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THE BATTLE, AND THE BREEZE
ý(Montreal Star.)

BRITAIN'S wealth and naval power
will make her a very powerftul

factor in any war which takes place
in Western Europe. It is lier naval
power whicli renders lier so0 strong
with Jtaly, Portugal, and even Spain;
and ber wealth would enable he r to
finance active military operations by
the two Latin peninsulas in case a
great European s'truggle were to
break out. The delicacy of the posi-
tion of Italy is flot always sufficiently
realised. It is terribly exposed to
naval attack and cannot afford to
quarrel with the powers which con-
trol the Mediterranean-as Britain
and France would-while. on the
other hand, she bas a historie dread
of the Austrian army whicli Germany
might permit to pour down tlirough
Venetia. But witlidraw Britain's
wealtli and naval power, and let
France and Germany balance each
other at sea; and Italy dare not fail to,
follow Vienna. In the last analysis.
this is an age of gold and not of iron.»
Batties aie lost and won in the bank-
ing houses of the world; and ail that
remains is tlie sacrifice of the men on
the red field or in the sinking slip.
This is what makes of the American
Repu1blic a power, aithougli lier army
is not, in timfe of peace, a force of
whidli Continental, Europe would 'take
count.' This is the weakness to-day
of Russia. She has lots of men but
no money and little credît. japan to-
day is crippled in ber purse, though
newbere else. And, more and more,
as the costý of war grows, will the
masters of the world's money be the
masters of the world's destiny.

THE GENIAL. UPLIFTING
DRUMMER.

(Vancouver WYorld.)
WHO can imagine a world witho~

commercial travellers, and wli
imagining it, would want to live i
it? The commercial traveller carri~
more than lis sample-cases. 'He
not only the agent of bis house but thi
agent of civilisation. Without li
welcome visits the monotony of lii
in -the ýoffice of the hotel in the sma
town would neyer be broken and tl
rural storekeeper, failing his revivif'
ing caîl, would decline gradually i
that fossilised condition in which a
vertising is a lost art and the accumi
lation of old stock gradually locks t
the entire capital. Then there is tI
influence of the commercial travelli
on the styles of masculine attire. NS
matter whether he steps out of a trai
wreck or an hotel the bath-rooin
which is not in commission he alwa
looks the same, tubbed and ironed in
a spruceness which is an inspiratiù
and which has an indirect but ve:
perceptible effect in increasing ti
business of the local tailors and ba
bers. It is appalling to think to wb
depths of slovenliness sorne of t)
more rernote communities might si
were it not for the periodical appea
ance of the commercial traveller
ail bis glory.
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taries, Wtho descended the river to tide
water, and after whom it lias been
quite appropriately named. A move-
ment lias been started to erect a monu-
ment to his memory at New Westmin-
ster, where bis dangerous voyage end-
ed, and Canadians everywhere should
flot merely take a sympatbeýtic interest
in the project, but extend to it such
practical encouragement as they can
afford to give. The full importance
of the work done by Mr. Fraser can-
not be appreciated witliout some
knowledge of its relation to that of
other contemporary explorers. His
immediate predecessor, Mr. Macken-
zie, lias already been mentioned. The
most noted of ail, so far as accurate
cartographical work is concerned, was
David Thompson, who entered the
Northwest Company's service in 1796.
From that date to 1811 rle was occu-
pied witli exploratory work in wliat
is now tlie Canadian Northwest, on
the head waters of the Missouri River,
and along the whole length of tlie
Columbia.' Like Fraser, he lived in
eastern Ontario, and died near Mont-
real at tlie age of eighty-seven.

THE TWO NATIONALISTS.

(Ottawa Journal.)

Tï HE disinterestedness of Mr. Bou-
rassa and Mr. Lavergne must be

respected as highly as their courage
and their independence. Whatever
may be the opinion of their policy or
ideas, every Canadian lias a riglit to
be proud of public men who place
principle and conviction bigler than
immnediate personal advancernent and
profit. Mr. Bourassa neyer had any-
thing to do but bld lis tongue in
certain respects to, have become a cabi-
net minister here long before this.
Mr. Lavergne has nothing to hope for
in Quebec politics which could com-
pensate 'himn for his withdrawal from
Dominion politics. But both these
public men have a conviction that
reform is needed in Quebec in somne
directions, and they have sailed in to
bring it about if they can, regardless
of their comfort, their political pros-
pects and their pockets. Sudh as
these must always continue forces to
be 'reckoned witl, whule they live, and
proba-bly both wîll play a considerable
part and a successful part on the
public stage for a lonz time to corne.

SIFT OUR IMMIGRANTS.
(Montreal Standard.)

e certai'nly selems rather singular to

n-' bonuses are still being paid to Enro-
ofpean agencies for the procurement of

vs surplus peoples from Central and
to Soutlern Zurope, not only is no as-

rn sistance offered to British emigrants,
y' but they are subjected to a money test

bce whicb, rigorously applied, would de-
r- prive this country of many admirable,

atcitizens. A man with thirty pairýs of
hie trousers is not necessarily depraved;

nka mani who coiild flot show twenty-five
r- dollars might become a wholesome,
in virtuous citizen. There are thousands

of persons ini the Mother Country liv-
ing f rom hand to mouth, who could
not, on the instant, produce twenty-
five dollars, but who, nevertheless,
from their habits, their character,

or their traditions, would make good citi-
ry zens of this new country. There is

lis somnetbing of worth in Anglo-Saxon
be civilisation. It is of value that the in-
a- comning settler is ready to salute the
k- flag, obey the law, and tlrill to na-
ire tional feeling. Thie statement that
ho the Canadian door is closed to British
ýer emigrants should not be allowcd to
Ire go unchallenged. It is not closed.
rts We qtill need millions: but we bave
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