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every parish throughout this
on Good Friday last the im-
ve and soul-inspiring Offices,
a ceremony of venerating the
Oross, were held, and the lesson of

Saddest of all the sac events in
the story of Christianity was dwelt
upon in our pulpits. At St. Patrick’s
Church in the morning thousands of
men, women and children assisted at
‘the Holy Offices, and in the evening
when Rev, M. J. McKenna preached,

" the sacred edifice was thronged to

the doors.

Father McKenna is young in years

in the priesthood, but is o}d in his
_pulpit utterances were we to judge
him, not by his age, but by the ef-
fect of his voice, the order of  his
thought, the purity of his diction
and the simplicity of his earnest-
ness.
His voice is one of those musical
ones which are capable of great
depths of sympathetic feeling, or as
it might be termed, supPressed emo-
tion. It has that undescribable char-
acter of seeming to carry conviction
by its very resonance, and with all
this it has the support of a natural
elocutionary gift. His text was:—
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““And bowing His head,
He gave up the ghost."
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Words from the Passion of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, according to St.
John.

It is no ordinary, no commonplace
affair that brings me here to-night.
My errand is one of sadness. I have
come to you with sorrowful news, a
messenger of mournful tidings. I am
here to unfold for you, a sad, sad
story. And, oh! it is a doleful 'tale
to tell. How to begin or where, 1
am at a loss to know, so pathetic,
®o pitiable, is it all. Yet, Chtis-
tian friends, it is my duty to per-
¥orm, and no feelings of mine or
-yours shall stand in the way.

To-day at three o'clock the Light
~Supreme of Life Divine went out. To-
*night we are left alone in darkness.
‘Gaze upon cur Altar, the Altar of
Him, of that extinguished Light Di-
"vine, that Altar we used to love to
dook upon, and which ever seemed 8o
‘cheerful and so hopeful to us; be-
‘hold: it is paked, it is bare and
‘cheerless, and there is no light there
mow, no life, no love, no sacrifice.
-And lo! the tabernacle, the taber-
'nacle which was our only consola-
tion, our only earthly hope, the
erstwhile residence of Him, the King
of Kings, that little heaven where
used to reign in all the majesty of
‘His Eucharistic throne, our Euchar-
istic King, the Christ Himself, sur-
rounded as He was by His myriad
‘adoring angels,—look, that too is
cold and’ empty. He is no longer
‘there. They have stolen Him rmom
us. They have dragged our loved
one away. They have crucified Him.
They have nailed Him, brethren,
nailed our Jesus, hand and foot to
‘the bloody wood. They have killed
Him. He is dead!

- And so, to-night, the saddest night
“of all the year, yet be it saic, and
well for us ’tis so, a night se full
of hope, we are here assembled to
mourn anew the loss of one who was
to us both friend and father,—ah!
yes, inceed, #host kind, and tried and
true, our own, our l(znd and loving
: , the crucified Son of God.
to-night, in.commemoration of
‘memorable ¥riday of the lomg
gm Church of God throughout
endom, grief-stricken as
oppreseed. with many an un-
‘sorrow and with gloom, beck-
- children, of every race and

view the,openiné ac qi M

scenes of that Last Supper. the in-
stitution of the Eucharist, the tre-
mors of the Apostles as they were
told that one of them would betray
the Lord and Master. The abject
cringing of the loathsome Iscariot,
on that memorable occasion — even
with his crime half accomplished,
was also Gwelt upon., And the Mas-
ter spoke not in anger, but in mer-
cy. He was leaving to his disciples
and their successors the last remsm-
brance of Him upon earth. He was
leaving them the Bread of Life to
the end of time. He was oppressed
by the weight of the world’s sins,
and he was about to die in atone-
ment, but His every word*was mer-
¢y and His last bequest was the

