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A PREMATURE EXPLOSION
In lilt Winnipeg Telegram of August 27 

appears an interview with Sir KoUmond Rob 
Im in which he makee the following state 
ment

•*Tfce eeaeeaeeeiest wade la Ue wore,»* 
|4i|.#n tkal Ue I'reeideet of Ue Called Wale# 
ue» elgaed Ue socalM Ceaema Bill, eheul.t 
rasas every good pet not 1» Caaadlaa le t-egi» 
Ue wee* »IU prayer ead tfeaakeglvtags tkel 
they were a et eataagled la Ue weehee of the 
net set by I'reeideet Taft e# the Hat ef leal 
September If there has been aay doable te 
I he anade ef the Caaadlaa people Be le the 
meaaiag and iateaUoa ef Preeideat Taft and 
the goveraweel of the United Htatee la hie 
elatemeat that he propoeed I» make t.aaada aa 
edjunr t of the Kepeblic te the eowth of as, It 
will be reeieved by hie aetloe of Heterday laal 
Thle formal, regular repadlatioe of Ue terme 
of a treaty made wlU Ue Brttiah Empire be 
ranee Ue rrealdeal aed Coegreee of the Veiled 
Htatee eeem to Uieh It will be la Ueir Saaarial 
interest • boo Id «a one the people of thle Uomia 
ion to Uriah away from every thoeght ef haw 
lag aay form. I or iateraatioaal arrangement 
for trade or aay other perpoee, eoeh ae eiieta 
among the aalioee of the world generally.*'

We certainly cannot sec the point of Sir 
Kodmond's argument. We agree with him 
that the American Senate and President Taft 
have violated the terms of the Hay-Pauncc 
fot«- treaty by discriminating in favor of 
American shi|is in the case of the Panama 
Canal. We cannot, however, understand 
why this should be any argument against 
selling our grain to American purchasers 
at a higher price than we can get in Canada 
We believe that a majority of the American 
|ieotile are opposed to the action of President 
Taft and the Senate in the canal regulations 
However, the canal will not be open for two 
years and during that time the matter will 
lie diaeuaaed by the Canadian, American and 
Itritiah government» and may eventually 
find its way to The Hague for arbitration. 
If there ia no satisfactory settlement Csnsds 
hss smple opportunity of reprisal by dis 
criminating against American vessel* passing 
through Canadian canals and waterways, if 
this drastic action ia found neccasary. In the 
meantime Sir Kodmond's explosion seems 
premature. If then; is good reason for his 
prayer of thanksgiving then certainly the 
Canadian people are in grave danger by rea­
son of their present trade with the American 
people, which is greater than their trade 
with any other country in the world. Devas­
tating wars have many times resulted from 
leaser provocation than the action of the 
I'nited States in the canal affair, hut no one 
haa even suggested such a possibility in the 
present case, yet Sir Kodmond’s explosion is 
of the nature to encourage warlike feelings. 
It would seem infinitely better to adopt a 
sane and reasonable manner and allow the 
difficulty to he settled through (>ea<-eful 
channels. Sir Kodmond might have allowed 
the premiers of Canada and Ureat Britain 
to consider the matter first, as they are the 
men who will be called upon to take what­
ever action is deemed necessary.

MANUFACTURERS’ DIPLOMACY
The following comment reeently appeared 

in the Toronto Financial Post :—
"It need not be wondered at if a change of 

administration, or at least of policy, follows the 
visit of the organiser of the Cement Merger to 
this side the Atlantic. It is necessary that the 
cement industry should have some one connected 
with it who has the ear of the present govern 
ment. That cutting of the import duty was a 
lesson to the management, that the present min 
istry is prepared to go to unusual lengths in 
meeting the public needs, and that it is neces 
sarv to show it why things shonld, or should 
not, be done. It is not intended to supplant 
Mr. Jones, the capable and up to date general 
manager of cement, but there is * movement in

laie» et appwiatiag te aa leipertaal otbee ie tbe 
lerpeiallee, wh ..ae abo » sere te be pereuse 
glele Ie tbe UueiiBlee Oet ef sweat *

Thie ta an intimation that tttr Max Aitkin 
lia» been git mg eoiur up* to the cement mag 
nates It is also a brazen admission of an 
attempt to influence the Ifvmmiou Uuvsru- 
ment. Il thta work» out successfully no 
doubt all tbe lug manufacturers will ratal» 
liali a '■diplomatic ' department. W» will 
then have in Canada a diplomatic corpe. 
Their duly will be to influence the Dominion 
Uoteminent to give epecial favors te their 
employer». It ta quite evident that the 
cement combine would expect to give some­
thing in return Tina something could not be 
other than a contribution to election cam­
paign fund», either directly or indirectly. It 
might be done by un-ana of subsidizing Uie 
preae aa wee done at Uie last election» 
through the Canadian Century of Montreal, 
a journal reputed to be owned by tiir Max 
Aitken. At tbe present time the protective 
tariff yield» upward» of SlUU.UUU.UUU of reve­
nue to the Dominion Uovernment. It also 
enable» tbe Canadian manufacturers to pluck 
twice line amount from the Canadian 
consumers.

Aa a business proposition how would it 
do for the Canadian vonaumera to aay to the 
politician»: "If you will do away with the 
protective tariff we will contribute ♦ô,UUl),UUU 
annually to the campaign luud of each poli 
tical party." Tliia would of course be very 
crude and unpatriotic. Ncvertheleaa the 
consumers would make SlUU.UUU.UUU a year 
out of it. Thia ia approximately the line of 
argument made by some of the protected 
manufacturer», so what ia good for the 
manufacturera ought to be good for the con­
sumer», and of course it would help to build 
up a “well rounded Dominion."

