n,
i 1
¢ wit] .and void,”
umb::'d.. dTo many resd
:lrlmth that ;sm:t'e@‘ent will b
-l of tham, Perbayid, ;
ven age ly inconoeivable. And yet
erg gan be.no reasgnable bt that our
sun lﬁ!dqilh t planets had their origin
inthat grea . of matter. ’.f['h:lzl-e
i ittle doubt of it s there s of _the
“saifod i..ﬂ#al é"gl?ltion or ph&tomxe primi-
e tve ljmplicity of weed:life to luxuriant
beauty of their present ‘owth, ﬁ:d of this
no we! f-inform'os person has any doubt at
all. "The pro:.fls aré simply overwil‘;lmit:mi
. Butif oup 8, out o
. th?t"nebiﬂoui m‘:ﬁ?ﬂn ust have
been & work of thousands of years; how
than shall we interpret that scriptural line,
*“1u six days God made the heavens and the
earth?” It is a matter of unmixed wonder
to me that ten people out of twelve take the
word ‘“days” as used in that line to mvan
dags as we divide the time, of twenty-four
hours each. As a matter of fact, it means
nothing of the kind. means periods
of time, of course, but very lon, riods.
We have the warrant of the Bible itself for
the assumption that * God’s days asa thou-
sand years,”
Even if the Bible were silent on the sub-
ect it would be contrary to all the known
aws of the universe, to analogy and to good

Bense, to interpret the story of the ereation’

as meaning that God completed the work
in six days ot twenty-four ours each. That
igterprétation would imply that the Creator
works like: a-magician ;- that’ he sits in
heaven, ordains by a breath the making of
& world, and throws it out into space asa
juggler tosses a glass ball up in the air.
Even in the absence of all proof, I could not
bring mys 1f to believing that possible. But
thers are proofs of the most convincing kind
that the formation of our solar system was
8 work of ages and not of days. I purpose
glving you a few of them in plain, un-
grofeuiontl terms, but it would be better

rét to explain how the great work was
done,

I have spoken of an original mass of
nebulous matter, composed of gases and
meteoric stones, and with a diameter of 5,-
500,000,000 miles. You will natarally ask
why. the mass was assumed to have a
diameter of a certain extent. The answer
to that question is found in the radical dis-
tance of the planet Neptune from the sun,
which is 2,750,000,000 miles, the diameter
of its orbit being twice the radius, or 5,
500,000,000 miles. As Neptune is the out-
ermost planet of our system, it marks the
boundary of the nebulous matter fromwhich
the system was formed.

As this mass of matter slowly revolved in
8pace it assumed a globular shape. The par-
ticles composing it were held together by
gravitation, and as the rotation continued
there was a gradual condensation in the
center. That oenter, in the course of time,
became a nucleus of solid matter in which
there was great heat. There was heat
throughout the mass, but it was greatest at
the center,

Then the nucleus began to throw off heat,
and the mass shrunk and condensed more
and more. And the more it shrunk the
hotter the center became and the more
rapid was the rotation, The slower rota-
tion of the mass had made it globularfin
shape, but as the rotation increased the
globe became andflatter flatter, unv:l it as-
sumed the form of a disk.

At a certain stage of this flattening pro-
cess the law of gravitation became inopera-
tive ; it could hold the mass together as a
body no longer. Then a ring of matter was
thrown ofl into space, and the central part
of the mass, being thus relieved, again as-
sumed a globular shape, again shrunk, con-
densed at the center, increased in rapidivy
of rotation, flattened, and threw off a ring
of matter. This was repeated several
times, and then the center of the mass, hav.
ing reached the last stage of shrinkage and
condensation, and with it the greatest
possible heat, became the sup.

The rings that were thrown off during
these repeated actions of the central mass,
obeying a universal law, begin in their turn
to rotate around the densest part of the
matter that composed them. They. con-
tracted, condensed at the center and threw
off ringf, precisely as the original mass had
done.

This is a simple and easily understood
explanation of the famous nebular hypothe-
sis promulgated by Laplace. It is accepted
by the most eminent astronomers and
scientists as the only reasonable solution of
the great mystery of creation. According
to it the nucleus of the original mass formed
the sun, the nucleus of each secondary mass
formed a planet, and the nucleus’ of each
ring chrown off from a secondary mass form-
ed a planet’s satellite.

