ABOUT LANGUAGES.— In
beginning of the 19th centuary—on2
hundred years ago—the following was
ithe order of rank of various langua~
- ges spoken :
French by 81,500,000,
Russian by 31,000,000.
German by 80,500,000.
Spanish by 26,000,000, half
them outside of Europe.
Englisk oy only 19,750,000, of
whom, 5,000,000 were 'n the United
States, and 750,000 elsewhere,

At present the order is changed,
Engiish, which then occupied, fifth
place, has during the course of the
century increased the number of its
users and is now spoken by 130,000,-
000, seventy millions being in the
United States, 40 millions in Great
Britain, and 20 millions in the lat-
ter’'s colontes. Such is the presenta-
tfon of the case made by a recent
writer. 1t would be interesting
study, in all its details, the part
played Ly our neighliors across the
border-line in bringing about such a
great change within a period of a
century. What the relative figures
will be when the sun goes down upomw
the eveninig of the last day of the
20th century cannot now be even ap-
proximated.
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION, — The
enemies of a complete system of
Catholic education’ in Ireland
often of what they know nothing,
says the Felfast Irish News. They
write as if they thick that Christian
education implies some special limi-
kation upon the universality of hu-
man knowledge or the free exercise of
human faculties. When Catholics
spealy of Christian education they
mean education in its most upniversal
Bsense, education in al) its possililities,
in all its profoundest and broadest
renches of knowledge and truth;
all that develops, strenzthens and
cultivates the faculties of man. They
say that it is only Christian educa-
tion for which they alone stand, and
have always stood, that sounds this
mote of universality, and that the
‘moment you exclude Christianity
from the scope of education, that mo-
ment you cabin and confine it,
~cularize it.

To argue that the Catholic Church
is opposed to education is to argue
against the clear facts of history.
The Church never was, and never will
be opposed to education. In truth,
it may be said that the Catholic
“Church has expended more treasures,
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time, energy, labor, and human lives
in the education of mankind than all
the nations of the earth put together.
ITo read history in any proper sense
at all s simply to follow her tri-
umph in civilizing and educating the

peoples of the earth. Catholics
lieve in education as the most essen-
tial factor ™n the progress of an indi
vidual as well as of a nation. They
demand education in all that it im-
plies, in all its details; let it e for
all, everywhere. The tragedy in Ire-
land is that a Government not re-
spomsible to the people deliberately
deprives the people of reasonable fa-
cilities for higher education.
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IRISH ENVOYS.—Mr John E.
Redmond and  his colleagues, Mrs,
Redmond, and a number of the clergy
were the guests of Mgr. -Lhvelle, Vi-
car-Genergl of the archdiocese and
rector of St. Patrick’s Cathedral,
New York, to a luncheon at the pres-
bytery, during their stay in that city.
[ ] L] [}

A.0.H. CHAPLAIN.— Archbishop
Farley, New York, has succeeded

Archbishop Glennon as National
Chaplain of the A.0.H,
- - -«

AN OLD DOCUMENT, — A will
on which the dust of two hundred
Venice. At the request of Baron
Egnice. At the request of Baron
‘Alphonse Giovanelli the seal has been
broken on the last testament of his
ancestor, Prince Carlo Vincenzo Gio-
vanelli. The Prince, who deposited
his will in August, 1708, wrote an
dmperative order on its folds that it
should not he opened until the eldest
branch of the Giovanelli family had
become extinct.
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A LINGUIST. —A new genius has
arisen in Italy in the person of Al-
fredo Trombetti, who, 'compatent
fudges have declared, knows more
_languages than any other man in the

the

magazine some impressiens of Swite
zerland, where he recently spent &
holiday. Describing how  Sunday

is passed dt Bristen, he says:

