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(From the Amerioun § Foreigw Chwistlon Union.)
' Good News from Lapland.

In preceding numbers of The American
and Forcign Christian Union we have given
notices of the history and present state of
religion in Norway, Sweden sud Finland.
In the sorthern portions of these three coun-
tries the Laplanders live—both the station-
ary and momadic tribes of them. Within a
very short time a friead in St. Petersburg,
Russia, has forwarded to us the following
statement, which we are sure will be read
witi'mach interest. It is cheering to read |
of the glorious ehange which the Gospel,
rendered effectual by the Holy Bpirit, works
in the hesrts and lives of evea the mnst de-
graded of the human race. Maey this bles-
sed work go oa till it bas thordughly perva-
ded every family of these poor peaple, the
fading remains of an ancient Asiatic emi-
gratios, which has never become thoroughly
Europeaniged.

* At lust good news sbout the spresd of
the Gospel has also been received drom the
remotest corner of Europe. Though the
inbabitants of that country are gemerally not
considered 10 be heathens, yot they are
Christians ooly by name. Their wandering
life, having vo fixed abodes, makes it im-
possible to have s regular ministry amongst
them; and though the Swedish government
have established parishes and erecied meet-
ing bouses in several districts where, at
stated times, & minister from the nearest
government preaches to them, baptizes their
children, and sdmivisters the sacrament,
yet the principal means of imparting instrac-
tion to them was kept up by sending cate-
chists amoagst them. However, extremely
little could be done in this way, the people
remained in gross ignorance sad supersti-
tion, and through their excessive intemper-
ance they are in 2 most aojeet situation, and
fast wasting away, since a Laplander is
teady to part with every thing he owns
:efely to gratify his sensual appetite for

n‘d{. :

* Under these circamstances the atten-
tion of the Biockholm Missionary Society
and the Swedish T'emperance Bociety was
drawn 0 this quarter. They seut Mission-
aries to reside amongst them, to teach them
to read, and tospread tracts. After several
years’ fruitless labour the Lord has been
pleased to crown this work with His blessing.
Official accounts have been received that a
geueral religious revival has taken place in
the two parishes of Sukkasjirew and Enon-
tekis. The Lord appears 10 have chosen
one of their own nation as the chief instru-
ment for this blessed work. John Raatamua
bad been placed by Laestadius as teacher
of the school at Lainis, which, as an expe-
riment, had been established at that village.
J. R. had had his eyes opened by the divine
light,and had become truly converted to the
Lord Jesus. His endeavours were now not
oaly directed to instruct the children at the
school in the blessed truihs of the Gospel,
but he wished to turn also the grown up
amongst his cauntrymen from darkness to
light.  His exhortations had such an effect,
that not only a great change became visible
amongst the children, but he prevailed on
all the inhabitants of the rillage to renounce
entirely the use of brandy: and they set to
work in earnest, for they broke in pieces
all brandy casks, and let the contents run
to the ground; such a proceeding had the
effect of an electrical ‘spark’upon the whole
neighbourhood. From far and near the

people came to see the foolish inhabitauts of !

Lainis, who had emptied the noble brandy
on the ground. They were resolved to re-
monstrate with the chief instigator, John R.,
and to teach him better manners. But J.R.
was too well-grounded in his Bible to be
taught apd convinced by them. His elo-
quence was such that all who came went
home with the conviction that it was bigh
time for them to leave their sinful ways and
to turn to the Lord. Pastor Laestadius
says :—In a short time it came about that
ALw the inhabitants in both parishes follow-
ed the example of Lainis, and that at pre-
sent only the clerk aod the tax-gatherer,
with one or two incorrigible drunkards, re-
main defending brandy. Even Peter Raat-

tamaa, the brother of John, who bLitherto]a loft, part ¢f the flooring of which had !

was living like a beast never getiing sober,
is now converted, and the most zealous ad-
vocate of entire abstinence, so thet he has
become a terror to his former comrades and
to all deslers in spirits, though he fights only
with spiritual weapons. It would be highly
desirable if this man could be sent through
the length and breadth of the country, be.
csuse incalculable benefit might arise from
it. ‘The great change that has happened
in both parishes cannot fully bé described
Crimes and vices have dissppeared —the
bitterest enmity amongst neighbours is ap.
peased—stolen goods have been returned—
pardon has been asked for former offences
—the poor amongst them ate supported by

voluntary subscriptions—for the school st

ZLainis ninety-five dollars have been colleet-
ed by these poor people; nay, even for the
missionary cause a great gesl has been

‘awakened, and they are not nnly desitons

of hearing information from the heathen
world, but they have commenced ‘prayer
theetings for the -Missionaries, and make
edllections for the Missionary Sociey.
Two women each came lately with a
cheess of the milk of a rein ::et, all that
they poseessed, and wished them to be sold
fo:’(ho benefit of the Soclety.

