sense, for no tone of adoratiolor
swent the feelings imto the tide of
ther took advantage of the ele

lulge in metaphyasical pl
ally seemed to be W(‘ljncd 3
blems for his own a(klnta“,&n the inspire-
tion of the occasion.

Let the petitioner forget that prayer is a part
of the routine of service, and realize God's pre-
sence, and tones will become appropriate and
bring all Yiedrts into sympathy, many into aetive
faith,

But the most difficult achievement of comreét
intonation is required for reading lyric poetry.
And yet here is the Hoest f1d for-effect. “The
highest ecstacy ot joy, the deepest sighs of peni-
tenoe, the sublimest copeeptions of divine inspi-
ration, have beer wrought into song. Yet these
are often read in a doggerel, gée-iw Tashion,
stupefying every ear and heart. He that takes
pains to stultify his hearers with several prelimi-
nary exercises of this droning sort may thank
himself for ell the stupid reception of his en-
treaties, and the disregard of his after efforts.
But he that can thrill the souls of his auditory
with the happiest expressions of the bappiest
thinkers im their happiest moments, may pre-
pure such a reeeption for his own thought as
shall greatly bless and help both his hearers and
himself. '

« If 1 have ever been of any use as an instru-
ment of spiritual good, it has been, to a great
extent, through the reading of sacred poetry ;
when I have had a choice of means, I have se-
lected it in preference to any other. I would
charge it on you, young men, to cultivate and
cherish this invaluable eid to your usefulness.”
Sueh was almost the dying charge of Dr. Net-

tleton to the thieclogical students as they stood
around bis death-bed. His reading of a hymn
would stir like a trumpet, or melt like the * Fa-
ther, forgive them ” of Jesus.

He that wins human souls to God cannot have
too many aids. Least of all ean he afford to
introduce hinderances himself. Nor shall he be
held guiltless who, as an embassador, presents
the message with which be is charged, clad in
harlequin robes of sound, not only powerless, but
offensive.~A’, Y. Christian Advocate. .

MARY TOWNSEND, OF LOUISBURG, G. B.
Another has exchanged time for a blissful
eternity in the person of Mary Townsend, who
died ‘at Louisburg, Sydney Circuit, in June last;
in the 26th year of her age. Sister Townsend
was converted to God, and joined the Wesleyan
church, uuder the faithful ministry of the Rev.
F. W.Moore. She was highly respected by all
who knew her. Bhe took a lively interest in the

cause of religion, and rejoiced in its success. As|God, by preaching, by other ordinances, and by
long as she was able to goto the House of God, [the prayers and example of Christians, which
it was her delight to e there, ind when othérs | gludes the keenest * observation” of men. Still
neglected the class-meeting, she highly priz-|were the living membership of the church de-
ed the “ communion of saints.” For a time she | creasing from year to year, it would be held as a
was called to suffer severe bodily pain, she was | demonstration that its power of achieving spirit-
enabled, however, to cast her cares on her loving| ual conquests had proportionably declined.

and faithful Saviour, and as her end drew near,

she anticipated it with calmness and hope, ex- | have been led by the returns in the * Minutes of
pressing to the writer, and the many frieuds who Conference of 1863,” nothing is further fr'om our
visited her, her well-founded expectation of being | purpose than to speak ex cathedra, or to imply a

mnof the Mi.thodists, and

i with her copvictions of

jecame & Methodist of tse John Wes- |

iype. Eodowments, mental and spiritual, of |
| chivgetiér werd bestowed on ber,

an {mauseal . {
whick fop #'series of yéars she employed ‘as s

p rerin the church of God ; Wd m‘")’f
md to Christ. Her bumility was |
-ured, ‘ever esteeming others better than|
berself, and looking with greater approval upon |
the exeellencies of others than her own. Her
self-respect was nevertbeless grest, as was ber
faish, bbthesotinaing to the last. By virtue of|
the former, she adjusted ber srms and bands,
Fand so firmty slosed her eyes tnd mouth in death’s
last struggle that they moved not sgain. By
virtue of the latter she endured, as seeing Him
who is invisible, fighting the good fight of faith
for more than three quarters of a century, Siling
ber place ‘in the sanctuary and the class room
whenever ber extreme age would allow, till with-
in a few wegka of her departure.

She left Nova Scotia and came to reside in
this Commonwealth in 1854, bringing from her
pastor.a highly sommendatory letter 1o the Me-
thodist Episeopal Chureh, which was received by
C. L. McCurdy, then pastor of the Methodist
Episcopal Chureh at East Cambridge. About
#ix years since she removed to this ecity and
united with the Maple Street Chureh. It can of
her in truth be said, that she was revered by all,
but specially prized and loved by the experimen-
tal Christian.” She loved the gates of Zion more
than all the dwellings of Jaeob. All Christ’s
friends were specially dear to her, and his minis-
ters shared very largely in her warmest affection
and earnest prayers. And many and importune
were her suppliestions in behalf of the impeni-
tent. Having finished the high and huly work
committed to her, she sweetly feil asleep in
the arms of her faithful, covenant-keeping God
and Saviour, Dec..8th, 1862, in the 96th year of
her age. How sublime her history, how com-
manding her example !
Lynn, Jan., 1863.

?rnhi_miaf@csltga;.

WEDNESDAY, OCT’R 14, 1863.

