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LETTERS OK RECOMMENDATION 
Apostolic Delegation.

Ottawa. June 13th, 1906.
Mr. Thomas Coffey :

My Dear Sir,-Since coming to Canada 1 have 
Been s reader of your paper. 1 have noted 
with satisfaction that It isdlrected with lnteili 
senoe and ability, and. above all. that it Is lm- 
heed with a strong Catholic spirit. It stirenn- 
msly [defends Catholic principles and right»-, 
and stands (Irmly by the teachings and author 
tly of the Church, at the same time promoting 
the best) interests of theooantry. Following 
Iheee lines it has done a great deal of good for 
I he welfare of religion and country, and it 
will do more and more, as lie wholesome 
Influence reaches more Catholic hunes. I 
therefore, earnestly recommend It to Catho­
lic families. With my blessing on your work, 
uid best, wishes for its continued tiouoesB, 

Yours very sincerely In Chris.
Donatub. Archbishop of Ephesus, 

Apostolic Delegate.

Univkhhity or Ottawa 
Ottawa. Canada. March 7th. 1900.

Mr. Thomas Coffty :
Dear tilr t For some time past 1 have read 

your estimable paper, Tiik Catholic Recoup, 
and congratulate yon npon the manner In 
Which it Is published. Its matter and form 
are both good i and * truly Catholic spirit 
pervades the whole. Therefore, with pleas- 
ere, 1 can recommend it to the faithful. 
Blessing yon and wishing you success believe 
ne to remain, _ „

Yours faithfully In Jesus Christ 
t D Falconio. Arch, of Larissa,

A cost. Deleg.

London, Satukday, April 11, 1008 

HOLY WEEK.
With tomorrow we begin the greater 

week, the week of Dolours, around 
whose days and hours turns the history 
of mankind. First was the momentary 
joy and the shout at the city gate— the 
loyal Hosannas of the Hebrew youth — 
soon to be followed by another and dif 
ferent cry, the cry for blood, for the 
Blood of the Lamb whose crimson tide 
would sweep away to the sea of mercy 
the sins of the world. Solemn Mass 
and holy cilice follow in due order as 
the days pass steadily on till Wednes 
day evening when what is known aa the j 
Tenebrae begins. It is In many res 
pects different from the other i.111 see of 
the year. It is didactic, for the Cbnrcb 
never in her liturgy forgets her teach­
ing mission. All is s?d and mournful, 
as though sorrow weighed down our 
Mother and She wished us to grieve 
with Her at tho sad memories She is 
about to celebrate. The name of Tene­
brae has been given to the Matins and 
Lauda of tha last throe days of Holy 
Week because tho Office used formerly 
to be celebrated during the night. An 
impressive ceremony tends to perpetu­
ate the name which signifies darkness 
or obscurity. It is the triangular can­
dlestick holding fifteen candles, which 
are extinguished one by one at tho end 
of each psalm. Daring the singing of 
the canticle of the 41 Benodictus ” the 
six candles upon the altar are exting­
uished. One candle alone is left lighted, 
that at the apex of the triangle. As 
soon as the 44 Beusdictus ” is finished 
this lighted candle is hid behind the 
altar, and brought out to its place when 
the prayer is finished. It is thereupon 
extinguished. It is not a hard task to 
learn the lesson herein contained. By 
His Passion the glory of tho Son of God 
was obscured ; He, the L'ghb of tho 
world, becomes a man of sorrow, an ob 
jeot of shame to His own disciples who 
shun Him and run away from Him. 
This abandonment is expressed by the 
candles being extinguished one after 
another. But Jesus, our Light, 
though despised and hidden is not ex­
tinguished. Tho light is concealed as 
a figure of our Lord in the grave. The 
ciLfused noise in the House of God re 
presents the convulsions of nature 
when our Saviour expired on Calvary. 
Tho candle reappears, the noise is 
hushed, and homage paid to the risen 
Son of Justice and Cot querorof Death.