Eucharist, the sacrament of tran-
scendent love.
The preacher next touched upon

the sad scenes in the Garden, where,
overpowered with the weight of our
transgressions, Jesus fell prostrate
on the earth and tn anguish of soul
cried to the Father in Heaven to let
the chalice pass from Him if it were
possible. And in Hi§ agony He
sweat blood, Meanwhile the disciples
slept. For not one short hour could
they watch and pray, not even after
being partakers of the first Euchar-
ist, Christ, the sinless, spotless one,
loaded with the burden of .our sins,
prone on the earth in anguish, while
traitorous feet circled around His
Divine person ready to lay wviolent
hands on Him, to insult, to jibe,
to bind, to torture the Son of God.
And still poor weak humanity slept.
L Still all was mercy, even to the un-
utterable renegade who polluted the
sacred lips with a kiss of peace.
Mercy to the soldier, whom Peter
had smitten with his sword; mercy
to Peter, who, in a few hours, would
deny his Master to a maid servant;
mercy to all; mercy universal.
Man’s inhumanity, man’s blooé~
thirstiness and man’s craveness were
the lessons evolved from the scenes
enacted in the so-called halls of jus-
tice in Jerusalem where Our Lord
was submitted to the most fiendish

persecution. In words of denuncia-
tion of those scenes, 'which rang
throughout the sacred edifice, Fa-

ther McKenna closed with a s&cath-
ing impeachment of the Roman Gov-
ernor, Pontius Pilatus had stultifiec
himself; he admitted he could find
no cause, but his time—serving heart
would not let him set free the inno-
cent Jesus; and this man thought he
could wash his hands clean of the
blood of the Christ.

The scene is again changed {o Cal-
vary’s tragic heights. After dwelling
upon the cruelties of the crucifixion
—the clash of spears of the soldiers, .
the shouts of\ derision and cries of
fury of the ca.\ious populace, Fa-
ther McKenna, with a pathys that
was tender and heart-clearing, pic-
tured the two-fold lesson of filial
and maternal affection which He on
the gibbet and His Immaculate Mo-
ther at its foot gave to the wuiid,
and which has heen the theme of Lis-
torian, poet and preacher down
through all the centuries, Then Le
proceeded th address a plea of sup-
plication to his auditors to avail
themselves of the opportunity af-
forded them to share in the bounti-
ful graces of the day of resurresction,’
as follows:—

Behold Him dead upon the road,
dead for love of souls, dead that we
might never die. Oh, brethrem, it is
a terrible sight to look upon the
cross and recall the price of our sal-
vation. A God suffering, a God
bleeding, a God groaning, a God dy-
ing, a God dead, and for what” Ior
sin, and sin alone. Yes, God though
he was, and sinless, yet it was sin
alone that killed Him, th, sinner,
sinner, what have you done? Be-
hold the foul and bloody work of
your murderous hands, Let your
eye rest upon the cross and tell me,
is not your soul stung with remose
at the sight of its dead victim. And
you, you have caused it all. Yes,
your sins have wrought that Licody |

wicked words and deeds, you have
i 3 sol-
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beginning  with the supper room in |
| Jerusalem. He described vividly the

crime. By your evil thought, your|gavg
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I am afraid you are, I speak for you
alone, do not I beseéch you, I in-
treat you, I implore you, yes, ' in
God’s name, I beg of you for the
sake of your poor immortal soul,
which shall soon appear before the
terrible tribunal of Eternal Justice,
do not in the name of Him who died
for you trample under foot His pre-
cious blood. Remember that divine
blood was shed for your salvation.
There is no other stream that ca
cleanse you. 2

If there be a confessional left in
the entire world, seek it. If there
remain alive a single priest who is
able to raise over you his hand to
impart the God-given power of ab-
solution, go to him, go in the name
of the Crucified God, go and re-
turn love for love—go, and confess
your sins, become rid of the burden
that weighs you down, so that when
the Sun of Easter morning shall ap-
pear in the Heavens, your souls may
rise with the risen Christ, come
forth from the grave of sin, and live
on forever after throughout this
earthly pilgrimage an uninterrupted
life of grace, which by its glorious
light and shining, will lead you
straightway from your bed of death
into the radiant and immortal pre-
sence of your Crucified King, into
the eternal mansions.of His Heaven-
ly Jerusalem, up there whare sirang
the all-merciful God, we shall
all meet, and that ere long,
to enjoy during the endless dawn of
an eternal Easter morning the con-
summate bliss, the rapturous vision
of His divine face forever more, for-
ever more.

