was impertant to bring it down, and did not ask permission of the writer to bring it down at an
earlier stage. It had no value in this matter until the question was raised by my hon. friends opposite
who made the extraordinary statement that we had been offered by the Grand Trunk the coustruc-
tion of that road for the ordinary subsidies of our railway grants.

THE REJECTED G. T. R. OFFER.

We have lpglied to the rrgnaentntive of the Grand Trunk Pacific Company for permission to

ocument. The word ‘confidential’ is on it but we have the permission of the
to lay it before parliament. I shall now read it, and the hon. gentlemen can compare that
er with the statement th_n:y have made t\u'v;u1 hout this country that we were offered this road for
i bsidi ed is as follows :

S and
NFIDENTIAL. Moutreal, Que., November grd, 1902.

T0 THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILFRED LAURIER, G, C. M. G, P.C
Premier of the Dominion of Canada, Ottawa, Ont

8ir,—Your petitioners desire to memorialize your government in regard to the construction of a first-class line of

lway from the northern terminus of the Grand Trunk Railway, at, or near, North Bay, Ont., through to the Pacific
, for the reasons and upon the conditions herein set forth :

1st. That it is considered very desirable and in the public interest that there should be, without any unnecessary de-

y, & trans-continental railway reaching from the Atlantic ocean to the Pacific ocean, in order that additional

lities may be provided for the large growing business of the Northwest, which might otherwise find its oul

through American channe
and. That your petitioners

& line from North Bay, Ont.

rmpoot, as soon as authorized by,our government, to undertake the construction of such
or some other point north thereof, to be defined), to the Pacific vn\. the terminus to be
at or near Port Simpsou, with all necessary branches g the route, to be designat

srd. That your petitioners, therefore, asl their application for authority to, construct such a line of railway,
to be called the “Grand Trunk Pacific Railway "' shall be granted.
4th. That your petitioners will be prepared, immediately an agreement is entered into by the government, and the

ions hereinafter are sanctioned by an Order in Council, to place & corps of engineersin the field,

points on the projected line,

both at the eastern and western ends and at other \ 1
sth, That the routes to be selected shall be submitted to and approved by the government, after proper surveys have

n made,
6th. That as soon as the plans and routes are approved, work shall be commenced and the road shall be completed
and in tion within a period of five years from the time the Act is in force
7th, That all the work shall be subject to the inspection and approval of the chief engineer of the government
Sth. That in order to provide for connection with the Atlantic sea-hoard all the year round and through an all-British
territory route, your petitioners will be prepared to enter into an arrangement with the government for an inter-change
of traffic, or other satisfactory agreement with the Intercolonial Railway at Montreal or to consider such other proposal
as the government may submit.

our petitioners would have the advantage of all the eastern connections, in Ontario and Quebec, of the
{ Railway, and by this means on the completion of the transcontinental line there would be established
and opened up a complete system from ocean to ocean

10th, That the conditions referred to in clause 4, upon which your petitioners would undertake the carrying out of
work, may be set forth asfollows
the Dominfon government will grant a cash subsidy to your petitioners of §6,400 per mile of railway, and
iti 000 acres of land per mile,
(b.) That the p-chm of the casr Ke of the mails shall be calculated on the same basis as provided for under the
contract made with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company

(c.) That rails and materials of every kind used in the construction of the railway—if dutiable—shall be admitted
free, if guch material cannot be obtained in Canada urwll equally favourable terms

Ltr) That the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway and all stations and station grounds, work shops, buildings, yards and
ot! roperty, rolling stock and appurtenances rt(‘ullfd and used for the construction and working thereof, and the
capital stock of the company, shall be for ever free from taxation by the Dominion or by any province hereafter to be
blished or by any municipal corporation therein; and the lands of the company in the Northwest Territories (until
they are either sold or occupied) shall also be free from such taxation, for twenty years after the grant thereof from

the Crown

Your petitioners ask that your government will give the prayer of this petition their early and most earnest consider-
ation
And your petitioners will ever pray. On behalf of the petitioners, GRO. A, COX,

CHAS, M. HAYS,
WM. WAINWRIGHT

OPPOSITION VERY FAR ASTRAY.

Now I want my hon. friends to look into this matter a little further and see the difference bes
ween the offer of the Grand Trunk as they have stated it and the offer as it really is. I have shown
you, Sir, that they ask maximum subsidy of the Railway Act which is $6,400 per mile. They also
ask the exemptions with regard to customs taxation, such as were granted in the case of the Canadian
Pacific Railway and such as we have refused to grant them under our contract. They alsoask exemp-
tion from taxation, particularly in the matter of lands in the Northwest Territories an exemption
'which has been the cause of great difficulty in the Northwest Territories, and which we emphatically
use to grant hereafter to any company whatever, And then they ask that we shall give them 5,000
s of land per mile. Five thousand acres of land for one mile of railway might notalarm anybody
ibut when you mul(irly that by the mileage of a long line of railway you discover that 5,000 acresa

ile is a very considerable amount. The hon, member for Compton (Mr. Pope) in the speech which
he made the other day on the value of the aid granted by Canada to railways during past years dealt
with the question of both lands and money and he computed the value of the lands which we have
given in l)ygone years at $2 per acre and I do not think that was an unfair calculation. If it will'be
generally admitted that §2 per acre was a fair estimate as respects lands granted in the past, $3 per
acre would net be an unfair estimate, but a very moderate estimate, as to the value of lands to be
granted now and hereafter. I do not think the hon. member for Compton (Mr. Pope) would object
to such a calculation as that. Let us see how it works out.

The distance from North Bay to Winnipeg is 1,012 miles. From Winnipeg to the Pacific 1,480
miles. The total distance of the line proposed by the Grand Trunk is 2,492 miles. 2,492 miles at
$6,400 per mile amounts to $15,048,800. 2,492 miles at 5,000 acres per mile amounts to 12,460,000
actes, 12,460,000 acres at §3 per acre amounts to §37,380,200,
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