The following morning, Holy Thurs 
day, witnesses in a most solemn manner 
the com memoration of the Last Supper 
and the preparation for the Mass of the 
Pre-sanctified on Good Friday. And 
although the Feast of Corpus Christ! is 
the day ft r honoring specially t he mya 
tcry of the Holy Eucharist—still the 
Church ci lei rates the anniversary of its 
institution with particular recollection 
and all possible splendor. To offer the 
faithful an expression of the greatness 
and unity of this solemn Supper which 
our Saviour gave to His disciples the 
Church allows but one sacrifice to be 
celebrated in each church at which the 
other priests autant and receive holy 
Communion from the celebrant. All 
bespeaks joy : tho vestments are white, 
the decorations as profuse as possible ; 
tho bells ring forth a peal of gladness 
throughout tho Gloria in Kxoelsis. 
Then of a sudden silence reigns and a 
leoling of mournful cess prevails. No 
bell is heard till Holy Saturday. The 
Church deprives us of this melody to 
show us that this world lost all its joy

and harmony when onr Saviour was 
crucified. It is Also a figure of the 
Apostles, who were the heralds of our 
Lord, and who fled from Him leaving 
Him a prey to Ills enemies. The Mass 
proceeds in silence—save when the 
solemn chant breaks forth. No bell 
announces the consécration. N > Mies 
of peace is given, oat of detestation for 
the profsna ion of that sign of friend­
ship by Judas. Two large hosts have 
been consecrated by the celebrant. 
One of these he consumes, the other he 
reserves in a chalice. To morrow will 
be Good Friday. So deep la the im­
pression which this, the saddest day of 
the year, makes npon the Ohnrch that 
■he does not celebrate theHoly Sacrifice. 
Her renewal of the death of Her Divine 
.Spouse will be to contemplate the terri 
ble scene, to adore the cross, and to 
participate of the Host consecrated at 
the; Mass of Holy Thursday. Whilst 
the Church suspends the sacrifice She 
finds a means of multiplying the homages 
and prayers to the World's victim. In 
every church there is prepared in a 
side-chape! a rii'h repository where 
after Mass the Body of our Lord is 
placed. Around this anticipated tomb 
will be united ecclesiastical and lay 
servants pouring forth the praise and 
adoration of loving hearts with all the 
greater fervor by nason of tho ap 
proaching anniversary of the Divine 
Prisoner's death. What a day this is 1 
How full of Jesus* love I 11 It is meet 
and just," says the old gothic missal, 
“ that we should give thanks to thee, 
O II >ly Lord, Almighty Father and to 
Jesus Christ thy Son. We have been 
fostered by His humanity, exalted by 
His humility, set free by His betrayal, 
redeemed by His punishment, saved by 
His cross, cleansed by His Blood, fed 
ny His Flesh. He on this day delivered 
Himself for us ; and loosened the bonds 
of our sin.”

Time moves along : day succeeds 
night with uninterrnpted regularity. 
So rose the sun over Jerusalem at its 
appointed moment on that fearful Good 
Friday morning. So it rises over the 
new Jerusalem, the Church, her eyes 
filled with but one object, her ears 
ringing with the sounds of the rabble 
and the patient silence of jour Saviour, 
her heart filled with sorrow and love. 
The service opms with a lesson from 
the prophet Oaoe ,which tells us of the 
merciful designs of God in favor of his 
new people, the gentiles. It is differ­
ent with Ephraim aud Juda. 41 Your 
mercy is as a morning cloud, and a* the 
dew that gueth away in the morning. 
For this reason have I hewed them by 
tho prophets, I have slain them by the 
words of my mouth, and thy judgments 
shall go forth as the light. For I de­
sired mercy and not sacrifice ; and the 
kcowltdge of God more than holo 
cansts.” Oiher prophecies follow, 
then comes tho Passion according to 
St. John, the last of the Evangelists. 
The other accounts had been given in 
the Mass of Palm Sunday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. After this the Church, in 
order to imitate the example set her 
by her divine Spouse, prays earnestly 
or all mankind. St. Paul tells us that 

