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DOES PROHIBITION PAY?

Woent Pliny adds that no glass ever made can compare

excellence with Indian glass, a passage whict arely
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nvention {f glass the rient But it wa ol mere
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Applying the ndividual test M George | L.aw
ence scusses the question from the economic side. He
begine his article with a reference 1t s notable dinner
which was given twenty-two years ago t A famous phy
sician There were nineteen guests \ whon A pplied
themselves wnidu sly ¢ the rare wines placed bhelore
thems The host meanwhile sat at. the *ad { the ta
nibbling dry toast and sipping minera! water Isn't that
pathetic? said n { the guests t the famous physi
cian Yen was the cynieal reply s the medical man
poised his glass in midair Nincteen fools and cne wise
man

It appears that eighteen years later the twelve =
vivors of this gathering met at another dinner. Ten out
of the twelve drank mineral water For reasons
health o { business they had become convinced that
liguor-drinking did not pay. In that incident, Mr. Law
rence thinks, is to be found the true explanat on of the
present widespread legislation against liguor-selling

Look around among your friends and associates in b
ness he says the men you know and meet, and note
the change within your own recollectior In the army
at the close of the Civil War practically every officer

drank: “‘to-day one-third are total abstainers, and drunk

enness costs a man his commission

Economic conditions—in common parlance It doesn't
pay form the great underlying factor of the anti-drink
movement which is primarily neither moral nor relig
fous, but ““‘a cold matter of dollars and cents.'’ Stead

ily man has been forced to the conclusion that he cannot
aflord to drink °

The economic aspects of the anti-drink movement are
many There is the all-important one of productivity

Man is, if you will, simply an epgine, and the ques
tion of running that engine most cheaply and efficiently is
the question of its highest productlyity ts greatest
economic value Purchasers of labor whether that
labor be of a sewer-digger or a Senator,—want re
sults from the human machine And it has been demon
strated that the human machine run on alcohol falls far
behind that which is not No one has ever made a
practical internal explosive engine operated by gunpowd
er, though many may have tried. No one has ever evoly
ed an efficient human machine working on alecohol, al
though millions have tried >

In discussing the aspect of longevity, Mr. Lawrence
presents some remarkable figures prepared by the emin
ent English actuary, Sir Victor Horsley. Where the av
erage mortality among adult males of all classes is
1000, that of saloon-keepers is represented by 1642, and
of total abstainers by 560. Out of 100,000 inhabitants at
thirty years of age, only 44,000 ordinary persons reach
the age of seventy years, whereas 55,000 abstainers do
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yuse it doesn't § With the w ngman the que
tior t re t B ITe show that he t
is decreasing his cons t r { irink He has | nd
that alcohol is not the t kind of fuel for the humar
n hine and that the fore t An econon waste ¢
e it In many cases the e of intoxicant while
duty 8 prohibited Some firn require their em;j P
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The higher one goes n the soci scale the more
general is the acceptance f the fact that the use of
iquor is economically wrong for the individual and
the same economic law applies to groups of individuals
the towns and cities This is the explanation of the
national spread f pr ition which has made 55 per
cent. of the intry with 33,000,000 inhabitants dry
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SENATOR BURROWS ON THE NATIONAL
WEALTH

Some of those w listened to Sen ws at
the Chicag vention, saw and heard ich did
not reach the eye and ear of the the throng

Senator Burrows was telling of the great productions of
wealth of the past year. He specified $4,331,000,000 in
flocks and herds; $7,412,000,000 in farm products; 420
000 000 tons of coal; $90.000.000 of gold: 5.000.000 bales of
cotton and 19,000,000 pounds of silk in manufactures; 25
178,000 tons of pig fron; and billions of dollars’ worth
f other products. Just then there came from a distant
corner of the gallery a voice that would have paralyzed

Senator Burrows had he heard it: a voice that would

e stampeded the delegates had it reached them: a
voice that nevertheless seemed to those with ears to hear
to fill the auditoriun Alluding to this vast catalogue of
wealth that voice asked, ““Who got it?"’ And at that
instant, as if in answer, a great scroll at the rear of
the platform unrolled, visible only to those who had the
eyes to see, as the voice was audible only to those
who had the ears to hear. The Daniel who interpreted
the mystic legends on that scroll, pointing his finger the
while at the delegates in the body of the hall, read these
ominous words More millionaires than ever before. Mil
¢

lions tenant farmers, and of farm owners stageering

under purchase-money mortgages Fewer home-owners
Greater need for charity to relieve the sufferings of work

less workers.”” Luckily for Senator Burrows and his
co-partisans, they neither saw the scroll nor heard the
interpreter. But the scroll was there, snd the voice was

there, and the judgment is at hand
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