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pi Dante’s 
h yerk Came From Ireland.

j. Dunn, formerly of New 
en now professor of the Gaelic 

1 ,'ge and literature at the Ca- 
Üniversity of America, de- 
recently at the institution a 

on ‘"The Celtic Sources of the 
Comedy,'' of which the fol- 

C is a synopsis:
9 ja little more than a century 

that the question of the sources 
'the Divine Comedy began to be 

tad. Up to that time it was 
--rally believed, as -it was wished 
“L believed, that Dante coristruct- 
tis divine poem out of his own 

imagination. Historians of 
lian literature were slow to per- 
-e that the great poet had drawn 

an almost inexhaustible mine 
. material, and when this opinion 

first made public, namely, that 
was in some measure indebt- 

. t0 the legendary material of the 
feddlc ' Ages, the literary world 

g to defend him against the 
kgrge and proclaim against the 

dal. To have borrowed from 
I classical literature might easily have 
I been pardoned and even
§ tbe value his nopm 
I nion of tl.« ——~~ 
lowed anything to the obscure 

°ads of the Middle Ages, neve..
1 trOff TO HAVE PROPER INTER- 
* EST.

It is from Celtic lands, and above 
» froni Ireland- that most and the 

st popular of the visions of the 
father world have come. Too much 
L nnbolism has been read into the 
[iAvine comedy. The material ex­
istence of Hell, Purgatory and Hea­
ven, as the popular legends describe 

;theni, the physical tortures of the 
lost, the bodily penances of Purga­
tory, were believed in literally by 

'*11 Western Christendom. If we 
.keep this in mind when reading the 
(Divine Comedy, the poem will have 

additional interest and reality

.
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j Of the Celtic Christian legends 
J which preceded the Divine Eomedy, 
I the best known are the Vojfeige of 
1st. Brandon and the Purgatory of 
I'Saint Patrick. It is the vision of 
ITundalv, however, that lias a great- 
|er right than any of the others to 
I be regarded as a prototype of the 
•Divine Comedy, and offers the great- 
lot number of instances in which the 
1'two works agree. The chief points 
I of difference between the Purgatory 
1 of Saint Patrick and, the other vi- 
I lions of the time is that it as- 
lagns the entrance to Purgatory to 
Mp certain place and that it is not, 
Egtrictly speaking, the narration of a 
■vision, but of the experiences of men 
I who in their, lifetime and in the 
I flesh, were granted a glimpse of the 
I invisible world.
J The,primary object of the visions,
I written as a vehicle of popular in- 
I struction, was to edify, to urge pe- 
I nance, and soften the heart. The 
jpneans to this end was the descrip­
tion of the torments of Hell rather 
r than the delights of Heaven, on the 
1 theory, no doubt, if there was any 
itheory in it, that spiritual enjoy- 
SDents would not appeal to the po- 
limlar understanding and that the 
1 fear of physical sufferings is more 
■ efficacious than the hope of re- 
I wards. Besides, the place of the 

mned offered a better subject for 
1;the exercise of the imagination. It 

y be, too, that the mind of the 
1 Peculiarly impressionable by 

counts of Hell and Purgatory.
I legendary lore useful.

E ’wl.W' V r -Oldish and extravagant 
|U« ample, mediaeval legends of 
T S,0?". world may be, they are

TO of the greatest vaille. Much 
I ” , than the annals and chro- 
I the show the social, moral 

™,ll“tl1c ideal of the time, an 
i that waA not without its In- 

on tho real life of the dav, 
ET to exercised a very considcr- 

Muence on literature. We 
y smile at the credulity of the 

» ,.ln wllich they are written, and 
' ™ who took pleasure in 

«ng then»’ but this much we must 
. that they had succeeded in 

age in making the unseen 
a, i a*tua1, a faculty which wo 

kV’ and 'n reducing the dis- 
bctween the world in which 

w] and the other.
18f !?° soon t0 decide the rela- 

e th , ese Pre-Dantean visions to 
1. /J!e Comedy, for there are 
MnedUcd among the Irish manu- 