Our earth was one of the rings thrown off
from the original mass, and it, in turn,
threw off a ring, which became the moon.
The seven other planets of our system were
formed in the same way. It is supposed by
some astronomers that a ninth ring was
thrown off between Marsand Jupiter, which
oecame disintegrated, and that the matter
$hat composed the ring formed the asteriods
that have their orbit between those two

lanets. That veiw is strengthened by the
act that the distance from Mars to Jupiter
is about 340,000,000 miles, which exceeds
$he gradualincreaze of distance between the
sun and the planets. Therefore, they say a
ring must have been thrown off there,

As to the proofs of Leplace’s hypothesis,
it is not my purpose to enter upon a scienti-
fic discussion of them here. On the con-
trary, I desire to avoid everything of a
strictly scientific and technical nature,
Fortunately, a statement of that kind is not
necessary to put before you the strongest
evidences of the truth of the theory ; they
exist in the facts and conditions that even a
child may readily understand. I will give
four or five of them very briefly :

First, we know that the earth is hotter in
the interior than it is on the surface, because
when deep wells and mines are sunk there is
an average increase of heat of one degree to
every 50 feat. This heat could not have
been received from %3 outside since the
earliest geological age, for the reason that
it would have destroyed life and vegetation,
Thorefoqe, it mast have baen in the cenfer
of the eaith before the etistence of life on
the sur

A2 (s heat comes from the center of the
earth to the surface, which it is compelled
to do, acgording to well-known laws, it is
glv2s off into space, and this radiation must
have been going on from the formation of
the zlobs  Going bask, therefore, to the
baginning, we mast cerafude that there was

I to my %
post flames were spreading
:3'“ city, It wasan ocean of fire.
‘At 4 a.m. the camps, from ses to valley,
‘vere aronsed by an awful shock—the
struction of some greav behind,
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“fact that the pl

revolve around the sun in the same  direc-
tion, from west to east, and that they move

eac t, butat 5.30 a,m.
when the wholo;ofdeh: huge stone fortresses,
tins and> Albrand

almost in the same plane, one with her,
is & strong proof that- they were all once a

part of the sun’s bulk; in other words, a

hyﬁohm

ore than all this, the spect has
shown us nebulous masses in various parts
of the heavens, all having the conditions
that have been assumed for the mass out of
which our system was forwed. - They are
unquutionngly throwing off heat smf con-
densing, just as our mass did, an1 we are
thus permitted, by the glorions achievments
and inventions of scientists, 10 see the work
of world-making actually going on. A not-
able instdnce of this is in; theicapstellation
Orion, where it has been noticed for years,

Phellast: preof that, Ewill cite is right in
our own system, the condition of the plan-
ets'Jupiter and Saturn. The telescape en-
ables us tosee violent disturbances that
must be produced by heat. It is evident
that they have not yet cooled off sufficient-
ly to sustdin life ; in other words, that their
mass, 80 much greater than that of the earth
has not yet reached its cooler stage. All
these facts, it seems to me, substantiate the
nebular hypothesis ; indeed, we could hard-
ly ask for stronger proof of its truth short
of a direct revelation from the Creator him-
self,

But our own solar system is not the limit
of that hypothesis. The spectroscope has
shown us that fixed stars are all akin to our
sun. They have the same elements, the
same characteristics and virtually the same
conditions, Why, then, is it not reasonable
to assume that all space was originally fill-
ed with nebulous masses, which, like that
of our system, shrunk, condensed, radiated
heat and threw off secondary masses to form
planets and satellites ?

THEORIES ABOUT FEET.

Peeullarities ot Character Indicated in the
Mode of Walking.

In the form of the foot the sexes differ as
much or even more than in that of the hand.
A woman’s foot is usually narrower 'in pro-
portion than a man’s, while his will be
considerably stronger in the ankle and more
powerful in the formation of the woes,
especially of the ball of the great toe.

When a woman owns a strong, firm, wide
foot many of us experience, perhaps, no
sensation of surprise at finding her “‘strong-
minded.” When a man trips along on a
delicate little foot people instinctively be-
lieve him to be lacking in power, and often
put him down as effeminate.

If, instead of the cramping imprisonment
of;boots and shoes, the toot from infancy
were allowed a free, natural development,
it may be questioned whether, under such
conditions, it might not be rendered capable
of performing other functions besides those
of locomotion and sustaining the weight of
the body.