(By One Who Made the Mission.)
©

Bathed in floods of blessed sun-’
shine, happy in the harmony of joy-
ous sounds, beautified by nature’s
sweetest flowers, and elevated by the
spirit of divine reverence, Faster has
been among us for a day, and has
passed into memory for a year.
True, only a day. The time for re-
joicing seems brief when we consider
that the creation of the world occu-
pied seven days and its redemption
thirty-three years; but Sunday was
the Day of the Fulfilment. The sable
blackness, which had o’erpalled a
wicked world after crucifying its
Maker and Redeemer, was raised
from the face of the earth. The in-
ternal convulsions, which had rocked
mountains and rent the veil, were
stilled. The last selsmic tremor had
passed away. The promise of the
prophet had been fulfilled, and the
work of redemption was completed.
At Christ’s birth glad tidings of
great joy were proclaimed by an-
gels; at His resurrection the glad
tidings were carried from the sera-
phic guardians of the tomb to the
disciples by the holy women; for the
new future had been opened to men,
and men now rejoiced, decking the
inward action of their souls with the
outward and visible signs of great
joy, so that all might know the
source of their happiness.

The music of many bells broke
clearly, the crisp morning air clari-
fying and giving distance to their
tones, and the sounds of mourning
were lost but to the memory ; the
self-sacrifices of Lent were over; men
tried to keep pace with nature, so
the pentitential garb was laid away
and gave place to new habiliments ;
music of love and thanksgiving was
audible everywhere; and visible every-
where were flowers that raised their
head® in willing tribute, the simpli-
city of the lily vieing with the mod-
esty of the violet and the blushing
of the rose.

At all the churches the floral dec-
orations and lighting were in excel-
lent harmony and good taste. In the
former the factor predominant was
the potted palm. They swayed
gently and bowed their graceful
leaves in harmony with the season
when Christ and His Holy Church
are all triumphant. , A

In keeping with the season in the
floral decoration the prevailing tone
wa® white: fEaster lilies are a
story, set in évhite, of Jesus’® love.”’
The chaste and stately lily had fit-
ting companions in the feathery
gpirea, the beautiful hydrangea and
the generous azalia. In many Cath-
olic churches there were large vases
of cut flowers, which made the air
redolent with their perfume, and fin
some the rose was much in evi-
dence. In all the Catholic churches
the lighting was paid much atten-
tion to, and the results were beauti-
the ‘‘True Witness”” was informed | ful. At High Mass the altars burst
that the various branches had | forth into a blaze of light almost
slightly increased their membership. | dazzling in its intensity, and it took
no great effort of the imagination to
| recall what must have happened to
the Roman soldiery when they were
stricken and stunned as the great
stone rolled away from the mouth
of the tomb and Christ’s glorified
body passed in their vision for an
instant, s

AT ST. PATRICK’S.— The sanc-
tuary and high altar in St. Pat-
rick’s Church were literally dazzling
in their effulgence of light. From the
communion rail to the foot of the
latest is in connection with a greai altar were tastefully arranged my-
artistic work just completed hy a riad lamps intermingled with splen-,
Jesuit. The statement is o the cf- | 919 8pecimens of the lily and the
fect that the faculty and stud ot h spirea, while graceful pal-
St. John's College, at Fordhaw, X, | ®ttos fanked the whole. The ar-
Y., decided to have the ceiling of | F20gement of the lights and flowers
their- ‘chapel artistically decorated, % the altar itself might be called a
SIE AR s By kb e A ST Icggfocuon in decoration, so harmo-
completed. Tt was done by Brother | PIOUS and pleasing to the eye was it.
Francis C. Schroen, 8.J. ‘The report | Those Who looked after the beautify-

? . 4 ing of St. Patrick’s have every rea~

Grand Coancil C. M.B.A.