“As I went to the church at 8.30
am. 1 found the rustic path that
does duty for a village street throng-
od with groups of men and Dloys,
some fn conversation, others sitting
side by side on the %oadside railings,
This is probably their weekly club,
where they get the chance once in
seven days’ of excha.’nging family news
—and smoking a pipe together. 1
wondered at first whether all these
members of the ‘nobler’ sex were com-
ing to church, as when I entered the
sacred suilding there were only wo-
men and girls present, filling up the
entire left side of the church, kneel-
ing down or sitting quietly, looking
neither to the right nor to the left—
most of them with books of devo-
tion. Presently, however, the malg
part of the population began to file
in in military order—each one mak-
ing his genuflection and si'gning him=-
self with the holy water—filling the
right hand seats from the top to the
bottom of the church, and then over-
flowing into the space in the centra.
There is no ‘need to ask where are
the men ? in some parts of Christen-
dom. As I sat there I could not
help contrasting this Catholic village
with Protestant Lausanne, in which
it was my misfortune to have to Le
‘re
no

last year, and where most of ;
shops are open on Sunday, and
one seems to go to any place of wor-
ship, but to 1» hent on loafing about
in Sunday attire." :

After giviing an outline of the ser-
vice, Dr, Lang concludes :

“The thought of ‘Roman’ had van-
ished from my mind —these people
were Catholic Christians keeping their
Lord’s commandment on His day.
Many of them had made their Com-
munion at one/of the Masses earlier
in the day, and all had a long and
toilsome journey to make before they
could get home. then,
if after service some stayed behind in
the village for refreshment, and con-
viviality, yet all was quiet and with-
out anything of disorder, and soon
the village returned to its normal
state. One cannot help being im-
pressed Ly such scenes as this, and it
is impossible not to see that instead
of wanting to convert these pea-
sants and giving them Bibles and
tracts, we might well take many a
lesson from them and try to imitate
them in their Christian devotion and
simple piety."”

No wonder,

A WELL-FILLED PURSE.— The
parishioners of Father Barry, rectos
of St. Ann’s, Youngstown, O., whgo
who was assaulted and stabbed by
John Berry, the sexton of the church

two months ago, presented him with

a purse of $2500 last Sunday. The
presentation speech was made by
Father Kinkead. It will ba several

months before Father Barry will
recover his health and he, will leave
within e short time for a vacation.
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WALDECK-ROUSSEAU’S END, —
Some question seems to have arisen
as to whether M. Waldeck-Rousseau
received the last rites of the church,
A priest was sent for when the mam
was dying, but when the priest arriv-
ed the sufferer was unconscious. Con-
ditional absolution was given, and
all concerned are left to derive what-
ever cofsolation the circumstances ai-
ford. ’ ¥

London Truth, writing of the epi-
sode, mentjons one pathetic particu-
lar. ,Stating that the Republican
friends of the deceased statesman
blamed his widow for having sum-
moned a priest, ‘“Truth” says: ‘‘She
took counsel of her own feelings, and
asked herself what the mother of the
statesman would have done, and
found an answer in the sight of an
image of the Virgin, which the elker
Madame Waldeck-Rousseau gave him
on the day of his first Communion.*
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CHURCH MUSIC,— “TI believe that
one of the results of the reform move.
ment in Catholic Church music evem-
tually will be singing Ly congrega-
tions,” says Archbishop Messmer in
an interview. ‘I am Heartily in favor
of such a practice, Lut of course, it
will take time to bring it about. St.
Paul’s Church in New York has adop-
ted Congregational singing, and, al-

rs
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though it is the only Cathiolic Church

ult
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gion away from a custom | they
have practiced for so many tur
and it cannot be done in a day, or a
year. It will take many years.
s s ®
" BISHOP OF DIJON RESIGNS. —
Press cablegrams from Rome _state
that last week, in private audfence
with the Pope, Monsignor Le Nordez
resigned the Bishopric of Dijon.
According to a Paris cablegram, the
resignation of Monsignor Geay, Bi-
shop of Laval, reached the Ministry
of Public Worship on the 2nd inst.
The resignations of Bishops Le
Nordez and Geay demonstrate so far
as the Votfican authorities aré con-
as the Vatican authorities are con-
cern®, that all the clergy of France
fore Leen considered as wavering, side
with the Pope in the present con~
flict.
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IN OUR CHURCHES. —The ques-
tion of having ushers.in churches
which are situated in large cities and
towns, and are attended by large
congregations, receives less consider-
ation from some pastors than it ' de-
serves, says the Pittsburg Observer.

