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men danced together to the music of
mouth-organs—the following morning
the trail swallowed them up.

The Valley of the Peace River. That

‘ the Wards might gaze on the country

spread out below, the tired horses were
pulled up before making the descent of
seven htindred- to the “Crossing.” Al-

' though the scenes Wwere mew to them,

yet it seemed as if they had arrived
in a homeland. The waters of the Peace
and Smoky Rivers were like silver
streaks, while the hills and dark ever-
greens reminded Ada of her own Lauren-
tian hills in far Quebec. Down, down,
the horses went until the level of the
river was reached, and the main street

House boat on the Peace River

of the little town building upon its
banks. A bank in a wooden shack,
hotels (of sorts), a small mission
church, stores and a few houses formed
the nucleus of a place predicted to de-
velop into an importantly placed town
“when the railroad came.”

The “Peace Hotel” opened its doors

Food seemed at famine prices to one
accustomed to the plentiness of an east-
ern farm, but on the other hand, the
amount of game seemed marvellous.

The Peace River was the highway, a
river steamer plying between the Hud-
son’s Bay trading posts, while the in-
evitable Hudson’s Bay 'store was the
centre of life at the Crossing, and a few
Northwest Mounted Police held their
wonderful sway over their district.

The first Christmas came and found
Ada anxiously pacing the floor as Wal-
lace was days overdue from his last
prospecting trip. What could have hap-
pened? Only something serious to leave

her alone on such a day, a box from,

home had come, and the dinner was ar-
ranged as much like old times as Ada
could do it. A meighbor begged Ada to
leave the house and come to hers, but
no coaxing could prevail, in case Wal-
lace shquld arrive at a shut up house.
The afternoon passed, then night came,
and Ada was thankful for the company

of the meighbor’s child. Two days
later Wallace drove in with a
dead lame horse, and the tears
that  had mot come. during the

agony of uncertainty, flowed for joy at
Wiallace’s safety. The poor Christmas
dinner was warmed again, and eaten as
a thanksgiving one.

New Year’s Day was to be a grand
event in the annals of the Crossing, and

“a wonderful charity ball was to be given

at the hotel, to raise money for a cot-
tage hospital. The little town was full
of men in for the holidays, in parties, or
twos and threes, but more of lonely men,
desperately lonely men, determined
though strangers all, to have as good a

T

to the weary travellers, who felt it
would be better to get to know every-
one as quickly as possible, instead of
keeping more ‘aloof in their own camp.
After a few days prospecting about, ar-
rangements were made to rent one of
the houses for the winter, as the owner
was leaving for (Calgary. No better
piece of luck could have befallen the
Wards, as with a comfortable fixed up
house, they could endure many of the
winter discomforts of their surroundings,
and were much envied by others who
were rapidly pushing into the “Cross-
ing.
- Wallace could have had work from
first, but refused to be tempted by the
high wages offered, feeling that he must
keep his own dim and object in view—=
timber limits and a mill

With a comfortable home to return
1o, and good horses to drive, the Wards
pushed on to see Dunnegan for them-
sclves, The country was very fine and
quite parklike woods were driven through
affording a good supply of fuel to the
settlers who had already studded the
trail with their log cabins. These new
homes were just what the different types
of women made them; some were de-
sobate, others, while possessing no more
worldly goods, had an air of comfort. In
one cabin, the Wards found the house-
wife -had made curtains and covers of
well washed bagging wscalloped Wwith
bright wool. Dunnegan in spite of the
fair prophecies for it, seemed very
bk and dreary, and with only a wo-
mangs instinet to guide her, Ada urged
Wallace to settle once for all at Peace
River Crossing. After returning there,
Wallace often taking a man with him,
lert for harder trips, and Ada’s was the
Weary role of waiting., Neighbors offered
to he helpful, the majority of the women
being half breed wives.

“Caboose ” in which the ward fravelled

/

\
time as possible in the young apology of

a ‘city. A great baking and cooking

went on for, days, and much scouring ,

around for chairs and crockery.

On the day itself, the little church
was crowded with those who went for
many reasons, and witH' feelings only
known to themselves, but there was no
doubt as to the attraction to all of the
familiar hymns. But the affair of the
evening was to be the cementing offer of
friendship by the citizens of the “Cross-
ing” to the strangers within their gates.

