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“What They Fought Each
Other For.”

The Czar of Russia.

Since peace negotiations are at
last under way, a short recount of
the causes which led to the great
war which has been raging cince
the 8th of I‘ebruary, 1904, may not
be at this time amiss.

Russia in Asia, it will

be remein-

bered, is composed of an immense
territory, extending from the Arctic
on the north to the Altai mountains

on the south, and from IFuroje on

the west to the great PPacific Occan

on the east. But with ail this vast
territory, there was, for many
years, no availalle stretch  of  sea
coast. Ice-bound for the greater
part of the year, and possessed ol
no shdtered harbors, ussia’s Paci
fic coast was of little value., o 1l
southward, along the cast ol Man
churia and around the Corean 1en-
insula, on the other hand, the
were many harbors, and many towns
which only neoded development 1o
make them strong factors  in th,
commercial world: while ta the soutl
of Manchuria, agcain, the Gulfs ol
of Corea and linotung crept up al
luringly, yet, to the Russians, like
the lake of Tantalus, distracting
Ports and harbors  thore were  in
plenty, with a raflic lasting, o
during a shoirt ~un nu 1ut all 1he
year round, with but one Tioitat o
—they did not helong to llussin
Russia, however,  could  find i
politic to be patient Lhere  we
then no g’rcnt Siberian ratlway Lo
rapid transportation of (roops. ard
to arouse China’'s hornets  nest  of
400,000,000 under such circunistan
ces would have been madness e
There were other means of aftoining.
the desired end, and to these

big Northern Bear lent car, foll v
ing them out by an insidious policy
of creeping, which for persic

and cunning had seldom
led in the history of the world

. OPPORTUNITIES APPIEAL

The first opportunity of obtaii.
a foothold offered itself in 1=t
when, at the price of pretend

heen o ‘Y

favors to China, the stretch of ter-
ritory which contains Vladivostok
was ceded to Russia. Russia now
had one fine harbor, useful during
the summer, but hermetically sealed
during the long winter. A harbor

clear all the year round must be
secured—and, again, Russia could
wait.

The next big opportunity was al-
forded by the events which imme-
diately followed the occupation of
Corea and Manchuria by the Japan-
ese in 18Y4. Japan, then, it will
be remewmbered, for the furtherance
of her intere-ts in Corea, attempted
to enforce cirtain re’orms upon that
kingdom, just as, rece tly, for simi-
lar reasons, France attempted to en-
force reforms upon Morocco. Neither
in the case of Japan or France, 1t

may le granted, was unadulterated
unselfishue:s the motive power.
When one nation becomes overly-

zealous for the good health of an-
other, it may usually be surmised
that a big plum is to be picked out
somewhere. Corea, backed by China,
resisted, just as Morocco, backed by
Germany, has done, and straightway
Japan landed troops, imprisoned the
king, pushed on to Port Arthur and

up through Manchuria, making a
clean sweep at every turn, and fin-
ishing up by the capture of Wei-hai-
wei, across the gulf from Port
Arthur.

China now became alarmed, and
the foxy old statesman, 1i Hung
Chang, made haste to make peace,

without, it may be neces-ary to say,
having the slightest intention of Tet-

ting the matter rest there. ITm-
mediately on its conclusion he hur-
ricd to IPekin, and applicd {o the

Ministers of Russia, Irance and Ger-
many there such forcible, and it may
be surmised, profitable arguments,
that these powers advired Japan,
“in the interests of peace,” to give
up all her newly-acquired territory
Japan evidently knew how the wind

was  blowing. She had at this
tie an available army of only 67,
000 1nen, and no battleships; hence

without a struggle, she handed over
acre of land she had won, re-
only an indemnity as  com-
pensation Japan, could afford
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wished them to remain there for the
winter. Britain, suspicious of both
Russia and Germany, but Russia in
particular, also sent a couple of
warships, which, however, Lord
Salisbury, rather weakly, had with-
drawn upon Russia’s demand for an
explanation. Russia’s next step
was to obtain a lease of the south-
ern part of Manchuria, similar to
that granted to Ge'many, with the
added concession that only Russian
and Chinese men-of-war should be
permitted to enter the harbor at
Port Arthur. ‘This agreement was
signed in March, 1898, and on July
1st of the same ycar Kngland leased
Wei-hai-wei, with its adjoining strip
of coast, the lease to remain as long
as the Russians were in occupation
of Port Arthur.