» «.u a, number of works belonging 
wh*ch may throw con- 

- e ,ight on the question. It 
he Proved, hoover, that 

J". or did not know of any 
b moo! Vlsiona directly. It would
Id ZV"rpriain^ if Uante, who
Fm« *7 his own a» the learning 
| time, did not know of these

Nor could it have been that he 
knew them but despised them and 
deemed them unworthy to find them 
a place in his Comedy, for the 
sources from which Dante drew were 
above all popular. If he did know 
them, it is most extraordinary that 
he does not mention any of them, 
which had he known them, could 

.not, have failed to win his ad­
miration for their brilliancy of co­
lor and fertility of imagination. On 
the other hand, if we deny that 
Dante knew these visions, it be­
comes extremely difficult to account 
for the many and closer resembl­
ances which are found in his and 
the earlier works. Mere chance, in­
dependent invention, will not suf­
fice to explain them.

That Dante was familiar with 
other Celtic themes, is seen from 
his reference to tales of the Round 
Table, especially to the story of 
Lancilotto, the reading of whose 
love for Ginevra led to the destruc­
tion of Paolo and Finnccsca da 
Rimini. It is no small glory for 
the Celt that his romance of love 
the pearl of the trilogy, the most 
beautiful passage in all literature, 
on which Dante lavished all his art 
is a theme from the fund of Celtic 
lore. The visions, chiefly of Irish 
origin, were like the sparks of 
which Dante speaks in the first 
Canto of Pafadiso: "Poca favllla
gran flamma seconda," "A few 
sparks create a great fire," and it 
is perhaps the greatest glory of 
these modest Celtic legends * that, 
they led to and resemble, if only in 
a distant way, the Divine Comedy 
of Dante.—Western Watchman.

MY LADY HOPE.
( Continued from page 3 )

swung in started forward with a 
joyous grunt. Eleanor heard the 
guttural "yap, yap," of pleasure, 
and her nervous grasp upon her 
husband’s arm tightened. She hur­
ried him past, and he, unconscious 
of the little creature who had been 
his care, went with her undisturbed. 
Dr. Morrison laid strong, but not 
unkindly fingers upon the shoulders 
of the hapless being, and drew him 
aside.

Poor little Prank! " he said, 
looking down at him, for his heart 
was very tender just then. "Poor 
little chap, you have lost your only 
friend.”

And in his heart, Ms Somewhat 
hardened, worldly heart, he said 
"Thank God! "

But Prank did not understand. He 
was staring, open mouthed as usu­
al, after his protector. A blank, 
puzzled look shut down over his 
face. He struggled a little to free 
himself, but finding the struggle 
vain, gave up, and watched the form 
of Hubert Satterlee disappear. When 
he had gone, Dr. Morrison released 
him. He fell to the floor, inert and 
helpless, moaning like a stricken 
thing wounded to the heart.

"Whatever became of that hand­
some young sculptor?" asked an in­
terested visitor some six months af­
ter. "Did he die?"

"Indeed no," answered Dr.' Morri­
son. "He is as sound as ever he 
was. Splendid fellow, bright as a 
dollar. We always expected it, 
more or less, but his wife finally ac- 
complishhed it. She—well, she is a 
superb woman."

Dr. Morrison was a warm friend 
of both by this time. It was Elea­
nor Satterlee’s simple trust that led 
him afterwards to the true faith, 
but that occurred a good many 
years subsequently, and it is not 
within the province of this little 
tale. He was apt, though, ever and 
always, to wax enthusiastic when 
he spoke of her.

"And the little dwarf, is he still 
here?" went on the questioner.

"No," said Dr. Morrison, and tho 
pleasant light faded out of his eyes. 
"He isn’t here. He died a week af­
ter the young man left."

"Died?" queried the visitor, sym­
pathetically. "Poor little fellow!

"Poor Mttle fellow!" echoed 
physician—Exchange.