The spectacle of a stranger entering
a church and being unable to find @
seat owing to the absence of ushers,
leaving the sacred edifice at once, and
thus missing Mass, is not at all an
uncommon one. If the renters of
pews were not so selfish and so im-
polite, these strangers would be able
to find seats. Instead of making
room for them and inviting them
to sit in their pews, they are, for the
most part, uncharitable enough to
resent the intrusiom of strangers and
to show Ly their frigid and un-Chris-
tlanlike manner that these strangers
are not welcome.

It would be a good thing if our
people were to take a lesson in this
important matter from their non-Ca~
tholiic brethren, who generally make
it m point to act courtepusly and
kindly to any strangers who may en-
ter their churches on Sundays. It
would be still better ¥ ushers were
appointed in all our largely attended
churches,

CATHOLIC BELGIUM.—Tt is the
fashion at the present time, says the
London Monitor and New Era, for
enemies of the Catholic Church toen~
deavor to revive the exploded fiction
that where the Catholic Church is.
there also is poverty, indolence,
ignorance, and, consequently, lack of
enterprise,

They forget thag almost half the
population of the German Empire is
Catholic; that the Aus‘ro—][ungmﬁa.n
Empire js g Catholic State and that
if Ttaly and Spain are too distraught
to use their natural advantages to
the best purpose, it is those forces
that Have always been antagonistic
to the Chueeh on the contrnent that
cause the unsettlement which renders
steady industry next to impossible,

And never do these people trouble
to learn the conditions of life within
the borders of their Catholic neigh-~
bor, Belgium, a nation which has
done no great thipgs in the field of
war, nor in ocean trading, éyut which
withal can show a population whose
in,h:lligence, industry and comparative
comfort and wealth rank them as
foremost among the industrial com-
munities of the world. And this js a
Catholic State.

Little more than seventy years ago
Belgium was a poor, sgruggling suly-
ject of Protestant Holland. Yet when
she had thrown off the alien yoke
and set herself to the management of
her own affairs, prosperity was mnot
long in coming, and the %,000,000 of
those days is 7,000,000 to-day. The
nation whose 4,000,000 found the
struggle for existence under the Pro-
testant rule of Holland a difficult one
is to~day able to boast that she has
but one pauper fo every eightean hun~
dred of her population, while Eng-
land and Wales, the exemplar of
Protestant progress, has a pauper for
every thirty-eight of her inhabitants.

Low taxation and equitable laws
are the secret of success under the
Catholic government which has al-

ready solved those economic pro-
blems with which the greatest minds
in England are wrestling to-day.
Ty : ] - .

SACRED CONCERTS, —The Bi-|
shop of Salford has intimated to the
clergy of the Salford diocese that

ma of the Immaculate ption,
will be laid on the statue of O
Lady by the Pope himself. It is to
consist, he says, of a serfes of twelve
large sfars, and, starting from the

first star has just been complated and
is of great magnificence. It is five
inches in diameter, and is composed
of 209 diamonds of various msizes,
but all of the purest water, a very
large one in the centre, which alone
cost £160, while the entire star will
cost ahbout £400. The setting is pure
silver and the back solid gold. The
twelve stars are fo be all the same
in size and value, so the cost of the
whole crown will be £1920; but add-
ing the solid gold band which will
hold the stars together, about £2000
will be expemded. Besides this, a
heavily jewelled necklace will be plac-
od about the neck of the Blessed Vir-
gin, this being the personal offering