The Board of Trustees of the
Grand Council of the C.M.B.A. of
Canada held a session in this city
this week, when important appoint-
ments in connection with the admin-
istration were made and routine
business transacted.

The office of Grand Secreta.ry\ﬂmde
vacant by the death of the late Mr.
R. S. Brown, was filled by the ap-
pointment of Mr. John A. Murphy,
barrister of Cayuga, Ont. Mr,
George V. McInerny, barrister of St.
John, N.B., was elected to replace
the late Mr. P. J. O’Keefe of that
city on the Board.

Speaking to a member of the
Board of ’I‘rus-tees, a “True Witness”
representative learned that arrange-
‘ments had been made for the organ-
ization of branches of the Associa-
tion in British Columbia, and that
great progress had been made re-
cently in increasing the” membership
in the provinces down by the sea,
and also in the eastern section of
Ontario. Referring to our province,

A Jesnit Painter.

The other day we read of the great
Jesuit astronomer, who is on his
way to South Africa to superintend
the erection of an immense ohserva-
tory there; every day we read of
some . special work being performed
by some member of that Order. The

¥‘Brother Schroen is now f-)rty-ﬂv;;

their arrangement. ‘
chiefly of palms and lilies and fresh
flowering plants were placec before
the statues of Our Saviour and His
Blessed Mother. g
et
AT ST. Am?ty's the decora~
tions were in the miost tasteful style,
and while not perhaps as profuse as
in some of the other churches, lack-
ed nothing in the way of beauty.
There were the usual lilies and spi-
rea, and a plenitude of cut blooms
at the side altars and niches, which
raciated a delicious perfume.

TAT ST, BRIDGET'S,/ where Irish
Catholics of the East End, pending
the relbuilding of old St, Mary's,
are worshipping, much taste was dis-
played in the decoration of the al-
tars and the sanctuary. Gentle hands
and kindly hearts, left in abundance
striking evidence of their zeal in
decorating God’s House in this par-
ish.

Czar Nicholas’
Ukase.

(By a Regular Contributor.)

Not long since we had occasion to
treat briefly the subject of the fam-
ous decree of “liberty of worship *
recently issued by the Czar of Rus-
sia. We are perfectly willing to ad-
mit that we are at too great a dis-
tance from Russia to be able to ful-
ly or duly appreciate 'the meaning
and effect of that exceptional ukase,
But we know that, amongst other
things, it méans freecom of worship
and of the practice of their religion
for over twelve million of Catholics
within the bounds of the Russian
Empire. This is sufficient of. a
change, in itself, to warrant our de-
sire to learn more regarding the in-
ward workings of that vast national
and political institution, and to be
willing to grant to the ruler of Rus-
sia every merit which his acts have
deserved. We know that for reasons
of an international and political

character a certain section of Eu-
rope, especially central Europe, has
been only too glad to paint the

Czar and his system of government,
in hues that shock the more sensi-
tive’'s orbs of western civilization.
We, therefore, take, with pleasure
some extracts from a contribution,
signed ‘‘Ex-Attache,”” which recent-
ly appeared in the New York ‘“Tri-
bune.”” We cannot vouch for the ac-
curacy of this writer’s statements;
but on the face of it, the correspond-
ence seems to bear the impress of
sincerity and honesty.

We all know that Alexander III.,
the predecessor of the present Czar,
had the reputation of being an in-
tolerant tyrant. Yet his . secretary
was a Lutheran, and his bosom-
friend a Catholic priest. ‘ Ex-Atta-
che'’ tells us that “‘in an unfortun-
ate moment, Alexander III, appoint-
ed his old tutor, Pobiedonostseff, to
the post of Procurator-General of
the Holy Synod, knowing him to be
a man of the most sterling integ-
rity, with the idea that he would, as
the alter ego of the crown in gecle-
siastical matters, inaugurate an era
of greater diseipline among the cler-
gy, as well as introduce some ur-
gently needed reforms. The ' Pro-
curator-General, however, was a
man imbued with a fanaticism  in
matters of religion that was totally
out of keeping with the present age;
and this, together with his  deep
rooted devotion to the Czar, led him
not only to make use of his position
to foster the doctrine among - all.
classes of officialdom that 6&1;\:@9:,5
was tndls P hl "o 1 ral
that religious dissent
son, but also to exert all
thority as perhaps 1

