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noeiTed into lU body a port of the vanquished
tribe, accompanied by which It continued to ad-
vance towanis the West ; while other Alans, too
haughty to renounce their independence, had re-
treated, some into Germany, whence we slinll sco
them afterwards pass into Oaul ; others into tlie

Caucasian mountains, where they preserve their
name to this day. The Goths, who Iwrdered on
the Alans, had fertilised by their hibours the rich
plains which lie to the north of the Danube and
of the Black Sea. More civilised •

; a uny of the
kindred Germanic trit»s. they began to make rapid
progress in the sociiil sciences. . . . This coni-
pratively fortunate state of things was suddenly
interruptal by the appearance of the Iluns,

—

the unlooked-for arrival of that savage ration,
which, from 'he moment it crosse<l the Borys-
thenes, or the Dnieper, Iwgan to burn thoir vil-

lages and their crops; to massacre, without pity,
men, women, and children; to devastate and
destroy whatever came within the reach of a
Bcythian horseman. . . . The great Hcmmnric.
whose kingdom extendci. 'rom the Baltic to the
Black >^ea, would not have abandonc<I his sceptre
to the Huns without a striiriile; Imt at this verv
time he was murdere<l by ii .lomcstic enemy. Tlu
nations he l>ad subjugated prepared on everv siili;

for rebellion. The 0.strogoths, after a vain re-
sistance, broke their allii-nce with the Visiijotlis;
while the latter, like an aflrighteil Hock of slK<p,
tr().>piiig together fn)m all parts of their vast ter-
ritory ti> the right b.mk of the Danube. refuMil
to combat those superhuman Ix'ings by wlmin
they were pursued. Tlicv stretchi-d out their
supplieating hai-la t.i the Itomans on the other
bank. ( ntreating that they might be permitted to
seek a refuge irom the "biitciiery wliich threat-
ened them, in those wilils of ilo'sla and Thniec
which were utmost valueless to the empire. " Tliiir
pmyer vrm gnuited by tlic Emperor Valcns, on
the cor.lition that they surrender their arms aii<l
that the sons of their chief men be given as hos-
tages to the I^lmau9. The great Visigothic nation
w ^ then (A. I). ?7G) transported across the Dan-
ube to the Mo'sian shnre— 20().0(K) warriors in
numlM r, besides children and women and sl.ives
in proiKirtion. But the Roman otticers cliarged
with the reception of the Goths were so bu.sy in
plundering the goods am! outraging the daughters
and wives of tli'eir guests that they neglected to I <lefjnce of "^fortilied towns.

over, a coMidcr«blc force of Gothic soldiers who
had long been in the service of the empire. The
open country of Moesia and Thrace was now
fully exposed to them (the fortified cities they
could not reduce), and thiy devastated it for a
time without rcsttaint. F.ut Valcns, the emperor
in the east, and Gratia' i in the west, exerted
themselves in co-operation to gather forces against
them, and for two years there was a doubtful
struggle carried on. The most serious battle
that of The Willows (Ad Salices), fought iu tlio
region now calle<l the Dobrudschn, was a victory
toneit'r side. On the whole the Romans ap
pear t.. .j.ive had some advantage in tliese cam-
paigns, and to have narrowed the range of the
Gothic depredations. But the host of the b.ir-
barians was i:)niinually increased by fresh rein-
fi.rceinents from lH?yond the Danube. Even
their own fcriK-ious enemies, Huns and Vlans
were permitted to join tlieir standard. Yet in
face of thi.s fact, the folly anil jealousy of the
im|X'rorValeiis led hhu to stake all on the chances
of a battle whieli he made basic to ru.>ih into,
when he learned that his nepliew Oratiuu was
•iiarching to his assistance fnnu the west. He
iiveted the r,olc honors of a victory; but death
r.i] infamy for him.*elt and an overwlnlming

ealumlty to thv empire were what he achieved.
The battle was fought near Hadrian' le on the
9th day of August. A. D. S'S. Two-thirds of
the Roman army iierislied on tlio awfid field, and
the txHly of the emperor was nevei found T
lloilj^km. Itii!f/„„(UIcr III i;i<krD, U- I. M 1

Al.soiN: E. Oiblmn, Jkrii'ne and Kill of t!ie
Hoimiu Empire, eh. 2().— II. Uraillev, Slonj of Ihe
Uollm. eh. f.— See, «:«>. Uomk: A. "D. 3B;i-;it9
A, p. 379-382,—Settlement of the Gothi by

Theodosius, in Mcesia and Thrace,— " The
forecsof the East were nearly annihilated at the
terrible battle ot AdrianoplJ: more than m.[..n>
Roman soldiers perished in the fight or iu the
pursuit

; and the time was long past when such a
loss could liave been easily repairc.l by fresh
levies. Xevertheless. even after this friilitful
massacre, the walls of AdrianopV- still opposed
an unconquerable resistance to the barbiirians.
Valour may supply the place of military sciencem the open field, but civilisi^d nations rec^- er all
the advantagrs of the art of war in the attjick or

secure Ihe arms of the grim warriors ot the mi-
gration. WhenccgreatcalamitiescnTOcil— J, C.
L. de Sismond., J-'ull of tlie llomaii Einjiire, e/i 3
and .5 (r. ]).

(Visieoths)
; A. D. 378.—Defeat and destruc-

tion of Valen i.—\\ hen the Visigothic nation was
permitted to cross the Danube, A. I). 370, toes-
cape from the Huns, and was lulmitted ii to Lower
Mo'sia, nothing seems to have l)oe>- .eft undone
that would exasperate and make r .lemies of these
unv.elcome colonists. Every possible extortion
and outrage was practised upon them. To buy
food, they were driven to part, first, with their
slaves, then with their household goods, and final-
ly with their children, whom they sold. In de-
spair, at last, they showed signs of revolt, and the
fatuoup Iloman commander precipitated it by
a murderous outnigc at >rarcianople (modern
Hliumla), In a battle which soon followed near
that town, the Romans were disastrously beaten
The Vicigoths were iiuw joined by a large bo<lv
of Ostrogoths, who passed the Danube without
wwtance, and received into their ranks, niore-

Thc Goths,
leaving Ailrianople in their icar, advanced, rav-
aging all aro;ind them, to the foot 0. the walls
of Constantiiiojile

; anil, after some unimportant
skirmishes, returned westvard through Jlace-
ilaeia, Epirus and Dalmatia, From the Danube
to the Adriatic, their passage was marked by
conflagmtion and bloi; I. Whilst the European
provinces ot the Greek empire suuk under these
calamities, tie Asiatic provinces took a ; sle
vengeance on the authors of them. ' The ^
}-ouths who had iK'cn recpiired as hostag u
the nation ci-ossed the Danube, and thoa. ;io
were afterwards sold by their starving parents,
were now gathered t. jrether iu different cities of
the Asiatic iirovinces and massacred in cold
blood, at a given signal, on the same day and
hour. By this atrocious act, all possible recon-
ciliation with the Goths might well seem to
be destroyed. The prospectVas discouraging
enough to the new emperor who now ascended
the vacant throne of Valcns (A. D. 379),— the
sohlier Theodosius, son of Theodosius who de-
livered Britain from the Scots. Chosen by the

1595


