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What is Food Control?
It la the. Wiaer of Two Metiiode by

Speaking recently at a' meeting ofState Foed Commissioiners and hie per-
son*ýl staff, Herbert Hoever gave a strik-
ing ox'lanation of the part that feed
contrel plays in war.

He said that Eurepean nations went
inte the war gin little thouglit te theSubject of f ood.Even Grmany, wlth
all its preparations, liad net foreseen the
signifieance ef this factor. With mil-
ions ef mon taken from production, and
theusands of square miles of fertile
felds laid waste by armies, the world's

9 e~upboard quickly- began _developing abareness like that ef Mother Hubbard.
outyafter country went te the cup-or te get a bene, and found a

diminisbed supply.
This madé it necessary te organize

f ood supply and distribution, and theART ISTICALLY decor- various countries tried 'varions mothods.
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the werld's appetite, either by control- mous support to food contrel measui'e,ling that supply in ways that lead tu "Whether we like it or lot," they areeconomy and mako it suffico, or by lot- told, "tM'a is the situation. Businesstmng wages rise as priceS rise, te keep cannot go on as usual ini war timos 1be-pace reughly with fluctuations. Even cause -the law of . supply and demand i.,an amateur economist can 500 at a glance threwn out of operation. These are tfiethat food control is btter than wage conditions, and here is the only remedyincrease, because wage increase is a crude that has been f oii'd in countries withforce operatimg alowly, uhevenly and with greater experience in war than we bavegreat injustice and sufforing to millions yet had. What do you think about it,of workers. The wu.ges of many workers gentlemen ?"do net rise-the professional mon, clerical What the business mon think is shownworkers, public omployes, 'and se, forth. in every case by their action in recog-Russia tried the oxperiment of letting nizing the neeessity for foed centrol.wages adjuat themselves tu the diminish- They have promised their patriotic co-ing foed supply, #and it did not wrk- oeration, and are readjusting theirRussia was brought to a state bordering trade organizatien and methods foron anarchy by the intolerable pressure of loyal support of Food Admfiiistratioiuthe ýood situation on the ordinary peace- voIicies.fuI citizen. With sensible food control it is pos -Therefore, whether wo like it or nt- sible te handle the other two outstand-this is a favorite phrase ef the feed ad- ing problems of foed supply in war. Oneministrator, and typiflos the impersonal is increased,,preduction, and the other isattitude hoe takes toward these great economical use of food. With stable'oconemie problems-whether we like it or prioes, absence of speculatiun, and thenet, we muet meet the food situation in temporary surrender of individual tradeone way or the other, and food control advantages, the farmer can have an as-
surance of prices ample enough to en -
courage larger planting and live stoc>
raising. And by thoso samne safeguard,
thrown around the f ood supply, the con -

uer is made willing to econemize in
\feand is aise able te purcbase the

necessities of life at prices wvbich are at~' least reasonable, and what is more im-
portant, do not suifer wild fluctuations.

This is food control la a nutsbell.
Whatever fear or bestility there may ho
in the country over food control arises
entirely from misunderstanding ef what
food contrel really means, wby it is
necessary and how it is being carried
eut. In no case does this feeling per-
sist after real food contrel bas been
explained.

Expeienc .Wth Pcke
In my experience the packer is 0one of

the implements that cannot be dispen-
sed with. On soil that lias a tendency
te boý liglit or loose it is always needed.
There are five chef reasens for its use.
(1) It makes the land "lrmse that the

idrill werks botter, seed is put down at a
more even depth, and disks or shees of
drill turn and clean better, and herses
cafl walk faster and further without ho-
eoming tired. (2) It tends te bring soul
particles dloser te, seed thereby as$istingin the film mevement of water and a
quicker and more even germination is
the resuit. (3) It connects the surface
or cultivated soil te the subsoil se that
rapillarity or the upward movement of
water is facilitated. (4) ýThe packer is
one of our best implements te assist 'in
the prevention of soil from drifting. (5)
It makes the land firm se that a much
better drive at binding time is the result.
These reasons, together witb the fact
that packing under average conditions
increases sligbtly the yield, speaks vol-
umies for the use of the packer. The
Brandon Experimental Farm bas sbown
a slight increase in yield by the use of
the packer, and this resuit is gonerally
borne eut by those who regularly use it.