when Josus was dying on the Cross He 
offered up to His Eternal Father for 
the world 41 prayers and supplications 
with a strong cry and tears.” There 
fore tho Church from the earliest ages 
prays for the necessities of all—exclud­
ing none, not even the Je*s. Im­
mediately after tho prayers follows the 
adoration of the Cross. First the 
Cross is unveiled—and afterwards pre- 
sen ted for adoration. The priest and 
< ilicers of the Mass take off their shoes 
out of reverence, and making throe 
genuflexions, bend down to kiss the 
crucifix. During the ceremony solemn 
chant goes on, consisting of re 
proaches made by our Saviour
to the Jews. Each of the fir-it 
three etai zas of this plaintive hymn 
i« followed by the Trlsagion or Prayer 
to the thrice Holy God, Who an Man, 
suffers death for us. O Holy God, O 
Holy and Strong, O Holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us 1 Towards the end of 
the adoration of the Cross the candles 
aie lighted about the repository and 
things made ready lor tho Mass of the 
Pre-sanotifled. The Blessed Sacrament 
Is carried in solemn procession from the 
side chapel to the main altar where it 
is reverently deposited upon the cor 
poral. In the early discipline of the 
Church the laity used to communicate: 
now only the officiating priest. Before 
Communion the Sacred Host is raised 
aloft tor adoration. Then the ceremony 
terminates with the Communion of the 
p:iest: after which the altar is again 
stripped. No day presents to the 
Church and her faithful children such 
memories as Good Friday. It is not a 
holiday : much less is it a day of re­
laxation and pleasure. It is a day of 
sorrow when our divine Bonefaotor per­
formed His greatest act of love for us, 
and bestowed upon us Ills richest 
blessing by removing our guilt and by 
being our reconciliation. To follow 
Him In llis Passion, to kiss His wound?, 
to listen to His dying words, to think 
of our part in that dread tragedy, to

bewail onr sins and onr ingratitude, 
here la how every Christian should 
spend Good Friday.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENT.
We have received the following 

questions with request for light ; ( 1 ) 
Why do Catholics have Mass In the 
forenoon and not in he afternoon as 
well ? (2> Why do Catholics always 
have their funerals In the morning ? 
and (3) Was not the Last Sapper an 
evening meal ?

There are several reasons for plae- 
log Maes In the morning. The abso­
lute fast which la required from mid­
night is the chief reason. When St. 
Paul wrote to the Corlnthlana in re 
fereoce to the Holy Eucharist, after 
giving some instruction, he said : 
“The rest I will set in order when I 
come.” Sb. Aognetlne maintained 
that the Apostle Is here speaking of 
the law of fast before receiving holy 
Communion which was observed in the 
great Doctor's time throoghout the 
whole world. At the time of Tertul- 
Mac, who lived towards t,he close of the 
second century, holy Communion was 
taken before any other food. Tnis law 
of fasting clearly dites back to apos­
tolic times, and is found* d upon the 
reverence duo to the Sacred Body and 
Blood received under the species of 
bread. Since the fast is of very strict 
obligation it would be impossible for 
priests to perform other duties and re­
main fasting until the afternoon. The 
same difficulty would be an obstacle to 
the faithful going to holy Communion. 
Very few could attend to their house­
hold duties the whole morning without 
any nourishment whatever. There is 
another reason for Mass being in the 
forenoon. The morning is the first 
fruits of the day ; and it is good 44 to 
show forth God's mercy in the morn­
ing.” Again says the Psalmist : “In 
the morning I will stand before thee, 
and will see, because thou art not a 
God that wiliest iniquity.”

In answer to the second question our 
correspondent will be good enough to 
bear in mind that the Catholic funeral 
service is intimately connected with 
Mass for the Dead. Under normal con 
ditions the burial service consists of 
prayers from the Ritual, then Mass, and 
afterwards other prayers concluded 
with the blessing of tho grava. Tue 
time for funerals, therefore, fallows the 
time for Mass. During plagues and 
other epidemics this custom cannot be 
observed. Bat under ordinary circum­
stances good Catholics wish to have the 
holy Sacrifice at the funeral, and to be 
carried to the grave with the Blooi 
upon their foreheads which speaks 
stronger than that of Abal, and the 
prayer of Him Who In the days of His 
flesh was heard for His reverence. And 
because Mass is the sacrifice and “odor 
of sweetness," it is the spiritual boa 
quet, the flowers, to be placed upon the 
tomb. For this reason the Church will 
not allow flowers inside—nor does Oar 
Mother care for them outside. Ja is 
prayer the dead want—not the fading 
flowers of earth more redolent of pag­
anism than of that Christian immortality 
and that peaceful sleep which awaits In 
hope the resurrection.