A. M. OsGoob.

Number of Members in our Socie-
ties, 1863.
This is a very suggestive subject, and one of
no small importance. The number of members
from year to year, is justly deemed one indication
of the of true usefulness, by the minis-
try, and other agencies of the ehurch. It should
not however be overlooked, that the entire influ-
ence for good, of the church, is not, cannot be,
accurately represented by figures. There isa
constant, a mighty promotion of the kingdom of

In the following observations, to which we

gchonls, being an M““,“ teachers,
being an incretse of 333;and of scholars there
werp 12,526, an increase of 2,126., When we
reflect on the restraining &l gracious influence

{of the Sabbath school, “e proximity to the

chureh, and fhe insélliged piéty of the teachers,
we cannot but regard these returns as affording
the utmost ground to hope, for the further useful-
ness of these Institutions, and especially that they
may be the means of leading thousands of the
scholars to an early, saving knowledge of Christ,
and then to recognised, establishing mrmber-
ship with Lis Church. ’

But we may wisely hope for a more rapid ad- i
dition to our societies than during (he past seven '
years. The pruning which the Society rquiredi
for economical and prudepGal ‘parposes, is the
earliest years of our separate Conference ‘exist- X
#nce, will not require repetition. ~The ministry, |
also, has been enlarged from sbout 927in 1856,
to 137 in 1863. This significant augmentation
of ministers, has been effected by the admission,
sad ordination of young men, who are ¢ strong
in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Of
these beloved brethren it may be confidently
expected they will continue to give themseives
wholly to the work of the Lord. O,that on
every Circuit where they lsbour, and in every
congrezation to which they presch, they may
soon have more seals to their ministry, and more
souls may be given them for their hire. ~Nothing
can satisfly the aged preacher of the Wesleyan,
and apostolic type, but (o witness the conversion
of sinners,—the salvation of men. The juni-
ors herein are imitating good examples. As the
true military spirit, in our country’s battles, is to
conquer or die, 50 the growing company of our
ministers is saying, and feeling, “ The people
may be saved, they must be saved, and if lowly
prayer, loving plainness, and scriptural fidelity
in preaching, can win souls, and this is the way
to win them, then shall many be wom to Christ:
from this day forward.” IDear brethren, we bid
you God speed.

Referring to the number returned as “om
trial” from year (o year, it would seem that there
is oecasion for calling in question, either the prin-
ciple upon whish these returas of probationers
are compiled, or whether adequate pastoral at-
temtion is ordinarily given to all those who are
reported as “ on trial”, in order so the full de-
velopment of their christian charaster, coutinu.
ed church-membership and stability in grace. Is
it not possible, in the ordinary conditions of our
societies in these Provinces, that the large pum-
ber of persens of this class—the fruit of so mach
study, pains and prayer, should yield st the nexs
conference a most delightful addition to the mem-
bersbip of the church? How shall we secure to
the church, and for Christ, ell of these who so re-
cently manifested decided tokens of their desire
to flee from the wrath to eome, to be saved from
their sins? Why may not every one of them be
really, fully, for ever saved P Christian Jove asks
—why? Redeeming love answers, * Him that
cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast oat.”

May it be allowed to propose, whether at the
earliest opportunity, the Superintendents, and
their collesgues:on théir Cireuits ‘respectively,
would not do well to institute specific inquiry,
for every one of these probatiomers, by name,
whether old or young, male, or female, richer or
poorer? This inquiry would be directed pri-

forever with the Lord. When she was nearing reflection on our laborious minisu'n—-or the zea-
) lous class-leaders of our Connexion. They ob-
tain, and they are entitled to all honour and love
But if we can awaken any appropriate thought,
that shall lead to right action, in the case to be
examined, and if the divine Spirit, our holy Help-
er, shall crown it with his blessing, so that the
membership of our Societies shall be at the same
time further saactified, and augmented, during
this year, and in all future years, our whole end
will be accomplished, and the Holy One of Israel,
HARRIET CLARKE, OF ST. ANDREWS, N, B, | shall be alone, and ever glorified. .

Died at St. Andrews on the 14th of June last, ‘}i’r:t:;??::‘(:;:;.;: S::‘;::l‘:::: :l{’!;:::
Harriet (,:'“kf' daughter of Capt. James and hundred and fificen members. (See p. 12.) This
Esther Clarke, sged 21 years. s a record which calls to humiliation before God.

From her childhood she was remarkable for It is to be supposed, that the honesty and fidel-
the sweetness of Ler temper, and respect for re- ity, which made the fact public, have been fol-

as not untii about three or four||oued by solemn self-inquiry, and fervent prayer
years ego, dusing a serics of religious services|py || the members of Conference, and our peo-
held by Dro. Brownell on the St. Audrews cir<|ple yenerally throughout the Connexion. This
cuit t she experienced the peace of God which | Jecrease does not stand alone in the records of
passeth knowledge ; and from that time she walk- | sur Church, for the last seven years. There was
ed worthily of her bigh calling. Scarcely any ob- |  small decrease in the membership in 1857, and
stacle would prevent her from attending the | 1862; in the former year, of one hundred and
méans of grace, Herplace in the house of God, | jwenty.-five, and in the latter of ome hundred and
the Sabbath School, or the class meeting waa eight. Unhappily the decrease last year was
rarely vacant. If God had epared her life, | much greater, than the united losses of those

marily to the class-leaders with whom they had
met, at least a few times, before they were recog-
nized as being on trial. Having thus ascertain-
ed the present religious habits, and feelings of
these objeets of pastcral solicitude, might not
suitable, direct, immediate ministerial atteation
be extended towards them? Should it be found

her Fatber's house above, ste exborted her
friends to seek religion, and meet her in heaven.

Qur sister leavesa beloved husband, and three
dear ehildren ; one who is but a few months old,
also & large circle of friends to mourn their irre-
parable loss. May we be folluwers of them who
faith and patience inhe.it the promises.

