the apostle names them, those at least which are
characteristic of their respective actions, Of the
sad works of the flesh, he positively declares that
they which do such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God ; but the fruits of the Spirit are
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, etc,
Against such there is no law : God cannot con-
demn the fruit of His own Spirit.  Remark, that
the first of these fruits are love, joy, peace. The
Spirit will surely produce those practical fruits
which manifest the life of Christ in the sight of
men, but the inward fruits, the fruits Godward,
come first, the condition of the soul needful for pro-
ducing the others, Many converted persons seek
for the practical fruits in order to assure them-
selves that they are born of the Spirit and accepted
of God. But peace, love, joy are the first fruits of
the presence of the Spirit ; the others follow. In
order to know what is in the heart of God, we
need to see the fruit of His heart, the gift of Jesus.

If 1 believe in Him, and through Him in the
love of God, sealed of God by the Spirit, I have the
sense of His love—love shewn in the death of
Jesus is shed abroad in my heart by the Holy
Spirit, which is given to those who are washed
from their sins thrc .gh faith in Hj blood. By
that Spirit we have the consciousness of our posi=
tion before God, and love, joy, peace are in the
soul. The fruits which follow are, moreover, the
proof to others that my certainty and assurance are
not false, that I am not deceived. But for myself