The “Famous Headland”
Kon.uCader °f the Kreeman'B Journal 
ho 1 nü •. “ C°J'y of tho Uoise( Ida­ho) Daily Statesman which gives
tio„aCCOant 01 a misBioaary conven- 
tlon and reports a speech made at 
, <' a certain I. T. Headland, -the 
famous missionary ot Peking.”

It would seem that one who has
come m”(hma 1°ng cnou6h to be- 
“ . fam°us” ought to know
something about Christian work in
Headl»°„dUtry' But ,rom what thin 
Headland says we are forced to the
o?”c .IT,” that he iS ™'y ignorant 
oi Lathohe missionary work in Chi-
nr'i„01 that; hB dcl'berately falsities. 

Iijjjo is what he says:
Protestantism has built 40,000 

schools and universities in China. 
there0”0'5™ nCVCr did a"ything

Now we propose to show hoxv 
false the latter portion of this 
statement is:

Not to 
V

WE PRINT
Letterhead», Billheads and 
General .Commercial 
Work at the Right Price*.

IF PRINTED BY US ITS 
DONE RIGHT.

The True Witness Printing Co.*

Phone
Main 5072 >F*i*Inting
316 Lagauchetiere Street W., Montreal.

go farther .back, Clement 
i “Ifsionaries to China in

A Bishopric, was erected at 5 “.” Fukien. In 1362 tho 
fifth Bishop of Zaitun was massa­
cred. In 137.0, William do I'ralo 
was appointed to tho See of Peking 
--five hundred years before tho vo­
racious Headland appeared there.

As for the more modern missions, 
the Jesuits were in China in 1602 
that 308 years before the famoué 
Headland.

Ill 1746 a persecution broke out 
in I liking during which Bishop Snnz 
anil four other Spanish Dominicans 
were martyred. In 1745 two Je­
suits were put to death at Su-chou 
In 1820 Father Clet, a Lazarist 
was strangled at. Wu-ch'ang.

In 1825 Bishop Dufress was be- 
headed.

In 1870 ten Sisters of St. Vincent 
de Paul were put to death with 
great barbarity.

We might mention many other Ca­
tholic missionary martyrs to ex­
pose the falsehood of Headland.

The members of the religious, ord­
ers have been working and shedding 
their blood in China for many years 
the Jesuits, the Dominicans, the
Augustinians, the Lazarists, and
others. We have no room to de­
scribe their work in detail; we re­
fer the reader interested in this mat­
ter to the Catholic Encyclopedia, 
Vol. Ill, article "China."

The Catholic ecclesiastical govern­
ment of the Church in China is di­
vided into regions and provinces. • 

In the province of southeastern 
Chi-li there were in 1901. 49 
priests, 20 native priests, 59,646 
Christians, 332 churches and cha­

in north Chi-li province there were 
in 1900, 40 priests, 47 native
priests, 90,617 Christians, -156 
churches and chapels.

And so on through the whole 
vast empire of China.

And yet the Rev. Headland tells 
his hearers that Catholicism .has 
dono nothing there.'-"—Rev. L. A. 
Lambert.

aBronchitis7

GOOD BLOOD
GOOD HEALTH

Jist a Utile More Rich, Rc«bim< 
cures Most Allneits.

the symptoms are

Tightness across the Cheat, Shan 
Pains and a Difficulty in Breathing, i 
Secretion of Thick Phlegm, at Bret white 
but later of a greenish or yellowish colm 
•ouung from the bronchial tubes when 
coughing, especially the first thing in the 
morning.

Bronchitis is generally the result of a 
odd caused by exposure to wet and 
Utolemem weather and wheu neglected 
will become chronic.

