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affected alao the welfare of the whole country. It i

was of far more importance to them, and its influ-

ence more universaDy felt, than that of every other

branch of industry. ^In this respect there was a

wide différence b^ween them and tbe people of

Engiand. Hère, tbere are so many vast and varions

interests, if any one was ruined, it would not affect

the gênerai prosperity of the whole nation. Its in-

fluence was local and Hmited. Hère also evCTy

class was efficientlyrepresentediii this House. The

cork-cutters, the sïlk-weavers, the paper-makers, and

others similarly situated, who were ail for free trade

for the rest of the world, but Protectionists for them-

selves~(« Hear," and laughter)—were so power-

fully and so ably represented, that they could make

themselves heard aûd felt, and, as we had lately

seen, could command supj^rt for their views even

among some of the oldest and foremost of the advo-

çates of free trade, who claimed exemption for their

constituents from the opération of their own prmci-

ples—but who waa hère to speak for those three mil-

lions of able, mtelligent, enterprising and loyal men,

who, though unrepresented, were sufficienily nu-

merous and powerftd to lay the foundation of a

large empire ? (Hear, hear.) If he felt discourage-

ment at this state of things, it was ndt diminished

by the considération, that the measure emanated

jS-om the ChanceUor of the Exchequer, one of the

^^..œost doquent, ingenious, andprsua^vejl men,but

as he described hiînself the other night,the most
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