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it aside. Something above was hold-
ing it down-what? The perspir-
ation rained down his face with the
struggles hie made in that hot, con-
fined place; but hie kept on with bis
desperate attempts, feeling more and
more certain what it.was that was ly-
iug so inertly across that door.

At last he gave one determined
push, and succeeded in slidiugy the
trap door a few inches to one side.
At the samne instant sometbiugr above
seemed to give way. An icy biaud
shot out, and Ftruck him on the
check.

lHe lost his hold, and fell hack,
grasping wildly.

CHAPTER V.

IT was fortunate for Percy Mlarsbaiýll
that his shoulder struck theic l

as he fell. Hie was knocked agaiusýt
the ladder, and lie grasped the sides
with his arms and s1id, strikinig the
floor beavily, For au instant bie wa;s
dazed. Then he forced himself to
look up. Nothing-he coufl see no-
thing in the patchy blackness, of thatt
uarrowîng spire.

le put bis hand against his chek,
drew it quickly away, and sh;iîveredi.
Miarble-cold, the spot whicbi tbat lcy
baud had touched.

lie cret towards the arcb, and ly-
ing at fui le egth leanecd ouit as far
as bie could. H e saw thic settiung sun.i
It gave bîmn courage. His eyes tuirn-
ed mecbanically towards the gren
earth so far beneath hlm. Hie saw
two sheep peacefully nlibbling at the
grass, and far away a little chîld
toddling along wvitb a basket on becr
arm. A tiny fat dog, wbn looktd
like an ant, wvaddled after bier, Hie
stood uip and dIrewv a long hreatb, and
became cousciouls of pain lu bis rigbit
foot, lie bad straiued it lu bis faîl.

lie took flie littIe pieces of silk
f rom blis pocket and examniued if
carefully. it was of a becavy ricbi
material, apparently new, and on tlic
very edge was a tiny browu stali.

WhnMarsball saw tis lie turned
ta dlescen4s, tbeon pauseýd.

Wbiat wouild 'Margaret Lee tbiu11k
if sbie couild be Iooking agai to-nligbî,'ais shie had looked fic nîghit beforte.
aud saw' iii hlm csitatiug becauttse a
dead biaud hiad chauiced( to smite bis
cheek? He imazgitned lier watcbing
bini now, lier face wbhite, but lier ee
îrying to seud a message of brave
encouragemlent.

lie looked atf bis wvatcb,- It was
tiearly seven o'clock, and he( biad
promnised to sce bier before that. She(was alone, ui)1ood was there to hl,,
to comifort bier. But lie musiit finilh
bis task. Ile started uipwards. Nca r
the top) lie liited a match, and loiok-
ed steadilyaoe

Yes, it was as lie biad tboughit. Aui
armi dangled belplcssly tbrougi tlic
opening, tbe ai of a man'It, enlca1sed
in a sleeve of finle black9 clotbi. lte
band that protruided from tlic wbiîe,linlen cuif was small an leer bu1t
firmi. Its littic finger bo)re a rinig-
a beautifuilly carvedi iitailo, suir-
rouinded by a golden serpent, and the
links that beld flic ciff were black,
onyx, one baving a minute diamlond
at its centre, tlie othier a tiuy peari.

Marsball pbotograpb)ledl thesc e -
tails on bis mmnd. [lis way wsnow
clear before bim. lie bazd'only to go
to the nearest police station and re-
port wbat be bad seei. fls work(
was donc.

Hie paused on the landiuig, and
locoked once again in the direction of
Margaret Lee's home, lie thad some-
thing to tell bier nowý-sometbing taprove that lie had wasted no moment
in carrying out bier wisbes lie pic-tured her sad, cager face wben lie
should stand before bier and tell ler
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