The third question we presume im 
plies that we should imicate the Last 
Supper, since it was the establishment 
of the Mass, by having it iu the even­
ing. Our correspondent must remember 
that our day does not begin at the same 
boar as the Hebrew day. The latter 
began In tho evening, so that really 
the Last Supper was celebrated in the 
early hours of tho day. However our 
Blessed Lord was perfectly free to 
choose what hour He wished for the 
establishment of His holy Saciifiie. 
But as the Mass was to take tho place 
of the feast of the Paschal Lamb, He 
naturally selected that day and that 
part of the day. The change to the 
morning was made most likely by the 
apostles themselves, and is sfcoilar in 
character to the change from the Jew 
i»h Sabbath to the first day of the 
week.

MIXED MARRIAGES.

An “Inquirer” wishes to know 
whether a Catholic and Protestant can 
be married 44 after the new decree 
comes into force at Easter even if the 
ceremony be performed before the 
parish priest and in the presence of 
two witnesses, or will it then be neces­
sary that the Protestant party must 
become a Catholic before the 
marriage.” Most assuredly a Cath­
olic and a Protestant can, ful­
filling all the requisite conditions, be 
married validly and licitly after the 
Decree jast as well as before. We say 
” fulfilling all requisite conditions,” 
for our correspondent mentions only 
some of them. The Decree merely 
states that Catholics 44 who contract 
espousals or marriage with non-Cath­
olics, baptized or unbaptized, even 
after a dispensation has been obtained 
from tho impediment of mixed religion 
or disparity of worship is obliged by 
the Decree ; unless the Holy See de­

cree otherwise for some particular 
place or region.” This article Is to 
make it clear that dispensation from 
either of the Impediments mentioned 
does not include dispensation horn the 
obligation of being married by the 
parish priest and in presence of two 
witnesses. Two and only two, condi­
tions are, therefore, necessary in such 
marriages—the dispensation from the 
impediment in question and the cele 
bratlon of the marriage before the 
parish priest. There could be no 
thought of drawing people Into the 
Church by means sneh a» are Implied 
in the latter part of onr correspond­
ent's question. Whilst the door Is always 
open and seekers for truth are always 
welcome, the loan tains always free and 
the invitation a standing one, none are 
forced. All that the Church says to 
the non Catholic is : 44 If yon want a 
child of mine for your partner yon 
must respect their conscience ; yon 
must out of that respect help to obtain 
the necessary dispensation and be 
willing to fulfil the condition that the 
children whom God may give you shall 
be trained in my fai.h aud truth ; and 
you must be willing bo have the cere 
mony performed by my duly appointed 
minister.” To draw young people into 
the fold by insisting that they must 
become Catholic if they wish to marry 
a Catholic would be to set a premium 
on hypocrisy. The action of the 
Church in this matrimonial legislation 
U not to forbid m'xed marriages, but 
to encourage marriages amongst Cath 
olics themselves. It should make Cath 
olics reflect more seriously before re­
ceiving attention from or paying it to 
non Catholics. It should make them 
value faith more highly. It should 
make them see more clearly the saertd- 
ness of that state in which not only 
they sb individuals are interested, but 
the souls of those who are nearest and 
dearect to them in the world and 
whose san :tifl ïation and eternal sal 
vation are largely entrusted by God to 
their care.

misa AFFAIRS.

Ireland has for the past week been very 
mush to the trout in the British House 
of Commons. A resolution by Mr. 
Redmond for Hume Rule on the 30th 
alt., and two days later a University 
Bill by the Secretary for 1 relaud are 
strong evidence that tho cause is not 
losing. Mr. Iiadmond's proposal was 
au expression of opinion of the House 
41 that a solution of this question ( lome 
RuIj ) can only be attained by giving 
the Irish people legislative and execu­
tive control of all purely Irish affairs.” 
The pill was sugar coated afterwards 
with an amending rider by adding the 
words, 44 all subject to the supreme 
authority of the Imperial Parliament.” 
A number of timid patients, always 
nervous lest these wicked Irish are 
wanting to tear their country away 
from England, were thus able to swallow 
their medicine. Tnen it looked well 
before the world, to acknowledge the 
first principle of Government, the prin­
ciple of which that same House of Com­
mons boasted to be the parent and 
highest exponent. To carry this reso­
lution, therefore, with its conditional 
addendum by a vote of 312 to 157 was a 
sign of Pharisaical magnanimity which 
tho same House alone knows so well 
how to display and thus retain its rep­
utation for justice and libeity. Tne 
debate was purely academic, as the 
Government had already pledged itself 
that It would deal only with the Home 
Rule question as a practical measure 
upou it being a successful issue iu a 
general election. Mr. Healy, who closed 
tbe debate, gave the acting Premier, 
the Hon. Mr, Asquith,a severe scabbing 
for tbe stand he took, in stating he coaid 
not support the resolution, it seemed 
to Mr. Asquith that iu the resolution as 
presented by the mover there was no 
recognition of Imperial supremacy. 
Mr. llealy reminded the House that on 
the question of amnesty for dynamiters 
Mr. Asquith 44 closed the gates of mercy 
with a clang that is was through the 
Irish question this same Mr. Asquith 
came first into notice. 44 To day,” said 
Mr. Healy, 44 he is an important man, to­
morrow he may be a god, but we shall 
not worship at his shrine.” The danger 
which this position threatened toHrme 
Rule, as Mr. Healy pointed out, was 
that Conservatives would make trade 
policy an election issue, thus throwing 
out indefinitely the just demands of the 
Sister Island.

