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REMEDIES THAT WOULD INCREASE RURAL DEPOPULATION

ARTICLE No. 13,

Among the most for rural are the of better
couniry roads, the construction of trolley lines, the extension of free rural mail delivery 2nd the estab-
lishment of a cheap parcels post. None of these suggested remedies will stop rural depopulation. In-
stead, they will help to Increase it

Just as it is natural for water to run down hill, 80 it is natural for people to buy the goods they re-
quire wherever these goods can be purchased at the lowest cost. ' «t as a large horse can outdraw
a lighter animal, so the town store can undersell the village store. In the same way, the mer-
chant in the city can undersell the merchant in the town. The reasons are apparent. The trade of
the country merchant is limited. He has to buy most of his goods in small quantities. He cannot
carry a large stock of any one line of goods. The city dealer, on the other hand, has a large constitu-
ency. He buys at wholesale, or jobber's rates. Large concerns liks the T. Eaton Co. and the Robert
Simpson Co., of Toronto, or Scroggie’s, of Montreil, frequently purchase the entire outfit of factor
ies manufacturing staple lines of goods. Because of their great organizations they are able to adver-
tise extensively in the daily and agricultural press. More and more the farm press are being used as
mediums for this class of advertising. Thus the low prices at which these town and city firms sell
their goods are being constantly brought to the attention of people living in the country. Anything
that will make It easier jor those of us who live on the farm to pass by our country merchants and deal
with the larger firms In nearby towns or more distant cities will not only not check but on the other
hand will inorease rural depopulation.

LOCAL CENTERS ARE NEEDED

Our country districts need more, not less, social centers. - The more of these there are the more at-
tractive will be life on the farm. And yet these social centers are rapidly disappearing. They first
become stagnant, then die. Small grist mills are being driven out by large ones located elsewhere
Small implement factories are being crushed by the competition of the huge establishments in our cit-
jes. The small country merchants are being forced to the wall by the great mail order firms, located
it may be, hundreds of miles away. And as each rusl industry In the course of the Industrial war-
fare that Is becoming more Intense year by year, is driven out of existence, the valus of farm land
tends to depreciate, country life becomes more isolatad, cities grow In size, oity land values advance,
and rural depopulation Is increased, The census figures reveal how intense is this tendency. Dur-
Ing the past ten years—in spite of the great inrushof seftiers to the farms in western Canada—the
rural population of Canada has Increased only |6 per cent. while the population of our towns and oities
has increased 64 per cent.

WHAT THE PROPOSED REMEDIES WOULD DO

The building of better country roads and of trolloy lines, as well as the extension of rural mall de-
livery and parcels post, will help to inorease tiils trend of population by drawing away more and more
of the trade of the gountry from Its local centers Into the larger towns and cit As better roads are
established, an Inoreasing number of our leading farmers who oan afford the expense—as conditions
in portions of the United States prove—will Invest in automobiles and drive 30, 40 or 50 miles for a
day's shopping and business In the nearest large town or oity. With the sxtension of the trolley line
our wives and daughters, and we, ourselves, will use the electric oars to travel long distances to trade
in the larger centers. As rural free mall delivery Is extended, more and more of us will take the large
city dally papers. Thus our minds will be diverted citywards and our trade will follow In the same
direction. Should parcels post be granted the large mall order firms In the cities will flood our
farmers with their and and trade with them will be so faolll-
tated that scores of our smaller country concerns will vanish while our cities grow in size and influ-
ence.

THE CROWINC POWER OF CITIES

This growing power of the city to suck up the trade and wealth of the country districts has
reached startling proportions in the United States. Conditions are just as serious in Canada. Ex-
President Roosevelt recognized the portent of this situation some years ago, when he appointed a
country life commission, the members of which were instructed to investigate and. if possible,
find the cause and remedy. The chairman of this commission was Prof. L. H. Bailey, of Cornell
University, Tthaca, N. Y. This is the conclusion Prof. Bailey reached, after investigating condi-
tions throughout the United States, as expressed in his hook, * State and The Farmer™:
‘‘Canals, rallroads, telegraphs, postal routes have drained the country into the oity., Wealth

“'has been piled up at the terminals, which are the trading places, until soclety has become gang-
“lionie In its organization. Banking systems take the menty from the hands of thoss who earn
“‘It, and put it into the hands of those who trade with it. * * * The organizations that control
“‘farmers by controlling their products are In the cities. The tariff-for-protection system has foster.
“‘ed this general eggregational movement. It has tended to the concentration of wealth. If it has
ded the farmer, It Is because It has alded some one else first and more. We have been living In
‘an epoch of city with no means of or the energy
o the reglons of its origin. It has been a proocess of dump. We are now, however, at the be-
‘ginning of a new species of rural drainage consequent on the wide extension of highway bullding,
“'of trolley lines, of rural free deliveries, of telephones, and other local centering agencles. In
“‘other words we are now entering the epoch of the small oity: Into these ocities the surrounding
“‘country now will drain,"

ANOTHER REMEDY REQUIRED

Farm and Dairy is not opposed to the huilding of better country roads or to any of the other sug-
gested remedies for rural depopulation to which reference has been made. Instead we favor them
all. We morely want to point out that Instead of preventing rural depopulation they will but Increase
it until the real remedies are understood and applied. One of these remedies has aiready been men.
tioned. It Is the taxation of land values on a provincial and national basis so that the wealth from
the country that is now being plled up in the oities, as shown by the enormous and rapidly
value of land In our cities, will be returned to the country districts through the Increased taxes this
land will pay. These taxes will not fall on the poor In the oities ~ . on the land holders and speou-
lators, who now reap wealth which they do nothing to earn, Other remedies will be pointed out
later. The true solution of the problem of rural depopulation lles in so framing our laws and adjust-
Ing our methods of taxation that the burdens now borne by us farmers—aithough most of us do not
recognize It—will be removed and agrioulture thersby be made so profitable that people instead
of deserting it will be glad to engage In It..

A Great Boom in Spraying

M. B. Clarke, P. E. Co., Ont.
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Just Ready for the Final Spraying
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DON'T BPARE THE MIXTURE
We drench out trees every time we spray, usii
from four to 10 gallons a tree. It is absolutely
essential to coat every particle of the tree il wy
would control bark-lice, San Jose scale or apph
scab.
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