 That this extraordinary pevival is draw-
ing the attention of the government to that
part of the country uppears frem the follow-
ing official report of M. Hackzele (a Jus
tice of the Peace) to the Governor of the
Province. He writes—a most remarkahle
religious spirit has beea awakened through-
out the papulation, and though the effects
show rather too violeat & zeal to convert
everybody, and make apparent a kind of
spiritual pride or high-mindedness, unerer-
theless, it eannot be denied that upon the
whole, most excellent effects are becoming
visible. Every crime has entirely disap.
peared. This people, that was befure near-
ly coustantly drunk, has become entirely
sober. At the fairs held at Karesuando and
Wittaugi there was no brandy to be met
with, &ot one of thove present was seen
in the least touched with liquor. Whoever
kuows the irresistible appetite of a Lap-
lander for brandy, the shouting and yelliug,
the fighting, quarrelling, and defrauding
that is carried on on such occasions can-
oot but wonder at the amazing change, in
seeing them now at their fair so quiet, so
peaceable, so still, as if they were assem-
bling before the place of worship. 1Is it
likely that in all Swedea auother parish may
Lefound where aLL the inhabitants, as here
with us, have abandoned brandy altogether ?
I very much doubt it. To the fair at Wit-
tangi two shopkeepers and one bookbinder
had come, but instead of braudy the former
had flour, and spld, to their great satisfac-
tion, for &200; but the bookbinder sold
religious books for 8500. If things go oo
in this way, lawyers aud justices will have
no more employment here. In former
times there were annually about eighty-five
cases for the decision ofthecourts. At the
last court twenty-eight cases were reported,
but eighteen had already been settled Ly
compromise, and ouly ten, quite iusignifi-
cant cases, (oot criminal) came before the
judges. Not one crime or trespass of the
law has been committed in - both parishes
within the last year. ‘I'he zeal of the peo-
ple for keeping up the school at Lainis, when
they heard that the sum assigned for that
purpose was fouad insufficient, became ap-
parent by their contributing not only moaey,
but many silver ornaments, to an amount of
two pounds in weight. There is every
probility that this remarkable change is fast
spreading to the neighbouriug parishes.”

(From Eocangelical Christendom.)
SWITZERLAND.
Meeting for Christian Unfon.

Our annual meeting on the mountaia of
La Tourne took place last Weduesday, the
10th.

About 700 persous were crowded into a
large rude barn, the eutrance of which was
ornamented by an arch of verdure, sur-
mouuted by the appropriate passage, ** this
is the day which the Lord bhath made " —
‘I'he accommodation consisted of planks
resting upou stones, druidical in their sim-
plicity if not in dimension ; those who could

not find room on the ground floor occupied

begR removed, o as to enable its tenants to
hear without seeing the speakers, and to

cal Chorch of Genevi, the National Ciwurch

devans.
the Free Church, acted as president, a “ve-
teran warrior in the Chlristian field,” who
had recently been fined for the misdemean-
our of preaching the Gospel in the Canton
of Vaud, and has been summoned 10 appear
in Court again this week, for arepetition of
rlhe offence.

‘The meeting was moet deeply interested
by the account of the conversion and laet
Fmoments of a murderer, recently exccuted
at Geneva. The wretched man’s conduct
during his trial had been autrageous in the
extreme, breathing blasphemy, and wmena-
cing his judges. Baut his cell became for
him, to use his own words.cs’*n noble cell,”
where ke found peace threugh a Saviour's
blood. There was hardly a dry eye in the
room, while an eye-witness detailed thepar.
ticulars of his Iast coprersations with Ri.
shard (the name of the criminal), and de-
scribed the scene whea the latter dictated
a letter to be given to his infant child as
soon as he should be able 10 underatand it.
Remarkable features of this case were—
one, that Richard’s mother was a pious
woman, who had died many years ago,
praying with her last breath for her ounly
son, then but four years old ; another, that
the foreman of the jury who convicted him
was one of those in whose prayers and sym-
pathies the converted crimninal found the
greatest comfort, <o much so that he begged
this gentleman to accompany him to the
scaffuld and join him in mental prayer at
the last momeut.

