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Council Not Prepared for
Change in Taxation

Aid. Stuart’s Motion to Reduce Taxation on Real 
Estate Improvements is Frowned Upon 

by Fellow Aldermen

Newcastle Town Co.ir.~il met on the 
15th. Mayor Fish in the chair; Ald­
ermen present: J F Kingston. C C 
Hayward. A H Mackay. T A Scribner 
and H H Stuart. Absent: F C Mc­
Grath. S W Miller and James Stab­
les.

Minutes of previous meeting were 
rerd and appproved.

The Mayor read a communication 
from E A. Schofield of St. John re 
tl|3 Win-the-War Convention dele­
gation from this county. As the 
matter did not specially affect the 
Town, but was was merely a notice 
regarding the five delegates from 
the county at large, no action was 
taken.

A letter was read from the Mayor 
of Boston asking that delegates be 
stfnt the Good Roads Convention.

The letter was filed
Re petition of a Newcastle widow, 

for abatement K>f arrears of taxes, 
the Petitions Committee recommend­
ed fl'nat the said arrears be reduced 
by striking off her late husband’s ar­
rears of personal taxes only, amount 
ing for 1913. 1914 and 1915. to$32-30. 
Adopted.

On recommendation of the Water 
and Light Committee, Mont Jones 
was appointed engineer and mana­
ger of the Water gnd Light system 
at a salary of $85 per month and 
Robert Beckwith was made engineer 
*t $2.25 per day

Following bills were p?s?ed:
Water A Light

Canadian Oil Co. $57.40
Police

J D Kennedy $11.25

Finance
Newsome & Gilbert $5.10

Following officers for the coming 
town election (Tuesday, April 17th) 
were appointed:

Returning officers:—Wm Irving. J 
H Troy

Poll Clerks—John Clark. E W 
Keating

Constables—D C Smallwood. John 
Fallon

Aid. Stuart recommended the adop­
tion of the following and moved that 
it be taken up section by section:

I “That this Council hereby author- 
ire and instruct the Mayor and Town 

i Clerk to have a bill prepared and 
the necessary steps tchen to have 
the same moved and seconded in the 
Legislature and properly supported 
in committee therein, asking for 
such amendment to any Act or Acts 
relating to the Town of Newcastle 
as will enable the arid Town upon a 
majority vote of Its qualüed rate­
payers voting—such vote to be taken 
at the time of the next Town Elec­
tion after the passing of such bill 
afo:esaid, and at any subsequent 
Town Election, when the same shall 
he demanded in writing by not less 
than 15 per cent, of the qualified 
ratepayers at least one month before 
the date of such election—to

1—Reduce the assessment on build­
ings and other Improvements of Real 
Estate

(a) by 25 per sent, of the full 
value for 1917, and

(b) by an additional 26 per cent, 
for 1918, and

Every day is PURITY- 
FLOUR-DAY with cooks 
v/ho are satisfied with 
nothi/ig less than the 
flakiest pastry and finest 
bread.
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(c) by an additional 26 per cent 
tor 1919, and

(d) by an additional 25 per cent, 
for 192*;

2.—Exempt from taxation all In­
comes up to (4M.

1—Abolish Income Qualification 
for voting and ajlow all persons who 
pay poll tax to vote as well as those 
who pay any additional form of tax;

4. —Exempt personal property from 
taxation and substitute therefor, if 
desired, a Business License.

5. —Abolish the Property Qualifica­
tion for office of Alderman; y

6. —Abolish the Property Qualifica­
tion for office of Mayor.

The Mayor said that a new assess­
ment act was being considered, and 
that this resolution would prevent 
IL

Aid Stuart—Not at all.
The Mayor said he was in favor 

of abolishing the personal property 
tax, but he did not know 
how it - could be done. 
The abolition of property 
qualifications for alderman and 
Mayor was too radical If that were 
done, men without property might 
have the power to levy taxes and 
borrow money and might do so 
without any fegard to economy, as 
they would not have to pay the tax­
er. Qiemselves. V

Aid. Mackay said flat, as ttfe re­
solution in favor of a Revaluation 
was voted down at last meeting, it 
was now too late to introduce such 
a motion as Aid. Stuart was seeking 
to have discussed.

