) ' THE WESLEYAN.

THE PILGRIM'S BONG.

By ez Rev. H. F. Lyrs. "
® Thera remaineth @ rest for the pople of God.” Hss. 4.
My mhhﬂnmnymtunotpm;
. Then why should.] murmur when trisls are near *—
Be hush'd' my dark spirit ! lh_-ww‘thucum
But shortens my journey sad hastens thee home.

1t io not for me to be seckihg my bliss,

And buildiag my hopes ia & region like this -
1 look for & city which hands have ot piled ,
1 paat for 8 country by sin undefiled.

The thorn and the thistle around me may grew ;
K would not lie down wpon roses below :

§ sak not my portion, I scek not & rest,

Till 1 find them for ever in Jesus's breast,

Affiictions may damp me, they cannot destroy ;
One glimpse of His love turas all into joy

And the bitterestiemrs, if He but smile oa themt
Liks dow in the susshine, grow diamound aad gem.

Let death then, and danger, my progress oppose ;
‘They only make Heaven more sweet at the closs.
Come joy, or come norTow, whate'er may betall,
An hour with my Glod will make up forsll.

A strip on my back, sad s staff in my hand,

1 march on in hasts through sn enemy’s land

The road muy be raugh, but it cannot de long ;

And I'!l smooth it with hope, and I'll cheer it with song.

OBITUARY.

DEATH OF MR. SBAMUEL WESLEY.

We are deeply pained in having to record the
death of this accomplished scholar and extravrdinary
rmusical genius. Mr. Samuel Wesley expired on
Wednesday afternopn, about 20 minutes past 4
o'clock. Although he had been for about a month an'
invalid, there were no auticipations of so speedy a
termination of his martal career until Toesday morn-
ing week, when it became evident to his immediate
triends that the long ¢outinuance of his disorder (that
of diarrhea) was more than his enfeebled frame
could withstand. FExhausted nature rapidly gave
way, and the sufferer passed from time to eternity
without a struggle. j:ias last moments were engaged
v imploring the blessing of the Almighty on his
- children, and he expired in the effurt bidding
tlem an affectionate farewell. °
Mr. Wesley was lorn on the 24th day of Feb-
raary, 1766, being the same day and month on which
Handel eame into the world. {{e was consequently
o his 72d year. When only three years old he
could play and extemporise freely on the organ,and
v-fore he was five had taught himeelf to read and
write a print haod from his unremitting study of the
v-atorio of Samson, which he committed entirely to
-+ :mory. He also lFmed by heart within a month
v.1 whole of-Hundells gvertures, and before he was

+ ht years of age hud composed and written out an
 atorio which he emtitled Ruth, and presented to
I~ Boyee, who actnowledcml the compliment in
ts following terms;+=*¢* Dr. Boyce presents his com-

i unents and thank#to his very ingenious brother-
mposcr, Mr. 8. Wesley, and is very much pleased
«~ obliged by the passession of the oratorio of Ruth,
v 1ich he shall preserve with the utmost care as the
t.ust curlous product of his musical library.” Whilat
¢t a young man, hebad become an excellent classi-
cal scholar,® a fine perfurmer ou the violin, harpsi-

B T RS R
* .His love for polite literdture was slmost, If not quite, as enthusi-

artic as his nffection for mubic. At no period of his life (30 far as the
“writer of thls note is aware] did be entirely discontinue the perusal of
Lol

e classics. Ilis feen relish for wit attached him particu-

iyv 10 the matirical writers. Juvenal ke knew almost by heart, and

312" Lucian there are fow which he coald not have
l|7 “., net caly W-'h t of mm‘m‘:ﬁt
v ''h considarable propriety jsad mestaess, but could express himsell

=:ally in that lang witll o promptitede not common eves
5*-foaeed sobolusn. Ho Wes AR LA4etigiols pedeetrias, pag (v

l“"'d.llm after & eall, “g,

ohord, and organ, and, uqueatimpbli‘,l the most §
astonishing extemporaneous player in Kurope. His §
prospects in life were unfortunately clouded by o &
dreadful accident which befel bim in tbe year 1300, |
Returning home ene evening from a visit to an jo—~ |
titnate friend, (one of the oldest members of the
Madrigal Society,) in passing along Snow-hill, he
fell into a deep excavation which had been prepared
for the foundation of 8 new building. There be lay |
insensible antil day-light disclosed his situation, and

he was couveyed home. His head had received a
most serious injury and the medical attendants wish-

ed to perform the operation of trepanning; but Wes-
ley obstinately refused his consent, and the wousd
was permitted to heal. This he ever after regretted,
for it is supposed that in conscquence of some por-
tion of the skull adhering to, or pressing upon, the
brain, those periodical states of high nervous irrita<

- {bility originated, which subsequently checked and

darkened the splendour of his career. For some
years after this accident, he remitted in a great
measure the cultivation of bis art; but, on the re-
covery of his energies applied himself to the works
of John Cramer and the practice of the piano-forte,
Subsequently, he devoted his efforts almost exclusive—-
ly to the immortal compositions of Sebastian Bach,
whose reputation he may be considered as the prin-
cipsl means of having established in this country. la
1915, when on his journey to conduct an oratorio at
Norwich, he suffered a relapse into mental despon-
dency, and for another seven years he retired from
public life, endeavouring to find relief in constant
attendance upon public, worship, and living with.
the austerity of a hermit. In 1823 he recovered,
and up to 1890 compoved many excellent pieces, and
was much engaged in public perforinances on the or-
gan. He then relapsed into his formner state, but in .
August last partially recovered his health and spirits.
It soon became evident; however, that his conatitus
tion was undergoing a great change. When at
Christ Church, Newgate-street, about three weeks
since, be rallied, gnuod a delightful day, und spoke
in the evening of Mendelasohn and his ** wonderful
mind” in terms of the strongest eulogy. On Sature
day week he played extemporaneously to a friend,
and composed some psaln tanes. On Monday heen- -
deavoured to write a long testimonial for an o(d pupil,.
but Zhich his strength ouly permitted him to sigu,
and ‘ the evening retired to his room with a presen-
timeat which the event of Wednesday has but too
accurately verified.

As a musician his celebrity is greater on the Con-
tinent than in his owu country. His compositions
are grand and inasterly ; bis melodies sweet, varied,
and nove| ; his harmony bold, imposing, unexpected,
and sublime. His resources were boundless, and if
called upon to extemporize for Balf-a-dozen times
during the evening, each fantasia was new,fresh, and
perfectly unlike the others. His execution was very
great, clozc, and neat, and frée from labour or effort,
and his touch on the piana forte delicate and chantan-
te in the highest degres. His favourite contemn—
poraries were Clementi, and Woelff; his models in
early life were Battshill and Worgan on the organ,
and subsequently Sébastiun Bach.. Of young Pinto
who was taken away in the prime of life, be
always spoke in terms of rapture, and thought him
the Mozart of this country. ‘The amateur, Mr.
Goodbehe,re,'oon of Alderman Goodbehere, he also
:':;n%mbered in l:ug:: &f_rms of admiration. Mr. Wes-

48 remarkable for great energy, firmness, n
Lleness of mind, freedom fromn e'ngv’;, penetra’lio::

his custom, during the greater part of his life, to

al , 10 read
ﬁmxﬁ:cu 1_::::& nnd:ncond.nd abounded with ;l.xh:.;:rgﬁ
itk . 1 quantity of authors, both English and foreign,
of his tenacious
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