of Pius X.
-

A NEW ORATORIO.—The Rev.
#rather Hartmann, of the Franelscan

.Order, has composed a new oratorio,

called ‘“The Last Supper.” The Ger-
man Emperor has graciously accepted
the dedication of it to him.
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CHRISTIAN BROTHER DEAD. —
Brother Ij A. Maxwell, the Superior-
General of the Irish Christian Bro-
thers, died on Saturday at Marino,
Clontarf, ‘the head house and novi-
tiate of the Institute jn Ireland. He
was horn in Dublin fn 1819, afd was
thus 86 years of age. Intended for
the legal profession, he abandoned
his studies for that career, entered
the Novitiate in Waterford, at Mount
Sion, and aftérwards labored in Pres-
ton and London. In 1857 He was re-
called to Iteland, and appointed Su-
perior in Mullingar. In 1880 he was
chosen Superior-General, which office
he resigned n 1900, thenceforth liv-
ing in quiet, devoted to another
world.

PARISH WORK
IN FRANCE,

In an article entitled ‘‘Mission
Work in Paris,”” iz the current num-
ber of the Catholic World Magazine,
Countess De Courson says :

The view that France is g Catholic
country in name only is especially
true of the Paris ‘‘faubourgs,’’ where,
owing to peculiar circumstances, un-
usual calls are made upon the self-
sacrifice of the parish priests. Within
the last fifty years the population of
Paris has increased in an almost
alarming manner; the improvements
that have been made ¥n the fashion-
able quarter have driven the work-
men and the poor from the centre of
the city, where rents are heavy, to
take refuge in the suburbs. These
have, in consequence, developed in
am extraordinary manner, and _ the
churches that existed fifty or a hun-
dred years ago are totally inade-
guate to provide for the spiritual ne-
cessities of the inhabitants; neither
are the priests who serve these
churches sufficiently numerous to
cope with the everwhelming mumbers
of their nominal parishioners. Many
of the Paris ‘‘faubourgs’’ have 80,-
000 or even 100,000 inhabitants, and
these parishes are served by eight or
nine priests !

Not, indeed, that all the inhahit~
ants of the suburbs have recourse to
the ministrations of their pastors;
many of them live as far removed
from the church as though they wer.
heathens. ‘‘Hitherto we have looked
upon the people of the faubourgs as
fundamentally Christians,”’ says the
cure of Plaisance in an excellently
worded boolslet. . ‘“We waited
in the church, expecting them to
bring their children to baptism, i

18 a serious _mistake. We see now
that the suburbs, peing deprived
umber

shoulders, will encircle the head. The | .

come themselves to receive the sacra-|
ments or to attend fnstructions; this |

ous duties of their ministry; ' they
move freely in the strests of the
crowded faubourgs, where twenty
years ago no priest could show him-
self without being insulted, and eag-
erly seize any pretext for'maRing ac

‘quaintances with their poor and hard
yorked neighbors, But, after long
‘hours of missionary work, when they||
return home, there is a cordial ex-
chinge of views and ideas; the ex-
perience of one helps the other, dis-
appointments and. failures are’ talked
over, and thus lose much of  their
bittérness. “If you could see,’” said
one of these happy members of the
Httle group, ‘‘how we eénjoy our = re-
creations together’’ ; and amother as-
sured us that the crushing weight of
labor could hardly be endured were it
not for the strength and refreshment

of life in common. In the eyes of
the population it has also an ex-
cellent effect, each member of the

community is informed of all that is
going on ¢n the parish; the cordiali-
ty and unity of purpose that are
known to reign among the priests
give them an influence fhat each one
individually could not hope to en-
foy.

One of the favorite dreams of the
Abb%e Soulange-Bodin is to establigh
throughout his huge, straggling and
every-increasing parish mmall  set-
tlements of priests, living togefher
near a chapel, which might tbe a
centre of social, religious and chari-
table works founded on the same
lines as those that have grown up
under the shadow of the parish
church- This would continue to be
the central point from whence  the
workers draw thefr inspirations, byt
these outposts of missionaries would,
he believes, have a wide-spreading
influence, and must inevitably Bring
the priests into closer contact = with
the people.

