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THE GRAIN GROWERS

Covemment Owned Elevators

By R Hicka Kelso, Sask. in & Debate
Wawota Associa

between the Kelso and

one

Let ws start from the root of the matter
and fTollow It wp to the presest time
When devators were et being bailt
in the westl, a8 agreement was entered
inte between them and the mllways
that all grain must first pass through
sn devator., before being sccepled as
freight. EBlevators by the score came
inte existence, and soon the inevitable
combine was lormed That it was & com
bine is evidest from the Tact that at
points where there were (wo or mare
devators, the phee for the day would
be telegraphed by the seoretary of the
Grain Bachange to one of the buyers
who would hand it 1o the ¢
and so buyers were allowed 1o pay more
than the price stated in ¢
The farmers became so dismtisfied with
the weights, grades and dockage of the
combine, that in 1897 & was passed
by the Mouse of Commons compelling
the mailways to build loading platf
and also to give the farmers cars to
their grain. The result of this le
tion is that we (or rather & great many
of ws) have reverted to an antiquated
method of handling grain rather than
patronize and still greater strengthen
that commercial octopus ~the grain com
bine. With the loading platform has

yrung up & number of commission firm.
'Lol among which is the Grain Growers

hers 1o read

telegram

mae

Grain Company, » co-operalive agency
This firm has done much to aid the farm
er in his fight for rights, and will become
more and more powerful as it commands
more money. If the farmers will stand
loyal to their company there is no doubt
that soon the control of the grain will
be in the hands of those who toil early
and late to raise it. To return to the
loading platform, grain cannot be stored,
weighed or cleaned in or on a loading
platform, and as we are & progressive
people, hardships borne by our fathers
need not of necessity be endured by us
hence the demand for a Provincial Farm
ery’ Elevator System or government
owned elevators, if you like
I will now try to show the disadvan
tages of the present methods, and the
advantages of the proposed system. |
will not weary you with a recital of com
bine methods, you know all about them
yourselves, one or two examples will
suffice. One winter | drew all my grain
to an eclevator, always taking the same
number of bags, well flled. Every load
weighed the same but the last. When
I had it emptied into the hoppet, the
weighman was not there and a man in
the elevator, evidently a farmer weighed
it. It weighed one bushel more than any
of the previous loads. On examination
we found a one bushel weight in the bot
tom next the poise, hidden out of sight
with & twenty bushel weight next, then
& ten, ete. Why put that one bushel
weight in the bottom? It was not put
there for the purpose of balancing the
scale in anyway, for the weighman came
slong as we had finished, and confirmed
our wieght. Now, in a government ele
vator the grain would be weighed by a
disintereste! party, anl the point |
wish to make is that a load weighed by
a disinterested party weighs one bushel
more than when weighed by an employee
of the combine. Another time | weighed
a load of wheat on the market scale
before taking it to the elevator. [ was
docked three bushels on that load of
40 bushels. 1 had previously been docked
one and-a-half bushels, Asking the reas-
on for such excessive dockage, [ was told
in rather a heated manner by the eleva-
tor man, “ You can’t fool me, [ saw you
weigh that load.” Bat, I think the day
has gone by forever, when a man is to
be punished with a double dose of dock-
age for presuming to weigh his own grain
The combine is bowing its arrogant head
and it will be brought still lower
We have among us now what are known
as hrmen' elevators. This is a semi-
tive, semi-corporation concern,
usu Iy built by the more prosperous
members of a community, who hope to
make dividends out of those too poor to
take shares. Now, with government
elevators every farmer would be made
a shareholder simply by act of the legis-

lature. and would have his grain handled
st oot Amohy many her benefits
A & public system would be the following
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cuses given by the railways for the high
rates on grain, is that so much of it is
loaded at platforms and cars kept stand-
ing for days. Now, under the system
we are advocating, these cars could be
loaded at an elevator in a few minutes
Then again, a large quantity of the grain
would be stored, which: would further
diminish the number of cars needed
We would then be in a position to demand
a reduction of rates, which might easily
equal ‘elevator charges. Platform grain
would of course pay present rates, this
in itself would put the platform out of
business and divert all grain to the ele-
vators

Now for the cost of the system. |
am told that the premier of Manitoba
has said that there are lots of elevators
in Manitoba to be bought for fifty cents
on the dollar, owing to their business
being taken from them by the loading
platform. Last December, there were
eleven cars of grain loaded at Doonside.
my nearest siding in a few days, all,
by the way, consigned to Grain Growers'
Grain Company. not one bushel of which
went through the elevator at that point,
nor was there any grain taken into the
elevator during the time those cars were
being loaded. Consequently, it is not
necessary that we pay a going concern

to the growth and spread of noxious weeds
that it is well to give the inspector

power to cope with such. In this part inspectors in a dozer rs roamist
of the province, the most prevalent weeds throug rop in Ju rd
in the fields that cause damage are the t

Ball Mustard, Wild Oats, Wild Buck whea

and Pig Weed, (the last two as native r gram
plants do not come under the term noxi tat o
ous weeds) and in the gardens in y g weed
to the above come Sheppard's t was gradel
All these a | though all but nd |
the wild oats ninate sometimes be chopp®
in the fall and live 'n.zh the winter,

aad they all have the unfortus n'n habit weed inspee
of forming seeds which drop while the threshist
plant is still in fower and also of being ae fr the law

able to mature their seeds (if at all de- and the

veloped) even after they are cut down leaning the -
and shed same, and worse still of being  we should 2o a long
able to retain their germinating proper ing the evil. The
ties if buried under ground for vears ination could t
The only other plants which I have fo 1nd of wesds and be sb
at all troublesome and injurious are the far better than he

two grasses—Sweet Grass and Foxtail
I think it is therefore with these weeds
and grasses with which we have to deal

wing in the

In some parts, the wild mustard or without ss on the farme
pod mustard, and also Stink Weed, that the e of a grain o9
Hares Ear Mustard, and the Canadian would entail, and further by compariss
Thistle have tried to establish themsel ves, from year to year he '“”,IH be able ¥
but I cannot find but that they are being tell whether the farmer's methods
kept under wherever they have et ol erslicstion were aflach el Sl




