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why it should be under the control of a power
like the Railway Commission A resolution ask-
ing the Government to place it under the purview
of that body was passed at the recent Dominion
Conierence of IFruit-growers held in Ottawa  last
menth, and a deputation subsequently urged 1t
upon the Premier, Sir Wilfred Laurier Sir Wil
fred intimated his svmpathy with their  obicet
and could not recall why Hon. Mr. Blair had not
included the express companies when the law os
tablishing the framed The
Premier promised to bring the matter before his
colleagues, and it is hoped the desired legislation
will be passed before long, although he could not
promise it positively this session, as ashed by his
interviewers

Whether (--.\pl'c-s.’\‘ rates are exorbitant or not
will be for the Railway Commnission to deternne
The companies point out that rates on rut e
much lower than on ordinary articles. The agent s
complain of trouble in handling, vexatious clains

Commn.ission  was

for loss and breakage, cte, and asscert  that t(he
margin on fruit carriage is very small On the
other hand, they do not deny that the volume ol
business makes it a profitable one, and that i

represents  just so much extra husiness to them
It is hard to believe they are not making a pretin
fair thing out of fruit and yvegetable carriae At

any rate, Railway-comimission survetllance  can
do no harm, and may do much good in this
connection, we may note a remark made 1O i

nm.ember of *° The Farmer's Advocate staffl  in
Ottawa, during the conference. by a prominent
representative of the express companies Aftor
having pointed out how reasonable express rates
now are, he added, as a rider, that since freight
rates had been under the control of the Railway
Commission the average schedule had imcreased
Asked whether he thought a sinnlar result waoubd
follow the placing of express rates under the sanie
tender mercy, he implied an imtimation (hat it
was not unlikely. “ Then you could have no oh
jection to such regulation 27" was ashed—at which
he hedged. At any rate, even i the Comanission
did not reduce rates, we want b s oo court  of
redress, a means of preventing istice, prevent
ing extortion, reforming .ulm\w
reducing rates. The confidence o
mission enjoys from railway men ke Sir Thom
.\'hunghm«é,\', is sufticient guarantec that it is
liable to do violence to the rights o1 the corpao
can be no excuse for not acced

arnd il possihl

Ratlway Con

tions, and there , A
to the request of the shipping public.
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Canada’s Railway Commission.

(Special correspondence.)

Two years have elapsed since the  Canadian
Railway Commission, established by Parliament.,
at the instance of the Dominion Government, en-
tered on its dutics.
in the early stage of the existence of the

There was much to te done
Board
in the matter of establishing the new order of
things, but the Commissioners have proved men
of energy, and it is surprising how much the
have accomplished for the public in the com-
paratively short time that has odapsed since  the
Railway Committee of the Privy Council  gave
place to the Board appointed under the Railway
Act of 1903.

It any one had misgivings as (o the improve
ment which could be effected by the reform,  he
imust ere now have been convineed that the change
15 a most salutary one The Railway Committee
of the Privy Council was a body so circumstanced
that it was not possible for it to give satisfac-
tion, either to the shipping and general public and
municipal authorities *or to the raillway interests
Its members were Cabinet Ministers, and. apart
irom the fact that they were open to the  ac
cusation of deciding cases according to their pol
tical aspect, they did not have the special train

g necessary to act in the capacity ol nudges

Hon. A, C. K'llam

Chanrman Poard  of Railway  Commissioners

and arbatrators an the nunerous chisprite hrouehy
betore  them 1o i they have  the time 1o
promptiy take up and settle h Lrievances of
Public or their servants, and the ( ot tee, o
Wads sittimg at Oftawa, olten pin complainants
toanuch trouble and expense Presenting  the
rieyances, for adnidicat ion Morcover,  the rule

that commplaints vould only b take noup on forimgd
apphieation. orten rosulted to the disadyantage Ol
the prahig

Phose defects have by cruarded against n the

NEW easure, atd. by travel line through the coupy
tra and holdine Itings at central oS the
Comianssioners b ade g1 comparatively easy

tor any one having bhusiness 10 do wWith them 1o

present their clanns

POWIERS 0 1112 OMMISSTON

I'hes Conmnssion has absolute regulaty e Jron

ol I recard 1o pag e Preterences, diseriming
Ol rebates and Spectal et es N Treieht rates
e tor e subiit ted i 1 he Connpraniog to thy
( 1 STOTe] Wl cagg wppero e o clia e U hea
| d50t IR b o e whiole or oy [rarticulin
Yoo the line, o e thstantially S iabove
POVELIIS T aunagess Uiy st A ATETR e chareed
‘ VI T 8000 prersi g Nootoll can be charged
| Dot sty SRS P i g 1 o hetsweon different 1oy
Pt Pl Bovard dis e Hoed o approve gy
I vwhieh Tor Like wood OF PSS e Carried
der S Lantia Lrlal yuum.uyw, in the sany