Chronic Bronchitis is one of the niosi 
general cau*** of Consumption. Cure 1 he 
first symptoms of Bronchitis l.y the uns 
ol Dr. Wood’s Norway Pine Sylup
♦♦ ♦♦ ♦ » ♦ + 4 ML* Martha Pour- 

+ get, Little 1 :v- os 
Bronchitis + Que., writes: “ Last 
-Cured. > spring 1 was very 

poorly, had a had 
cough, sick head 

’ ache, could not 
sleep, and wm tired all the time, i *otb 
suited two doctors, and both told me 1 
had bronchitis, and advised me to give ur 
teaching. 1 tried almost ever, tiling but 
none ot the medicine* gave me any icv.el 
One of ny friends advised ire iu trv Dr 
Wood's Norway Piue 8yrup. i' Lav 
aoareeiy taken the first bottle v ben i 
began to get bettor and when I had taken 
the fourth bottle I felt as well hs ev er, my 
oough had left me and [ could sleep w eii.

Dr. Wood’s is the original Pino Syrup. 
It is put un in a yellow wrapper, three 
vmm trees the trade mark, and the price 

1 here are many imitations of 
Ds. Wood’s" so be sure you receive the 

•MUMS when you ask for it.
MMMfrwtured only by* The T. Müburo 

OOh, United, Toronto, Ont.

Geo. W. Reed & Co.
Limited.

Contractors for :

General Roofing
Cement and Asphalt 

Having
Sheet Metal Work

337 Craig St., W. Montreal.
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Gaelic New Compnbery.

A memorial signed by over 2,000 
students and graduates, praying that 
Irish be made a compulsory subject 
for matriculation for all Irish-born 
students, was considered, recently, 
by the Faculties of the Irish Univer­
sity, and on the motion of Dr. 
Douglas Hyde, was approved. The 
Board of Studies has dfnee decided 
that Gaelic shall be compulsory at 
some period of the University course

The doors of your soul are open 
on others, and theirs on you. . . . 
Simply to be in this world, what­
ever you are, is to exert an influ­
ence—an influence, too, compared 
With which mere language and per­
suasion are feeble.—Horace Bushnell

m

The lack of sufficient red, health­
giving blood doesn’t end merely in 
a pale complexion. It is much more 
serious. Bloodless people are the 
tired, languid, run down folk who 
never haye a Dit of enjoyment in 
life. Food does not nourish, there 

indigestion, heart palpitation, 
headache, backache, sometimes faint­
ing fits and always nervousness. If 
anaemia or bloodlessness be neglect­
ed too long a decline is sure to fol­
low. Just a little more blood cures 
all these troubles. Just more rich, 
red blood; then abounding health 
and vitality and pleasure in life. To 
get more blood the remedy is Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills. No other me­
dicine increases the blood supply so 
quickly or so surely. The cure ac­
tually begins with the first dose, 
though naturally it is not notice­
able. This is not a mere claim. 
Dr. Williams' Pmk Pills have been 
doing this over and over again in 
Canada for years. This is why 
thousands df people always have a 
good word to say about this medi­
cine. The following is the experi­
ence of one of the many who praise 
this medicine. airs. J. J. Thibo­
deau, Bathurst Village, N.B., says: 
"Some years ago, while teaching 
school I became so run down that 1 
could hardly walk. My breath was 
short and I had failed in weight and 
lost color. I had to rest several 
times on my way to school and 
during school hours it took more 
than all my strength to fulfil my 
duty. My doctor advised me to 
give, up teaching and take a long 
rest. But at this time a friend per­
suaded me to try Dr. Williams’ Pink 
Pills and I got six boxes. I hadn't 
finished the first box when I felt a 
little better, and by the time I had 
used the six boxes I was fully re­
covered and enjoying the best of 
health. At a later date I was 
troubled with eczema and my faith 
in Pink Pills led me to try them 
again, and I was not disappointed, 
as they cured thjft trouble also. I 
can’t praise Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills 
too much for they have done me a 
power of good."

Dr. Williams* Pink Pills are sold 
J>y all medicine dealers or will be 
sent by mail at 50 cents a box or 
six boxes for $2.50 by The Dr. Wil­
liams’ Medicine Co.. Brockville, Ont.

and Weekly, of London, and lately 
the roll has been an unusually heavy 
one. Everything certainly lias its 
price, and the conquest of the air 
threatens to exact a costly reckon­
ing from its pioneers. The triumph 
of to-day is too often but the tra­
gedy of to-morrow, and will make 
the earlier chapters in the history of 
aviation but woeful reading when 
they come to be written.

