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The relations of the proposed Canal to the North West Territory, and the development
of that extensive and valuable portion of the Dominion, are also, in the “opimion of ‘the
Committee, additional reasons for the undertaking of the work. e necessity for its use
would also, it is believed, lead to an international system of Navigation Law between this
country and the United States, which would be equally just to both, and largely stimulate
the important industrial branch of ship-building in this Dominion. By means of its
construction the river St. Lawrence, which is the natural highway betwcen the Great West
(now rapidly becoming the granary of the world) and the coucumers of Kurope, would be
more used than at present. Thé consequence would be the necessiry enlurgement of the St
Lawrence Canals and the acquisition to that noble river of the vast trude which nature
intended it to have, but which the energy of man has hitherto, to a large extent, diverted
through artificial channels in the neighbouring Republic. DBj meaus of” the improvements
suggested in the navigation of the St. Lawrence, and an improved systém of International
Navigation Law, Canada would share, to a large extent, in the carryiug trade of the world,
and our Confederacy would be enriched by the stream of trade which would pass through
our ferritory on its way to the ocean.

The whole of which is nevertheless respectfully submitted.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

At the request of Mr. Capreol, Dr. TurPER made the following statement:

Dr. Tupper stated, that in the year 1868, he had several interviews with the Duke of
Buckingham, who took great interest in the proposed canal and expressed a hope that ere
long it will be constructed. He had also had several interviews with Mr. Hawkshaw and
Mr. Rendell, bgth of whom are engineers of the highest standing in England, and who ex-
pressed their confidence in the feasibility and practicability of the undertaking. He had
had communication’ also with Mr. Wythes, the eminent Eynglish contractor, and the latter
proposed in the event of the Government expressing a willingness to grant 10,000,000 aeres
of land, to send out engineers at his own cxponse, to verify the reports of Mr. Sykes by
actual purvey. , . . o

Dr. Tupper impressed on the committee the importance of some project of this kind for
facilitating access from the West to the Seaboard, being undertaken without delay, not only
in a Provineial byt a National point of view. Man of the highest: character and standing in
England, both contractors and engineers, are in favor of the construction of works of this
kind. He knew Mr. Wythes to be & man of immense wealth, and second; to'none in Eng-
land ‘a3 a contractor. He also gtated that Sir Harry Verney, a member [of the Imperial
'ﬂq\';sg of: Clommons, expressed great interest i‘% the gonstruotion of the praposed canal. D,
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