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to see the bees. He is a bee man, and 
says he will adopt my plan of wintering.

After my letter appeared in your jour­
nal last winter I received a letter from a 
perfect stranger, at Little Britton, giving 
me lots of good hints on bee-keeping. I 
could not make out his signature, but I 
replied thanking him, and writing his 
name as nearly like his as I could. 1 
have not heard from him since and do 
not know if he received it. 1 saw a 
couple of letters from the Manitoulin. 1 
live on the north shore across from there. 
There is no sweet clover here, but 1 
sowed some buckwheat and gave a neigh­
bor some seed if he would sow it, think­
ing the bees would get the pay for the 
seed for me. I went over to the field 
when it was white with blossoms and to 
my surprise I could not find a honey bee 
on the field, but there were countless 
numbers of wasps and flies on it. I kept 
a watch on my patch and I could some­
times see three or four or more. My wife 
sowed a bed, about a yard square, of 
mignonette. The bees were on that from 
morning till night, a bee for every stem, 
until the frost killed it. I think one acre 
would employ my whole apiary. Wasps 
and flies did not seem to bother with it.

[Very glad, indeed, to hear from you 
again Mr. Lee. You seem to have had 
very good success. You carried out our 
instructions a little too explicit in leaving 
the weak colony on top of the other one 
all summer till fall. You should have left 
it on for only two or three weeks till it 
became quite strong, and then put it on 
a stand of its ov n. Your description of 
the super—“chuck full”—shows that the 
bees were crowded for room. Had you 
lifted the top hive off and put a suoer on 
each, with a queen in each hive, you 
would, perhaps have had two supers in­
stead of one. You certainly would have 
had one more hive of bees at all events 
to go into winter quarters in good shape. 
Apart from this you iteem to have done 
well. We cannot account for your buck­

wheat not yielding honey. It must have 
been because of the condition of the 
weather. If it is cold and windy when 
buckwheat is in flow, the bees cannot do 
much.—Ed. ]

EUROPEAN FOUL BROOD.

Dr. Miller's Experience.

From Gleanings in Bee Culture.
When I began treating foul-broody col­

onies last summer I piled the brood of 
four colonies over an excluder on a fifth 
colony, this fifth colony being equally 
foul-broody At the end of three weeks 
the combs over the excluder would be 
emptied of brood and ready to melt up. 
But the combs in the lower storey would 
be as bad as ever. Then a new cet of 
piles would have to be made ; and, no 
matter how many times this would be re­
peated, there would always be left the 
foul-broody lower stories. Then it oc­
curred to me, “If there is anything in the 
Alexander, and if bees queenless three 
weeks will clean out their frames, why 
will they not clean out the frames in 
these upper stories? It's worth trying, 
any way.”

So when the piles had put in their 
three weeks, this is the way I did : I 
took the whole pile off its stand. On 
the stand I put the second storey—that 
is, the storey that had been immediately 
above the excluder. Into this I brushed 
the colony—that is, the bees and queen 
that had been in the lower storey. In 
most cases this was an entire success, the 
colonies being and continuing entirely 
healthy.

So here was what may possibly be an 
important “discovery,”—with apologies 
to A. I. Root for the use of the word. 
The discovery is that, at least in some 
cases and under some conditions, a dis­
eased colony with a queen may clean out 
combs over an excluder so that they will 
be entirely healthy. But if any credit is 
due for this discovery, the chief credit
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