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Conditions in the West

By E. CORA HIND.

The West is still very much agitated over the
various embargoes preventing the export of beef,
bacon and flour overseas. The latest news to reach
Winnipeg was that the hog meeting at Chicago had
been postponed from the 23rd to the 28th, the ex-
planation given being that the British' government
was holding a meeting on the 23rd at which Mr.
Hoover would be present, and that the allotment
had not come in to warrant the fixing of the price
of February hogs. The same report said that the
British government had reduced the price, it was’
willing to pay twopence a pound. The Dominion
livestock commissioner, H. S. Arkell, was unable to
attend the meeting last week of the Western Canada
Livestock Union at Brandon owing to the acute
situation with regard to bacon.

Everyone is asking the meaning of the situation
and no one seems to be able to give an accurate and
authoritive answer. In the meantime, the liquidation
of hogs and cattle has been very heavy. On the
whole, beef animals have suffered little depreciation

up to the present time. There was a considerable
break in the price in the early part of last week,
but this was due more to the lack of quality in the
animals offered, as immediately the better class of
stuff was received the price became higher, and
while sales as high as $14.00 for good steers were
limited, steers from $13.00 to $13:50 were quite lib-
eral. The top of the market for hogs during the week
was $15.75, which showed a slight reaction to higher
levels from the previous week.

In the matter of carrying livestock over the win-
ter, the extremely mild weather which has prevailed
up to the present time, with the exception of three
days at the turn of the year, has enormously helped
out the feed situation, but numerous complaints are
éoming in of the wretched poor quality of the bran
and shorts available for feed, and inasmuch as the
millers are clamoring for higher prices for these
feeds there will have to be an improvement in the
quality or there will be an insurrection among live-
stock men. It is probable that if the power to manu-
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facture white flour is restored to the millers, it may
automatically lead to a better class of bran and
shorts, but there is no doubt that the mills have
been simply grinding the bran fine for shorts, with
the result that the young stock fed on it, particularly
hogs, are having indigestion and are not fattening as
they should do. Protests about this condition of
feed to the Food Control Board have so far brought
absolutely no results.

Farmers are complaining very much of the barley
situation. They were strongly urged by the gov-
ernment last spring to reseed their wheat areas to
barley and there was in many parts of the West,
and particularly in Manitoba, a very heavy barley
crop, and which cost enormously to produce, and
for which the farmers are now finding it almost
impossible to secure a market. Barley has been on
a carrying charge basis practically since the close
of navigation. The whole market for coarse grains
is spasmodic and limited. During the past fourteen
days prices for coarse grains for May delivery have
receded as follows: 514 cents for oats; 1614 cents
for barley; and 2814 cents for flax. As so frequently
happens with a decline, market offerings have ma-
terially increased. 2

FIXED PRICES.

There is evidently very considerable divergence
of opinion on the subject of a fixed price for the
wheat crop of 1919. As previously reported, the
Manitoba Grain Grov;ers’ Association after consider-
able discussion unanimously passed a resolution
against the fixing of the price, on the ground that
as fhey were asking for free markets to purchase
their supplies in, they were willing to take their
chance of a free market in which to sell their pro-
ducts. The legislature of Saskatchewan, however, a
few days later requested that the price be fixed.
There is no doubt that this matter will come up
before the United Farmers’ of Alberta, this present
week, 'though what action they will take it is not
yet possible to forecast. There is a very much
stronger element of extreme socialism in this organ-
ization than. there is in the Grain Growers’ of
Manitoba.
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CROWN RESERVE MINING CO.

The annual meeting of the company was held
on the 22nd of the month and results of new de-
velopment work carried out on the eastern portion
of the company’s property were described as “prom-
ising” and “encouraging.” The president, Sir John
Carson, in reply to enquirys as to ihe likelihood of
dividends being payed again stated that they would
be started at the earliest possible time results war-
ranted such action. The directors’ report presented
at the meeting ‘sa.ys in part:

“Several new veins have been cut and we are drift-
ing east and west on the most promising one. Some
150 feet of drifting has been done to date; the veln
runs from two to five inches in width, with aver-
age values of over 2,500 ozs. to the ton; stoping has
been started and already we have bagged some seven
tons of high grade ore and also secured, a large
quantity of good milling rock. The outlook in this
new section is most promising and our older work-
ings continue to give us some high grade au« n
large quantity of milling rock.”

Another feature of the year’s reports was the
announcement that the directors had decided to draw
on surplus to the extent of $255,640 to provide chiefly
for writing down of assets to a rock bottom basls.
The sum of $174,338 was appropriated in this con-
nection for the writing down of investments in out-
side properties and $62,881 for prospecting and ex-
ploration. In explaining reasons for this action, the
president stated that the company was not carry-
ing in its statement a dollar of assets which the
board did not believe to be actually in existence.
If the writing down had been too drastic, the com-
pany would benefit by an extra profit later on,