The untimely death at San Se­
bastian of the distinguished French 
aviator, M. Le Blon, who had won 
so many laurels, is by no means the 
least deplorable in this roll of fata­
lities. To his fellow-Catholics, 
however, the horrors of what other­
wise would have seemed a death as 
sudden as it was Violent is mitigated 
by the knowledge that the deceased 
aviator was so devoted a Catholic 
that he never failed to approach the 
sacraments when he was essaying a 
fresh flight, and that he had been to 
confession and heard Mass the very 
morning of his death.

The respect that Le Blon had won 
on all sides was strikingly empha­
sized by the imposing demonstration 
which took place at San Sebastian 
when the corpse was borne to the 
station en route for Paris. The 
solemn procession of the cathedral 
clergy was supplemented by con­
tingents of the military and civil 
authorities, who had turned out to 
do honor to the memory of one who 
carried his creed into his practical 
life in a fashion that may well com­
mand the admiration of English and 
French Catholics alike.

Province of Quebec,
District of Quebec.

PUBLIC NOTICE.
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 

by J. EMILE VAN1ER, Civil Engi­
neer, of the City of Montreal; AR­
THUR ST. LAURENT, Deputy Mi­
nister of Public Works of Canada, of 
the City of Ottawa; ERNEST BE­
LANGER, Civil Engineer, of the 
City of Montreal; SIR GEORGE 
GARNEAU, Civil Engineer, of the 
City of Quebec; and PIERRE CHAR- 
TON, Civil Engineer and Provincial 
and Federal Surveyor, of the City 
of Montreal, all in the Dominion of 
Canada; that they will petition the 
Legislature of the Province of Que- 
beq, at its next session, to consti­
tute them and others under the 
name of "THE ASSOCIATION OF 
POST GRADUATES OF THE POLY­
TECHNIC SCHOOL, Montreal," 
with power to develop friendly and 
scientific relations between the Post 
Graduates of said school; to admit 
temporary and permanent members, 
to acquire properties, both real and 
personal, and for other purposes.

Montreal, March 1st. 1910.
J. EMILE VANIER, 
ARTHUR ST. LAURENT 
ERNEST BELANGER,
Sir GEORGE GARNEAU. 
PIERRE CHARTON.
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are different from and 
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the name and design is 
fully patented. Look for 
the name on every Bud.

Cowan Co. Limited, 
Toronto. 87
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Pereii a Hero is Paris.

From a musical povnt of view the 
hero of Paris just now is Don Lo­
renzo l’erosi, who visited France 
some ten years ago when he was 
choirmaster of St. Mark’s under his 
chief, Cardinal Sarto, then Patri­
arch of Venice, whose first act after j 
becoming Pope was to appoint his 
young friend Ferosi choirmaster of ! 
the Vatican.

Signor Perosi is receiving veritable 
ovations at the Trocadero, where he 
leads the performances of his orato­
rio, "Florence,” a sort of .panegyric 
of the Virgin, after Dante’s thirty- 
third Song of paradise. Signor Pe­
rosi conducted with ecstatic frenzy. 
The marvelous effect produced by the 
overwhelming combination of harps 
and violins caused a thrill of emo­
tion in the fifth part, where the 
souls ascend to the celestial regions 
and is compared by French musical 
critics to "the gentle beating of an­
gels' wings in the blue sky." Signor 
PeroBl's works are produced at the 
Trocadero by the Société 'des Grands 
Auditions Musicales de France, the 
president of which is the Comtesse 
de Greffuhle.

tisfy the wishes of our clients," say 
the librarians in this letter, "we 
have determined in future that we 
wSll not place in circulation any 
book, which, by reason of the, per­
sonally scandalous, libellous, immo­
ral, or otherwise disagreeable na­
ture of its contents, is, in our opi­
nion, likely to prove offensive to 
any considerable section of our sub- 

I scribers. We have, therefore, de- 
I cided to request that in future you 
j will submit to us copies of all no- 

I vcls, and any books about the cha­
racter of which there can possibly 
be any question at least one clear 
week before the date of publication. 
Unless time is given to us to read 
the books before they are published, 
it is impossible for us to avoid that 

j annoyance to our subscribers for 
1 which we, and not the publishers,
I are generally held responsible.