The second occasion of Ireland being 
the chief matter of business was a Uni­
versity Bill. This measure, although 
we have not the full details, is due 
largely to Mr. Bryce, at present British 
Ambassador at Washington. Just be­
fore taking bis new position Mr. Bryce 
outlined a plan for a University for the 
Catholics of Ireland. It is impossible 
to judge from the data afforded by the 
despatches how far the plan will satisfy 
the Bishops, who are the authorities 
competent to decide. Cue clause does 
not strike us with favor. It says : 
“ No religious test is to be applied to 
professors, students or _ graduates,

and no public money Is to be 
spent on theological or religious 
teaching.” There Is nothing Cath­
olic abent that clause. In fact It 
renders the whole Institution dangerous 
and irréligion». How far such a Uni­
versity will replace Trinity College in 
tbe minds and use of Catholics will de 
pend more npon the personal members 
of its governing body than npon its 
constitution. It Is a severely contracted 
proposal compared with the broad 
scheme whose ontlinee were sketched 
by Mr. Bryce. British, or rather Eng 
llsh sentiment shows its arbitrary nar 
rownese regarding Ireland lo the first 
resolution, and lta deep religious pre­
judice In the crusty piece of bread 
which It offers Irish Catholics lor a 
University in the second measure.

ST. JOSEPH'S OHÜROH, TORONTO, 
DESTROYED.

With roof fallen in as far as the 
vestry, the organ and organ loft totally 
destroyed, and the interior of the 
building gutted, St. Joseph's church 
on Leslie street,. Toronto, lies a 
smouldering ruin, through a fire which 
broke out on the 30sh, just after a 
Requiem Mass. Fortunately all the 
movable articles of the church were 
saved, but the loss is estimated at 
tally $25,000.

Two young ladies, Misses Walpole 
and Jordan, who were removing some 
decorations before the regular Mass, 
discovered smoke coming from the 
organ loft, and notified Rav. Father 
Canning, who lives iu the house next 
the church. He turned in an alarm, 
but before the fire department arrived 
the fire had spread rapidly, and was 
eating its way along the roof. A gen 
eral alarm was sent in, but the united 
efforts of three brigades could not 
arrest the progress of the flames. St. 
Joseph s church was built in 1881, and 
is valued at $40,000. A policy in tbe 
Hartford lufcurai.ee company for $15,- 
0v0 is the only iusarance carried.

We deeply sympathize with Father 
Canning in this great misfortune 
which has befallen himself and his 
congregation, and trust that ere long 
he will be enabled to erect a still more 
imposing s&crtd edifice.

DESERVES HONOR FROM ROME.
A FURTHER EXCELLENT SUGGESTION

IN REGARD TO THE POPULAR TRI­
BUTE TO FATHER LAMBERT.

Supplementing the suggestion for a 
tribute to Father Lambert made by a 
revtreud correspondent a few weeks 
ago in these columns, and cordially 
endorsed by the Catholic press of the 
country, another priest expresses a 
wish that this popular demonstration 
of honor to the venerable editor of the 
Freeman's Journal might be confirmed 
by some recognition from the Holy See 
of his long service in defense of Cath­
olic truth. This further suggestion is 
well made and timely. It deserves to 
be promptly acted upon :
Eiitor of Tue Catholic Universe :

Dear Sir—Allow me as a priest from 
the Western prairies to endorse the 
providential idea of the Chicago priest 
with legard to honoring the good and 
great Father Lambert. For one, 1 
shill with all my heart offer Holy Mass 
for him and write him a letter voicing 
my humble appreciation.