Z. W. TOwNSEND.
Louisburg, C. B., Sept 28th, 1863,

cases, for the minister 10 hold persopal inter-
course with the probationers,might not this hope-
ful service, be devolved on some other mmit-
able person.  * A werd fily spokes; kow gond
is it?” This manifestation af love 1o Scuis by
personal converse, would in many instarces he
more appreciated, aud be more etlectusl, to-
wards the great end, their salvation, than tiwee
earlier labours, whereby awakening of conscietce
was at first produced. And, surely it is 0o l¢ss
honourable and Christ-like, thus to retsin in the
fold, those who might otherwise, wander from it,
than at firss to bring them into it. Happy are
they who have grace to ‘‘become all things to ail
men, if by any means they may save some.”” It
may be deserving of serious thought whetberla-
bour timely bestowed on the anxious inquirer,
and those who but recently have professed faith
in Christ aad are consequently mot yet reot-

ligion, but it was nc

impracticable, as it doubtiess would “be-irmuny L

she bade fair to be a useful member of the church.
But alas ! blighting consumption had marked her
as his victim, and for eleven months she lay up-
on her bed, sufferivg from this wasting disease.
Her sufierings were great, but she bore them
with Chrisuan fortitude and resignation. 8o far
was she from murmuring, that her countenance,
beaming with an uneartbly radiance, indicated
the joy and peace within. She died in the tri-
umph of faith in the Redeemer. The solemn oc-
casion was improved by the writer by a dis-
course from (1 cor xv. 57) ** But thanks be unto
God, &c.” After which, the Teachers and scholars
of the Sabbeth School walking in procession,
the copgregstion repaired to the grave yard,
where the hymn was sung commencing with

** Sister thou wast mild and lovely, &e.”

R. O. B. Jou~sox.

CHAKLES H, PIINNEY OF ANNAPOLIS COUNTY.

You will perceive by the following that our
excelient Bro. Phinney has been called to pass
through dep waters of domestic bereavement—
in the loss of another child—and that the
youngest.

Died, on the 17th Sept., at the residence of
Mr. Wm. Connors, 8andy Hill, Mr. Charles
Hennigar, youngest som of Lawrence Phinney,
fsq., of Lawrencetown, Annapolis County, Nova
Scotia, aged 18 years.

The deceased arrived in this city in the moath
of June last, and entered the office of W. H.
Walker, Lq., as a student-at-law, and although
his scjourn in our midst was brief, he had never-
theless by his gentlemanly demeanor, scholarly
attaloments, and ' clristian worth, receiveu the
friendship and respect of a number of our citi-
zens who are now called upon to mourn his lose.

- Copied from the Oltawa Citizen, C, W., Oct. 8,
1565, -~ RoW.
MRS, (. STOKES, FORMERLY OF LIVERFOOL, N, 8,

[ On our recent visit to lh:: United States our
attention was calied to an Obituary notice in the
Zion's Ierald, from the pen of the Rev. A, M.
Osgood, New England Conference, of an aged
raint, lately deceased, who removed from Nova
Scotia to Massachusetts a few yesrs since, and
with whom we had pleasurable and profitable
acquaintance when on the Liverpool Circuit.
The memory-of Sister Stokes is precious to many
friends in this Provinee, and the incidents of her
exemplary and useful life would well afford ma-
terial for an extended and interesticg memoit.
But her record is on bigh, and her reward is
great in beaven.—Ed. Wes.]

Sister Catherine Stokes entered the vineyard
of our Divine Master when about 16 years of

age,

Four years subsequently she received an en-
larged measure of the gift of Christ, and was
thenceforward a faithful, earnest, laborious Chris-
tian, The early years of her pilgrimage were.in
connection with the Congregational Church of
her native city, Liverpool, Nova Scotis. - On re-
moving 1o Halifax, apd becoming informed.in the
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previous years. Plaialy, the reported decrease
in our societies in the year ending May 1863, was
eighty-two members more, than in both the for-
mer years. Let the truth be told. Let it be
pondered, then such observation, enquiry and
effort may follow as shall, if it please God, pre-
vent a like sorrowful, and searching occurrence
again, in the present generation.
Let no man's heart fail him. The unparallel-
ed prosperity which God has given to the Metho-
dist Societies, wherever they exist, has not been
without corresponding depressing incidents. The
parent Societies in Britain, and those in Canada
and the United States have had some years of
numerical losses. But, these, as in the case of
our own Connexion, were owing merely to local
and transient causes, and, not in the least de-
gree to any departure from *‘ the truth as it is in
Jesus,” or the decline of ministerial ardour, or
want of adaptation in the agencies of the Body;
bence they.were speedily followed by years of
great and permanent additions to the Societies.
The flowing tide often appears to recede on the
pebbly beach, but every returaing wave advanceg
further than its predecessor until high-water
mark is sttained.
We bave the more confidence in thus speaking,
because, during the period reterred to, there have
been four years of absalute, and considerable in-
crease in the membership of the church, and the
lowest increase, in these four years was greater,
than the yrealest decrease of either of the years
in question.
The increase in 1858 was
“ 1859
“ 1860 351 andin
1861 “ 330, making
a net increase in seven years of two thou-
sand seven hundred and sixty-seven, and rais-
ing the present total membership of our Church
to the goodly number of ** Fifteen thousand one
hundred and four!” “According to this time it
shall be said of Jacob and of lsrael, What hath
God wrought!”  Suppositg then, which God
f>rbid, there should be nomore enlarged prospe-
rity in our Bocieties for the next fourteen years,
thun in the past seven at the end of one half of
that time, the members woald be about eighteen
%houund—nnd, st the close of the other half, or
in 1877 the members in our Sodieties would be
ahout twenty-one thousand. No inconsiderable
tribe certainly of the Israel of God. Suitably to
@are for all these, to shepherd with holy wisdom,
and to lead them forward in knowledge of the
things of God, in the experience of sanctifying
grace, and to develope and direct their capaci

