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In 1973, the UN declared the period
1973-83 a Decade for Action against
Racism. The Program for the Decade
called for a world conference on racism and
racial discrimination, to be held in 1978.
Canada, with the overwhelming majority
of member states, welcomed this initiative
and extended its full support to the
Program.

In 1975, Western support for the
Decade was undermined by the adoption
of a resolution condemning Zionism as a
form of racism and racial discrimination.
Resolution 3379 distorted the original
character of the Decade, in the opinion of
Western delegations, most of which then
voted against the resolution concerning

the Program for the Decade, including
the World Conference, as well as Resolu-
tion 3379.

Since it was generally felt that West-
ern participation was essential to the
success of the Program, efforts were

made at the thirty-first session to restore
the original character of the Decade. Al-

though these were not entirely successful,
sufficient progress was made to allow

Western delegations to take a more posi-

tive attitude and Canada was able to

abstain on the resolution concerning the
implementation of the Program.

In 1974, ECOSOC declared that
states giving any assistance to regimes in
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