Certain at least it is that some unlucky
mortals born without arms have managed
to use a kni?‘c, fork, spoon, pen, paint brush
and even a violin bow. That the righv foot
is, like the right hand, ordinarily more
mobile and at the same time more strong
than the left might be attributed to the
more {requent exertion'of this side were it
nov that the peculiarity is said to extend it
self even to the constitution, and the left
extremities are asserted to be more liable to
disease than the right.

The more difficult movemerts in stage
dancing are usually execated upon the right
foot, and it is generaily considered that un-
less double practice be accorded to the left
leg an ungraceful preference for the righi
will be shown by the dancers in their per-
formances,

Most people tread more firmly with the
right than with the 1éft foot. There seems
| to be a greater capacity for propelling the
body with the foot ; trom this the horse-
man springs, Wwith the left in ghe stirrup.
and, unless léft-handed, no boy in his play
hops naturally upon the left foof.

To the atteutive eye none ot the ordinary
gestures or movements betgays peculiar-
ties of individual character more plaiunly
than the gait—the sailor’s rolling, the sol-
dier’s stiff, the countryman’s jolting gait
are immediately recognized.

Slow steps, whether long or short, sug-
gest a gentle or reflective state of mind, as
the case may be, while, on the contrary,
quick steps seom to speak of agitation and
energy.

Reflection is revealed in frequent pauses
and walking to and fro and backward and
forward ; the direction of the steps, wav-
ering and following every changing impulse
of the mind, inevitably betrays uncertainty
hesitation and indecision.

The proud step is slow and unmeasured,
the toes are conspicuously turned out, the
leg is straightened. In vanity the toes are
rather more gracefully turned, the strides
a little shorter, and there is very often an
affection of modesty.

Tiptoe walking symbolizes surprise, cur-
iosity, discretion or mystery. Obstinate
people who in an argument rely more on
muscularity than on intellectual power, rest
the feet flat and firm on the ground, walk
heavily and slowly and stand with the legs
firmly planted and far apart. Turned-in
toee are often found with nreoccupied, ab-
sent-minded persons.

The toes pointed and dragged on the
ground with slow, measured step give a pom-
pous appearance. Perplexity occasions ir-
regular steps and abrupt movements. The
prudent wallk is measured and regular, en-
tirgly free from hurry, agitation or precip-
itation. m :

The miser's walk is represented as stoop-
ing, noiseless, with short, nervous, anxious
steps. In joy the walk is lively, for light-
ness, grace, suppleness characterize a happy
mind, although the walk here is often mod-
ified in harmony with the cause of the joy ;
the joy of gratified ambition, for example,
betraying itself by a different outward sem-
Llance from the joy of happy love.

Disappointment walks leavily and with
irregular step. When a revéngeful purpose
be hidden under a feigned smile the step
will be sinking and noiseless.--[Pall Mall
(azette,

L —
Money Tight.

Drug Clerk—‘“ I've been docked a week’s
salary for making a mistake and killing a
man. Lend mefive dollars, won’t yon ?”

Friendly Policeman—*‘Couldn’t, possibly.
I’ve just been suspended a week for killing
another one.”

the Qu were hurl-
ed into the air almost simultaneously with

strong proof of the truth of the nebular 4
isis.

-

i d'moving ftbe
mysterious errands, Thirty-five magazines
in all were blown up, and throngh all tne
night of the 8th and the morning of Sep-
tember 9th the Russians were marching out
of the south side. We could see the bridge
covered with them still. At 6.45 a.m., the
last body of infantry crossed the bridge and
mounted the opposite bank. Yes, the south
side was left to the possession of the Allies
at last ! Sebastopol, the city, the docks, and
the arsenal, was ours. In half an hour more
the end of the bridge itself was floated swa.{
by some invisible agency from the sout!
side, and in less than an hour the several
portions of it were collected at the further.
side of the roadstead. Meantime, the fires,
fed by small explosions, spread till the town
seemed like one great furnace vomiting out
columns of velvety black smoke to heaven.
Soon after seven o’clock columns of smoke
began to ascend from Fort Paul. Im a min-
ute or two more flames were seen breaking
out in Fort Nicholas. The first explode
with a stupendous roar later in the day ;
the mines under the latter did not take fire.
The retreat of Gortschahoff was effected
with masterly skill. —WrLLias HowARD
RusseLr, L.L.D., in the *Scribner.”
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NAVIGATING TAE AROTIO.

Tt Is No Longer a Matter of Chance.

