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at the mouth of tho>' >misc() River. On their return, the Hudson's '.

a charter, dateil 'Jnd May, ItiTO. (1) Nowhere is any date ^'iveii to d(>s (Irozelier's alli-j^cd first journey

Company was formed and r.htaincd Aiiknuix
(iFMA.srniiu.

u , , III
overland to James' Hay; inilccd it was only formally put forward in KiSti (French Memoir, Sfh ' ''

"

November, KiSd, Doc. Hist. !)) to aiistain the b'rench claim !o be the first diaeoverers of the Hay. 15ut, K. Ramstty,

ciu'ious to say, iu tlie French Memoir, the yoav of thii (Ullam expedition is stated to b(> UKl'J. It is,
i'(J73.'

'

""^^ '

however, perfectly certain that he did not ^'o to the North in 1(1(1',', and that tlu> (lillam (txiu'dition did

not start before l()(i7 —perhaps only iu HidS. It seems moi'c than probable that the story of tho

overland journey to .lames' May was an invention of des (h'ozelicrs in order to draw the (iuobeo

merchants into his scheme. Probably he liad heard of llnd.son's Bay from the Indian-* he nu>t in the

Nortli- West ; for dillicnlt and tedious as was the overlaml journey, it was not im])osaible; ami occasionally 10

there was sonu^ intercourse' between thos(> livinjif in t^anada and Indians from the neighbourhood of the

Bay. Thus, in l(>.")7, eight Canadians went up t ' the Hastican wiln twenty canoes oi yVlgonquins. The

voyage was rough, long, .and dangerous, though pros]ierons, and they met with the Iviristinons " ijiil saiif.

jn-oc/ic i/r /it iiirr </i( Xiin/." (Journal des Jesuites, p. 'JIT.) Again, in Kitil, it is said MO Kiristinons

canu' as far as Jlontreal to look for a Missionary- (Ibid.) But it seems very od<l if he had really nmdo

any such jonruty that the reeords of tlu> Jesuits should be silent on the subjeet. From their journal

we learn that, in KioU, des (iro/(>licrs did go up to Lake Sujierior, and passed the winter

with the Nation de I'xeuf, retiirning the following year to Canada with ;{()(• Ottawas and a

great cniantity of fur. lie was at Three llivers on the ".'Ith August, l(i(!0. Again we bear of him

on !Jrd May, l(i(i'J, and he then saiil lu^ was going to La Mer dii Nord. lie passed the night at (.Quebec, '20

and h(^ WTote to the Governor from Cap Tourmente ('2). We know nothing posit iviM)f his sub.scipient

movements for .some lime ; but it is imt unlikely that after leaving liui^bee, he pas.sed the years from KKi','

to 1()()7 advocating his project of a voyage to Hudson's Bay. This conjectm-e w<Mild also account lor the

error of tb(> French Memoir in jilacing tiie date of the (lillam expedition in Kiti'J. It would appear that

des (h'o/.eliers was accompanied by lladisson, to whos(> sister he was nuirried, and that Uadisson was

marrieil to an English woman. (De Frontenno's letter, 'Jnd Nov., UiSI.) This moi-riage of lladi.sson is

involved in greal confusion. D(> la I'ofberie tells us that Lord I're.ston, who wius Ambassaiba- at I'liis,

promised to mak(> a siTvant of liis named (b)(let jierpetual Secrt>tary of the Kmbas.sy, if he could ]U'evail on

Uadisson to go to Fngland, and that Crodet, as an inducement to Hadis.son, laomised him his daughter in

marriage (1,1 loV Charlevoix says that the negotiation took place through a servant if Lord Preston,

eaUed "Gods," (1, p. ISD, and that Uadis.son was then nuirried to a daughter of Chevalier Kirke; that

he went to London, where he was cordially reeeiveil by his father-in-law, and that he wius granted a

pension of I',',(l00 livres a year. Shea, in a note to his translation of (^harlevoix (;i,^.'5;j), says that it

was Sir David ivirke's daughter he married. .Xiiotber aeeount (Murray, '-i,l>'U) is that des Grozeliers

was induced to go to Kngland by Mr. Montague, the Fnglisb Amba.ssador, who gave him

a letter to Prince Kniiert. Murray gives no authority for his version; but it is possible

there may bo some ruth in all these stories, though <'ertiiinly not all true. Tht» following ilales

are eoiToet, and contradict much of th(>m. Des Grozeliers' first expedition to Kngland must have been

prior to the summer of KiliS. Balph Montague was Ambassailor at I'aris from September, UUiS, to 1()7H.

lladdison was married to an Fnglishwoman befia-e November, UiHl. (De Frontenae's letter, -K)

'2nd November, KiHL) Uad<lis(m'8 second visit to Fnglaml was in KJHI, and then Sir David

in givi'ii twin- iin lll«2, Doc. Hist, il
; Cliiul. vnix >;ivi'S llii' year iw llilill, vdI. 1., p. ITti ; ami in thin In' is lulliiwist liy llarmaii, 2,

p. 12fl ; Imt ill tlii> Ka»li'« Olir(inc>l(iKiil»i'«01inrli'Viiix says IdilS ; anain 1)iiIi1m-s says Itlti", lull latiM- lii' says Cillaiii was lliiiv fmiii

1<308 til ll!7;) : i" lIu' ilcsciiplimi M' tlir ri^lit and litlo nf tin' Cniwii of (licat Itrilaiii tn lliulsnirs Day, .him' 'J. 170l>, Kii^. MSH. vol.

1., p. 04, il is sai.l tliat Sa. naiy (lillam wi'iit llicic in 1007, in llio " Nimsinli," lo ixpKni' ami inak.' a .si'tllcini'iit in llmlsuii s Hay,

»ml liiiilt Cliailos Fort at Ilnpcit RiviT.

(1) K. rlanil says UlOil. Ilu is not tlio oriniiiatdr ol this iTior. I have swn it clsrwlim^. It aiisKs from a iiiim^alculation nf the

ypar of Ih.' KiiiK's rcinii. Tin' ihartrr is .latc.l the -Jinl .lay nf May, in Ihc l«o ami tw.ntiitli vi'n^ of the Kiiifi's i«igli. Charlog tlio

Tut wan lii'licadi'd tliu .'lOtli .lammry, UM.S ; tlic •J'.-'ml year, t InTulnri', lu'Kaii on ttic Hlwt January, 1«70.

i'i) I inloi- ilalf May, lOti'2, in thi' .Imiiiml ilcs .li'snilcs, tinie is this intry : ".If /"iWi.i >lr tjiifhfrl- It S jmir leu Ti-»i.s Hlviyrr.i,

jf rmmtmi </<• ilro.wlli,rs i/iii .v'fii alhil ,i la Mcr ,tu Xoni. H iximi In unit dtmiU tjutlxck iiiw 10 liommcn t( inUnit iirriit itii (
'tifi

Tounnmtr, il ftserivU li .Ifonjr. If Gmityriitur," p. 308.


