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Packet of

WILSONS

FLY PADS
WILL KILL MORE FLIES THAN 

$8°-'WORTH OF ANY y 
STICKY r L / CATCHER

Wood
Pumps

WILL STAND 
MORE FROST 
PUMP EASIER 
LAST LONGER 
COST LESS 

In Welle not more 
than 40 feet deep, 
than any pump made.

For deep wells get Cater’s 
fig. 730. “So easy to put 
in and so easy to repair."

A Full Line of
GASOLINE ENGINES 
WINDMILLS 
WATER TANKS, Etc.

Kept in Stock. Write for 
Catalogue F. Add rear:

H. CATER
Dept. O

Brandon Man.

A Strong, Durable’ 
Seamless Shaped 

COTTON

Grain Bag
lick

.Sent/ Your Order fo

Bcmis Bro. Bag Ce.,
Winnipeg, Man.

in Canada”

-.n.b. DUMP RACK

Thoroughly tested in the field lor 
the lest two tessons: fits sny wsgon 
or truck: unloads a load of sheaves 
without stopping: saves the thresher 
half the bundle teams Sold direct 
from the manufacturer at Wstrous. 
Saak.
Racks, 8 s 14, 3 foot sides, less 
floor, $40 f.o.b. Wstrous Cash.

Sold end guaranteed by

The T.N.B. Mfg. Co. Ltd.
WATHOU3, SASIC

T H E G K A I N G K 0 W KRS’ GUID E

Growing Flax for Fibre
By Louis Hartvigsen

The writer states that Canadian Farmers Annually Destroy One Million Acres of 
flax Straw which might be Sold for Two Hundred Dollars per ton.

How to Prepare Flax Fibre for Market

July 28, 1913*

The cultivation of flax in Western 
( anada hitherto has lieen characterized 
by a very wasteful practice which only 
needs to Is- stopped in order to bring 
greatly increased profits to farmers who 
grow this crop. 1 refer to the burning of 
the flax straw. The fibre contained in 
the flax straw, when properly ret’ted, has 
a value of upwards of $2(X) |*-r ton. This 
money can be obtained by flax growers in 
Western Canada if they take the trouble 
to prepare the flax fibre for market. 
The growing of flax for fibre as well as 
for seed is a big industry in Europe, but 
owing to the great war, the European 
supply will fall far shopr of the demand 
Here is the golden opportunity for the 
farmers of Western Canada to grasp this 
trade Let trie state a few facts

This year there will lie no flax exported 
from Belgium France or Germany Tin- 
supply from Holland will be small, as 
they need the bulk of it for home use 
Russia will contribute only 35 [x-r cent 
of her usual supply, or even less liecause 
the amount of linen required in Russia 
at the present time is enormous. In a 
normnPseawin" the export of flax, low anti 
codifia from' Russia to Great. Britain arid 
Ireland is SI 000"" Ions The British 
consumption of flax is' normally about 
I frf),(XX) tons [s-r yearT'One can readily 
see" that there will he'41 gryil' shortage

The flu itrew breaker at work

WHEN WRITING TO ADVERTISERS 
PLEASE MENTION THE GUIDE

and consequent high prices paid this year, 
and probably during the next few years

Canada’s Opportunity
There is no reason why Canada should 

not produce flax fibre just, as well as 
Russia. The possibilities are here The 
climate of Western Canaria compares with 
that of the three Russian provinces, 
I’skof. Ostrof and Witetwk. The soil here 
is very much richer than in these Russian 
provinces, which nevertheless yield a good 
qua’ity of flax and seed. I have recently 
seen some flax in the possession of I, T. 
Macdonald, of the Board of Trade, 
Regina. The sample was dewret’ted 
I compared it with the high Livonian 
quality and concluded that the climate 
here is too dry for dewret’ting At the 
same time the flax I saw has a use and 
I estimate that it would fetch $173 per 
ton Xow if the same flax, had been 
relied in water holes, as is done in most 
of the Russian districts, the flax would lx1 
worth an additional $-10 [1er ton. or $21R 
at Regina anil $23-1 at Montreal My 
own experience in the trade, which is also 
the experience of experts I know, is that 
the flax ret’ted in water holes is of a much 
I letter quality and has "more life,” as 

• we sav
Belgian flax is ret’ted in the River Lys. 

This is the lies» quality of flax in the world 
The water rn the river is fairly warm and 
has a peeuliar softness Another method 
U«e<! in Belgium is the so-ealled “Feuil
lette” system, whieh is an attempt to 
reproduce the Court rai method of ret "ting

lie easily removed from the straw. This 
may occur at the end of February or the 
beginning of March. These two methods 
of ret ting are not always certain to give 
good results.