A foundation of this Rind has been
made at Vauves, within the pre-
where a group of missionaries = are
successfully laborirg under the pa-
tironage of Our Lady of the Rosary.
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The works esthblished by M. Sou~
lange-Bodin are manuifold; they ' ap-
peal to persons of every age and
standiug, and are intended to Lring
every man, woman and chiid in the
parish in touch with the church and
her ministers, :

A mere list of the devout, charit~
able and useful associations founded
by the cure of Plaisance is enough
to give an idea of the infensity of
religlous life that he has kindled in
the portion of the vineyard entrust-

od to his care; the impression is
ftly completed Ly a visit to his
church on Sdbday afternoon, when

parish worls js in full swing, and the
different  ‘‘patronages”  and men’s
clubs open wide their hospitable doors.
Besides the confraternities and, as-
sociations that exist in every parish,
in honor of the Blessed Sacrament, of
the Blessed Virgin, of the Holy Fa-
mily, for a good death, ' for Chris-
tain mothers, for the relief of the
souls in pungatory, ete., etc., the
cure has established a confraternity
of ““Our Lady of Labor,”” under whose
Patronage the church is placed. The
object of this conf‘eternity; which
demands no subscription of its mem-
'beu, but only an ‘‘Ave’’ torbe re-
cited daily, is to promote the: uniom,
the spiritual improvement, sand even
the temporal peace and happiness of
workers of all classes. He, has
spared no pains to convince

the “‘patronages’
of  the aspirations
every evering lectures,
“!:;‘:ltoru'y. artistic
ntific ts are givén t,
members, as well as lessons y
dern languages and in music,
The club for grown-up men is

in

| other jnstitution that is deserv
| Popular at Plaisance; so 1s g

ciation for rallway clerks and
men; a savings bank; two “dispe
k-,” whose medical advice and
medies are freely given away tq
who like to ask for them; g

w
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> developm
i youth is so keen,
the devoted priesty
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tariat du peuple’’—literary the Peg.

ple’s Office—where, once a wook,

lawyer, as competent as he is char:
table, receives all those why, wish to
consult him. Tn pure kindness, he
gives the poor legal advice they so
often need and which they would
otherwise obtain only with d)ﬂ'}vulty

and at a cost of heavy expense:

Sunday, when he gives his audiences,

his waiting-room is never empty,
- - -

Ther, besides these organized w
of which time and space forbids

on

orks

ug
to give more than g bLrief Summary,
there are many others, less publie
and no less useful. There arc for
instance, the devoted women whose
mission is to ascertain that the
children horn in the parish are duly
baptized. Of late years the ‘propor-
tion of unbaptized children in the
suburbs of Paris has increased in g

truly alarming manner, and we

our.

selves have often come across familieg

where, from their parents’ neglige
igrorance, or hostility, children

*nee,

of
ten and twelve have grown up with-
out receiving baptism. To counter-
act this evil the helpers, whose ser-
vices. the cure of Plaisance has en-
Issted, go from time to time to the
“Mairie’”” and carefully note down

the names and directions of the chil-

dren newly born at Plaisance;
compare these notes with the ha
mal registers that are kept at

they
ptis-
the

church, and if they discover, as it
often hapens, that some of the ha-
bies have not been made Christians,
they visit the mothers, and generally
by persuasion and kindness, succeed
in repairing the omission. These
visits have the advantage of bring-
ing the charitgble ladies in touch

with the hard-working motl

hers,

whose gratitude is quickly awakened
by any proofs of disinterested kind-

ness.
A lady, to whom Plitisance,
she has made her home, owes a1

W

vhere
arge

debt of gratitude, has.found another
means of benefitting her poor neigh-

bors; she giveg out needlework t

o be

done by women who are anxious to

earn money, but are unable to I
their familles; this work is done

cave
at

home, and is paid for more generous-

ly tham by any of the large
shops. £
The different ‘institutions that
sprung up around the priest’s h
at Plaisance,

Paris

have
ouse

the easy and cordial

dealings of the missionaries with the

people among whom they live,
.done wonders in dispelling the

has
pre-

judices that the anuti-religious papers
so carefully entertain in the minds of

the lower orders.