Merely to bring it properly before 
the meeting that it might be discuss­
ed. Aid. Hayward seconded Ald_ 
Stuart’s resolution.

Aid. Stuart spoke, in part, ai fol­
lows:

First, what I ask for is to be 
adopted only on a majority vote of 
the people—the proper way to Intro­
duce anything new and fan-reach­
ing. There is no intention to force 
anything upon them hurriedly or 
without their full consent No ex­
tra expense would be involved as the 
vote would be taken the same day 
as Jie town election. Su roly this is 
fair and reasonable.

Second, the adoption of Section 
One would stop .he fining of 
» man for making
improvements. and would en­
courage him to improve and beautify 
his promises ip the greatest possible 
extent It would discourage the hold 
ing of* land idle through carelessness 
or for speculation. As t(he improve­
ment tax Is lowered the land tax ris­
es and the holder of vacant land 
must improve it or part with it to 
those who will. The rise of the land 
tax will not affect those who im­
prove their land, as their gain by 
the taking off of the Improvement 
tax will more than balance their 
extra land taxes. The land tax will 
bear heavily only on those who fall 
to use their land. For If all tpxes 
but those on land were taken off. 
the hold el of a well cultivated farm 
in the county or a lot in town cov­
ered by valuable buildings would pay 
no more tax tjhan his neighbor whose 
farm Is In woods or whose lot Is 
abandoned to thistles. The enforced 
Improvement of vacant land would 
produce closer settlement, and thus
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ioe would exempt 
$49#. Any man who earns only 
$4## a year la not able to pay any 
isoone tax. Personally. 1 would 
make the exemption much higher. 
It is SI### in some cities.

Fourth. Section Three Is necessary 
«f Section Two Is adopted, for 
nobody can vote in town elec 
unless he is assessed on Inc 
and if $4## income he exem 
there might* be some who would 
thus, unless* Section 
be deprived of their franchise. This 
would be unjust, for the man with 
an IncoeAe of $4#t pays enough 
the Town Treasury indirectly to 
title him to vote .

Fifth. Personal Property taxes are. 
in the ease of the man who has earn 
->d his personal property, unjust 
fnrQver. in the case of the merchant, 
useless, for they axe immediately 
shifted on to the o 
finally, they are the most easily evzd 
ed of all taxes.

Sixth. Sections five and six would 
j remedy a most disgraceful feature 
of our law. To aay that a 
matter how moral, no matter how 
Intelligent, no matter how Indue 
trions, is not fit $o be an Alderman 
of Newcastle unless he is 
on $400 worth of real or personal 
property. or fit to be 
Mayor unless he Is assessed on 
$1000 worth of real estate, is to say 
that not the man. bet the property 
he represents, sits, and votes at this 
couivciL la a southern state, it is 
said, an old darkey was allowed tef 
vote as long as he possessed a mule 
—property; but when the mule died 
he could no longer vote. He 
woke up to the feet that it w$
Le who had been voting nil alqag but 
his mole; and exactly so In New­
castle council. Now; if 
$400 personal property makes 
a man fit to be an Alderman, 
a $4000 qualification should 
him ten times more fit. then why 
allow anybody but the very richest 
to hold office; and so why have any 
elections at all? Why not hand over 
the governntent to an aristocracy 
formed of two or three of t£e 
wealthiest families and avoid all the 
bother and expense of ./electing men 
to any Legislative body? Such a 
proposal, yon say. would be ridicui- 

Not a bit more so than the 
system which has prevailed in New­
castle since its incorporation. His 
Worship fears that, without a pro­
perty qualification,. town . affairs 
would fall titer tit hands' of reckless 
and incompetent men. Possibly so, 
but he must admit that all the debt 
of the town has been contracted, all 
its mistakes made, tind its future 
mortgaged by councils every man 
of which was elected with the pro­
perty qualification which His Wor­
ship upholds I hold that men with­
out property would, because they 
have to Indirectly (through the mer­
chant and the landlord) pay all the 
taxes, be more careful in the spend­
ing of public money than are the 
property holders. T\bp merchant 
need not cane, and rarely does 
care, what his taxes are—he passes 
them on to his customer; so with the 
Teal estate owner—he passes them 
on to his tenant.

