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V’I‘here are some ycherry trees and raspberri growing in a -

vacant lot down the street from The Times office.

Blackberries and grapes also grow there without the

addition of chemical fertilizers and bug sprays. -
The cherries are firm, red-ripe and tart. I started picking
some.

“Why don’t you try the raspberries?”’ came a voice from™

a boy of about 12. “They’re a lot sweeter. The cherries are
pretty sour for eating, but they're alright for jam.” ¢

He and some friends were filling plastic containers with
berries.

His name is Mike and he said he’s afraid all the trees will
be torn out-segn So someone can build a franchised
greaseburger joint. * ‘

““They’re ruining all the neat places around her,” Mike
lamented. ‘“They just keep putting up houses and things and
tearing everything good gown." ¢

“‘Yeah,” popped in one of his friends. ‘“You oughtta see
what my street used to look like down at the end before they
tore it out and built houses there. ¥

““They tore out our climbing tree and all the apples and
pears.” ’

There is something revitalizing about picking fruits and
berries in vacant lots near your house; not nearly the same
feeling as paying a dollar to pick all you want from some
farmer’s field.

It's a feeling of well-being and a contentment in knowing
that the world can be generous and sweet.

There ought to be a zoning category for vacant lots with
climbing trees and berry bushes. They’re too precious to a
neighbourhood to spoil with houses.

When I was 10 my parents bought a house in Miami
adjacent to a magnificent vacant lot complete with mangoes,
guavas, bananas, grapefruit, wild grapes, tangerines,
papayas, Florida cherries, oranges, voodoo beans, limes,
palm trees and a jungle gym banyan tree which covered the
area of a house with its maze of huge trunks and limbs.

.1t abounded . with . coens. and 'pegenms, and Jide and
rabbits.

You get a feeling of proprietorship about your vacant lot.
We kids ‘“‘owned” that vacant lot.

It provided our battleground for war games, lunch and
refreshment after exhausting play and a refuge to meditate
— or sulk after a spanking. - :

The inexorable bulldozer took it all away from us in two
chugging days and replaced it with an ordinary house.

It’s hard to reconcile one’s sadness at such a loss with the
fact that our vacant lot really wasn’t ours and the real owner
was holding it for development. It's even harder when you're
12.

Miami then was about the size of Oakville. There were
other vacant lots — none so nice — in bike range of our neigh-
bourhood.

But they weren't to last for long.

We stopped going to vacant lots after a while because it
was too heartbreaking to realize that soon they would be
dehuded of their plants and wildlife to make place for houses
or:builtﬂhgl.

‘ It’s the same feeling Mike and his friénds had as they
stood looking through berry bushes and cherry trees at the
already cleared patch below at Southdown and South
Sheridan Way.

Mike surveyed the flattened area as he stuffed black-
berries in his mouth:

“Boy am I really going to be mad if they tear this place

up. ;
Me too, Mike.
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The' lawyer for the
developer, R.K. Webb, said
about one-quarter of the
_fleor enaee. would be for
professionaltpffices.

He said there are plans for
a medium-size supermarket
in the plaza.

The front of the plaza
would be glassed in with a
common entrance door to a
walkway leading to the
stores and offices.

Parking for 201 cars would
be provided on the 3.5-acres
of land to be used for the

" Nurse bound
for Jordan

Flora Mclsaac, of
Mississauga, has started a
two-year tour of duty as
central supply nurse in
Aﬂﬁlh. Jordag.. .,

Miss Mclsaac, a Royal
Nurse, has been employed at
the Missjssauga Hospital for
the last two years.-She joined
the MEDICO program, a
service of CARE, July 1.

She has also worked at
York County Hospital in

Newmarket.

Picking cherries at corner of éouthdown Road and South

Councillors approve spot-zoning
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CENTRAL
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$'|56°:_

Carnier Central Air Conditioning keeps your home evenly cool.
dry and helps reduce dust and pollen that bothers allergy
sufferers. And the price_is less than you think. For a free
estimate of thg cost of installing Carrier Central air condition-
ing~ia_ omeé. give us a call. NO OBLIGATION. OF
COURSE.

? -
,*These are grices of typical installations in the houscs pic-

tured above using Carrier equipment. Costs can vary depend-
ing on location, house layout and season. But these may be
considered typical for homes ‘of comparable size equipped
with forced air heating. N 2
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shopping plaza. The gas
station would be on a half-
acre site.

Tom Phelan, president of
the Lorne-Crest Community
Association, says his
members are adamantly
opposed to the proposal and
that they will probably
appeal to the Ontario
Municipal Board if council
gives its final approval
Monday afternoon.

Lawyer Shulman says the
town’s growth mentality is
making it expensive to
maintain the status quo.