| tial membet of

They conslsted |

‘All these various local parliaments

whﬂ. however, i5 ,
¢ der’ views and of more

mind than was hig fa-
il has enjoyed the advan.
tages of more extensive foreign tray.
ol‘thn had 8ver fallen to the 1o of
I#I Ppredecessor on the throne, apq
bdn: an  omniforoug Teader, hgg
been able to keep |himself abreast of
and in touch with foreign ideas and
with the spirit of the age.  Whil,
fully appreciating the integrity apq
the devotion of M. Pobiedonostseg
he entertained but little of Alexey.
der III.’s sympathy and affection for
the man, and after repeatedly pq.
monstrating with him as he has a¢
length asked for and received his re-
signation. And, in order that there
shall be no mistake, either at home
or abroad, about his complete dis-
approval of the Procurator-(}enural's
policy, he has issued this decree in
which, a!be.r having called attention
to the principles of religious toler-
ance laid down by the funcéamentay
laws of the Russian Empire,’ that ig
to say, thé laws established by Pe-
ter the Great and by Catherine the
Great, he demands ‘undeviating Qh:
servance’ thereof, and the assurance
‘to all our subjects of other reli-
gions (than the orthodox church),
an¢ to all foreign persuastons, {ree.
dom of cregd and of worship in gc.
cordance with their respective
rights.” This means that the 19.
000,000 - Roman Catholics, the 7.
000,000 Protestants, the 4,000,000
Jews and the 12,000,000 or more
dissenters of one kind and
in the European moiety of Russia
will be free to practise their reli-
gion without let or hindrance, angq
will be no longer persecuted
treated as disloyal and as rebels
merely because they refuse to join
the orthodox church and to regard
the Czar not alone as their tempor-
al ruler, but as their ecclesiastical
Pontifex Maximus.’’

Referring to the personal disposi-
tion and character of Nicholas, and
to the probability of the permanen-
cy of the reform inaugurated by him,
the writer says:—

‘“That Nicholas should have seloct-
ed precisely his father’s birthday for
the issue of this decree may be tak-
en to mean that he wished to bear
a public tribute to the fact that his
father, contrary to popular belief
both at home and abroad, was the
most tolerant of men in matters of
religion. He wished, in one word,
to dissociate Alexander III. from all
the religious persecutions carrfed on
in his name, and usually without his
knowledge or comsent, and, in one
word, to identify his predecessor on
the throne in the minds of the peo-
ple with one of the most notable
ukases that has ever been promul-
gated by any Autocrat of All the
Russias since the days of Peter the
Great. It may also be taken to
imply that the decree has the ap-
proval of his: mother, the widowed
Czarina, who, at any rate, as long
as Nicholas remains without a son
to inherit his crown, remains a pow-
er in the land—a power that has un-
till now been regarded as reaction-
ary by reason of the circumstance
that, passionately devoted to the
memory of her late husband, she is
believed to regard any = depariure
from his policy as impious.”

One more passage regarding the
Parliamentary system of Russie— if
we may so call it—is of great im-
portance, and casts a vivid light up-
on the situation. He says:—

‘“There are the contonal, or dis-
trict, assemblies, also elected, and
the Provincial Council, or zemstovs,
in which 64 per cent. of the votes
belong to the peasantry, 12 per cent
to the nobility, 4 per cent. to the
artisans, 5 per cent. to the clergy,
d 10 per cent. to the merchants.

another

and

are constituted by means of popular
electi d the zemstovs, which
ave large voice in the ad-
y in the

s imagine.
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liquidated.

The success attained b;
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The hockey section did
‘the league championship; ir
pointe¢ as they realized the
gequent upon the retiremen
team of two years ago, wa
and enthusiastic work., Th
tion of securing players wh
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years ago there was a lack
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achieve the same. measure
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«our organization.
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