781
1,305

for Christian work, will be no small effort for the
ministry. cyed

It will be well to add here, the gratifying sta-
tistics of our Babbath schools. These were first
fully reported at the Conference of 1858, when, it
seems there were 159 Sabbath Schools, 1,341
Teachers, and 10,400 Scholsrs. Whereas at the
late Conference there were reported 334 Sabbath

pacity Mbmietglhildny unte the Lord? Tet

ed, and grounded in Him, may not be for
the proper and principal ends of the ministry,
as successful as any other form of pastoral ef-
fortP Alas!it avails but little to bring magy
in our congregations to the position of him, whe
was pronounced to be “ not far from the king-
dom of God”, unless they are conducted fully,
and finally into it. To have persuaded them to
becomz almost Christians only, wilinot be found
sufficient ; they are to be lovingly pursued, and
personally, individually cared for, watil they be-
come altogether such as Paul, in respect of his
subjection to Christ, and devotedness te Him.
If this course be taken, it may indeed be hoped,
that no small part of those now published in the
minntes of conference, as *“ on trial,” will by an-
other year be cotrectly placed in the more satis<
factory column of all who have, through grace,
become entitled to the better standing of approv-
ed, consistent members of the church.

Indeed this inquiry calls for an examination of
the completeness and depth of personal piety, as
exemplified in holy living and incessant effort,
for the advaneement of the cause of Christin the
world, by the whole ehureh, its ministers, class-
leaders, local preachers, sabbath school teachers,
and private members, male and female. Te be
wholly consecrated to God, is our highest good,
this will have the most powerful influence to-
wards the emlargement of the church. To be
instrumental in saving souls, is our greatest,—
our imperishable honour. Personal, constant
consecration to God, will conduce to that blessed
resuit. Church members who decline this, do not
become s0 sanctified, asto be meet forthe Mas-
ter's use. The increase of God’s household on the
earth will be accomplished without such persons,
who have only a name to live while they are
dead. They will be deemed unworthy of the
honour of being employed in this best and great-
est of works. They will be discharged by the
great Master, in displeasure, as baving becoute
disqualified for his choicest service on the earth.
And to lose at the same time, the blessedness of
entire and ascepted consecration to God, and the
distinction, and reward of direct wsefulness to
souls, is & calamity on which no ealightemed
Christian can allow his thoughts to rest, and
his beart to feel, without the strongest depreca-
ton.

Perceiving then on the one hand, the peril of
spiritual declension, and, on the other the gra-
eious possibility of being blessed, and of deing
made a blessing, whe ean be unwilling to eonse-

rbe- tender wonecience be allowed to atiswer for
- - ‘That dutiful response’ will be
Tegistered in heaven. Grase will

then be given -hdlty,muu,.,w
miyo(-ef-lmncfwwyd.y.qm{
and one gracious consequence, shall ‘fifalibly
appear in the minutes of our nest . in
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Observations on British Methodism

BY AN AMERICAN MINISTER.

;The Rev. G. Hughes, Methodist E. Church,
now on a ¥isit to England, in correspondence
with the New Nork adpocalee—sxizacis frem,
which we g former 'umb‘r?t;‘— hasevinced
bis deep interest in the prosperity of British
Metbodism, and bis high sppreciation of herex-
sellepges, . In his lasy epmmunigatign, referzing
to the'appeistaent of the Ret, W. 1. Theraton
A. M. 23 the Deputation to the next general Con-
Terenes of the M. E. Church, he remarks wpon
some mstters which do wot” quadiate with hie
ideas of progress, and upen some differences be-
tween British and American Methodism, which,
be thinks, will strike Mr. Phornton’s sttention. |
We give twoor thvee paragraphs of his Jast let-
ter.

PULPIT OR PORUNM,

Tbere is one featyre of American Methodist
Churches, and I ‘may say of the Amerisan
Churches generally, that will strike Mr. Thorn-
ton’s attention. 1 hope it may cause him no seri-
ous inconvenience. At the late conference he took
oceasion very emphatically to inquire of the Chap-
el Committee (whieh is s central authority, hav-
ing jurisdietion over all the ehapel improvements
of the Connection, and sometimes fetters enter-
prise by its rigid adberence to form) whether it
was true that in some of the ebapels in Maoches-
ter the forum had been substituted for the old
style of pulpit? He will find many pulpits in
America sonstructed after the forum style, and I
shall not be surprised if he enjoys their freedom
s0 much that he will return home a convert to
the forum style of the pulpit.

\DEFECTS OF THE CIBCUIT SYSTEM,

I vestare to suggest, with all due bumility and
defetence to the opinions of older and wiser men,
that there is.anether nnd more siriking contrast
between English and American Methodism, which
I indulge the hope may secure at the hands of
our Wesleywn brethren profound consideration.
We adept the pelicy of throwiag upon our min-
istry individuaily the bigh responsibilitics of
their vocation, and upon iadividual congrega-
tions their appropriate responsibilities. IHere
the old circuii. system prevals universaily. 1 be-
lieve it needs modification. It served well in the
opening of our history. Now the teeming mass-
s of humanity in the large towas and cities must
be reached otherwise. Wesleyaniam must either
madify ber sircuit system or be thrown itto the
shade by other Chugches. Let Dr. Waddy, who
is 90 filled with wonder on sccount of the lack of
prosperity, and the conference generally, look
at this question. A rigid adherence to the old
circuit system is cramping Lhe rising ministry of
the Connection, and the people 109, in a way that
seriously retards the progress of Methodism in
Eogiand. Three or four young and vigorous
ministers are placed under a venerable sujecrin-
tendent in & circuit. They are subject le his au-
thasity. 1f he be a wman of comprehensive views,
and, withal, possesses a good degree of Metho-
dist fire, he' may adopt & vigorous poliey, and so
a tzue affinity be maintained between himeels
and colleaguen, - But if the reversg; then o check
is given to the outguishing energy of threc or
four ministers of Christ, who would otherwise
display a ministerial power such as the Church
and the world require.

