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- Berger Report-presents natives stance

By PETER ARCHIBALD
The release of the first part or
the Berger report, “Northern

Frontier, Northern Homeland" has
collected a respectable| if not
magnitudinous amount of favour-
able comments.

The successful debut is credited
in a large part to the ability of the
report to ftruly present the
situation of the Northern natives
stance on themselves. A view of
themselves as a people and nation
different than the ‘'colonizers",
(i.e. us), is well defined. Their
basic demands: for the right "to be
in charge of our lives and our
future."

The Northern natives of the
MacKenzie Valley, particualrly the
Dene who are the most politically
conscious, have given a true focus
of their problems in Berger's
report: A report with intellectual
credentials that has not been in

homeland" seems appropriate for
the two opposite factions and
interests that are battling in the
north. Our frontier is their
homeland.

Hopefully the report will be
forceful in swaying the unknowing

indifference ) that our impres-’
sions of northern natives prefer to
take.

Unfortunately, we know too
well that the persuasiveness of
the report will lessen when the
concerns of those who privately
control a significant portion of the
Canadian economy are brought to
bear on the pipeline matter.

It is an illusion that the
Canadian people can have a hand
in shaping the destiny of our
country through our present
‘democratic’ political structures,
As long as US. owned corpora
tions have such a strong influence
in Canadian manufacturing, petro-

people will not have the control
over their destiny.

The Dene's struggle reflects
ours, and a new vigour has been
instilled in their ambitions for an
identity as a people.

The truth of the matter is those
people who say that this inquiry Is
our last hope are accepting the
fact that the Dene have been
colonized and they believe that

only the colonizers can ‘oct and

that the hopes of the Dene are In
those same people who are
colonizers. That is not true: that
can never be true of any
oppressed people. It is only we the
Dene that ccn guarantee our
future.” [O'Malley: pp. 264)

These words are those of
George Erasmus, the president of
the Indian Brotherhood of the
Northwest Territories.

If even uttered, in a different
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deal of drag in Southern Canada:

years will be required in the
Mackenzie Valley and Western N than
Arctic to settle native claims, and W m w
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to establish the new: Institutions
and programs that a settlement
would entall. No pipeline should l

If you've ever considered a career in law
enforcement, now's the time to talk to the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. The

be built until these things havel
been achieved." [Berger: pp. xxv]

opportunities have never been
greater.

The Native people had substan- '
tial control over the procedure and
the bearing of the inquiry, "which
did not seek to impose any
preconceived notion of how the l
hearing should be conducted."” l
For instance, the RCMP is
accepting applications from both
men and women, married and single.
And the salary scale has increased
considerably. It starts at $13,500. per
year ($260. weekly) with regular

This gave the inquiry a purely
native orientation, allowing their

increases to $19,000. ($365. weekly)
in the first four years.

ideas to surface loud and clear to
the Southern populus of Canada. '

Clearly, the native people
demand recognition of their most '
basic rights, both in principle and
working practice, before any I
northern development should
proceed. As Berger noted:

"The native peoples do not
believe that any recommendations If accepted as a member of the
Force, you'll receive intensive
training in all aspects of police
work such as law, investigation,
first aid and community relations.
Then you'll be posted to a
detachment where there's every
chance to put your knowledge
and talents to work; to earn
promotion and, equally

this Inquiry may make for the
important, be proud of what

incl

) pipeline project will be carried
out, even if the government finds
them acceptable and even if

. industry says they are acceptable,
unless they are in a position to l
persist upon them. And they will l
be in that position only if their,
claims are settled, if their rights to|
their land are entrenched, and if]
institutions @re established thatl
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With nearly as much signifi- l world.

cance is the directness with which
the demand was presented to
Justice Berger. In Fort MacPher-
son, July of 1975, Philip Blake told l
Berger:

“If your nation becomes so
violent that It would tear up our |

. Soif you're a Canadian
citizen 18 or over and in
good physical condition;

think about a career
| with the RCMP.

land, destory our soclety and our Call or write
future and occupy our homeland ' your nearest

by trying to impose this pipeline office or use the
against our will, then we will have ' coupon. We'd
no choice but to react with like to tell you
violence. | hope we do not have # more.

do that, for it is not the way we
would choose." ;

There is somehow a very large
tinge of justification in this when l
we take a step back:

“"However, if we are forced te l YS
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