
malic II revoliitioiiary change lor what they would think
t"> be ill! inllnitesitnal jjain."*

I:ii|iirial I'Cdcralioil on a hric Trailt basis, coii-
tluiled by an lm|Krial Council, which lali r on mij-ht
IfruK inio a I'cilcral Parliament, was the conception
whuh dominated Mr. Chamberlain's mind at the
Colonial Conferenie of iHy;. Such a Couniil, nm in
Its earlier and merely n)nsultati\e days, would be-
come an orj;an of authoritative advice in Imperial con-
cerns, and, in particular, an Instrument for the
IHcparation of a scheme of voluntary contribution to
the cost of ImpiTial definie from the self-iroverninit
( olonies,

The Secretary for the Colonies was, however, a
tjood deal in advance of the sentiments of the Premiers
allendinn 'he first Conference of iH<,7. They were not
able to accede either to the politiial or the commercial
project, and upon both issues confined themselves to
resolutions of a purely general iharacler. Instead of
adoptmtf the pioposal of an Imperial Council, they
merely passed a resolution to the effect that " The
I'remiers are of opinion that it would be desi-able to
hohl perio<lically Conferences of riprescntativcs of the
Colonies and (ireat Britain for the discussion of
matters of common interest." On the qu stion of
Commercial Cnion they contented themselves with
passin); two resolutions, one urRinf; the early denuncia-
tion of any tre es which hampered the commercial
relations b.j.,vc I Great Britain and the Colonies, the
other undertaking to confer with their colleagues with
a view to eonsidcrinK whether a preference might not
be f;ivcn by the several Colonics to the products of the
Cnited Kingdom, t

It is quite evident that neither Canada nor .Australia
were prepared then seriouslv to consider entering anv
political or economic arrangement that would bind
them in any way, or to entertain anv proposal for
Colonial contributions to Imperial defence on any basis

• SpsM-h at ConfcmiiT o( Home and Colonial Chanitx-rs of
Commerce, June lo. 1896.
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