And what j3 worse then all, the pastoral ctar-
acter of the ministry is sacrificed. The Wesley-
an people cry out dolefully on every hand, ** Our
preachers dave too much ciroyit business ; they
cannot visit us pastorally.” ¢ The Church” min-
eiers are visiting {som house to house, as Wes-
iey erjoingd upon his preacffers, and they are
tnking the posr en masse. Besides, this circuit
sy:loaw feers the people,  For example, the
whwie Circuit must determipe whether a chapel
be built iv 8 given locality. The views of the
officiary are more or less influenced by the ques-
tion whether the new chapel is likely to draw
away any of the strength from the congregations
where they severally worship. Then the approv-
al of the * Chapel Commitiee” must be had. I
know instances where this circui/ influence has
put back the cause for probably a quarter of a
century, exercised in regard to the building of
chapels. In towns and cities, at least, each
minister should have his congregation, thus
throwing upon the people ia that place the re-
sponsibility of sustaining him. He should be a
pastor to them, and, as a wise master-builder,
develop the latent powers of the membership in
the work of building the spiritual Jerusalem.
Some of the more intelligent Methodists in
London are opening their eyes to this necessity,
and endeavaring to get the cirguits divided. The
younger and more vigorous men in the ministry
diseern the signs of the times, Will the con-
trolling minds in the conferepee also see it® I
devoutedly pray that they may.

Yarmouth Cirecuit.

MY DEAR Bro,—We bave just held our Mis-
sionary meetings in this Circuit, and I feel thank-
ful in being able to repcrt, that they have been
seasons of great interast. We had hoped to
have had Bro. Brettle of Barrington with us, as
he bad been appointed by the late Financial Dis-
trict meeting ; but in consequence of illness he
was prevented. Bro. Brown, my highly es-
teemed colleague, and Bro, F. W. Pickles, of N.
East Harbour, preached the Missionary sermons,
on Sabbath last, with great adceptance.

On Monday evening Jast we beld our first Mis-
sionary meeting in the Providence Church. This
new and beautiful building. which does great
eredit to our people in the town, was well filled
on the occasion. Nathan Moses, Esq., our old
and long tried friend, oceupied the chair; and
in a neat and appropriate speech introduced the
business of the meeting.

Resolutions were moved and seconded by Rev.
Messrs. Christie and Angell, the respected Pas-
tors of the Preshyterian and Baptist churehes in
this town, and also by our brethren, the Rev,
Messrs. Brown, Pickles, and DesBrisay, and T.
M. Levwis, On Wednesday evening the cause of
missions was nobly advocated, before a very
large eongregation, assembled in our church at
Milton.  Bro. Freeman Gardner, one of the
oldest and most respected members of our So-
ciety in this place, in the gbair. The meeting
was all that could be desired, both as regards the
numbers present, the speeches delivered, and the
b“h‘;‘.” llbocn'bld. On Thursday evening, we

,OUr missionary meeting at Chebogue, a fine
village about tbree miles from the town of Yar-
mouth, At this meeting Bro. Daniel Gardoer,
one of the oldest ae as well as one of the most
usefu) members of our church in this place, pre-
sided, He referred to the rise_and progress of
Methodism in Yarmouth ; spoke of its difficuities
and of it'-uiu-ph,md of the many who had
through its instrumentality been brosght to God,
some of whom had passed away to beaven. Some
of the very best speeches it bas been my privile
ege to fisten to were delivered on this occasion,
by Rev, Messrs. Whismao, Brown, DesBrisay,

*t conferened, % | Pickies, apd Bro. T, the Jatiar &
e e sdtins ksl 5wkl Yo gopiie Lonk Fono e

this Proince. .
With the people of this my new charge, I am

minister and his family comfortable.
sum has been raised for the purpose of patting
new and necessary artieles of furniture into the
house where we reside. It is the intention of the
triends at Milton, to build s new Parsonage in

for thet purpose bas been given to the Confer- |t

Fministers and their wives, Mrs. Thomas Killam. | ;0004 o0
[ presume that operations will be commenced in |A few hours
| lgvely piace of al
What is best of all, our dear people are ear-;of Tibax, of

the spring.

nestly seeking for a revival of the work of

in their own hearts and in the hearts of others ;|
and, judging from appearances, I am led to hope |
that in my next communication I shall be able to
inform you that this great blessing has been

Affectionately yours,

granted.
JonN PRINCE.

Yarmowth, Oct. 3,1863.

Hopewell Circuit.

Mz. Epitor,—You will be pleased to hear
that thinga look quite encouraging on this Cir-
cuit. Through the liberality of our friends we
have been enabled to secure the services of an
additional Preacher, an arrangement from which
we hope lasting good will result.
Our missionary meetings with but one excep-
tion, bave just been. held, and I am happy to in-
form you, that notwithstanding the extra efforts
required for the support of two Preachers, in-
stead of one, we bave already considerably over-
run the receipts of last year.

'The meeting at Hopewell Corner was of a
very interesting character. A.R.MecLellan Esq.,
M. P. P. occupied the chair, and, in a neat and

cause was justly entitled to the sympathy and
support of every Christian. The writer baving
read the report,the Rev. Dr. Pickard moved the
first resolution in & very able and interesting
manner; Rev.J. B. Johnson seconding it,in a
brief, but very suitable address. The second
resolution was moved by the Rev. Dr. Dewolf,
President of the Conference, who, in his own
pleasiug and inimitable style, edified his hearers,
winning here, as everywhere else, golden opinions
from everybody. The writer seconded the
resolution and Rev. Mr. Bleakney (Baptist)

t

A debt of some £60 remaining on the Parson-
age our friends at the “ Hill” held a Tea Meet-
ing on Tuesday last, for the purpose of liquida-
ting it. In consequence of a grand Temperance
Demonstration at Coverdale the same day, our
gathering was not as large as we had anticipated,
nevertheless we realized something over $50,
which with some donations promised will pay off
the debt.