Moreover, if not a presumption, I 
would suggest a corollary to that splen- 
did idea, it is this : That the 100,000 
or more appreciative letters bo col 
leoted fcogetuer into a symposium and 
forwarded to the Holy Father with the 
filial and respectful request that some 
official recognition be accorded to Dr. 
Lambert and his life long herculean 
work in defense and vindication of our 
holy faith in this country. No doubt, 
as the Chicago piiest says, Father 
Lambert dues not want eccleiia-nical 
preferments. But wo all know the 
fo ce of the truth illustrated oy Father 
Dm ia 14 My New Curate ” when he 
modestly declined the monsfgnorship, 
that it is the 44 recognit on,” the 
«ffijUl approval, of work well and 
faithfully done that every goad priest 
craves lor, and not the mere empty 
honor iu itself. Everyone is familiar, 
too, with the case of Cardinal New 
man. He did not amaition preferment 
in the Church, yet we know huw over­
joyed he was by the official endorse­
ment of the Vicar of Christ in creat­
ing him Cardinal, saying that it re 
moved a cloud which he felt hung over 
his name, owing to sinister influences.

In a similiar humble and unassuming 
manner Father Lambert has done a 
work for the faith in this country as 
noble and as far reaching as (Jardinai 
Manning has done iu England. 1 do 
not make this statement altogether on 
my own authority. Not many years 
ago I heard one of the tfflilale of the 
Apostolic Delegation to this country— 
an Italian ecclesiastic — talk of the 
work of Father Lambert. He said that 
Dr. Lambert was the equal if not the 
superior of Cardinal Franzelin in bis 
clear exposition of the faith ; he 
wont even farther and «aid that he had 
an intuitive grasp of the faith alter 
the manner of the Apostle St. Paul. 
And he added that if such a man lived 
in Italy he would have been made a 
Cardinal long ago.

The matter of honoring Father Lam 
bert has therefore been talked of in 
certain official circles in Rome, and it 
may be that all that is needed in that 
quarter now to materialize that idea is 
some such popular expression of opin­
ion as the one suggested, just as it 
was the popular wish expressed to 
Rome which brought about the honor­
ing of Cardinal Newman. Some cflicial 
recognition of Father Lambert would 
justly honor not only a deserving

honor the rank and file of the unir? 
priesthood of this country who with 81 
the incentives ol ecclesiastical . îï?61 
mente, fight .the good fight uDd w the f.ith. The8 honoring ,**5 
Ketber Lambert by the Holy Kith!!* 
would pleas. Intensely the priest, 
the people, for they leel that no mit 
in this country ha, done more . 
strengthen and vindicate the faith th.ü 
the humble pastor ol Soottsvlllo N v 
Moreover, it would put the Uai J 
official approval on hi, great work 
thus make that work more iffleaeion. 
and permanent. A man o( Kath.. 
Lambert', lofty character, noble «i™, 
and dl.tingol.bed use of excepting 
talent, should be rewarded, before s. 
die,, by hi, eoole«laetlcal ,uper|0„ 
with the eoneollng “euge, eoge" ,r 
rome tangible form.—Sacerdo, Occi 
dentalia.

REVISING THE VULGATE.
HERCULEAN TA8K INTRUSTED Tf.

ABBOT GA9QUBT AND THE BKNEDIO
TINE FATHERS.

To a correspondent who Is anxioa» tc 
know what is meant by the “ revl- 
sion ” of the Holy Scriptures tba> has 
been entrusted by Pope Pms X to
Abbot G a.1-quet and the mt tubers of the 
Benedictine Order, end to other 
terested iu this great Work, the f Hlow- 
iug account of au interview wit); the 
Abbot by a correspondent of the 
London Standard may be enlightening. 
As Dom Garquet explains, Mrei 
does not mean any trimming infl 
adapting of the Scriptures, bui a rare- 
ful collation of all the known and un- 
known copies of St. Jerome h traita- 
tion of tho Sacred Writings. It fa&l 
been undertaken because of the 
Church's great care to preserve with 
the utmost possible txict.tude every 
part of tbe entire body of scriptural 
truth.