3 —The "Feuillette” Method: This 
method of working flax consists in estab
lishing central depots to which-Tho flax 
straw is brought to be worked. The flax 
is steeped in tanks with circulating water 
which is heated to the temperature of the 
Lys.

4 —Ret ting in Waterholes: This is 
the oldest and a safe method of ret’tirig ; 
it is done when harvest time is over; it i.-i 
a little more expensive in labor, but is 
sure To soften and to make the tempera
ture of the water warmer, place manure 
from cattle in the bottom (swampy 
bottoms arc to be avoided); the warmer 
and softer the water, the quieter the
ret ting process and the better the quality 
The flax straw has to lie in a temperature 
of the water of almut 45° almut six days, 
40° aliout eight days, ,y>° about ten days. 
30° Fahrenheit almut thirteen to fourteen 
days When a handful is taken and 
beaten on the surface of the water and 
the straw falls off, it is ready to he spread 
on the Stubblefield to dry and bleach

Breaking the Straw
Most farmers of Western Canada seem 

to lie of the opinion that they cannot 
profitably raise flax for flax fibre unless 
they have sufficient waterholes on”their 
?{?- r' * * whole acreage of flax raised 
1 hi« js an erroneous opinion; on the

In this process the flax is steeped n tanks 
in which water, heated to the temperature 
of the River Lys, is kept in circulation

It is estimated that Canadian farmers 
burn one million acres of flax straw every 
year What would this mean if turned 
into fibre and sold for $2(XJ per ton? 
An expensive smoke, is it not?

Pulling and Ret’ting
In harvesting flax for the fibre as well 

as for the seed, the flax is [lulled either by 
hand or with the flax puller. There are 
two well known flax pullers on the market. 
It is claimed for one of these machines 
that it wifi pull, brush the earth from the 
root and at the same time bind the straw 
into sheaves. The seed [Kids must be 
threshed out or combed off. The fibre 
must have the natural length, because, 
the longer the flax straw and the fibre, 
the greater the worth. Threshed flax 
straw is worthless.

After the seed has been removed the , 
flax straw has to lie ret’ted. This may 
be done in four different, ways:—

1 .--Dew Ret’ted: The flax straw is 
spread on the prairie and allowed to lie 
there to ret and bleach until the fibre 
can t>e easily'removed from the strawN.

2 -Snow Ret’ted : The flax straw is 
spregd on the prairie'in the fallTand left 
there under the snow until the fibre can

CASE Fire Proof Thresh
ing Machines form one of 

the corner-stones of CASE 
fame. Made almost entirely of 
steel, they withstand years of 
wear and exposure. Fire, too, 
can’t hurt them. Do you real
ize the tremendous value this 
is to you ? 4Millions of dollars
have gone up in stnoke in 
wooden machines.

Then, CASE Threshing Ma
chines with attachments will 
thresh any grain or seed known. 
And thresh it fast and clean. 
There are a ‘‘hundred and one’ ’ 
reasons why you should buy a 
CASE for your profit and pro
tection.

Leaders Since *42
For 72 years CASE Thresh

ers have held acknowledged 
leadership. They will handle 
heavier and damper grain than 
other machines. Wearing parts 
are all accessible. Hard - oil 
compression cups permit lubri
cation while machine is run
ning.

Fewer and better-made parts 
mean less repairs.

May we send you "Facts from 
the Field,” just out ? It tells 
the experiences of those who 
know CASE machinery be
cause they are using it. And 
our catalog, too?

^ Write
for 1015 Threshing Machine Book 
describing our complete line of 
Threshers, Tractors, Power Gang- 
Plows. Hay Presses, Road Machin
ery and CASE Automobiles. (29g)
J. I. Case Threshing Machin* Co., Inc.

531 Olive Street. Racine. WU.

Farmers !
IVe have <JKConcy to Loan.
Such a heading would be very 
interesting to you if you had a fire 
and no insurance. You would need 
money to replace your buildings or 
buy more g lock, but if you were a 
policy holder in our company you 
would not need to borrow money to 
replace your loss, your adjustment 
would be made promptly and 
liberally, and you could buy for 
cash and take discounts, which is 
the first principal of good business. 
We will be pleased to aend you 
particulars of the low^ cost of
protection.

The Saskatoon Mutual Fire 
Insurance Co. l.“katoon
Live Agents Wanted in this Province

MAKE YOUR BIKE 
A MOTORCYCLE

st a small cost by using our Attach- 
able outfit. FITS ANY BICYCLE. Kaa- 

*J7 st tar bed. No special tools reo ilred.

rfflUHtfÆâS FREE BOOK
describing the HHAW Blrvcle Motor At
tachment. Motorcycles, ell makee, new 
and second-hand, (36 and up.
•haw manufacturing co.

Dspt. 111, Galesburg, Has., U S A

8^5103^86507732^71^557^63276


