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all the feeling that Calviniem em-
bodied.”

“Then,” he exclaimed, " your
father teught you that outeide of
the Presbyterian Church there wone
no salvation. Moreover, he fully
agreed with Calvin when he enid,
‘Man fsll bescause the Providence
of God ordsined it 80’ New the
Oatholic Church also maintains that
outeide of her there is no salvation
and she also holds to total depravity
and foreordination. Since, then,
both szcés agree, how have you
bettered your condition ?"

“ BExcuse me,” I replied, " if I flatly
contradict you, bud the Catholic |
Church never taught the tofal
depravity of the humen race. BShe
has ever taught that by his fall man

did pot lose his free will or his
reason. To atiribute such a sin fo
God is blasphemy. But I am more
interested in repeating to you the
details of my conversion, rather than |
refuting the slanders which have
been imputed to the Catholic Church
These have been fully answered in |
many books which you can pick up |
anywhere."

“ About five years after we grad.
uated from school we parted ; you
went to Europe on a pleasure trip.
I sterted in business in northern
New York. Fallure of my business |
projects led me to once again |
embrace the meditative days of a
gtudent. 1 entéred one of our lead- |
ing New England collsgee, where I{
beoame introduced to the subtlety of
Transcendentaliem. It was my flret |
introduction to philescphky
endeavored to feed myself with the |
ideas of naturalism. Idevoured the ‘
words of our professor; spoke |
sarcastically about God and, in fact, |

about everything that savored of |
religion. Yet, despite my attempts, |
I could not satisfy mysell, Every-
thing about me pointed to the
undeniable fact that there must be
a God, the creator and sugtaining
power of the world about wus,
I often ssked myself if there renlly
was a Ged. Of the Catholic Church
I then knew nothing, except that I
had often heard her called “ The |
Romish Church,’ the ‘Scarlet Woman,

and such like attractive namees,
Theee epithets I readily swallowed |
ag being true, never questioning |
their . trutbfulnese. Yet, it never
once occurred to me that ehe might
be the Church. So I remained float.
ing nbout in the religious sea, trying

to guide mysell through the enchant-
ing waters of naturalism. I lived |
amid men who sought God by the |
dim light of nsature, trying to figure
oul for themaelves the real truth
about God; finite minds trying to
fathom the deep receeses of &he |
infinite. Then I lost my mother, & |
kind, seligious, and genercus scul.
This eflliction struck me to the heart
and I stood on the brink of the|
abyss that cries ocut there ig no Ged.
Three years of sorrow and die-
sipation followed that melancholy
event, and then came a blessing—
the best blessing I Lad eo far|
received.

“ A wife ?" interrogated my friend,
a8 I paused in my conversation to |
light another cigar. “ No doubf she
was & Catholic aud by her affection
for you cauted you o embrace Cath-
oliciem, Huh!” he exclaimed, " it
is the sama old L,‘.{-r_\" :

“ No,” on the trary, * Roman.

the o 'Jg that ehe was
to ; for W8S |
Ang'i Jaarch.”
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T nie to her
attempts she placed |
in my hends the '‘Book of C pon |
Prayer.' amined i§ very closely.
Much , to surprise, I diecove red |
the want of conformity tu thr own |
rules by many of the clergy, and the
futility of reaching them by dis-
cipline, the first requisite in a well.
ordered household. Then, too,
found out tbat the body of the
book contradicted the ' Thirty nine |
Articles’ ; the one acknowledged
priest, altar and sacrifice, the other
denied all three. |

“ Did you make known the results
of your inveetigation to Mre. Mo
Gregor! or did you allow her #o
remain in ignorance ?’ he ques-
tioned.

“ At firgd I dreaded to do so lest
it should shake her religious beliefs ;
and, moreover, I had nothing o offer |
her as & remaedy.,. Soon she uliu‘
became dissaticfled with the dis- |
unity of her Church and one day|
she asked me to begin with her ﬁn’
an investigation of the claims of |
tha Oatholice. To this I readily|
asgented. But her Anglican pastor |
heard of the idea and by his persua. |
gion finally had her sgree to give
up the enterprise. Such an action
made me furions, because it bespoke |
of narrowmiodedness, but which I|
now know was self- pream.mxrn|
Despite entrenties to the con. |
trary, I determined to carry ouf cur |
resolve alone. I procured &he ‘Failh
of Qur Fathere, ‘Christian Denomin-
ations,, and other books within
reach of me and began my datailed
gearch. 1 entered upon the enter
priee ag & lawyer, congulting author.
ities on both sides, weighing the
arguments pro and con and examin-
ing witnesses on both sides. But,
perhape, this line of conversation is
proving uninteresting to you. I will
change the subject to business
mattere.

