John Crawford, proprietor of a
“large jewellery establishment in the
. heart of London, sat in his private

office pondering over tne contents of

& Jetter he had recently received. 1ts
perusal had produced many a visible
change on his mobile countenance.
Leaning his right arm on his desk,
he brushed the steel gray hair from
his prominent forehead, while his
keen dark eyes wandered restlessly
about as if to say : “Why did I part
with that man ? I might have known
there was some mistale.’”

Until three years previously, John
Crawford and his brother Charles
bad been partners in business, when
the health of the latter began to
fail perceptibly. He was advised by
his physicians to leave London with-
out delay, and seek a warm southern
climate, where a prolonged sojourn
might eventually restore him to his
former strength. The thought of s>p-
aration was painful to Loth; for
they were alone in the world with the
exception of a distant relative i Los
Angeles, California. To him Charles
wrote a lengthy letter stating his
case. He received a prompt reply
from his cousin, bidding him welcome
to his home, besides assuring him
that the climate of Los Angeles had
worked wonders for many affected as
he was. John Crawford as well as
Frank Ross, the manager of the firm,
accompanied him to Liverpool whence
be sailed for his destination. Letters
came regularly with sanguine reports
of the sick man’s condition.

Charles had been some time
before John perceived that a consider-
able sum of money had gone wrong.
Investigation proved useless in solv-
ing the difficulty., Dark days were
evidently in store ,or the manager;
for finding no clue to the culprit,
gvidently in store for the manager,
deficiency in funds rested with him,
In due time he received his dismissal
notice after ten years of faithful ser-
vice. Such an imputation as that of
dishonesty cast a baneful shadow
over his otherwise irreproacnanle
character.

A few short weeks, and then came
the startling intelligence that Franle
was about to leave for the TUnited
States, his apparent guilt
would not prove a barrier to his suc-
cess. He bade his widowed mother
and only sister an affectionate fare-
well, promising that as soon as he
was fortunate enough to secure” a
lucrative position, ne would provide
them with a home in the land of the
free. More than two years elapsed,
and no invitation was forthcomihg.
Occasionally a letter arrived— at
times rather depressing, and again a
little more encouraging. So far
success had not crowned his efforts.

Mrs. Ross and Evelyn had partaken
©f their evening meal at the .close
of a warm May day. Both seemed
46 be in a somewhat contemplative
mood.

“Mother,” said Evelyn in a  dis-
heartened tone of voice, ‘‘do you
think Frank will ever be in a posi-
tion to send for us? If we ate to
judge by the géneral tenor of his let-
ters,he will scarcely realize his ex-
pectations.” i

“Jt does seem hard,”’ answered her
mother, ‘‘to be parted from him
for such a length of time. We must,
however, be patient; and perhaps,
when we least expect, it will be our
good fortune to participate in that
long wished for reunion—"'

““Oh ! mother,” interrupted Evelyn,
*I hear a footstep on the walk. Who
can be so kind as to favor us witha
wisit ?”’

So saying, she rose to satisfy her
curiosity. g

““Good evening, Miss Ross, My pre-
sence here will likely be a surprise

to you. Is your mother at home ?"

“Yes,” Mr. Crawford, mother is at
“home,”’ answered Evelyn graciously,
though not without restraint,

“I trust, Mrs. Ross, I did not call
at an inopportune time,’’ said he,
extending his hand as Evelyn ushered
%him into ber mother’s presence.

. “Pray be seated,” responded Mrs.

Ross coldly, the memory of her son’'s
injuries flashing across her mingd.

- “It may look like presumption on
my part to come here, Mrs. Ross;
however, 1 have some interesting in-
formation to impart to you, if you
«can spare me a few moments."”

