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Canada’s Railway Commission.
FOUNDKn 1 Sr,a

the Farmer’s AdvocateL
m

and Home Magazine.
THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN THE 

DOMINION.

fa •
1 Special correspondance. )

I wo years have elapsed since t lie 
Railway Commission, established by Parliament, 
at the instance of the Dominion Government, en- 
tereri on its dut'ies.

in the early stage of the existence of the 

in the matter of establishing the new order of 
things, hut the Commissioners have proved men 
of energy, and it is surprising how much they 
have accomplished for the public in the com

paratively short time that has elapsed since the 
Railway Committee1 of the I’rixv Council 
place to the Hoard appointed under the Railway 
Act of I <>03.

direction, over the same line, is greater for n 

snorter than a longer distance, unless the< 'amulian ( oils
compel i - 

new
system freight tariffs are governed by a classifica
tion which the Hoard must approve, 
is to haw this classification uniform 
directed by the Hoard, railways have to place 
specified goods in any stated class, 
must be in such form and give such details as the 
Hoard requires

prfeirSï.
missioners are satisfied that, owing to 
t ion, it is expedient to do so. Under thePUBLISHED WEEKLY BY
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#R regulate and supervise the highways 
railway crossings, to regulate and supervise 
general construction of railways, 
si ruction and maintenance

er t «i. THE FARMERS ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE 
is published every Thursday. (5a issues per year. )

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties, handsomely 
illustrated with original engravings, and himishes the most 
practical, reliable and profitable information for farmers, dairy
men, gardeners, stockmen and home-makers, of any publication 
in Canada.

а. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, United States,
England, Ireland and Scotland, $1.50 per year, in advance ; $2.00 
when not paid in advance. All other countries. 12s.

S* ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 20 cents per line 
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4* THE FARMER S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an 
explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All payments of 
arrearages must be made as required by law.

5. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held respon
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ta. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic. 
We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such as 
we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch printed 
matter. Criticisms of Articles. Suggestions How to Improve the 
Farmer’s Advocate and Home Magazine, Descriptions of 
New Grains. Roots or Vegetables not generally known, 
Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved Methods of 
Cultivation, are each and all welc 
must not be furnished other papers until after they have 
appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on 
receipt of postage.

13. ALL COM^ ’NICATIONS in reference to any matter connected 
with this pa pc.- _Sould be addressed as below, and not to any 
individual connected with the paper.
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THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited),
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ment which could he effected by the reform.

as to the improve and t he o #von-
of railway bridges.he

drainage, fences, gates 
Another important task assigned to the Hoard

must ere now have been convinced that the change 
is a most salutary

and cat t h'-guards, etc
The Railway Commit ti e 

of the 1 ’ri vy Council was a body so circumstanced
one[ • ' IIt „
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]
1 hi* power to compel a railway to build a branch
railway to any industry within six miles of the 

the application of the owner, and upon 
It can also regulate the speed of the 

and when locomotive whistling becom 
nuisance, the Hoard has

i
that it was not possible for1 it to give sat isfac 1
Don, either to tin* shipping and general public and 

municipal author! t ies ‘or to the railway interests 
Its members were

une. on 
1 e rins 
$rains,

1

1

Cabinet Ministers, and. apart 

were open to t he ac

!es a
from the fact that they power to abate it 

the Hoard of Kail way Corn- 

powers of a Superior Court 
its commands

In
eu sat ion of deciding cases according to their poli- 
tical aspect. they did not ha 
ing necessary to act in the capacity

carrying on its work 

missioners has t he
and those 

I heir peri1
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ve the special traili
n' judgesIt ■ who d 1 so be> do so at 1n 1 he only appeal l hat can In taken 

finding of the Hoard 
m 111 the Dominion Cabinet
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1 hut union

. of important decisions but all of their 
are of value to P
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ome. Contributions sent us some interest in t he
I hex ha x e sat in public at Ottawa, 

r°ro'it o. Montreal. Winnipeg. Vancouver, and many

Idher places, to deal with issues arising in these

oven ad- 
and the public 

xx i t bout 
Indeed., on<* of 1 he 
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qI ova I i t ies, hut 
justed

'erx maux matters have 
het xx eei 1 the

F
ai a 11 ways 

int ei x ent ion ol tin* Hoard Vthrough t he 
I heT tnecessity of a hearing 
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san tiling from the existence
'nl""ui1 is 1 hv pttbl ici t y that is given to the 

"Its of t heir lain

why it should be under the control of 
like the Railway Commission

a j'ower 
A resolution ask

ing the Government to place it under the purview 
of that body was passed at the recent Dominion 
("oHferenve of Fruit-growers held in Ottawa 
month, and a deputation subsequently urged it 
upon the Premier, Sir Wilfred Laurier 
fred intimated his sympathy with their 
and could not recall why Hon Mr Hlair had 
included the express companies when the law 
t ablishing the Commission was framed 
Premier promised to bring the matter before h 
colleagues, and it is hoped the desired legisluti 
will be passed before long, although he could 
promise it positively 1 his session, as asked b\ hi 
interviewers.
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Whether express rates are exorbitant 

will be for the Railway Commission t c 
The companies point out that rates on fruit 
much lower than on ordinary articles 
complain of trouble in handling, vexations claims 
for loss and breakage, etc., and assert 
margin on fruit carriage is very small 
other hand, they do not deny that the volume of 
business makes it a profitable one, and that it 
represents just so much extra business to them 
It is hard to believe they are not making a pretty 
fair thing out of fruit and vegetable carriage. At 

Rail way -commission sun ei I In me

or not.
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in a small way 
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material should be
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■rx ant s. and t he ( 
at Ottawa, often put 

h* and expense 
ad uidica t ion .

xx a s Hiaga m s t 
Die ( a mid ia n 
lower rate

The
M

in present mg a t a tat han g ra in once de- 
put on the 

When t he

k 1]er, reed that t Ilf ra xv
1 basis as the

I ha t complaint unli up on u n 
i es u lied 11 > I he d i sad \ a ii t age

offinished producta PI
<’(>i t - grant a special Irate.any

do no harm, and max do much good
t lie | il l hi iv 

l'l)

ra n 
in this

(,w rate on coal carried 
Wns claimed, the Commissioners

«“owunc* oi a reduction m the 
any article

:"r inanuiavt urers
• defect s ha X e been g ua rded 

11 ( * xx measure, and,
1 ry, and holding 
t 'ommissioners ha \ e 
for any

in t heconnection, we may note a remark made 
member of " The Farmer s Advocate stuff in 
Ottawa, during the conference, by a 
represent at i ve of the express companies 
having pointed out how reasonable express rates 
now are, he added, as a rider, that since freight 
rates had been under the control of the Railway 
Commission the average schedule had increased 
Asked whether he thought a similar result would 
follow the placing of express rates under tin 
tender mercy, he implied an intimation 
was not unlikely. “ Then you could have 
jection to such regulation ?" was asked 
he hedged. At any rate, 
did not reduce rates, we want 
redress, a means of preventing ! 
ing extortion, reforming alms, 
reducing rates.
mission enjoys from railway men like Sir Thome 
Shaughnessv, is sufficient guarantee that it is ic 1 
liable to do violence to the rights oi the curpoi 
lions, and there can be no excuse for not arced on 
to the request of the shipping public.
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