All things considered, we bave good resson to
be hopeful. Our congregations are large, and a
good spirit of hearing is manifested. All we
want to make things truly prosperous, is the
power of the Spirit to render ¢ffectual our otner-
wise feeble efforts, RosT. WILSON.

Hopewell, Oct. 5, 1863.

Church Dedication, Sussex Vale.

A new Wesleyan Church was dedicated to
God, and for the purposes of the Christian
Ministry, at Dutch Valley, Sussex Vale Circuit,
N. B., ou Sunday, Sept. 6th. The Sermon was
preached by Rev. D. D. Currie. The Church has
neither mortgage, nor debt ; nor has it spire, nor
tower, nor any other ornament of the kind at-
tached te it. Itis a plain, commodious building,
and lovks well. The pews are not to be sold.
They are to be rented annually, about the Ist
day of May each year. The highest bidder
taking the first choice. The ahole of the pew-
rents to be appropriated for the support of the
ministry on the Circuit. This is the first Wes-
leyan Church erected im that locality. It was
commenced since the beginning of the present
year. We are indebted, mainly, to the well-
directed enterprise and ohristian liberality of
brother Davip Law, and his family, for so suita-
ble a building, in which to proclaim the glorious
gospel of the Son of God.

Nictaux Tea Meeting.

On the 23rd ult., agreeably with published
notice, our Nictaux Tea meeting came off, and
proved a decided success. The day being un-
usually fine, a large concourse of people assem-
bled from every part of the surrounding country,
The tables were supplied with everything that
could please the eye and delight the palate, pro-
vided for us by the hands of the gentler sex.
Interesting speeches were delivered by ministers
of the Baptist, Methodist, and Episcopalian
Churches, and the people, 8o far as we can judge,
went away well pleased with themselves and each
other. The amount realized was the very res-
pectable sum of $170.00, which will materially
aid, the building committee in the erestion of
their new and commodious Chureh.

R. W.

Missionary Meetings &ec.
CARLETON COUNTY N. B,

According to arr ts of Fi ial Dis-
trict meeting, respecting Missionary Meetings,
1 left home on Monday 28th September, for
Woodstock, was obliged, owing to the lewness,
of the river tot ravel by Coach, instead of steam-
boat; arrived at my destination half an hour be-
fore the time for service, congregation not large.
Missionary zeal low, speeches ordinary, collec-
tion small. The next day travelled a few miles
through a new, but beautiful country. I was ut-
terly surprised at the extent and thrifty appear-
ance of this western portion of New Bruns-
wick. It promises to become speedily a most
lovely agricultural country. Some of the orch-
arde, though young, compare faveurably with
the best I have seen in rich Cornwallis; while
the flavour of the fruit is quite equal to anything
of the kind I have tasted in that place,

During this day, visited a pic-nic got up under

what, I'enjoyed the privilege of

that place, aod 8 very veluable piece of ground lthe current of the beaatiful St John, sixty miies, that they hud, ar

ence, by a lady well known to many of our | lakes and mountains of Cape Bre

into one denomination. ) .
tbeir Conferences suggests a formal Uuion, while | pressing sense that he was not fulfi] o bindurs
the action of others merely expresses brotherly | or the effortto do it would crush him. :

Ze fant g . .
appropriate speech, showed that the mission this subject, occupying lh:eluce of a leading edi-

advocated.
contains, as do most articles on the subject in the

interests of christianity.
they wauted; they have undertaken to make
Methodism democratic, aud they have now the

pnl’lhh able to repott so h‘Dufﬁly:fTNuuwu here.” Returned the next day ’°w°°d‘! should sayin effect, I am 50 well hore 1 byt
these mestings, as they are the first Thave heldin |stock, in ' o
reception, by volunteers snd o
n“xl.ﬂ)d. the best mark«n of t
wuch pleased ; especially so, an.théy seem 0 be | who won the silver cup, at
disposed to do all in their power to make their | St. Juiin recently.
Quite a ' with his honours.
of the Methodict society to he led
things.
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away by such
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Union among the Seceding Methe-

dist Bodies

Certain overtures have lately beeh made,

faithful administration of discipline more prac-

ticable among them and us.

Our New Connexion contemporary, the Ecan-
elical W itness, bas a lengthy commuaication on

orial, in which the propdged union is strongly
We are sorry Lo see that this article

papers of our seceded brethren, unfriendly, and
we are compelled to say, invidious, references to

It seems

. to make its possessors speak kindly of all cliris-
climed Wi prayer. tian churches.
spirit of brotherly love towards all who lun.: the
Lord Jesus, and it will not suggest continual |
taunts and flings at other churches.
oecupy the position towards us, of sister denom-
inations, and they bave come under all the obli-
gations of separate churches; the obligations of
love and candour, and respect, and peace, with
regard to those who differ from them on non-es-
sential points. Theyhave come under the obli-
gation to abstain from unseemly attacks on other
bodies of christians, both for the honour and the
They have got what

The true spirit of union is a

They now

liberty to make it so to their hearts content.