Many prayers were offered up for child-
ren, for the aged, for the working clusses,
for an increasing epirit of love in the body
of Christ, for the work of God in Switzer-
land and throughout the world. A spirit of
happy seriousuess—a sense of the presence
of God, reigned throughout the meeting.—
We felt that we were come together not for
a temporary excitement, or a kind of reli-
gious recreation merely, but to gain some-
thing for eternity in our gouls and in those
of others, R. W. MonseLL,

Neuchatel, July 15, 1550,

Gcncrai Miscellanp.

Sciertiric Resekarcu Connucive to Tue
Comrorts or Lire.—A valgar spirit has often
sneered at the solitary student poring over dead
languages, experimenting upon herbs or earth,
rambling over rocks, or, in the laboratory or
workshop, pursuing some curious investigations
of mechanisia. or chemieal science. To sucha
epirit what an idle man was Galvani playing with
a dead frog! What a great baby Franklin, with
his kite, catching and bottling up the lightning !
Watt, with his tea-ketile, watching the steam as
it made the lid to rattle and poured forth from the
spout! In the eyes of vulgar and mere money-
getling men, how muzh better it these experi-
wentalists had been usefully employed, Galva.
ni with his patients, Franklin with his printing
press, Watt in his workshop! Bui who can tell
the practical results—results such as the money-
maker loves—to which the discoverics of these
men lhave led? To the successful experiments
of Watt we muset trace the origin of the steam-
engine, that mighty slave of man, lending its Ti.
tanic power to manufactures and locomotion—
power so tremendous that to it the work of a hug-
dred horses is but play ; so docile and easily gui-
ded that by it the most delicate operations of the
spianing-wheel and the loom can be conducted
under the superintendence ofa child ; so indomi-
table that it can plough the waves of, the Atlan.
tic in a wintry gale; so swift that on land dis.
tance is all but annibilated, and we perform with
ease, in & few hours, journeys which our fathers
would have required days, if not weeks to ac-
comphsh. Truly steamn may be regurded as one
of the chief agenta of social progress and modern
civiisation.  The purposes to which the electric
fluid can be applied by means of the galvanic
battery are still but partially known. To refer
to but one, the most remarkable application of
science in the present day, by which that duid is
made man’s meesenger—tihe electric telegraph,
{by which man's words can outstrip the winds,
can specd with the rapidity ot hightming, and can

catch the nclody af each hymn as it ascen . |
A\
ed heavenwards. The speakers belonged | can be made to array the
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words, 80 appalling to idlers —t No admivsion ¢
cept on business here.' ’

How 70 Fixo Tixx.—a professional gentls.
man, of rare attainments, and one w, R
the laborious duties of his calling, o gregt gu.
riety of learning, much scientifie research, sad
many elegant accomplishments, was uto"i,.
young lady how he found time for ai] b did: i
replied, ¢ There is one rule whieh | baveVound
of great use, and therefore recommend it jo you;
and thatis, always do small things, such ag writ,
ing a letter, copying out some short piece, mak.
ing a sketeh, reading a review, &e , in small por-
tions of Lime, and to reserve a whole day of lei-
sure for some long and important afair.— Never
use up a rainy morning in doing a variéty of ht
Ue jobs, and think because you dispateh o gremt
many, that you have well bestowed your time;
leave small affuirs for odd balf hours, nes your
uninterrupted morning for sumething that eane
not be done in ball-hours. Yo hays semetimes
wondered at my having time to corraspond with

80 many absent friends, but all i’ letters of -

friendship are written in odd miautes, while
am whiting for people who are met as puwereal

to theirappointmenisas [ am."—Yomng Perple’s
Mirror.