There was a tremendous furbishing up
by the guests, and searching of long
stored baggage. No one could boast an
entire new outfit, but a new tie, or a
pair of old evening slippers for one, a
collar last laundered in an eastern city,
or a fancy vest, made quite a fine effect,
while the only concession one man could
make for such a “real party” was to
shave off his beard. ‘The squaws and
half breed women were gaily bedecked
with ribbons, quite eclipsing the half
dozen white women and Ada, who had
looked in vain for the arrival of the
long delayed freight boxes.

-No one was very much.the worse for
the gathering, and many Wwere very
much better, for the attempt to do as
those in" choicer surroundings were do-
ing that very same mnight. The dancing
was fast and furious, and the “grul”
disappeared like melting snow in a hot
sun. It wasn’t much, poor fellows, to
meet with such a generous responsc,
but it would have taken a great deal of

enticement “back East” to have cleared

three hundred dollars.

About the middle of winter, Wallace
was completely discouraged in his at-
tempt to find the timber limits he need-
ed, and he decided there was nothing to
be done but go down to Edmonton and
see the provincial head of the crown
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: We Pay b/

< Have you funds you wish to invest for one year or five?

'.f Have you ‘an)"'«trust money you wish to put in a safe place? . - «
€ Have you surplus funds which you wish to lay aside from your business for a ti gZ?
1 Have you money on deposit to meet some future payment ?

All such moneys may be entrusted to the care of The Empire Loaz; Company and earn 5
per cent, while fully secured by mortgages deposited with a trustee.

THE EMPIRE LOAN COMPANY

UNION_  TRUST BUILDING WINNIPEG

J

OF  CANADA

Secure Prompt Returns Through
Union Bank of Canada Drafts

‘When you ship your live stock, grain or dairy B[:a'oduce, ensure

: %rompt payment by putting through & Union Bank of Canada

raft on the Consignee. This is the business-like way, and will

save you delayed payments and sometimes loss, The cost is
trifling—sce the Manager about it.

Over 315 Branches—Manitoba over 40 ; Saskatchewan over 90 §
Alberta over 50 ; British Columbia over 20,
BRANCHES IN SASKEATCHEWAN.

Abbey, Adanac, Alsask, Arcola, Asquith, Assiniboia, Bounty, .
Bruno, Buchanan, Cabri, Canora, Carlyle, Craik, Cupar, Cut
Knife, Dinsmore, bummer, East End, Esterhazy, Estevan. Eye-
brow, Fillmore, Gravelbourg, Guernsey, Gull Lake, Herbert,
Hughton, Humboldt, Indian Head, Jansen, Kelfield, korrobert,
Kindersley, Landis, L.ang, Lanigan, Lawson, Lemberg, Loverna,.
Lumsden, Luseland, Macklin, Major, anfe Creek, _Mnryﬁeld,
MacRorie, Melfort, Milestone, Moose Jaw, Moosol Morse,

pot, Plenty, Prince Albert, Qu'Appelie. Regina, ocan-
ville, Rosetown, Saskatoon, Scott, Sceptre, Shaunavon éimpson.
Sintaluta, Soutixey, Strassburg, Swift Current, Tessier, Ly eodore,
Togo, Tompkins, Vanguard 'Veregm Viceroy, Vidora, %?ella,
eyburn, Wnkxe, indthorst, Wolse-

Head Office, Winnipeg
Total Assets over $90,000,000 Wawota, Watrous, Webb,
Deposits over $72,000,000 ley, Yorkton, Zealandia.

Netherhill, Neudorf, Qgema, Outlook, Oxbow, Pense, ue, Pia- °
i Robsart,

UNION BANIK-

FARMERS!
You will get good satisfaction and the best possible.
«cash results by employing our services to look after-
and dispose of your carlot shipments of Wheat, Oats,

Barley and Flax. Liberal advances against shipping

bills at 7 per cent interest.
i '

THOMPSON, SONS & CO.

700 W GRAIN EXCHANGE, WINNIPEG

Little Things Count
Even in a match you should consider the ‘Little

Things”” —the wood, the composition, the strike
ability, the flame.

Eddy’s Matches

are made of strong dry pine stems, with a secret

perfected composition that guarantees ‘“Every .

Match a Lighter.” Sixty-five years of knowing how -~

—that’s the reason. All Eddy products are depend-
able—always.

g
.l e L

I.and'Bargains On Crop Payments or 'Exellang’e'_‘_ﬂ_

Write for our big new list of lands for sale, exchange, or crop L

payments, in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British
Columbia. It is sure to contain a description of a farm such
as you are seeking. Wrhe

THE WALCH LAND Co., Northern Crown Bank Bldz, Winnipeg
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