“ Oh, no; coptinue,” he replied,
eagerly, " you ‘can't imagine how
interested I am. It sounds like a

nof the trus (
exclusive. Of
aktempted fto
religion. In ber

my

her

! it

end I|*

| does not the Bible say, '

| bling

| sball not trouble you with any

| I, We kept

me

| nees.

| side of it.

{ and dieappointments of our

tale of the ‘Arabian Nights'"” Tell
me, he went on to eay, " the results
of your rigid examination of the

doouments and other evidence.”

" Well, I concluded that the Bible
is the Word of God ; and it asserts
that Christ founded one true
Church, estapliehed apostles and
teachers and gave fo that
one ftrue Church the power fo
‘teach all natione, bapiizicg them in
the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost' And such power was
to be perpetual, for He"also eaid,
‘I am with you all deys even to
the consummation of the werld,' and
egain, ‘Thou art Pefer and upon
this rock I shall build My Church
and the gates of Hell shall not pre-
vall agalinet it Admitéing the his.
torical truth of the Gospels, we ars
confronted with those facte. Hence,
I concluded that there was ons frue

| Church establiched by the Apoetles

and the church that could trace ite
hietory in an uanbroken line bask

| to the Apoetles wae the true Church,

Moreover, this one frue Church was
to be universal. I then went kack

to the Early Fathers and pleinly paw |
that they taught the authority of the |
| Church and the

necessity of the
began to look for
light. History and reason praved
that the Catholiec OChurch was the
only Church that went back to the
Apostles in one unbroken line of
succession.”

sagraments. [

' Judging from your conclusions, |

gsems that you are right,” he
interrupted. ‘' But.go on,” he urged,
I did not mean to interrupt you.”

" Well, while looking for light and
wandering in doubtful watsrs, my

first and only child was taken from |
| me.

My wife was hovering between
life and death. She called for her
minister., He came and said only
o few worde of eynfpathy. Than my
wife cried out, Reverend Mr, Fraser,
If anyone
is sick among you, let bim call in
the pries? of the Church, and let
them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of thé Lord ;
and the prayer of faith shall save
the sick man, and tha Lord shall
raige him up.’ ‘Ob,'he replied, ‘that
was for the early ages of the Church,
and passed away with them. ‘Baut

| why is it that we also do not need
| it a8 well ag those of the early sges ?'
| she

asked him,
regponded, ‘we

‘The truth
don't ‘Well,

ie,’ he |
I do,

| she said.

“ I was standing near hex pedside, |
when she made that last remamrk. I
knelt beside her and took her trem
hand into wine. ‘You surll
have it,’ I told her.

" 'Yes, she told me, ‘I wam;
it; I want absclution) the sescra- |
ment#, the anointing of the sick and |
all of that' Leaving her with the |
nurge I weni $0 a nearby ractory |
and procured a Catholic priest. I
fur-
ther detaile. Suffice it to say m'\&‘
my wife recovered, became # Catho
lic and I wes prepared for baptism.”

I paused in my story ; lrn*"und‘
that my friend vgps affected by the |
remembrances of the past. So was
silence, a long,
for geveral minutes.
broke it. He gave me his hand
cordiglly, snying, " Ray, you have
done mie gome good today. But, tell

fruthfully, have you ever re-

:d your step ?"

‘ Never,'

Ray,

silence, Then

he

gr
I replied with great firm-
“ And no ank—for this
name I ealled him deri
gchool days 1 goivg
one r of you. Will
mise me nd is ?”

asked,

was the
our
ask
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" What is it ?” he

‘' Nothing elss than that 3

) to look enrnestly

tha Catholic Church ;

b x\.nl' her doctrined

amice her # ;'Lmnu and then

wiite me the results.”

“ I will,” he said.

He had reached his destination.

We then parted

Several months later he sent me

a letéer ; and it read thus :

" My Dear Ray :

‘ Today I became & Catholic. Laus
Deo. 1 can't see why it is that
anyone who without any biag ex
amines her claim #o be the one, true

| Church can knowingly remsain out:
May God pardon me for |

my past infidslity.
“ Your affectionate friand,
" FrRANOIS (HANK) O'NEIL,"”

THE ASSUMPTION

e A

The feast of Our Lady's Assump-
tion, standing out as it does midway
ih the month of August, is the pivos,
a8 it were, upon which we are bidden
by the Church to make these thirty
days revelve. If we spend this
month with Our Lady in a prayerful

| ‘astitude of mind, we mey be sure not

only of making notable advancement
in spiritual living, but also of great
coneolation in the inevitable sorrows
daily
lives. For the Mother of Sorrows
on her enfrance to heaven on
Assumption Day leaves behind her,
like a worn garment, the sorrows
which even she, the beloved daughter
of the Heavenly Father, was not
gpared.