' “If the information concerns my
son, 1 shall hear you; otherwise you
will scarcely succeed in interesting
me.”’ |

““Precisely as you suppose. A few
days ago, I received a letter from

away

where

", my brother Charles. Humilating as

Los Angeles, April 24, 18—

My dear John:

By the time this 'letter reaches you
I shall more than likely have passed
away, My health for some months
back has been anything but good.
Just as I feared, my recovery was
but temporary. My strength is cer-
tainly waming; so much so that I
can scarcegly last much longer. Before
I die, I have a duty to perform— a
confession to make. Only last week,
Frank Ross passed through this city
on g business trip, and called on me.
Great was my surprise to learn of
the state of affairs existing between
you. Strange to say, you never al-
luded to the subject when writing, I
would not die happy knowing that
the imputation of dishonesty rested
on him through my fault. Yes John,
your own brother is wne culprit, and
not Frank as you supposed. Some
time back I conferred a favor om him
for which he considered himself deep-
ly indebted. Rather than depreciate
me in your estimation, he suffered
the blame, all the while knowing that
I was the guilty party. The small-
est recompense I can offer him is to
reinstate him in your favor. Then
vou, dear brother, will do the rest.

1 trust I do not ask in vain
pardon. My crime, I admit, is great;
vet lmowing as you do the weakness

for

of human nature, T feel confident you
will not refuse the request of
Your dying brother,
Charlie.

“May I hope for your forgiveness,
Mrs. Ross ?"’ asked Mr.
ter for me to forget that my only

‘“Mr. Crawford, it is no easy mat-
ter for me to forget that my ohly
son has been grievously wronged.’’

“I knew it would come out all
right,”” said Evelyn, turning to her
“It has been my firm belier
all along that Frank was too consci-
entious to stoop to so base an act.”

““He is a lucky man,” answered Mr
Crawford, ‘‘to have a worthy mother
and devoted sister to plead his
causes’’

‘“Mr. Crawford,” said Mrs. Ross,
““I hope you will never experience the
pangs we have suffered since Frank's

Crawford af-

mother.

good name has been at stake. You
have, however, made the advance to-
ward reconciliation, and it is but
right we should do our part. Here

is my hand in the matter.**

“I am about to start for Los An-
geles,’’ continued Mr. Crawford. “I
may possibly reach there before my
brother dies. His sickness, as you
lmow, may not carry him off as
quickly as he imagines. If you will
favor me with Frank’s address, 1
will hunt him up regardless of im-
convenience. TUntil I shall have made
amends to him, I will never rest sa-
tisfied.”

““When we last heard from him, a
week ago,”” answered Mrs. Ross, ‘‘he
was stopping at 2240 Wabash Ave-
nue, Chicago.'”

“Thank you. Now I shall not de-
tain you longer. I shall be obliged
to start early to-morrow for Liver-
pool, in order to sail by the next

steamer. I must bid you both good
bye. You shall, however, hear from
me again.”’

“Good bye, Mr. Crawford,’’ answer-

ed mother and daughter, ‘‘A safe
journey.””
. - -
Glancing over the London Times

about p month later, Evelyn came
across the following item, which she
read aloud :

““Mr. Charles Crawford, formerly of
this city, died recently in Los An-
geles. He had been suffering  some
time from tuberculosis. A few
years ago he went to California in
the hope of recuperating. For a time
he rallied, but eventually succumbed
to the disease. His brother John, a
prominent jeweller of this city, was
with him at the time of his death.
His remains were interred in the fa-
mily lot of a relative with whom he
lived during his sojourn in Los Ange-
les.” $

“I am glad,”” said Mrs. Ross, “‘that
Mr. Crawford arrived before his bro-
ther died. I wonder if he has yet
come across Frank ?'’

The words were scarcely uttered
when a familiar voice sounded on
her ears. ‘‘All is  well that ends
well, don’t you think so, mother?”
She had not time to realize her posi-
tion when she was in Frank’s arms,
almost overcome with joy. When all
three had recovered from the shock
of the first meeting, Mrs. Ross took
'Frank’s hands in hers, and said: ‘Do
sit down, and tell us all aboiit your-

self and yogr enterprises since ' you |

expression in her

sented a charming picture as

drank in every word that fell

her brother’s lips. Her mother’s face
usually colorless and calm of feature,
never appeared more interesting, It
seemed to light up with a radiant
glow, caused by the pleasure she
experienced in listening to her son’s
recital, Frank concluded by saying:
““Mother, you will be astonished to
learn that I have acceptea an offer
of partnership from Mr. Crawford.
The firm will henceforth be lmown as
‘Crawford & Ross,” "

‘““Wonders will never cease,”’
all she said in response, while she
kept her gaze steadfastly fixed on
him. She could scarcely believe that
such a reconciliation could be effected
between two men who had parted at
enmity.