The correspondent describes his 
visit (o Dom Gaiquet in Rome :

As I ascended tne Aventine Hill one 
evening in the biting Tramontana wind 
of Rxnau winter, and walked up the 
great avenue of cypresses, dark and 
mysterious in the cold moonlight, tc 
the beautiful College of St. An^elmo — 
one of the finest modern buildings in 
Rome—standing in such peaceful isola, 
tion among the vineyards and con­
vents and old churches, f could not bat 
admire the taste of the Benedictines in 
the matter of monasteries, and my 
thoughts turned to that ideal mother 
house of the order, perched on the 
heights of Monte Cassino, with its un­
broken tradition of nearly fourteen 
centuries of culture and erudition, aid 
I felt that it was indeed fit that the 
great wors of the revision of the Vul­
gate should have been entrusted by 
Pope Pius X. to the followers of St. 
Benedict.

I entered the college, and passing 
tho line of students, in their character­
istic black Benedictine cassocks, en- 
j >jiog the leifcme hour before supper,
1 followed the lay brother to tbe vis- 
i-ors* parlor, with its bare walls and 
simple furniture, whtre. after a few 
minutes' waiting, I was j lined by Ab­
bot Ga-quot, the directing spirit of this 
great undertaking, who kindly all owed 
me to see him in order that he might 
explain to me something of what Is tc 
ba done, and how it is to be accom­
plished. D im Gasquet began by say­
ing that the Vulgate revision ii a work 
that is very near and dear to the heart 
of Pius X, who, indeed, had impressed 
upon him th .t neither time, labor nor 
money wa? to be spared to render it afe 
scientifically correct as possible. 44 It 
is an almost appalling task to set an 
old man of sixty-two,” said the abbot, 
smiling, though his robust physique 
and keen, alert eyes are more like 
those of a man te.i or twelve years 
younger, 44 and I cannot hope to see it 
accomplished in my lifetime. 1 expect 
to do little more than organize it all, 
and I hope to arrange to break up the 
work into divisions, so that perhaps in 
the courte of the next three years the 
revision of tbe Psalms or the Penta­
teuch might be brought to completion, 

AN IMMENSE TAeK.
44 V hat I should like people to realize- 

is tho immensity of the task that we 
have undertaken. No results will be 
obtained in a hurry. What wo have tc 
do is gather together and collate all. 
the known and unknown copies of St. 
Jerome's great translation of the Sacred 
Writings up to those of the eleventh 
century. They divide themselves into- 
great families, each with its special 
variations, peculiarities and mistakes 
that resemble each other. The great 
‘Gallleana* version is that which is now 
universally adopted in the Catholic 
Church, with the ore exception of St. 
Peter's, in Rome, where the canons use 
the ‘Romana* version. I hope eventu­
ally to make a complete lise of all the 
known versions, but for our own pur­
pose about fifty of the best and most 
correct copies will be used for guidance 
and comparison. Some of the finest 
copies are of Saxou origin, as, for ex­
ample, the Alenin copy, which is to be 
found in the Vallicelliana Library, ic 
Rome, and the Cod* x Amiatinus, now 
in the Laurentian Library, in Florence, 
which has a most interesting history. 
It was one of three copies made in the 
great monastery of Jar row, from which 
St. Bede came, and the Abbot Ceoifrid 
left the monastery with one of the 
copies, which was to bd presented tc 
tho Pope. The abbot died on the jour­
ney, and tho great codex was entirely 
lost sight of.

St. Bede had quoted certain line; 
from the dedication of this copy, and 
De Rossi, the great Roman Christian 
archaeologist, discovered that parts of 
the dedication of the Codex Amiatinus 
had been erased, and under the writing 
that was snpgrposed he was able tc 
decipher words that, indisputably proved 
it to be the long lost copy from Jarrow. 
This codex is proptbly the best and 
nearest to St Jerome of all that hav< 
come down to us.”

14 Who will give me wings like a dove 
and I will fly, and be at rest?” Does 
not the heavy-laden soul echo these 
holy words in Its frequent trials? Pat­
ience I We must wait npon God, and 
we must endure until the end.


