e

membet, Tet me ask, not what havebeen his views
or his sentiments, bat what hiasbeen his conduct?
He has done his utmost to denude his Scot-
tish friends and constitaents of theinconstitution-
al liberties.-  When I think of this, I feel bound
to tell him, though it may not. be a very com-
. fortable piece of information for him to bear
in his remembrance, that Scotchmen every-
where are like the guarded emblem of their
" never-conquered land, and are ever ready to
meet the foe who wantonly would tread upon or
rudely. touc' the folinge or the flower of their
freedom. (hear.) They willnotbe Scotchmen
if, when he again ventures to approach them,
he does not feel the thrust of their indignation
jercing the very marrow of his political exs
tence. ’

1 now comp, sir, to the gist of the amend-
ment—the constitutional question, as it has
been called; and let me ask if this 1s a subject
in the consideration of which we are to be met
with an objection, what I cannot but calla
constitutional quibble? We have been repea-
tedly and vauntingly told that we have shown
no precedent that would jus'ify the House In
adopting the amendment I have had the honor
to propose. 'To this quibble, sir, I offer in re-
gly thes Ystantial precedent of common sense.

t wiil be . me enough when these expounders
of constiv.‘ional law furnish me with a state
of things sumilar to that existing in relation
to this quesion—it will, I, say be time enough
to produce the now impossible precedent. 8ir,
the question of Confederation is upon us=it is
widely regarded as a new and unprecedented
malady, endangeringihe entire b
and how isitto bemet? .It mustbe dealt with
out of the usual course,—no ordinary applica-
_tions would be reasonable or wise; it urzently
demands the freest treatment, aud no treat-
ment seems to me more prudentor consonant
with wisdom than the one which I propose in
the amendment. This branch of the Legisla-
ture must, according to the principles of its con-
stitution, terminate i's exiatence in the course
of & very foew weeks. Every member of this
House will then be called on to meet his con-
gtitnents face to face, What,1 ask,even in re-
ferenceto the position and prospects of the Ad-
ministra‘ion itself, can possibly transpire be-
tween the present period and the period of
that inevitable election to induce the Govern-
ment to oppose the postponement of the ques-
tion until then?

T must not ba undarstood as wishing to
take the final decision of the question out of
the haids of the Legislatare, but let the mat-
ter remuin as it is, let the public business go
on to completion, aud after that is done let the
people as is customary and constitutional re-
cord their votes, and let the rasult of that élec-
tion be their decision of this guestion. * If fa-
vorable let it finaliy incorporated into law
when our successors come here. There is and
there can be no other guestion pending in the
country of greater impor'ance than this, and I
agsert that the clectors are intellizent enough
to decide it on its own merits. ‘With their ver-
diot I shall be eatisfied. This is no sudden im-

pulse with me—thisisno factious view. From.

the first moment that the question of uwnion
was mooted I have given expression to the
same unchangeable sentiment—and in doing
80 1 of course advocated a proceeding that

y politic,— -

wottld havs the effect, if adopted, of abridging
the term of my own parliamentary existence.
Particnlarly do ¥ conaider it as dishonourable
in the extreme to adopt any other course than
the one I advoeate inasmuch - as - gentlemen.
here in favor of this measure well know that
they are acting in opposition to their own con-
victions of the existing féeling throughout the
Province, In several counties public mest-
ings have been held which have been attended,
not by men of ‘one party, but by men repre-
sentlng every political olass} and no man can
beignorant of the septiment which those gen-

eral gatherings enunciated. The opinions.and - -

wishes of other-conuties have also in other,
modes been unmistakeably expressed. - It is,"
therefore, tyrannical, wrong and usjust in the
extreme, with that conviction un the minds of .
meambers, to refuse the people. the ordinary
right of passing on a measure that is -to affect
them and children forever.  What is the end
and ohject of government b&t the happiness
and welfare of the people? Governments are
not institutions created for the purpose of ham-
peringn few officiale, but to enlarge the intar-
ests and promote the prosperity of the coune
try in entive subordination to the well under-
stood wishes of the people. Is this measure,
regarded in.that aspect, in_the least degree
likely to secure that much desiréd end? Mr.
Speaker, I have from the outset of this debate
purposely abstained from going info the gener-
al question of Confederation, the resolution I -
have submitted afirma the one grand princi-
ple that the question should pot be decided
until the people are heard upon it at the polls.
I might have pointed out many incgngrui-
ties and unsound aud unjust provisiofls, and
manpy others likely to produce disseuntiouns in
the dominion about to be erected, but
1 have preferrad confining myself to the simple
but sound: principle of appealing first to the

-people of this country to ask them, the sov-

ereign people as I will call them, whether they
will bave this Union—this Dominion~~or not?
I cannot close, however, and resume my seat
without tbis single observation. The Govern-
ment are about to pass, or expect ere long to
gee enacted this measure of Union. When
passed and ena3ted will it be worth the paper
on which it is printed if the minds au(i) the
hearts of the people do not endorse ivz. Is it
merely a stretch of the imagination to fancy
a majority returned in opposition to the
principles of the bill,-~may we not justly an-
ticipate that contingency? And what thén?
‘Why of courae that there will be an agitation
wide and violent for the repeal ¢f this union.
In what temper and under what pledge will-
the represen‘atives of the people come from
the, polls? by a large majority this house,
or the house to succeed if, will ba composed
of the men opposed to Confederation. Do
you suvppose, sir, that the seuse of " wrong
aud iojustice will se soon be effaced from
their hearts and memories? No the same con-
vipt.ious that operate now will operate then
with tenfold furce, and lamentable will bethe
condition of disorder and confusion in whigh
public matters will then be involved. It is
surely more than wise to avoid this' almost
certain consummation. I ask the house to
counsider its position and its duty in {hat view.
This argument I feel shoald opefate faverabl
upon the vote to-night. I conclude, sir, with
the hope, sincere and ardent, that the coursd
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