“hould ot leanve: the

direction. over the same line, is greater for
snorter than a longer distance, unless the (.
nussioners are satisfied that, owing to Compuet -
Under the .y
system freight tarifls are governed by a classiticy-
tion which the Board must approve. The objecy
When oo
directed by the Board. railways have to place any

tion, it is expedient to do so.

is to have this classification uniform.

tarifiy
must bein such torm and give such details as the

speciticd coods in any stated class, and

Board requires

The Railway Commissioners have also the DOW-
erotooregulate and supervise the highways
ratlway crossings, to regulate and supervise  the
general construction  of  railways, and the cop.

struction  and  maintenance  of railway bridpes

draimage. fences, gates  and cattle-guards,
\nother mmportant task assigned to the Board s
the power to compel a railway to build a bran h
radlway to any andustry within six miles ol the
limeo an the application of the owner, and upon
Lerms It can also regulate the speed  of  the
trams, and when locomotive whistling  becomes a
nuisance. the Board has power to abate it In
varrving on ats work, the Board of Railway Com
missioners has the powers of a Superior Court,
and those who «isobey its commands. do o at
tnerr pery! The only appeal that can te taken
Hom the finding of the Board on a question  of
tact s to the Dominion Cabinet. On the question
obf qurisdiction there can be an appeal  to  the
Supreme Court. o allowed by a judge  of  that
pody alter hearing of all parties There may he
anoappeal to the Supreme Court on a question of

aw i the Board so decides
INMPORTANT DECISTONS ALRIEADY GIVEN.
Fhe Radlway Commissioners have rendercd  a

numd croof amportant decisions but all of their

hndings are of value to some Imterest an the

Dominion They have sat in public at Ottawa,
Toronto, Montreal Winnipeg. Vancouver, and many
other places, to deal with issues arising in these
focahties, hut very many matters have  Heen ad

asted  hetween  the ratlways  and  the  rublic

through the imtervention of the Board without
The necessity of o hearimg Indeed, one  of the
chiel henclits aceruime from the existence  of  the
rew o trithunal s the publicity that s Ziven to the

results ol their labors. and he Kknowledee that i

e S any l|||_|4|~»! darrangeiient I existence

hether to the public or 1o the rai way company
Will torm the sulyect ol adjndication o soon

the attention of the Comunssioners  is directed

ot For the flive months ending JJaly 1st

.
EROd the total applications heard were 66 In

il > . 9 .
l e period 103 orders were  jssued From

st gy 1901, ta 31st D 1901, the total ap

Pheations  heard  were 307 while i 19056 the

Total number was 156
Suie ol the decisions Ziven have heen of  the

Featest mportance and advantage to the public

Formeriyv (e rartiways charged such rates as they
ehiose ’
tose and there was no appeal from their tarifis

I} Fieo s | .
e large shippers wep fiven decided advantages,

—
and the man doing  husiness M oa small way  was

ISCronated against Fhe Commissioners found

Pt vy Can :
attadha i AN , e,
Hranlways wepe carrying  tlon

LooWwer pate than araim Fhey at once  de-

creed that the raw material should e put on the
When the

rate on coal carried

atne hasg as  the fiishiad prroduet

teht to grant g Special low

ol ] H | s
M Eractirers was ¢l med the Commissioners

decrded that 1 he allowance o 4 reduction in the

eight rate of ans article of merchandise to one
vlitss ol shippers, and the refusal of the same to
avotner eclass, s st 1||w||||nnut|(m, and IS
torhidden by Jaw I'he rates jor the carriage or
Peas and heans has been fixed 1y the Commission
s A0 he the sane §9 Lo Zrain produacts
FEwas represented 1o the Commissioners  that
OHEe  roads weps Almlgxll; as much. on cattle
hipped from Foronto 1o Montreal as from De

Trogt ) )
ot Maontreg], | nted States cattle bheinge thus
g

hscrninated gy, lavor of ATt crguiry thi

Another

| v“nv! CeOWas stopped miportant  de-
( OtWas 1 hat allecting the Carviage of It‘lt‘;;l';l["l
Provdees rATIWaN 1 jos i Formeriv (hese were
carvied by special contract only It was the in
terest  of the railwan tompanies that these ties

tountry, thereby dec reasing

Proportionately
price, and the railways,

S ) \ I
I
I 1niC l'(‘d\lllg the

through the imposition of

hn




