
The« Western Home Mon thly
mnen danced together to thbe mugie of
Inuth-organs-the following morning
the trail swallowed them up.

The Valley of -the Peace River. That
the Wards might gaze on thle country

êpreaio ut below, -the tired horses were
pulled up beffre making the descent Qof
eeven hffnd.red- t4d the "Cros*dng." AI-
thjough the scéies were new to i-hern
yet it seemed as if they had arrived
in a horneland. The waters of the'Peace
end Srnoky Rivera were like silver
atreaks, while the his and dark ever-
greens rerinded Ada of hier own Lauren-
tian lis i far Quebec. Down, down,
the horsew went until the level of the
river was reached, and the main street
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of thbe little i-own building upon its
banks. A bank in a wooden shack,
hotels (of sorts), a smali mission
churcli, stores and a few houses formed
the nucleus of a place predicted -o de-
velop into an importantly placed towuL
"when i-he railroad came."

Thçi 'Teace Ilotel" opened is doors

Food seemed at famine prices to one
accustomed te the plentiness of an east-
ern farm, but on the other baud, the
arnount o.f garne eeemed marvellous.

The Peace River was the highway, a
river steamer plying betweeu the Ilud-
son'sBay trading pots, whiie t4ejn-
evitable Hudeon!s Bay store' was tJhe
centre of life at the Crossing, and f. few
Northwest Moun1ted Police heid their
wonderful sway over their district.

The firt Ohitmas came and found
Ada anxiousiy pacing- the floor as Wai-
lace was days overdue f rom hie. last
prospect.ing trip. What couid have hap-
pened? Only something serions i-o leave
lier alone on s'uch a day, a box from,
home badt corne, and the dinner was ar-
ranged as much like old times as Ada
could do it. A neighbor begged Ada i-o
leave the house and corne to liers, ut
no0 coa.xing could prevail, iu case Wal-
lace sh*uld arrive et a shut up house.
The afrternoon passed, then niglit carne,
and Ada wasthankful for the company
of the neighbor's chiid. Two days
later Wallace drove in with a
dead lame horse, and the tears
that hadl not. corne during thle
agony of uneertainty, :flowed for joy at
WVIalaoe's safety. The poor Christrnas

dinner was warmed again, and eaten as
a thankasgiving one.

?New Year's Day was i-o be a grand
event in the annala of the Crossing, and

1a wonderful charity bail wasto lie given
at the dotel, to raise money for a cot-
tage hospitaL The littie town was full
of men in for the holidays, in parties, or
twos and i-Lrees, but more of lonely men,
dcspe-ately lonely men, deterrnined
though strangers ail, to have as good a
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i-o the weary travellers, who felt it
would be botter to gét te kinow every-
one as quickly as possible, instead of
kéeping more -aloof in i-heir own camp.
.Afi-ér a few days prospécing about, ar-
rangements wére made i-o rént one of
i-be houses for i-hé winter, as the owner
was leaving for Calgary. No btter

piecée of luck could have befallén i-he
Warde, as with a comfortabie fixed up
bouse, i-bey could endure inany of i-hé

inter discomfort's of théir surroundings,
and were much envied by othérs who
wvere rapidiy pusihing into th-le "Cross-

W'allaceecould have had work from
first, but réfused i-o be i-érptéd by the
hig-h wages offered, feeling that be rmust,
keep bis'own i-m and object in view-4-
timbér limits and a milL

With a corfortabié homne te réeturn
i-o, -and good harsés i-o drivé, thé'Wards
pusbJed on ta seé Dunnegan for i-hem-
selves. Thé country was very fine and
qlite parklike woods were driven through
affording a good supply of fuel ta i-le
Oettlers who had aiready -studdéd thé
irail with i-heir log cabins. Thèse new
homes w'eré just what the difféent types
of wonen made i-hem; some were dé-
eoate, 9tbers, wile posessing no more

~vrdvgoods, kad an air of comfort. Iu
aone cabîn, i-he 'Wards found the bouse-
ivife lîad made~ curtains and covérs of
ivell washed bagging ecalioped with
(>igit wool. Punnegan in spité of the
fair prophecies forc it,, seemed vèry
Uxii, kand dreary, and with only a wo-
nalis instinct i-o guide bier, Ada urgèd
W\,allace i-o settie once for ail at Peace
P iver Crassing. After rei-urning tiieré,
WV:illace oftèn takzing a mail witli him,
i' t for harder itips,c and Ada's was i-be

Or rae of waiting. Neiglîbors offèved.
tu 1',ehi(pfLul. the majoity of the women
Luiig ha!l breéd wives.

tirne as possible lin te young apology of
a 'city. A great baking and cooking
vent on for, days, and xnuch scouring.
around for chairs and crolckery.

On the day itself, the littie church
vas crowded with those wbo went for
many reasons, and -WitIF~feelings oniy
known ta themseives, but there was 110

doubt as ta i-be attraction i-o aIl of the
familiar hymne. But the affair of the
evening was to be the cerentingofferof
friendship by -the citizens of thé "Cross-
ing" ta the strangers within their gates.

There vas a trernendous furbishing up
by Vie guests, and searching of longr
stored haggage. No one could boat an
entire newv outhit, but a new tie, or a
pair of aId evening slippers for one, a
colar last laundered in an eastern city,
or a fancy veet, made qui-e a fine effeet,
while the oniy concession one man couhi
make for such a& "real pari-y" vas ta
shave off his beard. Theé squawe. and
haif breed women were gaily bedecekcd
wtith ribbons, qui-e eciipsing the half
dozen white women and Ada, who had
looked in vain for the arrivai of i-he
long delayed freighit boxes.

-No one vas verv inuch. -be worsc for
-bhe gathering, and rnanv were very
niurh better,cfor i-hé atternpt 'io do as
i-hose iii choicer surroundings ere do-
ing that very same nigl)t. The dancing~vas fast and furious, and thé "gruli"
disappeared like ineiiing snow lu a bot
sun. It wasn't much, poor fellows, i-o
nieet with sucli a generous response,
but it would bave taken a great deai of
enticernent "back East" to have cieared
three hundred dollars.

About i-he middle of winter, Walhe
was cornpletely discouraged in -bis at-
tempt to find thé timber -lirits hé need-
éd, and he decided tihre vas nothing to
bé done buit go uown to Edmonton and
seé the provincial head of the crowNn
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House boat on the Peace River

"Caboose " in which the ward travelled
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