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Management of the B

rood Mare’

A Sketch of Precautions Necessary Up to the Time of Foaling

N the managemeat of ‘he pregnant, or “in-foal”
lnuv. the essential consideration is to secure

a thrifty condition conducive to the wellbeing
and profitable utilization of derself and offspring.
The mare must safely carry the foal throughout
the required period of sestation until it is dorn,
and the fom) must then be safely preserved dur-
Ing the earlier periads of its new existence. The
Average period of pregnancy in the mare is sleven
monthw; - thaugh some mares normally exceed
that perfod by two or thres weeks. The foal that
Is born at a period of two or three weeks less
thatt the elever mouths Is, on its arrival, aften
weak and lacking In vitality

Throughout the perfod of pregnancy there is
ever present the possidility of influences inter-
veping which may produce abortion. By “abor.
tion” is meant the Premature expulsion or deliy-
ety of the foal at a stage when it has not attained
sufficlont development to 1live extornal to its
parent. It is gemerally admitted that with some
mares there is apparenily a predisposition to
premature delivery, and a trifling cause may make
them abort or cast the foal before the proper
time, Others, though exposed to the same infl-
€nces, may not.

Causes of Abortion.

Abortion may result either from accldental
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tem. generally, and particularly those of an In-
fectious nuture, such es influenza and pink eye
are frequently the cause of many mares losing
their oolts,

Premature birth and weakness in foals bhave
lso been ascrided to some defect or other influ-
ences in the sire, althoush in what these consist
it would be difficult to state Howeyer, there |
reatonatle evidemce to suppose that a stallion
enfesbled from too frequent service, or, on the
other band, lacking in Procreative pewer from
being kept unduly pampered, or other causes, is
likely to produce offspring lacking in wvigor and
vitality, and may even be u cause of premature
delivery in some of the mares which he serves

Diet of Pregnant Mare.

In the general care of the “indoal” mare there
Aro certaln factors which should be observed.
The food supplied should he of good quality, easy
uf digestion, and of such a nature as not likely
to cause constipation. Damaged or spoiled fod-
dor, and that of a ®ulky, coarse, indigestitle
nature should be avoided. An habitual over
loaded and comstipated condition of the bewels
tends to cause straiming, which may ba’yme
harmful.

The diet should be such as to make for a nor-
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mal condition, such as would prevail under nats

ural conditions where mares are on grass, This
means that the mare should have opportunity to
exercise, and be fed on laxative foods, or, if
grass is ready, be in pasture.” When mares are
to foal before grass is ready, a laxative condition
may be secured by feeding bran and roots If ey
are at hand. As the mare mears foaling time,
ghe should get a more limited quantity of roughe
age, and (he quality should be good. It sheaves,
hay, or straw are fed, the amount should be cut
down to about threequarfers of what she usually

eats, and it clover or aMfalfa hay is at hand it
may be fed in limited guantitie Most mares
may be wintered with very little grain, especially
when they get sheaves, bul as foaling time

Approaches they should get about six pounds a
day of a mixture of haM ground oats and half
bran, and some salt. Cutting down the roughage,
and giving the bran with plenty of exercise or
work, shonld keep the mare iIn good condition.
Exerc
Moderate, regular work is a pesitive benefit to
indoal mares, whereas Idieness often contributes
to weakness in the foal and dlfficulty in foaling,
Mares receiving ample exercise have the normal
functions, digestion and elimination, stimulated,
and this in turn makes for the maere natural per-
formance of the function of giving birth. It s
particularly important that reares which are dis-
posed to be sluggish be made to exercise
thoroughly
A condition quite frequently met with in prege
Davt mares, particularly during the late winter
inenths and early in spring, when kept confined
in the stable and deprived of sufficient exercise,
is the appearance of what is termed “edema," or
dr swellings of the Hwbs and under sur
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face of the belly. It may result from pressure
of the gravid womd on ihe blood vessels, and an
anaemic, condition of the system, commonly
known as & watery condition of the blood. Tue
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The front legs may also become affectod and the
ewellings extend along the under surface of the
ha]lymuhv-tduew«rummm
the breast. These swellings sometimes

inconveglence and difficulty of mevement to the
mare. However, the condition In most cases is
Dot & serious can be remodied by exer-
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