The Abbe Soulange-Bodin has brave-
ly faced the fact thiat the men of the
Paris ““faubourgs’’ no longer come to
church; therefore that if the priest is
to meet them, it must be outside the

precincts of the parish church.
loses no opportunity of coming

He
into

touch with the members of his flock,

either at publie meetings, in

the

streets, in all matters that conceld

their material interests as well
their spiritual welfare. He has

a8
suc-

ceeded in convincing them that Qod's
minister is also the people’s friend,
interested in their joys and sorrows,

solicitous for their happiness
well being; ‘that in helping them
bear ‘their daily bu;‘d‘en of care
SOITOW,
the duties of his calling,
also following the dictates of
heart. AN

More than this is  necessary

and
to
and

he is  not merely fulfilling
Hut ho is

his

, Do

dotibt, to make the men of Plaisance

practical Catholies; but there
afnong them a steady progress,

 the large church that rises in
x the busy suburb is

is
and
the
now
an®

- dmgrunﬁoldwtk

fathers. ' :
The Catholics of that peri
timid race, depending for
3 ce on what they cou
| _in the bleak little chapels, v
" pended for the privilege of
istence on the em’oassies of
cour '5—French, ~ Austrian,
gpanish. It was frequentl;
one might say with bated
some respectable elderly ma
ing an old-fashiomed gloon
ihat there was a Roman Cai
that Roman Catholics liv
and the passers by would pe
the heavy iron gates with in
riosity, wondering and specu
to the strange, mysterious ri
nd doubt went on between |
of the gloomy-looking build
Daily Mass was of such i
occwrrence  as  to be almo
known until Cardinal Wisen
established it. The priest
himself like a parsom, where
day the parson has ddopte
garh of a priest. Only am
affectionate poor—the Cathe
—was he known as ‘‘Father’
rest of the world he was pl
There was but little interco
tween Catholics and Protest
some respects, however, . thi
of affairs was not without i
tages: Catholics married |
only; there was deep revere
all things spiritual; there w
ly 'a Catholic family of in
that did not furnish g pries
Church in each generation.
Low-necked dresses were t
heard of at Catholic partie
waltz unknown.
young men danced only with
girls, because to them their
tance was strictly confined.
the devout, it would have %
sidered very unbecoming t
church in anything but the
bonnet. It was a time of ‘)
ing and high thinking,”’ suc}
never likely to return agai)
after the passage of that sc
perhaps bloodless, put more
bloody, revolution which,
may be its injustices, horre
atrocities, will winnow the
from the chaff, the false fre
true; till, after the days of
tion are passed, o new or
arise on the ruins of the ol
Christ shall come to His ow
But there was culture and
in those earlier days of th
teenth century; erudtte C
bard-hitting  controversialf
perhaps have not received tk
of credit for the part their
Played in the inception of 1
Oxford movement,
There was Dr, John Milne
* champion of the Church fro
1826; antiquary as well as ¢
sialist; strong, clear, judici
urcompromising, yet of the
child-like piety; the pioneer
land of that close devotion
2od heart to the Holy See
Some called Ultramontane.
also the earliest advocate
land of the now universal
to the Sacred Heart of Jes
18 at the hack of o little st
0ld Oscott, College g circular
glass window, plaged there
% which js' portrayed an ir
the Sacred Heart.
There
Apostoli:' as ?r;hewush, 1>
e o Midland
st. Ome:mory carried him )
the excea,seWhm o bl oy
tion, eip Bthot thy Wearioh
Some of hfs It dobeiiy' it
ellow-students,
n?:f:)e:ns Bishop Briggs,
0 said that he was
:"’:::: &::“iel;ttcior N mar
? » meek, an
worl o breathing an und
ke ot e
be got, 'bagmn‘ i
& on 'e;e.n.:itv“,"‘ e
1 ere was ;utl Dr. l
Roire, thay, whome';‘:cg ",ﬁl
Interest : ;
ng figurea.
a3 remarkable,  Besides
Ly read in ghe law,
8ant gng
Soversialist, g
- spgqker,
A There was Dr, O
o ik Well Oy
Chnist g g, +»
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was