The experience that has been brought
down from the various ‘Arctic expeditions,
and more particularly from the different
whalers whjch every: year traverse much o
the northern iy seas, has infused an el t

led

We hear much of the many finely-model-
| ships Yy
; m ‘built, from time to time,

s od b
‘le public Kt..... ;h::aft:d‘“b;

splayed in sa Ah:‘hb‘wuoked
In many cases the of a goad
only indicated by a line or two in the
list of casualties in the daily papers.
- Whe, for instance, mfl‘ think that
last year sixty-eight vessels,

: of, and these,
were fairly good-sized crafts ? g
hat of the crews? The story can never

be completed, the suffering may be but
y d h&' colonies have more
s but while }218 a

18 which bave thus

oksy foo, seems large—

8 vessel ,048 , but it must be
remembered that there are probably always
afloat on the high seas over twenty million
tons of shipping, which fact, although it
increnses the surprise that so many vessels
should be lost without any news, indicates
generally a tairly low ratio of loss—3 to 4
per cent. of tonnage.

It may be accepted as a testimony in fav-
or of steel that of the total tonnage lost
only 12 per cent. was constrncted of this
metal, while 41 per cent. was .of iron, and
47 per cent. was of wood and composited
vessels. But it should also be noted that
the wooden vessels generally are older, so
that age as well as material may have oon-
tributed to the result,

Again, ships bulk more largely than
steamers, the latter making 43 per cent.,
and ships 57 per cent, of the total ; but age
again must be considered, for a large num-
ber (124 vessels of 47,910 tons) were con-
demned and broken up against only 18,635
tons of steamers,

A ship is more readily abandoned at sea
than a steamer, because when the masts
““go by the board” in a storm the ship is
often helpless, We have therefore 50,576
tons of ship thus abandoned against only
9000 of steamers, which latter in itself isa

| large number ; they were all of large size

too, averaging 12C0 tons.

It is interesting to note further that
steamers collide more frequently than ships,
or the results are more disastrous. Thus
we.find that while 45,076 tons of steamers
were lost by collision, only 12,849 tons of
'h’il?hlo“e. are accounted for.

of certainty into Arctic navigation, which
could hani’ly have been realized by the
heroes of a period twenty-five or thirty years
ngo. The capture, by the Melville Bay pack,
of McClintock’s Fox in the latter part of
August, 1857, couldscarcely beparalleled to-
day, except as the outcome of ignorance or
disregard of every-day knowledge, In an
average season Melville Bay can be travers-
ed about asreadily as almost any large body
of water lying Southward, whileits earliest
seasonal passages can be predicated with a
precision almost akin to mathematical ¢al-
culation, The hard pack-ice which has
accumulated as a result of the winter’s frost,
and has to an extent been held together
through the large bergs which are here and
there scattered through it, usually shows
the first signs of weakness between
July 15th and 20th. Large cakes
or pans of ice have by that time
succumbed to the powerful oceanic currents
that are directed against them, and detach-
ing themselves from the parent mass, float
off to find new havens of their own. The
weakening Erocess continues until most of
the ice has been either removed or melted
away, and before the close of the fourth
week of July little beyond shore ice (shore-
pan) remains to indicate the barrier which
but a few days before rendered a passage all
but impracticable. ‘The trend of the ice is
north-westward through the Bay, then west-
ward (o the American side, and finally south
to the open sea. It was the purpose of the
Relief Expedition to reach the southern
boundary of the Melville Bay pack on or
about the 20th of the month, and there watch
the movements of the ice until the oppor-
tunity foraction arrived. An earlier traverse
might possibly have been made through per-
sistent * butting” of the ice, but the dangers
incident to this form ct navigation were
such as to render slowness a prudent meas-
ure of safety.—[Dr. Angelo Heilprin, in
Seribner.

Condensed “‘Skimmed” Millk.

A correspondent of  Food, Drugs, and
Drink” says: In none of the reports pub-
lished by you do I see any records of prose-
cutions of vendors of ** skimmed ” condensed
milk. I am the more surprised at this,
because you give so goodly an array of cases
of prosecutions for adulteration of ordinary
milk. In 1891 the mortality of infants
under one year in England and Wales was
151 per 1000 of the population ; 149 chil-
dren out of every 1000 born died within one
year, and out of every 1000 deaths 231
deaths were children under one year old,
You have done great service by warning the
public against purchasing spurious condens-
ed milks and infants’ food, but what are the
Foodand Drugs Actsinspectors doing toallow
the uninterrupted sale of the articles? It is
one thing warning the public, and another
thing entirely to punish the vendors. 1
have no objection whatever toseeing “‘skim -
med” condensed milk used with tea or cof -
fee, although even then it is an imposition
upon the purchaser unless it be sold as
‘“skimmed ” condensed milk. It is the
large sale of ‘“‘skimmed” substances for
feeding babies that 1 think should be re-
garded as one of the worst, as it undoubtedly
is one of the meanest and most heartless, of
frauds. The number of poor women who,
ignorantly, use ¢ skimmed” substances is
legion, and we shall never redace infant
wortality until the sale of such articles is
rigorously dealt with.

