’s sister is a violinist, piano acompaniment. At (.he 

'<->««• '•'mtplet-s the party. Mr. will be Mr. F. J. King, whose 1 

is a cousin of the celebrated as an accompanist of the first make, j

w
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