A BOY'S ESSAY ON RAIN.

Rain comes down from heaven on 
the just and the unjust, but mostly 
upon the just because the unjust 
have borrowed the umbrellas of the 
just and have forgotten to return

Troubled With 
Backache For 
Years Now Cem-M curs. pletely Cured 

By The Use Of 
DOAN’S KIDNEY PILLS.

Mm. W. C. Doerr, 13 Brighton St 
London, Ont., write.:—" It i. with 
pleasure that I thank you for the good 
your Doon’. Kidney Pille have done me. 
Have been troubled with backache for 
years. Nothing helped me until a friend, 
brought me a box of your Kidney Pill* 
I began to take them and took four boxes, 
and am dad to say that I am cured en­
tirely and can do all my own work and 
feel as good as I used to before taken sick. 
I am positive Dean’s Kidney Pills are 
all you claim them to be, and I advise 
trial ”My SUfferere 6ive them a fair

ïât Dean’s Kidney Pills do for you 
116ve done for thousands of 

otneis. They cure all forms of kidney 
trouble and they cure to stay cured.
•« „™ce- *• oents per box or 3 boxes for 
«*-28 at ai dealers or mailed direct cm
55Kdtebyo^eT MUbura *"

WTOw ordering eperify "DonnV

othor agencies there may be, the- 
press, and in particular the daily 
newspaper, is the most efficacious 
organ of publicity that wo possess. 
—The Catholic World lor May.

Wise More Against Immoral Litera- 
tnre.

:t- >v. ' '-•«

In England the feeling against the 
circulation of indecent, suggestive 
and generally subversive books has 
become so strong that the great 
lending Ufctrarie»—Mudte’s, Smith’s, 
Booklovers’, the "Times” Book 
Club. Day's and others—have ad- 

d a Joint letter to the pub­
lishers of Great Britain in which 
they refus^ longer to become the 

circulating books that 
‘lie taste. - • J

protect our interests 
i far as possible, to sa-

The great broad river of mercies 
flows from God’s throne with as 
full a current as ever; and the sun­
shine of forbearance is upon its 
watery incessantly. Men’s crafts of 
pleasure, folly, lightness and self- 
will, run smoothly on. He must 
be either unwise or unbelieving who 
does not tremble at the slowness 
of God to be provoked.

The Power of the Preu.

on Publicity and Social 
John J. Burke, C.S.P.,

Writing 
Reform, 
says: !

The greatest agency in publicity 
to-day, is the press; and iby the press 
we mean -the printed word which 
includes the book, the' quarterly, the 
monthly, the weekly, and the daily 
newspaper. Whatever other agencies 
of publicity there may be—and such

A Consoling Sign.

It is a consoling sign of the times 
that Catholic authors are multiply- 
ing and their books proving more 
than marketable. English writers 
across the sea are still giving us 
the best of the output. Truly some 
of them seem to be indefatigable 
and Indefatfgably successful. It is 
good to note as well that serious 
hooks are receiving better treatment 
than hitherto.

, the ordinary

kind
of
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Baby’s Own Tablets are good for 
all children, from the feeble baby 
whoso life seems to hang by a thread 
to the sturdy, well grown child 
whose digestive organs occasionally 
get out of order. 'These Tablets 
promptly <yire all stomach and bow- 
el troubles and make sickly, ailing 
children well arid strong. Mrs. n. 
Greenfield, Qnbro, tint,-, •

mm


