
It ill unliliely tlwt Um iodide iiioiikl Im fwcMBt, u u impuritj, mi Meount of it*

biffher Taloe, aua for othsr rfMoan, At ft matter of fsct, none A the Moplea now
rep<!!lod NhowK slower titrc ttwn 102, except Na 33424, which conuiim •mmooio-
ohloride of mercury, iniioluble in weter, »iid conaequently not entering into reaction
with the filver test.

The phftrniecopoeift proTidee for trace* of chloride m en inpurity, and permit*
utmplea requiring wk high m 103 6 cubic centimetrf>s <A tbe leat aolutioo to pen* u
•Atiatectory.

Aa*uming esccia of tewt lolution (above 103-2 cc) • due to admixture at ammo-
nium chloride, the pen-entage of this aubatance preient may be calculated from the
following :

—

If > >r> {wrcentage ammonium chloride

100 - K - II H bromide
Let a i- 00. volumetric Rolution uaed per gramme aarople

X 100-x
+ —r— - »

S35

Whence, x

•98

1 1782a 120 23

Taking a = 103' 6, it thu* appear* that the British Pharmacopoeia permit* a*
much a* 1 83 per cent uf ammonium chloride.

It will be seen, by ntoisulting the appended table, that while a large number of the
sample* examined come very near to the B. P. Standard, not one sample quite reaches
it, and a contiderablf number depart from it by notable amountH.

Chloride of ammonium i* not a dangerous impurity, except in so far as it

materially reduces the medicinal efficiency of the drug. The bromide is recognired as
etsentially a nerve srdative and depressant ; while the chloride is a nei ve stimulant. It
i* therefore evident that theoe xubstances t«nd to counteract each other. Moreover, the
effective dose of chloride is smaller than that of the bromide ; hence, (he presence of
relatively small percentage* of the chloride is highly objectionable.

Since this is the fir*t occasion upon which thin drug has been subjected to inspec-
tion, it may he well to summarize the results of its examination, as below :
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This tabulation omits the two cases referred to above, where decided mistakes
in dispensing occurred ; in on case boracic acid being furnished ; and in the other a
bromide of ammonium highly contaminated with ammoniu-chloi ide of mercury.

Expressed as percentages, we have the following :

—