THE HEIGHT OF HYPOCRISY
I-ant summer when the Western farmers 

were anxious for reciprocity with the United 
States in order that they could get better 
prices for their grain, the barons of the 
Canadian Manufacturer»' aaeociation held 
op their hands in horror. They would have 
neither "truck nor trade’’ with the crafty 
Yankees, who wen- simply waiting to gobble 
up Canada. At that time the ultra-patriotic 
manufacturera trembled, and tears came in 
their eyes, as they thought of the dangers 
the Western farmers faced in selling their 
grain to the unacrupulous Yankees. We 
ask our readers to hear in aiind these facta 
while they read the following interview 
which appeared in the / Toronto Star on 
August 14:—

"Ii it true that nianiifartiireri ia Toronto, 
Hamilton, Brantford and other large rentre» 
nre insured in the New Englnnd Manufacturer» ' 
Mutuals f "

"It il," aniwered E. R Heaton, the Uaea 
dian Manufacturers' aaeociation insurance ex­
pert, when Tbe Htar lew him this morning on 
hi* return from England. "To the extent of 
♦ 150,000,000, I ihould my, in Unaade in gen­
eral, and the amount ii increasing. "

"On my desk here I have a report from one 
of tbe largest of theae New England concern». 
The volume of buaineie ia large. The amount 
at riak on June 30 Inst wne practically $400,- 
000,000. The Are lone for n term of years haa 
been three and n half cent» for each 1100; the 
total colt, including offlee expenses, etc., haa 
been 6% cent*. The companies her* ire quoting 
from 12 to IS Why shouldn't our manufacturers 
place their Insurance where they get It at coat 
and with the best result»? Take one big Toronto 
manufacturing company. Every dollar of its 
insurance ia in these New England companies, 
and the total can't be far short of 10,000,000. 
Why, if this company were taxed to tbe ex 
tent of the protection it enjoys, it would still 
remain in the New England companies.

Thus we see thst these pocket patriots 
in the Canadian Manufacturers’ association

arv placing their insurance with the Ameri­
can ' omii# men They are doing their bent to 
build up and strengthen the flnannal agen 
• in of the American Republic Ami for 
what purpose t Simply because they save 
money in no doing Aa the manufacturera' 
iiiaoraii.-.- expert aaya "Why ahouldn't our 
manufacturers place their insurance where 
they gel it at cant ami with heat results " 
The manufacturers care not a fig for the 
l anadiao insurance companies. It make» no 
difference to them whether the Canadian 
insurance companies live or die or whether 
their employee» have to hunt for other posi­
tions The only thing the manufacturers 
hare in mind ie to aavc money on their in­
surance And thia ia patriotism ; thia te 
loyalty ; thia ia the action of those patriotic 
gentlemen who ehed their team and their 
money to keep the Canadian farmers from 
trading with the Americana. Was there ever 
better evidence of deep-dyed hypocrisy. 
The manufacturers am doing just what 
they denied to the farmers Why should 
the farmem of Canada show an atom of 
sympathy to theae pocket patriots who atop 
at nothing that will add to their wealth! 
The manufacturem are |»erfectly right in 
getting their insurance at the lowest cost. 
Ami the farmem am right in their demand 
to be allowed to buy and aell where they can 
get the heat term».

PREMIER BORDEN S VISIT
Premier Borden ia now on his way home 

from Ureat Britain where he baa spent the 
laat few months in conference with British 
statesmen and officials on inattem of mutual 
interest to Canada and the Motherland, and 
also with due reference to wider Imperial as­
pects. Judging by report* of Mr. Borden'a 
addresses, and also by the official statement 
he handed to the preae before leaving Kng- 
land, no definite arrangement» have been 
arrived at on the most im|>ortant inattem he 
l as been dealing with. Mr. Borden haa up­
held the dignity of the Dominion which he 
represent» in an able manner and haa taken 
firm ami safe ground in declaring that Brit­
ish problems must lie solved by the British 
fieople and strictly Canadian problems by 
the Canadian people. (Canada has been 
singularly fortunate in having as Prime 
ministem since federation men who have 
maintained the rights of the Canadian people 
to work out their own deetiny as a self gov. 
erning nation. The firmness and dignity with 
which this attitude haa been maintained haa 
given Canada a greater eelf-rcapect and 
greater prestige not only in Ureat Britain 
but throughout the world. In mattem of na­
tional (lolicy we have sometimes differed with 
Mr. Borden in the past, and may have occa­
sion to differ with him in the future, but such 
difference» of opinion will be dictated only 
by a sincere deaire to serve the beet interests 
of the Canadian people. At the present time 
we join hands with all Canadians in extend­
ing to Mr. Borden a hearty welcome on hta 
return to Canada, and we believe that hia 
recent labors in Great Britain will give Can­
ada a more important place in the rank» of 
the great nations of the earth.

ALBERTA FARMERS NOTE
We are informed that a new grain com­

pany, with headquarters at Calgary, haa 
been organized under the name of the 
"Western Co-operative Grain Company, 
Ltd.” We undemtand this company ie can­
vassing farmers to buy its stock. It has also 
been brought to our notice that there ia 
some confusion among the farmem between 
this company and the Grain Growers’ Grain 
company. We know nothing of the mérita
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