—_——
Ontario’s Building at Ohicago.
Commissicner Awrey is making good pro-
gress with the preparation of the exhibits
tor the World’s Fair. He was in ClLicago a
few days ago, looking after the condition
of the vegetables and fraits, and he found
that they have stood the cold storage ad
mirably, He has at Hamilton 1,030 small
bags of grain ready for shipment as sam-
ples. The lumber for the Ontario building
is just about ready and will be shipped ina
few days. Everything about it will be
completed here, so that when it arrives on
the ground there will be nothing to do but
put it together. There are two rooms ; the
first will have its floor made of bird’s eye
maple, the wainscotting of black birch, the
walls of white oak, the ceiling of white
pine, the moulding of cherry and the man-
tle-piece of bird’s eye maple; the second
room’s floor will be of {ellw birch, its wain-
scotting of black oak, its walls of chestnut,
its ceiling of satin wood, the moulding
of black walnut and the mantlepiece of
cherry. All the pieces have been done by

e ber of vessels does not show the
same dizparity, 43 of the former against 47
of the latter, which would indicate that
small ships more readily collide; and one
may be pardoned the assumption that these
are mostly in home channels rather than on
the high seas.

Of course the hidden rock, the fog-bedim-
med, rugged headland, and the overpower-
ing tempest are as disastrous to the steam-
er as to the ship, and we find that in each
case about a half of the losses are attributed
to these more or less unavoidable causes,

As to the nationality, we find that the
‘“death rate ” of tonnage of Britain’s fleet
is 2.67 per cent., and of the colonies 3,13
per cent.

Britain has a<heavier loss in ships than
steamers—her total losses for the year being
315 vessels, of 282,712 tons.—[Eng’ineering.
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Shark and Sea Serpent.

Mr. John T. Carrington contributes to
the Field an article dealing with the various
species of sharks which have from time to
time been found in British waters. The
largest species of British sharks is (he says)
so distinct that there need be no difficulty in
identifying it by the gill arrangements, for
attached to them are elastic rakers, which
act like the whale-bone strainers of the
baleen whale. Their object seems to be to
sift the water before passing through the
gills, and retaining small crustace, &e., on
which the animal feeds. Unlike most of the
sharks, Selache maxima is timid and in-
offensive, feeding upon sea-weeds and minute
marine organisms, It is known by the Eng-
lish name of basking-shark, because of its
habit of remainiug perfecly still, probably
asleep, on the surface of tle water. The
Irish name is sun-fish—doubtless for the
same reason. Thisshark sometimes reaches
a length so great as 40ft., but from 25ft. to
30 ft. seems to be the more frequentsize of
adults which are found in our seas. Being a
very bulky fish for its length, individuals of
large size run to great weights, such as half
a ton. Ancther character is the beak-like
projecting snout, which frowns over tho
eyeslike exaggerated eyebrows. The mouth,
also, is far forward, and not deep under the
head, as insharks generally. The colour of
these animals is blackish brown, lighter on
the undersides. The snout is dark red-

dish, dirty whitish underneath., The
basking-sharks are not always in-
active in their habits, as they some-
times leap out of the water, exposing
most of their huge body, as though at play.
Another curious habit is swimming on the
top of the smooth sea, with an undulu.(ing
motion, the snout and eyes being well clear
of the water. It is supposed that this habit
is the origin of the so-called sea-serpent, for
in that condition the sncut and eyes would
give the required conditions (with a little
added) to fulfil the many descriptions of that
mythical beast. The capture of these sharks
is highly interesting and exciting work.
They are easily approached while basking
or sleeping, and will not readily awake, even
after the harpoon is thrust deepiy into the
body near the gills. Once sensible, however,
to the fact, they plunge with trememdous
force deep down into the sea and roll on the
bottom trying te disentangle thé deadly
weapon, and then race away at high speed.
Every care must be exerted by those in the
boats or the chances are a cafastrophe. A
free running-line of a couple of huudred
fathoms is the first thought, for these fish
make a gallant fight for life. They are killed
for the sake of the oil extracted from the
liver, which is said to be of very good
quality. A 20-foo* female produces as much
as 150 gallons of such oil. The range of this
species includes the Mediterranean, and is
not rare around the Orkneys.