Now, Gentlemen, in the name of 
Justice and Fair Play and Good Cit­
izenship, I ask you to vote in favor 
of every section and sub-section of 
this resolution 1 have laid before 
you.

Aid. Stuart then moved ‘the adop­
tion of first, the preamble and sec­
tion 1 (a); then sections 2, 3, 4. 6 
and 6. in order, but none of them 
was seconded.

Aid. Stuart then reminded the 
Mayor that he had promised to give 
his views on taxation to the council 
before the close of Its term

His Worship said that he proposed 
that the new council should have a 
Plan and Survey of the town made 
with the. view of getting a new val­
uation. No doubt some of Aid. 
Stuart’s planks should be adopted, 
for Instance that tp abolish the per 
sooal p opery tax, and perhaps some 
others.

Aid. Stuart—Why not call a meet­
ing to discuss It?

His Worship—Its I® too near elec­
tion now, but If the citizens want it. 
it can be called.

Aid. Heyward «aid that he quite 
agreed that there should be some 
change In the method of assessment. 
Son» change that! would remedy 
matters' would be worth whUe An 
expet 1» needed. He (himself) 
could not suggest any plan that 
would be better than the present 
system.

Aid. Hayward epoke of there being 
no building Inspector. Would It be 
wise to appoint one now or leave 
It over to the next council?

Aid. Stuart thought that the ap­
pointment should now be left to the 
new council. The building Inspector 
should be a practical man, with a 
thorough knowledge of bonding. 
And a plumbing inspector was /plgo 
needed Both men should be nbt 
only thoroughly competent, but alao 
ladspsudeut and not personally In­
terested In the wo* they Inspect.:

AM. Heyward said the appoint­
ment of plumbing inspector waa very 
Impartent

The Mayor said there should be 
an Inspector of . tenement houses
Some In- Wee fell» were in pretty 
bed 11N1IHM11.

Aid. Stuart said t/ut that 
art of “

MISERABLE FROM
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TiTtifniWIiis"
504 Cumin Sr., Monunax. 

“For two yean, I waa e miserai

Trouble. I had Sequent Dizzy Sfells. 
and when I took food, felt wretched 
and sleepy. I suffered from Rheu­
matism dreadfully, with pains in my 
lack and joints, and my hands swollen.

A friend advised “Frait-e-tives" and 
from the outset, they did me good. 
AfUr tie firzt box, 1feU I was gelling 
well and I can truthfully say that 
“Frmtatives” is the only media ne 
that helped me". LOUIS LAURIE.

SOe. a box, 6 for $2 JO, trial sise, 25c.
At all dealers or sent postpaid by Fruit- 
atires limited, Ottawa.

Imef W asf

question. No Utile îd.ea expressed
is eve.- lost.

The cultivation of vacant lots was 
then discussed.

The Mayor said it waa s free-will 
thlny Unless people should eo 
and ask far lota, he didn’t see t#iat 
the council could do much. It i 
not a good move for the couyil to 
go to expense in the matter. All the 
people who are thrifty enough will 
rake hold of the matter themselves.

AM. Kingston said it would b. 
well to have a talk with the people 
about planting time.

Aid. Scribner didn't think that the 
town could plow up all vacant lots. 
It couldn't undertake to tend gardens 
for peope.

Adjourned.