“What council is doing is

¢
.

legislating profits for
developers and maybe
costing the residents a lot of
money to fight something
they don't ~want and
shouldn’t have in their

nelghbourhood." Shulman
said.
“I’'m surprised councillors

did that. The last time we
were in front of council I
thought we'd get a. better
deal that that.

“Look at where you can
havé R-3 in Mississauga —
Erin Mills, Mississauga City
Centre, Meadowvale — you

- can build thousands and

Wayl!letty(!eﬁ)udlmlc“.

Streetsville building ap-
plications — one of which
proposed construction on
land designated as greenbelt
in Streetsville’s own boun-

construction of  four
detached homes and 48 semi-
detached, Streetsville
planning board recom-
e o3 mended refusal of the ap-
bl plication in April on. the
grounds that it was
“premature.” Town council
accepted the recom-
tion.

Planning board chairman
John McLeod said in an
interview he could not

remember the application by
m&m Udney ' Development
in that area t00? Limited. He said, in regard

“And the town has really
been premature with all the
commercial development in

the tows, ““The. town has made

““The town lets them in and | -pplications to -expand s
then in five years — before you know,” he said, “and
the first commercial .

developments have had a
chance to make it — they

plan ahead for another five"

we're planning on that
Jasis” '

- Chic,

know at the time that the
application had been
refused.

Miuiunuga
commissioner

schar, in presenting the staff
report requesting deferral,
said, “Streetsville has done
these things in the past and
left us to pick up the pieces.”

The report, based on

inions from town manager
Bill Anderson and A.P.
Kennedy, manager of the
Mississauga Water Com-
mission, said the develop-
ment ‘“should not  be en-
couraged until appropriate
services are available and
an acceptable land use
pattern and road layout have
been decided upon.”

The proposed development
was in proximity to land
zoned agricultural. The land
is part of a study this year to
determine future
agricultural land use
throughout the town.

The second development is
still being considered by the
Streetsville planning board.
At a public meeting

planning
Pet-

residents objected to the
plan for four -detached lots
and 98 semi-detached lots on
a 31-acre site. The land is
west of Mullett Creek and the

T

. ,.A“

The Mississauga Times, Wednesday, July 19, 19725

Planners shoot down bids
to build on green belt land

CPR tracks, south of
Thomas Street.

In requesting deferral on
the application the town
engineer cited needed road
use and land studies, lot
depths, the question of storm
sewers and the proposed
realignment of Thomas
Street as major problems.

John Saz, representing the
builder, Saz Construction
Limited, addressed planning
board to oppose efforts to
postpone processing of the
proposal. He said it was
proceeding through
Streetsville planning board
and council and that no
major objections had been
raised.

He said his group was
providing five acres of
parkland in the plan. Pet-
schar replied that the land is
flood vulnerable and
wouldn’t be acceptable as a
parkland designation in
Mississauga.

Exasperated by his lack of
success in changing board
members minds, Saz said he
was ‘‘caught between the
two — Streetsville and
Mississauga. I'm not sure
what the politics is,”” he
claimed, “but I'm squeezed
in the middle.”

Marray reacted with dismay
it last week’s planning
soard meeting when he

years and provide com-
that makes it even
harder for the little com-
mercial outfits,
“Everybody suffers.”
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Largest Selection In Mississauga
“OUR REPUTATION HANGS ON YOUR WALL"

~Cenel®Word™1

3008 Hurontario Sireet in the Centre of Mississauge on Hwy. 10 ot Hw. §.
Phene 179.3844

ing et the reer of the stere.

. Customer perk
Open duily 10:4, Pridey 16 9. Saturdey 0 5.

Natural Oils — Color — Softness Restored
by the World's Finest Cleaning Process

PLACIDO'S CLEANE

Call 233-3225-6

SUEDES  LEATHERS  FURS

ALL COTTONS
CRIMPLENE

;;"

iy OXFORD jabiscs

DIXIE PLAZA

Q.E.W. & DIXIE RD

274-5264

LT

DOMINION
The SHERBROOKE SPANISH DESIGN

Finished in pecan-veneers and elm solids

Al Exclusive at
- DOMINION ;
OAKVILLE :

Save

now ot sp
discounts at the AREJ
LARGEST DISPLAYS o
Vilos furniture . . . "Ou
Colonial Village".

“| SUGGESTED LIST

crattsmanship. See it
to believe its low, low price. Night
tables also available.
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EASE OF SELECTION

"DEILCRAFT"

o CHEST « HEADBOARD (4' 6" or Queen Size)
- Massive madldings, bold carvings and '
authentic hardware with “N?fmoq" ' ;gr'_!NPD -yl
finish, ond protected against spills 1 & P
and scrages by "Duradeil”. Truly a : THUR.& FRI.

ALL MAKES AND MODELS IN STOCK FOR YOUR

FURNITURE
131 Kerr St.
Oakville
845-0431

FACTORY
CLEARANCE
SPECIAL ~

‘TIL 9 P.M.
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