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For over twenty years, Orchesis has given

U of A students, staff and alumni the oppor-
tunity to strut their stuff. The PhysEd-funded'
dance group is anticipating a very hot annual
show tonight and tomorrow night although
it is Iooking to, an uncertain future.

"l t's al 'original choreogra4phy,'" Orchesis
director Marsha Padfield sad of this year's
show. 10t1l be really fun for thé artists as weII
as the audience!'

Padflld, a UCLA grad who has taught
dance at the U of A for 15 years, described
this year's program'as a 50-50 offering of
creative (or modern) dance and jazz dancing.

"Jazz is usually choreographed to rock or
pop music; it's very rhythrnic and up beat.
There is a set voçabulary of jazz movements,
just like ballet has certain movemrents. Mod-

k ern dance tends to have a wide open vocab-
ulary of movement."

Padfield said Frank Panych's "The Refu-,
gees", which wiII be performed ton îght and
Friday night, is an example of how modern
dance is flexible enough to tackle complex
social issues-

"Refugees are free in the sense that they
have escaped f rom sorte place. But they feel
pulled. They've Ieft their culture so they have

Smixed feelings."
Padfield has advice for those who are

afraid.that, with a liberal vocabulary, modern>
dance is too abstract, too high-brow.

"When You 1isten to musie, you dor't pick
it apart note by. note. You get an. overal
feeling. You should watch dance the same
way. You should go with the feeling. That
should make if comprehensible."

Padfield is very confident about this year's
show - which wiIl include a world premiere
of a Violet Archer composition Archer hem-
self commissioned Jacqui Ogg.toc, hoeo-
graph - but is womied about the future of
Oechesis,.

She explained that the univemsty's PhysEd
department assists the dance goup by do-
nating rehearsal facilities and teaching time.-
With the only other professor (Who has
worked on a part-time basis) involved with
Orchesis, on leave this year, much of -the
womk for this yea'show feu upon Padfield's

Ànovel introduction to Naipaul
Hinding the Centre
V.L. Naipaul
Andre Oeutesh Ld.,
rev4eii by Gary DIô

In his newest book, Finding the Centre,
two narratives, V.S. Naipaul aiows his long-
timte admirers a look at how closely his art
mirrors his ife.~ Those who are unfamiliar
with Naipaul's Work will find this book the
perfect introduction tG an excelent and pro-
ific authors work.

finding the Centre contains two narra-
tives. The first narrative "Prologue to an
Autobiography" looks back at Naipaul's be-
giinnîngs. Hé recalis the first line of his first
published rnovel:

"'Every morning when he got up Hat would
sit up onl the bannister of his back verandah
and shout across whàt's happening there
Bogart".

Naipaul has followed th-is first fine with a

number of fine novels, travel books,- and
joumnalistic pieces. He has garnered almost
every mrajor witing prize awaded-in Eng-
land. Yet ait this success has not clouded his
view of the past. He recails, in his new book,
ail the anxleties of making hisstart as awriter
with refreshing honesty.,

Naipaul looks with this samne honesty at
the man who gave hlm the ambition t o write,
his father; a man who died in tragic circum--
stances: a frustrated writer tapped in the
rural povertyof Trinidad. Naipaul escaped
his father's fate and went on to ransformn his
father's tragedy into the deeply moving, yet
unsentirnental, novel,. Mr. Bswas.

As well as sharing the intimacies cf bis past,
Naipaul explores the process of writing itself.
This part of the book wiIl, perhaps, be the,
most interesti ng to the uninitiated.
.Naipaul attemnpts, and very nearly suc -

ceeds, to record those seemingly rnagical
evrents which go'on in'an artist's mi. The
resuit is an uncondescending lookc at the

process of writing;. a look which ebould,
prove invaluabte to aspiring writers who
have fumbled with the highbrow mysticîsm
of certain others who have written on the
subject.

If Naipaul's first narrative is an examinatiort
of the writing process, lhen -the second is a
living example of bis wrîting. "Crocodiles of
Yamoussoukro", describes Naipual's visit to
a town on the lvory Cot,It'shows Naipaul
at the height of his, powers: the people he
meets corne alive; the, descriptions of the-
setting inspire wonder; and the reader walks..
away with a rich sense-of having actually

* visited the place he-describes.
Finding the Centre-offersa glinîpse fito a
great writer's mmnd,"but cari be read for no
other reason than pure entertainment -
which is after ai the best reason for readlng
any book.
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