JAPAN'S EYES ARE OPENED.
As may be imagined, the news ol
the Russian lease of Port Arthur
and vicinity—the very spot Russia
had advised Japan to give up—
caused the greatest indignation
among the Japanese, who were led
to watch still more jealously the
sliding advance of the Russians.
The unexrt revelation came when,
while the attention of the world was
distracted by the Boxer rebellion in
China, Russia attempted to make a

deal with Corca for the lease of
Masampo. Japan, realizing that
such an arrangement would imperil

Japan herself—just across the straits
from the coveted town—objected so
strongly that Russia gave up for the
time. Nevertheless, Japan now
knew that the eyes of the Russians
were upon Corea, and that the day
was approaching upon which she her-
self must fight for her existence.
THIZ ATROCITY OIF BLAGOVIEST-
CHENK.

In the meantime, the Legations at
Pekin werc being besieged, murders
of foreigners occurring  daily,
and the force of British, Americans,
Japanese, Russians, I'rench and Ger
mans were starting on  their way
from Tientsin to raise the siege, and
while all this oceurring, an
event was also occurring in the Far
North, which as an example of ferocity

were

was

stands almost unparalleled in . he
history of civilized nations. Near
the boundary between China an:l

Siberia, stood the town of Blago
vestechenk, made up of Russians anid

Chinese, about one-fourth heing (he
latter. On news of the terrible do-
ings in China, the Russian Governor
of this town ordemed the Chinese to
cross the swollen river on pain  of
death This  the  Chinese, with
neither hridee nor hoats, could not
do; but the Russians, nevertheloss
drove them down—a,500 people—to
the viver: foreed them in. and when
they attempted to swim hack bas
oncted themm on the spot IFearing
Vengeance, the Governor's next ,\‘l'];
was 1o rend for help This was
despatched, and the combined forees
passed on  into Manchuria, burned
the town within a radius of fiftv
ni'es, and added a fresh strip to
Russian territory

Certain timber riechts on the Yalu,
which had been taken advantage of
by the eretion of Russian fortifica-
tions, were «till further indications
of  Russin's  extension policy, and,
althougeh, at the cloge of the Boxer
war, Russia was compelled, under

pressure of Brituin and the United

States, to admit that her occupation
of Manchuria was only a temporary
one, it was well understood that she
had no intention of relinquishing her
hold on the territory.

THE ANGLO-JAPANESE AlL-
LIANCE,

however, an unexpectcd
event occurred. The Anglo-Japan-
cse Alliance was formed, and
straightway a new face was put on
affairs in the Far Idast. Ready by
this time, by long preparation, for
the struggle which had long been fore-
seen, confident now with thz sup-
port of DBritain, who had oromised
to back her in case of a third perLy
stepping in, in event of war, Japan
now became firm in her demands to-
wards Russia, who, immediately on

In 1902,

the forming of the alliance, had
promised to withdraw her troops
from Manchuria, but had failed to

do so.

Consequently, in the spring of
1903, the Mikado addressed a note
to IRussia as%ing when the troops
were to be withdrawn. Delay after
delay followed, and finally the de-
mands of Japan, (1) that the in-
dependence and territorial integrity
of China and Corea should be as-
sured ; (2) that the interests of
Japan in Corea should ke vecognizad,
as also her right to protect those

interests, similar concessions to be
granted in regard to legal Russian
interests in Manchuria ; (8) that

each should be at liberty to develop

their industrial and commercial ac-
tivities without interference from
the other ; (4) that Russia should

bind hercelf not to
connection of the

oppose eventual
Corean and Man-
churian railways; in event of dis-
turbance, only sufficient troops to
quell the disturbance should be sent.
said troops to be recalled as soon
as their purpose was accomplished—
these demands were presented for the
last time
Russia would

these terms, and

not agree to il
counter proposiis

which Japan would not accept were .

presented. Japan waited, Russia
still dallied ; then war was declared,
and the first shot was fired on ihe
8th of February, 1903. Ruscia’s
long policy of aggressive greed ancl
duplicity was met by force of arms,
and on sea and land alike .Japan
has triumphed

Cultivating Conversation.

Nature has dealt kindly with
some  people by  endowing  them
richly with the qualities that make
fcr excelence in conversation. To
this end she has given them oo !
nmemories, alert. faculties, distinct.
good voices, abounding health and
strength that laugh at weariness,
and withal, a personality that
(reates  an  epidemic of good-coni-

radeship.

conversation

heather to a
Yet,

thus blessed
comes as naturally as
Scottish hillside.

proficicncy in the art of con-

To those

versation is not wholly nor even
largely dependent upon natural en-
dowment. Indeed, there are cases
where  nothing but preparation

stands one in stead. The garrulous
must be restrained without offence,
the timid must he encouraged with-
out his being aware of it : company
must be piloted away from a danger-
ous topic. The funereal silences of