One would think that our democratic brethren

would new be satisfied, and let their Wesleyan
brethren slone. The ‘Wesleyan and Episcopal
Methodist Churches, in Furope and America,
have preferred that indirect popular government
that is exemplificd in the British constitution, to
that Democratic systém which resembles the re-
publican ultrsism and eternal electionee ring that
we see in the States.  The laity of regular Metho-
dist bodies believe they have a better seeurity
than church demceracy could give them, for their
privileges ; for the due administration of diseip-
line ; for the spirituality of the Church and the
progress of the Gospel.  They know that while
their system does not destroy Lhe pastorate, it
gives tiae memberslip efficient eontrol of their
own local affairs, and of the connexional tempor-
alities, while it secures all its rights and privil-
eges ; and they feel assured that it is abundantly
better calculated to preserve peaee and discipline
in the eharch, and to promote the all-important
work of evangelization. And they are satisfled
that all needful modifications ¢an be made to
render their system still more efficient. They
have made their choice in England und allowed
the democratic party to go out and please them-
selves; and in the United Statee also, the Me-
thodist laity have just decided, by an overwhelm-
ing majority —the questicn having been submitt-
ed to their fiee vote by the General Conference
—against the system of ultra-democracy in the
Church. Now, we ask, cannot our seceding
brethren, to whom we wish all blessing, go on
their way rejoicing, and let us alone ? Can they
not talk even of Union among themselves with-
out those very elever and spirited compliments
to those who are not meddling with their affairs
at all? Surely they do not depend upon keep-
ing up a prejudice against the Wesleyans, more
than keeping up the life of their own bodies!
Surely it cannot be that another generation must
come upon the stage before the right epirit ean
prevail ! They call themselves the ¢ liberal
bodies,” and they eall us hard names, though it
is not evident how it shows a liberal way of
thinking to ride 2 hobby, to carry u principle to
extremities, to look only at one aspeet of things.
Still we do not quarrel with their titles of self-

commendation, if they will only cultivate kind

feelings to other churches —Christian Gnar-

dian.

Localized and Itinerant Ifinistry.

The Rev. Wiiliam Arnot, of St. Peter’s Free

Church, Glasgow, bas just had occasion to ex-
press his views respecting some of the disad-
vantages attendant on a localized ministry, and
the benefits which he deems to accrue from, as
well as the more scriptural character of, at least
an approximation toward the itinerant system as
adopted in the Wesleyan Methodist Connection.
The cccasion was that of a meeting of the Free
Presbytery of Glasgow, a portion of the busi-
ness of which was the disposal of a “ call”
which Mr. Arnot had received from the Free
High Church, Edinburgh.

The gentlemen present representing that

the auspices of the Sons of Temperance, and al- | Church having been heard in favor of the pro-
80 a"funeul, 80 closely are the joys and sorrows posed translation, and those on the other side |
of ut.'e nuocutod. In the evening emjoyed a|having spoken in favor of his retention in his|
very interesting Missionary Meeting, under the | former field of labor, St. Peter’s, Glasgow, Mr. |
s‘upc;nmon.olny esteemed, and sealous cousin, | Arnot proceeded to express his views in the|
S. F. Huestis. Jacksonville Cireuit has mever | matter. Coming, after some preliminary obser- | expressions with regard to those who were the
had but the one'Supcrhhndnt. and I believe | vations, to speak to the general merits of the| ike, At the same time he unconsciously lived,
the people mMy desire no other. On the | case, he said he set aside altogether the eompa- | preached, and wrote immensely under their in-
next ‘_’ly: Jjourneyed over stil more of this|rative importance of the two places. It was in! fluence, and in sympathy with them; between
charmiog country, and at even, met Bro. Tuttle | another direction altogether that his reason ley; | Lis faith and theirs there were nine points of
at one of his preaching places, called Waterville, | it was only one ; it needed to be strong, for it| agreement to one of difference ; and, except in
‘.vhgm we had an excellent meeting. Bubscrip- | alone must dominate over all the rest ; and it| that one point, he could hardly have been what
u‘"'“ large, coliestion good, speeches very inter- | was this, that it was beneficial for the Church’s| he was but for them. The cause of all the trou-
esting, you would naturally expect the latter|work, and the minister's life and bealth, that | ble was this: Toplady was a Calvinistic, Wesley
whea I tell you that Bro. Wilson of Woodstock, | when a minister had labored a long time i such | an Arminian Methodist ; his Calvinism was of
was one of the deputation. On inquiry I found (a sphere, he should once in his life have that|the fiercest and most inhuman sort : in that day
ttfn most of the pillars in our church in this re- sphere changed. Tbat was the one reason ; it | party strife ran as high in religion as in politics ;
gion came from Sheffield, and were brought to | stood alone ; the whole leaned on that. It had|and Teplady, though an able and pious man,
God through the instrumentality of our beloved | an upper and & lower aspect. It bore on the| had not sense or grace enough to let his neigh-
brother McNutt. One goed lady informed me | ministry as the Lord’s werk and the Chaurch’s | bor's opinions alone, hold his own quietly, and
that she was settled many years before a waggon | good, and on the minister personally. As toits | leave God to judge. He was a clergyman of the
could reach the neighbourhood. “ Bat did you bearing on the ministry, it was quite an axiom | establishment, settled at Broad Hembary, in
B0t see.3 Methodist preacher on harseback dur- | with him that s misister’s talent would mot be| Devon, and afterwards in London ; and died in
ing that time ?” # O yes,” said she, ** My, Mo- fally laid out if, when opportunity occurred, he | early life, before Weeley,”— Pittsburg Advocate

i

;rha* time sphere of my labor. He b ,z,lu
could be demonstrated that, in wmost o
cases, the minister would be thereby ref:
lay out folly his talents. ;

an| apostolic succession to he

r,‘:.'.a,r'v
sing to
It was not & mark of
e's days in
one place. The ) ‘
made an error ‘in excess in the frequency (f

their removals, but it was wort

beir h : N oy of the“consi.
deration of the Free Church whether they bad
not erred on the other side. He had the fear
oat if it were examined into
particularly, both in England anu Scotland, it
,would be found that many a time g
! parfially lost for want of

sphere.

fls were
such a change of
He thought that if there were more
circulation, there would be leas stagnation.