Sickly Babies
Sickly babies—liÇtle ones who are 

troubled with their stomach anf 
bowels; whose teething is painful 
digestion bad and who cannot sleep 
well—can be made healthy and happy 
with Baby's Own. Tablets. Concern­
ing the Tablets Mrs. Wilfrid Damons 
Val Brilliant, Que., writes —-“Please 
send me a box of Baby’s Own Tablets 

I would not care to be without 
them. I have used tfrem for consti­
pation and vomiting and am well 
pleased with the result,’ ' The Tab­
lets are sold by medicine dealers or 
by mail at 25 cents a box from The 
Dr. Willaims* MedicineCo., Brock- 
ville. Ont (advL)

THE LATT DUCHESS
OF CONNAUGHT

Her Royal Highness the Duchess 
of Connaught, who died on Wednes­
day. was formerly the Princess 
Louise Margaret Alexander Victoria 
Agnes, the third daughter of His 
Royal Highness Prince Frederick 
Chartes of Prussia. She was born 
July 25, I860, and was married to 
the Duke of Coupught March 13. 
1879. She came to Canada in the 
tall of 1911. when her husband was 
appointed Governor-General.

She is survived by her husband 
one son, and two daughters. The 
eldest of the three Is Her Royal 
Highness Princess Margaret Victoria 
Augusta Chartoifle Norah, Crown 
Princess of Sweden, who was born 
Jan. 15, 1882; thé son is His Royal 
Hlgfimess Prince Arthur Frederick 
Patrick, who was born Jan. 13,1883 
the third child and the most widely 
known is Her Royal Highness Prin­
cess Victoria Patricia Helena Eliz­
abeth. who was born March 17, 1886. 
and Is familiarly known the world 
over as “Princess Pat.”

While in Canada the Duchess, by 
her unssuming and democratic man­
ner. endearted herself to the people 
wherever she came In contact with 
them and the mounting for her will 
be sincere and the family will have 
the sympathy of the Canadian people 
from one end of the Dominion to the 
other In their time of sorrow.

To the “Princess Pat" particular 
ly will the sympathy of all Canadians 
go out as she was better lifiown all 
over the country than any member 
of tiie family.

The first of the family has been 
borne from oar home.

Yet we would not recall him. is this 
regiom to roam;

Though his voice and his songs no 
more shall we hear.

We are in hopes uniting with our 
Gordon, oar dear.

As a beautiful floorer that was nip­
ped in the bloom.

He faded and died, be was laid in 
his tomb;

Still his voice from above resounds 
on our ears.

And bids ns refrain from the shed­
ding of tears.

Five brothers, four sisters , father, 
mother and widow lament.

For the Angel of Death to their 
home has beep sent;

Where he gathered a sheaf that was 
free from all blight.

And conveyed to his home their 
child from their sight

His sufferings, though great, with 
patience Were borne.

No dread did he have to appear at 
His throne.

But calmly and peacefully he looked 
unto Him

And bid definite* to death. that 
monster so grim.

Our Gordon will bloom again in 
“That Land."

Across the clear river with Its gilt- 
Spring strand.

Though plucked from oar home and 
summoned above.
He will join us again In the garb 

of a Dove."
(A true friend.)
W H. LYONS.
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Lawkr&Creaghan
21-0 MONEY TO LOAN

Dr. J. D. McMillan
DENTIST

W. J. DUNN
HACKMAN
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THE MAN WHO QUITS
The man who quits has a brain and 

hand
As good as tfiie r.ext. Lut lacks the 

sand
That would make him stick, with a 

courage stout.
To whatever he tackles and light It 

out.

He starts with a rush, end a solemn 
vow

That he'll soon be -bowing the other 
how;

Then something new strikes his rov- 
eye,

And bis task Is left for the bye-and- 
bye. \

It’s up to eàch man What becomes of 
fclm:

Re must find lu hlmtielf the grit and 
vim

That brings success, he can gat the 
skill,

If he brings to the task a steadfast 
wUI.

I •
No man I» bee toe tin he gives In:
Hard luck can't stand for a cheerful 

grtn;
The man who falls needs a better 

«■satis
Than the quitter's whining, “What's 

the use?”

Many of the most particular 
famille, la Newcastle bay their 
meets and groceries regularly 
at this store. To satisfy oar 
customers In every respect Is 
oar first consideration. And we 
do satisfy them by selling them 
the beet and freshest Groceries. 
Meats, Vegetables and Fruits; 
by charging fair prices, and by 
according every customer fair 
aqd courteous t-eatmenL

We would like you to become 
one of our satisfied customers. 
In this store yon will Had a 
carefully selected stock of gro­
ceries, fresh meets la variety, 
end the season's range of vege­
tables end fruits.