At the Ross homestead Mr. Craw-
ford . became a constant visitor.
Frank was not slow to discover that
he was not the sole source of attrac-
tion. Very soon Mr. Crawford’s calls
meant an exchange of glances between
mother and son—glances which might
be interpreted to Evelyn's advantage.

A day when Evelyn Ross
changed her name for that of Craw-
ford. On the happy occasion, no
trace of suffering was visible on her
fair countenance, though she had eu-
dured much while Frank's honor was
at stake. His exoneration was suffi-
cient to compensate for all the men-
tal anguish she experienced during
that crucial Shortly aflter
her marriage, she,had occasion to
call one day at the office of Crawiord
& Ross. She arrived in time to hear
the her
devoted husband to his partner, her
brother : ‘““My admiration for her
dates back to the evening when she
so nobly acted as your champion.”

Stepping in between them, she said
playfully : “It was always my
conviction that TFrank’s honesty
would bring its own reward, yet it

was

came

period.

following remark made by

firm

never occurred to me that the
ward would be of a two-fold nature.’
14, 1904.

Montreal, April

CURIOUS WILLS

A case which will involve  some
legal points for the consideration of
members of the Bar and Bench of
Portland, Me., is described as fol-
lows by an American journal :

Some weeks ago . Mrs. Elizapeth
Bibber, widow of Capt. Albert P,
Bibber, died at her residence at the
Falmouth ‘‘Foreside,”” and the next
day Capt. William Griffin, her friend
during more than 50 eventful years,
followed her, and there was a double
funeral, Capt. Griffin was at the
point of death Dbefore the death of
Mrs, Bibjber, but that event doubt-
less hastened it. Mrs. Bibber was
72 and Capt. Griffin about 67

Born in Bristol, Me., Mrs. Bibber
left her home while a girl of 13
and obtained work in the Bibber clam
house, on Mill creek, in Falmouth. A
year later, while oniy 14, she mar-
ried Albert P. Bivber, a young man
of 21. She looked, so old people
say, much older than 14, and would
have passed for 20.

The youthful couple worked hard,
and saved their money. After they
set up housekeeping William Griffin,
then a boy, secured work in the clam
house and lived with the Bibbers.
They became fast friends, and  their
friendship lasted auring their lives,
and led to a strange sort of a co-
partnership, and to the formation of
a firm destined to operate in all
quarters of the globe.

Alpert P. Bibber had been a sailor
and after his marriage went to sea
years, taking Mrs. Bitiber
and the boy, William Griffin, with
him. The latter became mate, and
served in that capacity for some time
Later he became a master mariner,
but fell back to his old place as
chief mate whenever he sailed = with
Capt. Bibber. (.

The three continued fast friends and
at last clubbed their money and
built a fine schooner. Capt. Bibber

for some

the world, and were always willing
to take g freight. no matter where
to. They speculated and made mo-
ney rapidly. They bought then for
$50 a piece of land now worth fully
$15,000, and still a part of the es-
tate.

After many years of life at sea,
Capt. Bibber retired, having built a
nice house at a cost of about $10,000

few years ago. i
Capt. Griffin followed~the sea for

commanded her. Capt. Grifin was
mate, and Mrs. Bibber went -withj
them. :

They straded in every part of

There he lived until his death a
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City Ticket Office, 137 St. James street
Montreal, or Bonaventiure Station,
Telephones, Main 460 and 461.

CAN YOU IMAGINE

A More Delightful Trip
than to St. Louis, Mo.,
during the World’s Fair.

VIA — -

CANADIAN
E PACIFIC

Through Trains. Finest equip*
mert. Low rates, Everything
to make you comfortable.
A5 BTN
City Ticket and Telegraph Office,
120 ST JAMES STRERT,
Next Post Office.

tinued to live in the pretty and al-
most stately house. Mrs. Bibber
aged rapidly after the death ol Capt.
Bibber and grew very feeble. Capt.
Griffin, who had always regarded her
as his nearest friend, took care of
her.

