
CANADIAN COU RIER

PEOPLE AND PLACES
Litle Sfories h9 Land and Sea. oncerning the folk iDbo moue hilber and thilher acrou the face of a Bitg Land.

ALWA&YS
READY

CANý ADIAN AUTHORESSES AT LARGE.LRS. JEAN BLEWETT has been badly traduced
b>' an Edmonton newspaper which called bier
recently "Miss" Jean Blewett. She is now on
her way to the Peace River country where she

visit her only son, iocated there some years ago.
le way Mrs. Blewett wili study folk probiems in the'ni settiements on the prairie with the particular
of investigating the social conditions, especial>' of

omen, with a dip into the probiems of church union.
is Mrs. Biewett's first serious trip to the West
from the railway. She is one of a number of

lian authoresses who have lately got the nortbward
for travel. Last summer Miss Agnes Deans

ron went clear up to the mouth of the Mackenzie
ime back: to lecture ahi>' on wheat and whales. Miss
; Laut canoed down the Saskatchewan and wrote
J articles. The Canadian authoress abroad is be-
oe airnost a fad.

* * *

"BIG MONTREAL."
SMontreai" is tie titie of an editorial in the St.

John Toiegraph, and the Montreal Witness lias
soting statistics that bring the seaporf cit>' into fie
Ilion class. No one has ever used the phrase
~oronto," which, however, .judged b>' the editonial
)f the Toronto Telegram, is a whacking big place
xhich Montreai wouid be a good-sized village. We
oinded also that ver>' seldomn does a writer of
mention Toronto, whereas Mont real is frequentl>'
in as a place big enougi te have an American

Tie Montreal Wîtness bas been digging up
itive statistics about cities on the American conti-
id discovers seme ver>' interesting facts-witbout
reference te Toronto. Says the Telegrapk:
c big Australian cities, Sydney and Melbourne,
outrank the biggest Canadian cit>', but Montreal

lestined te overtake and 'surpass both of fiem
pian>' more years. B>' the iatest reckoning
il is the ninti cit>' in size on this continent. Tie.makes semne interesting comparisons based on
ýarance of the new director>' which gives the ci>'
a population Of 389,837 The St. Louis district,
)be anneýxed, wiil raise tie total te 42o,ooo. In
ted States there are ahead of Montreal: New
,222,685; Chicago, 2 52,835; Philadeiphia, î,4î,-

,l'ouis, 704,593; Bealtimore, 650,000; Boston,
Pittshurg, 565,ooo; and Cleveland, 525,000, thus

Montreali ninti on tic continent. Sorte of tiese
-e growing faster than Montreal, Close behind,îwing are rougl>' counfed at four hundred thous-
h: uffalo, Detroit, Milwaukee, San Francisco.
1 has still , however, a censiderable immediate
1 population, mhaking the total up tO 476,334, or,
clunde Lachine and-intervening population, tweive
I more, se tiat we are new close on the half

Indeed, assufing tic samne rate of growf i for
th or two since this census was taken, we ma>'
bat Montreal, with ifs insular environs, now num-
I a miillion!'

WATER 0Fý WESTERN CITIES.
NTON bas trouble witi ifs watcr supp>', wiNich
es frein the Saskatchewan, whereas Calgary bas
no trouble with wafer which cones racing- down
frei tie glaciers at six miles' an heur right

tlhe cit>'. Caigary's water is hetter than Edmen-
in fact as fine as water cani le. lie Saskatcic..
7ever, is a good, beaiti>' stream, semnetimes ratier
dy> than is needeci for use, but free fromt microbes.
Ile at Edmonton is nef, however, wth the suppi>'
the pumping plant, wiicb bas net grewn as

s thec city. A new pump bas just been inistalled
million gallons capacit>'; but this must be dupli-
Fre- the cit>' can hope te get iewer insuirancef course Calgary', down in the iewi of fie foot-
the advantage of a gravity s>'stem fed freint aidj not requiring sucb an outlay for pumps.

ri's water runs down a two-hundred-foof gorge
lie pumpeci te the town wbich is on the lieights

Hence the difference.-whicb, however, ticj people are bounld te overcome just as fast aseijgs know how. Edmonton bas alwa>rs been
the most unanimous enterprise on fie part of

us. Edmonton was huilt up te a town of neari>'
isand without even a uine of railway when geecis

ferried and wagoned in fromn Strathcona. Atthe water suppiy was somewhat peculiar aise.rworcs of igoo were three or four water-wagons
p. attachnient. These wagons went te the river

and plied up the bank te the tu\wn supplying xwater at soniuch a barrel to the citizens who paid for ii direct to thew ater-man. In winter w hen the mercury dropped belowzero, the water-inan had a smail stove rigged on tire backof bis wagon and a systemn of pipes by w ýhidi he hot-airedbis load from freezing. Whieh -- iii the luter absence ofan>' fire pressure systemn in those days-was worse thaiieven an inadequate pumping plant.