Canadian labor.

—_— e
WATCHED A METEOR FALL.

It Was Fourteen Inches Round and Still
Hot When Picked Up.

An Albany, Ore., despatch says :—Fred
Reis saw a bright meteor approaching from
the southeast yesterday. It was traveling
very rapidly and with a rushing sound fell
into the street, followed by bright, sparks,
Reis hastened to the spot where it struclk
theearth and found a rock about fourteen in-
ches in circumference.

It was still very hot and charred the
board upon which it was placed. The rock
had the appearance of a volcanic produc-
tion,

—_—
The man who has one talent and improves
it will soon have ten,

S8PORTS OF WINTER [N NORWAY. |

Popular Amusements and Joyial Snow.
s Shoe Races.

The amusements of Christiania are those
of all cold countries. One special delightis
skating on the frozen snow; it may in fact
be called the national sport of Norway in
the cold white hs, For the p t
however, it is no meve sport, but a necessity
of existerce, whereas in the towns it is a
recreation which every one loves to share in
or to watch. The snowshoes are long, flat,
&'n:’rintod, made of light, elastic, but solid

When ing these hoes,
hhnaln&—ltick is neceseary, but the most
skillful skaters only need' a little branch.
The rest of the equipment is much the same
as for ordinary skating, except that very
long stockings and very thick mufflers are
worn to break the force of concussions ; for
skating on snow in Norway is really a mad
rush from the top to the bottom of hills,
with sudden leaps in the air where the
ground, becoming suddenly vertical, disap-
pears from beneath your feet,

It is an intoxicating sensation to speed
through the air as quickly as lightuing, as
lightly as a bird, the lungs inflated witg the
pure air, the blood ‘rushing through one’s
veins, making one feel strong, vigorous,
supple, and as if one’s limbs were elastic,
Thie salutary and delightful exercise, violent
as it appears, is notreally at all exhausting,
and delicately bred, high-born young ladies
can take part init. Truly it is a beantiful
sight, and thoroughly Scandinavian, a sort
of glimpse-into the heroic ages of the sagas,
to watch a beautiful fair girl in her short
gray dress, with bright eyes and glowing
cheeks, shoot like an apparition from an.
other world across the whiteness of the un-
trodden snow,

The races on the snow are among the
greatest fetes of the capital, and all the
world, headed by the court, goes to see
them. The most celebrated Norwegian
skaters compete, but of late years it has
always been the young of Christiang who
have carried off the prizes. The sport is
becomiug every day more and more of a
national institution, and it is not unusual
for young nobles to spend a long time up in
the mountains practicing skating, Alpine
hotels and inns, which used to cloze at the
beginning of the cold season, are now kept
open for some weeks in the depths of win-
ter.

Very soon all those who value their rep-
utation in society will go up to greet the
New Year at a height of 2,000 meters above
the sea, flying about all day, as' the saga
tells us Frithiof and Ing eborg, did cross the
snow fields, and, at night, throwing aside
vhe costume of the skater, dance in full
evening toilet in the brilliantly lighted
rooms of the Kursaal. Those who are bless-
ed with vivid imaginations already see the
heights dotted with a whole series of
winter stations, a sort of white Riviera:
for we no longer dread the cold ; we have
alteady begun to send those who have any-
thing the matter with their lungs to winter
among the snow, where, aftera few week’s
training, the most delicate will write their
letters with their windows open. Skating
on the snow does not prevent the Norweg-
ians from successfully practicing ordinary
skating on ice, and among the crowds on
the Karl-Johans-Gade we are sure to rec-
ognize one or two champion Norwegian
skaters who have carried off prizesin both
hemispheres.

realigtusis
A Famous Pearl,

The most curious among famous pearls is
that which, three centuriesago, tire rench
traveller Tavernier sold to the Shah of Per-
sia for §675,000. It isstill in the possession
of the sovereign of Persia.

Anotler Eastern potentite owns a pearl
of 12} carats, which is quite transparent,
It is to be had for the sum of $200,000.