Simeon bhad foretold” on the day
Mary carried her Divine Child to the
Temple that a sword of sorrow would
pierce her heart and search it
through and through. And we know
bow every joy she experienced when
looking upon her “ Boy" who wae
algo her Redeemer, was offeet by
sorrows whose greatness we ocan
never fathom. On Calvary she
drained the bitter cup to the very
drege, and we oan realize that the
years that followed Our Lord's ascen-
pion must have been for her one

deep |
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unbroken period of the most exquigite
pain and loneliners.

Now, on Assumption
separation s over. She is going to
His home a8 He bkad come to hers.
| He come in the earthly habiliments
| of flesh to her home. She goes to
Hig with the body that had been His
temple. On earth they were never
separated. In heaven He would
have her near a8 hand as He had
| known her on earth. So, whilet the
| Apostles laid ber body away in the
| tom®, they little dreamed how short
a fime it would remain there. When,
‘ a8 teadition tells us, they opened the

grave, they found bher body gone to
heaver, where, united with her
immaculate soul, it will forsver stand
nearer to the throne cf the Triune
God than that of any other created
being.

The

Day, the

Assumption teachee many

without murmuring, we may look
forward to a day when our bodies
will leave the grave to be transported
to the heavenly mansions. The evils
we suifer now are bub the stepping
stones which lift us higher and
higher to our true home. Hence,
there i8 no room for worry or repin-
ing in the Chrigtian heart or in
Christian soclety, since ore day tha

to receive us on our assumption into
the Kingdom of Light, where there is
no darkness or eorrow or parting.
Like Mwary, however, we must await
the blessed day of consum
humble submission to the Heavenly
Father's will, which ymakes every-
thing conepire
who, lov!

ng Him,

alien land.—Rosary Mesgazine.
THE MONROE

DOCTRINE

cavitetifgeins

The Monroe-Dgoetrine has come in |

| for a good deal of publicity since Me.
Wileon decided that the Unitsed
States should enter the League of
Nations and the Sanate decided that
1t should not. The people so far have
dgcided nothing in the matter. But
‘t.--':, have hLeard a great deal from
partiean lips of the meaning of the
Monroe Doctsine. "m\t that Doc-
trine really contains is a declaration
to the Powers of Euar¢ to keap
| hands off thkis hemiephers and the
" Governments who have declared
| thelr independence, and mainsained
t, and whose independence we have
yreat coosideration and on just
ciples acknowledged \ ould
view any interpos §
) o oppreesing t
! in any cther
by any I
ARy othe

ne
l’“

n
pr
nsm or co
manner their
laropean poawer,
light than 8
rﬁ?Hi.‘-ﬁkL.A icn of an unfriendly
ltlo‘.“ towards A#he United
Megeo of President
Mony to Congrese. Decembsr 2

]‘\"__"’,

I'be whole content of #the Monros

Doctrine implies the capability of the
{ emaller republics of ti.e West ta work
| out their own destiny if unhampered
| by intsrference. It further implies
‘ an obligation on the parh of the Great
| Republic of the West to protect them
| from the KEuropsan nations that

might cast covetous eyes on their
| great natural resources. I¢ is surely
| & bill of rights to the smaller nations
| and a bill of obligatious to the Big
Nation to secure these rights, Ththe
Big Nation is negligent in the matter
it 18 betraying o sacred, self assumed
trust. If the Big Nation becomes a
bully instead of a Big Brother the
Monroe Doctrine becomes a farce
instead of a fsch, and a criminal
farce to0, stained with the blood of
the helpless and the wesk.

The repors of the Fall Commiftee
only too clearly ehows that American
brotherhood meant injustice for the
Republic of Mexico. Righsshinking
Americans must facs facts and

;]

the

since Huerta wes

neglech under thae
tion of Americn are faocts that lend
lissle comfort to Americnns who still
balieve that their Government stands
for the protecticn of the wesk and
the suffering who sre stroggling to
lead their own lives south of the Ri

Grande. The Mexican muddle i
more then a party corime. If is a
national disgrace.

allowed to die in
so-called protec

Now comes the cry
Haitl, After flve years of American
ocoupation, Herbert Seligmann de.
clerss in the Nation that 3 000 inno
cent men and women have beren sent
to their deaths by Amarican bullets.
“Black men and women have been
put %o tortures to make them give
information ; theft, arson and murder
have been committed almoet with
impunity upon the . persons and
property of Haitians by white men
weaving the uniform of the United
Statee.” The press has been silent
or untruthful on Haiti as it wae
pilent or untruthful on Mexico.

ol oubrrged

leseons, but the oue of greatest value |
af the present fime is this—that,
bending ourselves to the Divioe Will |

“When

bheavenly portals will ke $hrown open |

mation in |

for the good of thoee |
§rust Him implie- |
| itly in all that befalle them in this |

facts that have to be feced in \1' xico |
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And Government | hemisphere from foreign aggression.
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