The poor thealth of Mrs. Bibber
forced her to remain at home, and
Capt. Griffin led a very secluded life,
seldom visiting Portland. He was a
good talker when he became interest-
ed in a subject, but he had few
friends and no intimates. For some
time previous to his death his health
was not good.

Capt. Bibber. left his estate to his
wife, and Capt. Griffin and Mrs. Bib-
ber made wills, giving to cach other
a life interest in the entire estate.
Mrs. Bibber provided that if Capt.
Griffin survived her the estate should
g0 to him during his life, he to be
free to use it as hen saw fit, but
that on his death the remainder
should go to the worthy poor of her
native town of Bristol.

In his will Capt. Griffin gave his
property, under similar conditions, to
Mrs. Bibber during her life, what-
ever might be left at her death _to
go to a local cemetery. Capt. Grif-
fin had a life interest in the estate of
Mrs. Bibber less than 24 hours.

It has been understood in 'rather a
vague way that Mrs. Bibber was not
on good terms with her family, be-
cause of some trouble growing out of
the distribution of the estate of her
father. Capt. Griffin never showed
the least inferest in his relatives, and
only cared, as far as could be seen,
for the Bibbers. Neither Capt. Bib-
ber, Capt. Griffin nor Mrs. Bibber
ever made any special friends among
their townspeople.

There is as yet no sigm that the
will of Mrs. Bibber is to be contested
b\lxt it is understood that there will be
a fight over the will of Capt. Griffin,
Harry F. R. Dolan, a Boston attor-
ney, representing Caleb Griffin, a bro-
ther of Capt. Griffin, has entered an
appearance in the Court of Probate,
and came here this week to investi-
gate the matter. He retained Hon.
J. W. Symonds, and there is every
indication of a big legal battle
ahead. The estate is represented by
Benjamin Thompson, attorney and
administrator.

Capt. Griffin addad a codicil to his
will the day before his death. He
was unable to sign, but laid a dy-
‘ing hand on that of one of the per-
sons in the room at the time.

The value of his estate is said to
exceed $50,000.
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FAMOUS ALL OVER CANADA.

BOYS’ SUITS FOR

Parents who have boys about to

ceremonies, and would like to see them neatly, comfortably
clothed for the occasion, should consult our Boys’ Clothing Departmen,
excellent range of Suits is ready: Best cloth, best linings, ;

finish. ‘1 hese are the attributes that dis
Here's the price list—

BOYY 2-PIECE COMMUNION SUIT of Black Venetian Cloth, late
lined farmer’s satin, neatly pleated in front, round collar or

lapeis ....oons
BOYS' 3-.PIECE FIRST COMMU

FIRST COMMUNI)

participate in this most importan; of ot
and properly

fa
it clof best sewiye
tinguish THE CARSLEY cf&?ﬁ’l?g

St style

ennnnnna . $3.35 to $7
NION SUITS of Fine Black \'eneo(ig

Cloth, sacque style, lined farmer’s satin, silk sewn finish and workmap,

ship equal to made-to-order suits.

Special prices—

$4,75, $6.60, %7.59

MEN'S SPRING SUITS,OVERCOATS & PANTS

Styles that are Intended for Wall Dressed Men.

This is a broadiand comprehensive stock of Men’s Clothing,
rich just now in well tailored garments, suitable for Spring wear,
styles, that will appeal to men and young men particular about t}

Details :

MEN’S SPRING PANTS, West of
colors, best fitting, best finish,

MEN'’S NEW SPRING TWEED SUITS, light and dark gray English,
sacque style, farmer's satin lined, silk sewn, cut and finish

equals Made-to Order Suits.
MEN’S SPRING OVERCOATS, Fa

particu ar|

nguished
eir dresg

England Tweed, dark or light
jatesticutaialil, $3 25
'l'\\'eed,

$16.50, $18.09

wn Covert Cloth, Italian lining,

all silk sewn, smart cut, latest style, a well finished Coat,

$9.50, $10.50

Spring Coats

and Costumes

Charming Styles—Moderately Priced.