Princess Youssoupoff has an Oriental
pearl which is nnique for the beauty of ite
colour. In 1620 this pearl was ‘sold by
Georgibus of Calais to Philip VI. of Spain
at the price of 30,000 ducats. To-day it is
valued at §225,000, Pope Leo XIII., “again,
owns a pearl left to him by his predecessor
on the throne of St. Peter, which is worth
$200,000 and the chain of thirty-two pearls
owned by the Empress Frederick is estimat-
ed at $165,000. 1

$1,' 00,000 is the price of the five chains
of pearls forming the collar of the Baroness
Gustave de Rothschild, and that of the
Baroness Adolphe de Rothschild is almost
as valuuble. Both these ladies are enthus-
iastic collectors of pearls, and their jewel-
lers have instructions to buy for them any
pear] of unusual size or beauty which they
may happen to come across.

The sister of Mdme. Thiers, Mdlle. Dosne
is also the owner of a very valuable string
of pearls which she has collected during the
last thirty years.

Of so-called black pearls the Empress of
Austria possesses the most valuable collec-
tion.

A story is told of the actress Mdlle. Marie
Magnier and her pearls. One day, as she
was about to appear on the scene, somebody
inade the yemark that hér pearls were really
of'an enormous size. *‘It is true,” she re-
plied. ‘“The lady whom I represent on the
stage no doubt wore smaller pearls in real
life. But what can I do? I have no small
pearls.” .

——
Colds.

The prudent ahd intelligent in such mat.
ters will be careful to wear additional cloth-
ing as the season advances, as a precaution-
ary measure, remembering that most of our
diseases result from taking colds, - Care at
this season, when our systems are debilitat-
ed, enervated by the unusual warm weather
preventing the usual re-action, warding off
such attack—than in the spring, when the
cold weather and pure, bracing air ** tones
up,” that we may expose ourselves with
less danger of contracting colds. A cold is
but anothier expression for closing most, if
not all, of the millions of pores, thus pre-
venting the escape of the impurities of the
body, of course producing disease. A dis-
tinction should be made between a real cold
and what are so often so regarded, when
there is a soreness of the throat, *‘ redness
of the eyes,” an irritation of the membran-s
of the nose and ears, not necessarily con-
nected with closing of pores, but resulting,
oftener than otherwise, froma derangement

of the stomach, from eating too much of the
fats and oils, the sweets and starches, the
free use o fats and oils being the most prom-
inent cause of such derangements.
cases it is well to take less food than usual
and breathe an abundance of pure air.

———
The Shah Sariously Il
A despatch from Teheran says that the
Shah of Persia is seriously ill. The nature
of the illness is not reported, but the Shah
is known to have been greatly disturbed by
the recent troubles in his dominions, and
especially by the hostile and menacing at-
titude of the priesthood toward his author-
ity.
e e e
Education is the only interest worthy the
deep, controlling anxiety of the thoughtful

man. —[ Wendell Phillins

TWITTING ON FAOTS,,
ever hears man sad aic wile

?
3 We have. In fact, we have just been
istening to a very ani d discusdion be-
tween ome of the ‘“ natural protevtors” of
lovely women and the partner of his joys

and sorrows.
pair of boot-lselnge.

It began about a

He bought them. 5

She said they were not long emongn. Fv:
said they were, She told him she:knew,
and he remarked : *‘ Yes, of course,she al-
ways knew everything 1” el
After that things were oxtremoly‘-ﬁvely.
The war of words ran high. The very flie:
on the window stopped buzzing to listen,
and no doubt took sides among themselves:
The hushand called the wife a liar; a tat-
tler, a woman of doubtful charaster, and
various other epithets not pleasans to Listen
to.

She retaliated by informing himthat he
was a cheat, a rascal, a scamp, and a be-
trayer of female innocence. 4

And both bore this torrent of abuse, and
neither boiled over,

And why ? Simply because these things
were not facts, and each party knew it.

But presently Mr. Hix overstepped the
bounds, and to!d her that Mrs. nﬂ: who
was her mother, had been in the poor-house.
And ther the blood of the Mixes rose, and
she madea plunge for hér husband’s foretop
and informed him that she would as lief be
in the poorhouse as to rob graves for a liv-
ing.

Which was a spiteful fling at the memory
of Hix’s grandfather, who was supposed to
have supplied a medicul college with * sub-
jects” occasionally.

After that the twitting on facts besame
general, and in the ensuing five minutes we
learned more of the personal history of the
Hixes and Mives than we ever knew before,
though they had lived neighbors to us all
their lives.