The question thon resolves itself into:
%%-len shahl we pack, and wbat is the
bcst kind of packer te use? It is the
intelligent answering of these two ques-
tions that givo the benefits befere men -
tioned. No set rule can be given, but
each fa'rmer must study bis own soil and
conditions and make bis ewn applica -
tiens. 'Generally speaking, howover, the
bcst time te pack is immediately after
the plow. Sometimes by packing after
tihe seeder we can save the land Iros'i
drifting, and often by running the pack-
er ovor a field that is already drif tiing,even thougb the grain bie up, wo cau heMd

the soul for a few days until the grain
lias again got a good start. For the
lighiter souls the subsurface packer is a
iiiehc better implement. It does notpul-
'emize the surface layer of soul like the
surface packer dees.' The packer withi
the V-shaped wbeol ceninects the sui-face
and subsurface sou botter than the packer
wîith a fiat wheel. lVhichever 13ype bie
tised it should be sufficiently heavv te do
wiiat its -naine suggests-pack the'land.

"W.ere the cons1slencemeîit cxervises ini-

"VI ý ice fîoîinlie %vas, div ided hetweenadvie fonipuiblic imen on the select ion-fif c areer and suggestions fromi gradu-
ates on how to ruai the governent."*

Early in the battie of Menin Road, in Fianders, a British observation bailoon and itsobserver ot into serions difficuities. The observer, to escape injury, chanced bis life ith aarte. This British officiai photograph shows how the parachute carried him tosafety in a tree-top. The observer let himself down from bis precarjous position by ineansof the parachute ropes, which enabied him te reach another truncated tree.
They fixed maximum prices, and mini-

- mnum prices, regulated the production and
distributing trades, and put their people

8 on rations. Those ceuntries wbicb os-
5 tablished the earliest and best metbods

of food centrel secured the greatest effi-
vlency in war. The best system, on the

*whole, is still that of Germany, and she
lias been able te maintain efficiency w"ith
« food supply wbicl in some of ber
enemy countries might be most embar-
rassiug. Russia, with perbape the great-
est possibilities of food production in
Europe, did notbing at alI, and eut of
Rtîssia's food situation grew bier revolu-
tien.

Mr. Hloover said, that whether we like
it or hiot, wve nust deal witb the food
preblern of war in one of two ways.There is noteticotigh food te go around.
if we stick toe 1 /lv ish metbods of
peace times. Rising prces, coupled with
(lepreciatien of inoney4, due to issues of
war bonds in ev ei-v countitry, which inake1
tlie purchasing piowier of imoney shrink,(
comipel uts te adjnù st le food supply teý

seems te ho the lesser of two evils.
This viewpoint explains most of the

work thus far donc by the United States
Food Administration. From August lOth,
wben President Wilson signed the food
law, 1Mtieî to-day, mucb of the work of
the food administration bias centered
upon the' erganization of food control
machineýy. The farmer, the grain man,
the milior, the baker, the packer, the
rocor, the ivholesaler and retailer, the

traveling salesman and the canned geodb
broker, bave gene te Washington in
bodies representing the best mon and the
best minds in their respective trades,
and bave conferred there, flot enly witlî
the food administrator himself. but with
leading mon in their owvn lnes wvho are
acting as volunteers on the food admin-
istration. Sometimes they have gone
with fear ini their lîearts. or resentmnenti
at the prospect of governînent inter-
ference in titeir business affairs. But
there is sonsetlsing in Washington wvhich
quickly dissipate1 . fear and rescntinuenit
anid leads these mnen to <fer t hoir uînani-
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