The kids loved the puppets.

SUMMERFES

FEATURE by RAY GIGUERE

Edmonton's third annual festival of
the arts, Summerfest, turned out to be more
of a crowd pleaser than a financial success
this year,

Acclaimed by both critics and public
alike, Summerfest 82 scored top marks for
the caliber of entertainment it presented
for 23 days in August. Despite factors like
very late funding from the City of
Edmonton, and the country’s deep reces-
sion, the Summerfest staff of mostly
volunteers proved once again that this sort
of event can be a worthwhile expense to the
ciey. :

With the added problem of the Jubilee
Auditarjum not available as a venue, the
festival organizers decided to use the giant
Circus Tivoli Tent set up in Government
Hill Park. The tent held 2700 people,
seated around a circular stage. The tent had
its problems however: parking was a
nightmare and the general confusion
caused many late starts for shows. But once
inside the festival atmosphere prevailed
with a variety of different performances
held under “The Big Top".

The crowds lined up to see things like
Sesame Street's Big Bird conduct the
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, the
Nylons, Bruce Cockburn; the Edmonton
Opera Associations’ performances of the
“Merty Widow" and “HMS Pinafore”; and
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This is an example of the crowds that visited the Valley Tent
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