Now, what is the moral?

Simply this: Avoid twitting on facts.
Nobog; likes to be taunted with misfortunes
which they cannot help. Least of all do
they like being twitted with the faults of
their relatives,

Little minds are fond of twitting,

You have all heard the story oFthe man
and wife who quarreled ar.d were divorced
because he was worth twelve and a half
cents at the time of their marria; e, and she
was worth only twelve, end could not beat

to be told that her husband had raised her
to wealth by marrying her, and that he
mwight have married a woman with as much
as himself,

g
ELABORATE FEASTS.

In Venice People Gllded Oysters, and In
England They Ate for Hours,

It was the vogue at one time in Venice to
gild the roles of bread and the oysters on
the supper table. The candles were also
coated with gold. We read of dinners of
state which lasted four hours. Something
of their nature may be discerned in the
brilhant pictures of Verouese, which, seen
in Venice, give us so vivid an idea of Vene-
tian life three or four centuries ago. There
were, of course, also banquets of quite ex-
ceptional lavishness in honor of the dis-
tinguished guests who were constantly
drawn into the vortex of Venetian gayety.
In 1552 the Patriarch of Aquileia feted
Ranuecio Farnese, the Pope’s nephew, in
his palace on the Giudecca. The rooms
were decked with extraordinary sumptuous-
ness ; cloth of gold, paintings, and illumina-
tions adding to the effect produced by
Patriarch’s ~ cooks. Among the giests
were twelve gentlemen in fancy marine cos-
tume of green satin with red Jlining, wear-
ing caps of the same colors, and each ac-
companied by a lady dressed in white,
This repast also lasted four hours, varied
by music and the professional entertainers
of the day. Itended with the cutting up
of certain large pies, from which live
birds flew out into the room. The guests
strove with each other to catch those birds.
But, perhaps, the most expensive banquet
ever given in Venice was that to Henry LT,
of France. He was feasted in the great
hall of the Doge’s Palace, and there were
silver plates for 3,000 guests. At another

In such.

time the same monarch was entertained at a
sugar banquet ; the napkins, plates, knives,
forks, and even the bread (so called) were
all of sugar. The Venetians were mightily
pleased when Henry took his napkin i hi:
hands, and, to his surprise, found it broke
to pieces. At this feast 1260 - different
dishes were served, and 300 sugar effigies
were distributed among the ladies.

Whatever might have been said agains?
the Venetians, they were a hospitable people
—this, to, in small as well as in great
matters. When, for example, in 1476, an
ambassador from the Khan of Tartary visit-
ed the city, and it was known that the
Khan and his suite carried but one shirt
aplece in their bags, the Senate formalls
voted 20 qucats that they might be provid -
ed with adWitional shirts, which were ac
cordingly made ‘‘ a la tartarescha,” and pre-
sented. We can imagine how the good
councillors and citizens would. enjoy this
kindly little jest.

The Hidden Treasure.

A quarryman discovered animmense block
of marble which was almost buried in rub-
bish. Upon removing pert of a crust of
dirt he discovered some letters carved on
the marble, and after a little scraping he
made out the following words :—*¢ Blessed

»

| is he who shall turn me over.

Now at th= time this occurred thére wasa
tale going about the quarries to the effect
that there was hidden treasure in the neigh-
beurhood.

The man at once jumped to the conclusion
that his fortune was made.

He rushed off home and obtained the as-
sistance of some of his friends.

After two hours of patient toil they suc
ceeded in turning over the only obstacle
between them and the supposed treasure,

Judge of their surprise when they found
that their only reward, carved on the other
side of the stone, wasas follows : —*“ Thanka,
my friends; 1 was weary of reclining so
long in one position. ”

Fourteen Villagers Burned to Death.

A fire has occurred at Berson, a village of
Gironde, France, and fourteen of the vil-
lagers were either burned to death in their
homes or were killed while attempting e
escape. The flamesspread with great rapid-
ity and the efforts of the viltagers to fight the
fire were fruitless. In the efforty tosave the
aged and little children a number pedshed
while engaged in the work of rescue. The
greater part of the village was destroyed
and the inhabitants are in greatstraits owing
to lack of food and proper clothing.

How easy is the thought, in eertain
moods, of the loveliest, most nwmselfish
devotion. How hard is the doingof “a:
thought in the face of tahonsend unloveis
difiaulties, —[George MaRg¢nald.