Hrroic PxrexvERANCE.—AD accident whish
happened to two hundred of my origins! dnaw-
ings, says Audubon, nearly put a stop to my s-
searches in ornithology. 1 shall relate it, mese-
ly to show how far enthosiasm—for by no other
name can | cpll the persevering zesl with which
1 laboured—may enable the observer of nature w
surmount the moat disheartening obstacles. | left
the village of Henderson, in Kentucky, sitaated
on the banks of the Ohio, where | resided for
scveral years, to proceed to Philadelphia on bas
iness. | looked to all iny drawings before my
departure, placed them carefully in a wooden bes,
and gave them in charge toa relative, within
junctions to see that no accident should happes
to them. My absence was for several months;
and when | returned, after haviag enjoyed the
plcasures of hiome for a few days, | inqyired of-
ter my box, and what | was pleased to callmy
treasure. The box was produced, and opesed;
but reader fuel for me—a pair of Norway rats hd
takea possession of the whole, and had reased 8
young family among the gnawed bits of paper,
which, but a month hefore, represented mlﬂy [}
thousand inhabitants of the air! The burning
heat which instantly rushed through my brass
was too great to be endured, withoutaffecting the
whole of my nervous system. { slept not for ses-
eral nights, and the days passed like days of ob-
livion—until the animal powers being recalled
into action, through the streagth of my const
tution, ] took up my gun, my note-book, _‘“ ""
pencil,and went forth to the wood as gaily “b'(
nothing had bappened. | felt pleased that I mig
now make better drawings thaa before. And "'l
a period not exceeding three years had elapeed,
had my port-foho filled agamn.
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ChaexuistRy or 1ot Stams.—This ull':
caption forms the subject of an article in "
British Quarterly. The design of it 18 10 she
that the torms o;lnfe existing ‘in this world lll!'
not repeated in the other planets and h""nuy.
bodies. The article s testined to be read W ‘
unusual interest. The data from which ttb:;:‘
sons, are the zuricty in \\'engh!,lu;‘ﬂﬁ“al?
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grandeur of Utnipotence are not ohscured
vastly 1llustrated by this general fact of dive
.d.v'ernly thet is already scen to surpas
wevious thouzht and all posaible conce

Yet there may be as wide a range of vital

chemical diversity, and the reasons of an
urged in behalf of the hypothgml that the
are \nhabited, are in mo way invalidated b
discovery that they are not—or that oy
tem are not—adapted to the sustentation #

jwing beings as dwell on the surtace o
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Obituary Notice.

For the Wl
Ma. Epitor,—The Wesleyan Chu
this Circuit has lurely sustaived a
Ines in the demise of one, who, had he
sared, must soon have ranked amo
brightest ornaments. ‘I'he remains o
deceased Lrother were deposited in a
grave, a week ago from yesterday, a
funeral was aitended by a lurge num
our church members. ‘I’he mournful
was improved last evening in the pre
of a large aud attentive congregation,
at the close of the sermon, [ read
lowing paper, which, if it accords wit
judgment, you can place it in your
useful aud increasingly interesiing.
and; by so doing you will oblige m
our fricuds in this commauity.
You:s affectionately,
F. Suarrw(
Charlotte Tuwn, P. E. 1., Aug. 13, 1850

Hlenry Bravy Jonnson, whaose r
from among us we deeply deplore, w
at Bassinzham, near Lincoln, Engla
the year 1325 his friends were in hig
spectabie circumstances, and his fat
a properly authorized Surgeon, pr
o an extensive scale the duties of h
fession 1 that place and neighbourhd
ul he retired from business about
ginning of the present year.

Henry bad three brothers all
than limsetf, and five sisters soice o
were his seniors. As his parents we
bers of the Wesleyan Church, and 1
od the oftice of Class Leader in e
Luuth, 10 which place they removeq
vear 1=20 they songht both by exa
counsel to impress their son with th
sity of relizion in general,and especi
its desirableness in him in particuld
he wasyct voung.  But no indicatio
mward operstions of the Spirit wer
W fus case, more than are g
loutid yu the children of godly pare
tlhe bad attained his 14th year.
thi« ime, 1w company with some otl
bers of the tamily, he was visiting
household@n the neighbourhood o
ther’s resulence,  Here, while thd
of the haiutation was conducting
nary domestic worship, Henry sa
hid never seen before the depravit
heart,and the necessity of its being
trom us pollution by the blaad of
Atthis early aze he souglit the L
adixity of purpose which was re
for s years; and on one occaste
‘Bluged i private prayer, he was|
0 believe with his heart unto 1
hess, and was immediately favou
e comforts of 1he Holy Gliost,

Soon after tins hie Lezan to me
father's Cluss, and up to the un|
feaving honre, he contiauc] 1o sh
“utward consistency the genurne

e change winen hid passed g

As hie Lad been desizued for 1
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