\ there was the minis-
! ter personally. In the large cities, and with con.
| gregations masy of whom were men of culture,
| the greater portion of a minister's duty was his

On the under side, again,

preaching. There was 8 certain heavy demand

| made upon him—preaching for many yvears twice

among the Seceding bodies of Methodists in Eng- | every Sabbath-day in such a sphere; and he
land, looking towards a union of those bodies | thought that either, in proeess of time, the min
The action of some of

lister would go cut and in under a joad -3 de

When he

sympathy and good-will. The idea of such 8 eaid a demand made on a minister, he did net
| union has awakened considerable interest among | mean any articulate demand made by sessiona or
them, and has been discussed in their papers|congregations. No such demand was made up

both in England and Canada. We hrtalttii_" ' on him. His dear friends never made any such
sympathize with all such endeavours after Ln‘mn. { demand, and, what was very wonderful to him
All christians cannot at present be brought into | mapy a time, they never made any complaint,
one denomination, but the number of denomina- | They had not made a demand ; they did not in-
tions might very advantageously be lessened. | tend to do it; they bad mach patience. But it
It seems to us that such a union as that referred | y o the general mute but resistless demand that
to, would have a very wholcsome influence, in| y 54 made by the spirit of the age and the habits
checking a capricious tepdency Lo form m"[ot' scciety in our day.
Church organizations ; and that it would make

Looking to the shortnesa
of buman life, and considering that they had on
ly one life to devote to the Lord's service, he
had a deep cenviction that it was a very serious
thing for a minister if, when opportunities oc-
curred, he refused to allew a change. One of
the hopes he would have, if the change now pro-
posed would be permitted, woeuld be that he
should now and then see the inside of a book.
He was at present something like one of those
ragged boys that walked past a confectioner’s
iwindov, not expecting that they should ever

the parent Wesleyan Connexion. It would bevery |, 01 the sweets within. He would not attempt
agreeable to our feelings, if they could manage to | reciprocate the kind expreseions of his friends
conduct their negociations among themselves in the congregation. Only let him say to them
without feeling it necessary to make such uncalled- | that in many things theif statements rather went
for attacks on their Weslevan hretaren. 1

1o us that a genuine spirit of Union would tend

in favor of the ehange. If he weut out of the
way there werc some men who wete younger, and
on whom there had not yet come so many public
claims, who could do the most of their work de-
cidedly better than he was able to do.

Mr. Arnot coneluded by remarking that he had
stated his judgment distinctly to the Presbytery
as an element in forming their owan., “lle was
there gladly submissive to the Presbytery—glad
that he had the Presbytery to whose judgment
to bow. The result of the proceedings was the
unanimous desision of the P’resbytery in favor of
Mr. Arnot's translation to the Free H:gh Chureb,
Edinburgh.

The Founder of Methodism as a
' Poet

We have had occasion alrealy to republish
extracts from an able series of articles in the Lu-
theran and Missionary on ‘‘ The Great Hymn
Writers.”
impartial history of the poetic minds from whom
we have nbtaim-d’t,hv hymaology of the Church.
To John \Ve-lr)\"hu assigns an eminent, but not

The writer furnishes, we think, ar

aforemost place. * If,” he says, *“ there had been
no other of the name, the founder of Methodism
might be honoured as an eminent hymnist: but
his claims in this respect are eclipsed by the glo-
He certainly had
the parts in him which make a poet: what little
he did write will bear honorable comparison with
the verses of Charles ; and of what he might have
done we can form no idea. It was want of will
and leisure, not of power, that prevented him
trom doing more. He was fully occupied through-
out his long and eventful life (1703=1791) with
important matters, which none but himself could
manage ; and be doubtless thought that one poet
in the family—and that poet his fertile and fluent
brother—was encugh for the needs of Metho-
dism in particular, and of the world at large.”
The Wesleyan hymn-book, uext to the Bible
exercised a silent but potent influence in the ear-
ly Methodist societies. It may be doubted if apy
reyision of the book has been an improvement.

ries of his younger brother.

It speaks the language of heaven—the language
of the new-born soul—the language of trium-
phant Christian joy. The writer in the Luther
“In later

an thus discusses this hymn book
years the compilations for public worship were
exclusively the work of John: especially the
¢great hymn-book’ “for the use of the people
called Methodists ;' of which ‘ the saintly Flet-
cher’ said, ‘ Opne of the greatest blessings that
God has bestowed on the Methodists next to the
Bible, is their collection of bymns;’ and which
with slight alterations and a considerable supple-
ment, is still used hy the English Wesleyans.
The Preface to this volume is one of the most
remarkable in the language. *‘As but a small
part of these hymns are of my composing, I do
not think it inconsistent with modesty to declare
that I am persuaded no such hymn-book as this
has yet been published.” Strong language, but
perfectly true. It is still one of the finest col-
lections in existence, whether we regard the
piety or poetry ; and at that time, nothing of the
kind had approached it in merit. When we re-
member that John Wesley extracted its contents
from over thirty volumes and tracts issued by
himself and brother during forty years previous,
we can estimate the degree of labour required,
and credit deserved by the enterprise.”

John Wesley and Augustus Toplady are his-
toric characters, about whom posterity will likely
form judgments differing from those entertained
by their contemporaries. The writer in the Lu-
theran will do' much towards forming this opinion
of posterity. His comparison of Wesley and
Toblady is, we think, correct, and is given in
these words: *“ The history of Augustus M. Top-
lady presents a singular spectacle of human in-
consistency. He is chiefly knewn directly or
indirectly in consequence of his connection with

the Wesleys : and that connection was one of the

most curious that biography records. He hated

their doctrines (it is no exaggeration) as he hated

Saten : he conscientiously regarded them

as heretics, blasphemers, and reprobates: al-

though a gentleman, a clergyman, and a Chris-

tian, Le allowed himself to use all manner of fou|

subjects
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