HUDSON AND IIISTORY.

T HE second St. Lawrence is becoining îmumiiensely popu-lar as a subject of disýcussion and illustration iiinewspapers. Tfhe rivers flo\w ing frorn Lake \Winnip11eg ilitoHudson's Bay are the s3 tcim thaât make tie new econoinicseries of waterways and probable railways on thienratshore. Just the other dzy a mod'il of llenry Iludson'sship, the Haif Moon, camne îit Newý York on a steamierand was sent to a dockyard for re-furbishing on purposete be the central figure in a celebration to, be lieid thiofull, commemorating the life and voyages of the muai wIîodiscovered Hudson and Manahlat, whiclh aftcrwards be-came "Manhattan." Notiing is said, hewe ýver, as to thebigger voyages that Hudson niade- te) the ha>' that bearsbis name-where bie was at lenigth cast adrift by amutinous crew and was neyer givenýi a grave. But llenryHudson is te have a big future yet i both tie UnitedStates and Caniada. He is more of an international figurethan Champlain, %\ho saw littie of the United States butthe lake bearing. bis nine. Hudson seenis t0 have heenas much îitcreýstcd in discovering the site of New Yorkand Albany' as in iocating the sites of Churchill and YorkJîactor>'. But he lost his life in the latter job; tiot dreani-îng, very likelv, that tie iimaginations of C'anadianis wouldwithîn two hundred years or se be dreaming of greatcities on that frozen hay rivalling New York and Montrealas seaports; certail> not dreamning whneit was thatthe ba>' got i, wa-ýter--for lie nyrgot inland to traceup the Nelson te Lake \\ifiniipeg and heyond That te ticSaskatichewan wýith its thousands of miles; tic Red andthe Assiniboine that risc Ii Dakota and enipty inte fliclake at the soutbcrn-i enid; nor the Ram>' River and thelakes of that naie racing iii fruni the south-eastward.Hewever, it ail sceins to be working out te a scicine iiiwhich railways and wae-oesand big cifies aîîdelevators are involved; and perbaipsý hy fle tîme the fer-centenar>' cf IHudson's di ove> f ici big ba>' cernesround, Canada wîll be able fo orgaise a pageant at thenew City' cf Chutrchlil.
The Wýinn.ipeg Fre Pressvi' ptiblisbecd somne interest-îng information cencerning titi- newý traflc route tha-t hasbeen talked of as iulaking WVinnipeg a seapoýrt. If says:'lhle Nelson clsiIS a one of the lairgest Caujadiainrivers, Thoughl its wate rs have neyver beeni gauged, I)r.Bell has estinmated that il bas an annuaicl llow fiv!e t1inesthat cf the Otaaat Chaudiere Falls, whilc., b(cautse ofits tremendeous sterage reserveoir, if has Ii the great west-ern lakes district thev spring frcshis are net dangerousor froublesone. \\'ien Dr., Bl-l malle i s trip down theN'elson in the seetehe was the> fir-st white mlan whoiihad made the trip for haîlf a ce-ntury, and since fiat f imefiere havýe not heeni a biaif dlozen who biave trveledth

route.
Butt dut>' sent the t so, Bay raiiway engineevrsalong tic Nelsoni and fie>' are briniging back reportswhich tell of tie mian> advatntages of that mgifcnbody of water. Its drainage area is almnost as large astiat of tic St. Lawrenicc, which it resemble1(s in somewrespects. 'lhle fail front Laket Winniupeg te icwtri

710 feet. 'lhle river fespart cf this fali in leaps ofvarieus bceighits, while for the balance if Rows wilth greafspeed over mniles of rapids. Somne of the falîs are 253feet or more in heviglit, whiich with tbe, t roieendous flowýcf watcr available, gives promise of fremeundous li dro-cectrîc enryavailabie.y
Tien at the mnouti thc river again resembles tie St.Lawrence ver>' strong>'. From Scal Island, the hcad cftide-wýater, if op)ens eut graduail>' info an ever widlening

ciannel for 40 muiles te Hludson Bay', wii iiglit be saidto, correspond \with tic St. lawi\rence f rom Thrce Riversto Quebec. One cf tic advantages of the harbour, ifdeveioped, wcould lie that ift would be almnost impossiblefor a hostile vessel or fleet te approach tie port, or doofier than blockade it. B>' simpiy remeoving the buoy'sof the channel, cruisers or baftlesiips wouild net he ablete corne nearer than te within 40 miles of the harbourproper, and the channel could be readil>' defendcd. Onemari who had been over tbe route said recenti>' fiat theconstruction of the Hludson's Ba>' railway would be a>greater benefit te fthc empire than thc gift of a haif dozenD-readnoughts. It would give an additional route acrossthec continent se that if the St. Lawrence were bloccecsupplies couid stili be bandlcd from the Atlantic te thePacific b>' a Canadian route.
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