So priced as to secure prompt and vigorous importation to comy

satisfactory purchase.,

let
Jelea

NEW SPRING COAT, a very stylish semi-fitting garment, in mixed blue ang
and gray cloth, with contrasting color facings, double epaul and
bretelles, inside front trimmed oriental braid, mentone sleeve
and new cuff, a MopkL SeriNG Coat. Special price -$11.66

NEW SPRING COSTUME—A Model Costume, in rich black homesyy,
deep tucked Skirt, neatly trimmed with black and’ white braid L;',;g,;{
is cut bolero style, with deep military cape, a beautiful Costume -
of distinguished appearance............ & $11.50

Two Ready-to-Wear Hats

That Will Cause Sensational Selling.
At $2.20—A Ready-to-Wear Hat, with crown of mohair and brim of chifion
side trimming of neat mohair ornament and golden strap over

CIOWIl.vaseessvane sossns “asesn eeiemseTassies iseraseeas ssesiienees s $2.90
At $3.75—A White Chip Hat, large flare shape, with rolling biim, hand.
somely trimmed with white satin rosettes, black trimmed with
gold OrNAMENtS..covrieuesrmessinnrnnnnsasins evennannannennnn . §3,75
L% 2 5 0 S 0 g - - csssasaes
THE
8. CARSLEY Co.
LIMITED

1765 to 1788 Notre Dame Street, | 84 St. James Street Montreal

CARPETS.

Our SPRING GOODS have all arrived.|

This Season’s Carpets and Floor Co
to designs and artistic colourings.

See our magnificent range in Axmin

verings surpass those of former years as

rs, Wilton and Brussels Carpets.

Our Curtain and Brapery Department is stocked up with all new novelties

of the season. Ordzr early and avoid

THOMAS LIGGET,

the usual Spring Rush.

BEMPIRE BUILDING
12474 and 2476
ST. CATHERINE STREE!

last, The Infanta Isabella, Eulalie
and Marie, her daughters, were
her bedside at the last moment. She
was grandmother of the present King
of Spain. | She was in her seventy-
fourth year, being born in 1880.
She was the eldest daughter of Ferdi-
nand VII. of Spain, and was born
in Madrid on the 10th October, 1830
In 1846 she married Don Francis
D’Assisi, who died at Epinay, in
France, Apnil 17th; 1902. She 'and
her husband were expelled rrom Bpain
as a result of the revolution of 1868.
Her abdication of the throne was
made from Paris, on the 25th Juhe,
1870. She resigned in favor of her
son, the late King Alphonso XIIL,
who was father of the present King.
About a year ago the ex-Queen ex-
pressed a desire to visit her grandson
King Alfonso, but the Queen mother
informed her that if she came to
Madrid she would not be received at
Court nor allowed to live in the pa-
lace, giving as her reason that she
wished to keep Alfonso in ignorance,
as much as possible, of his grandmc

ther’s past life. She was certainly
the innocent victim of an unfortuna

marriage, st 1 ;
that no matter how her marriage

set the plans of statesmen, she was.

E-QUEER IELL D, |

by

the Church of St. Pierre, Paris, ad-
ministered to her the last Sacra-
ments of the Church, of which, i
life, through good or ill fortune, sk
had been a faithful and exemplary
child,

HOW FORTUNES ARE L0OSI=

Some weeks ago the following des:
pateh was published in the New York
Herald :

A real sensation has been caused
at | Westminster itself, however, by a8
article which appears in the currest
issue of Truth referring to the 1t
Mr. Drouker, Conservative membet
for Northampton in the late Parliss
ment.

Mr. Laboucherc says that a shos
time before he entered Parliament be:
inherited a fortune of about §1,250°
000, He'lost it all during the 4"
years he was a member. Mr. Labou
chere produces the statement of ‘H'
C. BM, Tory" representati®
for Hast Finsoury, who declarcd th
Mr, Drucker's losses were due to P
who were his Parliamentary cob

‘scon and heard the I8
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