Ton can telephone your or­
der. Our delivery system In­
sures prompt service.

H. S. MILLER
GROCERIES. MEATS. ETC.

Cor. Castle end Pleasant M. 
Ttieptone 21

For the man who quits let» his chan 
eat slip;—

Just because he's too lesy to keep his 
grip. .

The man who sticks goes ahead with

While tho man who quite Joins the 
down end ont ”

(Selected.)

. whs M afraid to pet

Mail Contract
SEALED TENDERS, addressed to 

the Postmaster General, will be re­
ceived at Ottawa until Noon, on 
Friday, the 13th April, 1917, for the 
oonveyance of His Majesty’s Malls, 

on a proposed Contract for four 
jfears, 12 times per week each way, 
between Ferry Road and Newcas­
tle from the 1st July next 

Printed notices containing further 
Information as to conditions of pro­
posed Contract may be seen and 
blank forms of Tender may be ob­
tained at the Post Offices of Ferry 
Road and Newcastle, and at the 
office of the Post Office Inspector. 
Post Office Inspector’s Office,

St. John, N. B. February 24th, 1917.
N. R COLTER.

11-13 Post Office Inspector.

M. R. BEMN. Nord(n, N. fL,
Dear Sir—I—Mraiicc of my late 

Chatham fire loos waa left in your 
hands, and prompt and honest eettie__ 
maptVoi madfe In full.

Your» truly.
. JOHN T. BUNDLE,

41-lyr.pd.

Rooms To Let
, N. tiL, For

e. a. McCurdy

Chas. Sarg eant
First CUse Livery 

Horses for Sale at all ornes.

Public Wharf. Phone $1

S. B. Miller’s 
Meat Store

Fresh Meets Always on hand 
Vegetables m season.

CORNED BEEF SPECIALTY

«S-1yr.
-1SS;

N.

Tom, The Shoemaker 
Will Sharpen Your 

Skates, Knives, Scissors
When you want to keep yco 

Skates, Knives and Scissors, in good 
trim, just send them to **TOBi the 
Shoemaker” and you will be sure 
to have satisfaction there.

T. S. J. MARTINEAU
OPPOSITE POST OFFICE
XLIX—11

Mail Contract
SEALED TENDERS, addressed to 

the Postmaster General, ivlll.be re­
ceived et Ottawa until Noon, on 
Friday, the llth April. 1(17. for the 
oonveyance of Ht» Majesty's Mall», 

on A Bra (led Contract tor fonr 
yean, I times per week each way, 
between Newcastle end Trout Brook 
from the Postmaster General» 
Pleaaure.

Printed notice» eon tala tag farther 
Information aa to oondHfoa» of pro­
posed Contract may he seen sad 
blank forma of Tender may ' be ob­
tained et the Post Office» ot New- 
«arts and route emcee, aim at the 
effloa ef the Poet Office Inspector. 

Office Inspector's Offtaw
- MKr-MASsr

MS Fort Mlao

AL. JOHNSON
UNDERTAKER

BLACKV1LLE, - - N. B
The above named haa opened up me 

Undertaking Establishment at Blaek- 
vlll- In the County of Northumber­
land.

Stocked with the best and meet 
modern funeral supplies and equip­
ment.

COFFINS AND CASKETS OF ALL 
KINDS KEPT CONSTANTLY ON 
HAND.

Orders Promptly attended to 
Phone No. S-21 SS-lm

,4)

WINTER TERM
—0F-

i FREDERICTON 
BUSINESS COLLEGEl

------WILL OPEN ON------

Men., January 8,1917
Bagla today to ti—para 1er a good 

paying portion by getting Infgema-

deecripttna, booklet of wMeh wUI to 
rawt on application. Addraee.

W. J. OSBORNE, Pm.
FREDERICTON, N. B.

-

097^1847


