
[e6l

membet-, let me ask, not what hasebeen his views would have the effect If adopted, of abridging
or his sentirents, but whathasbeen his conducte the term Of my own parliamentary existence.

Re has done his utnost tg * denude his Scot- Particularly do l consider It as dishonoutable

tish frien4s ad constituents of tbeinconstitution. ln the extreme to adopt any otber course thau

il liberties. -When 1 tbnk of this, Ifel bound the one I advocate Inasmuch an gentlemen.
al telibe Wn thô ink ofv inse a feel bond 1here ln favor of this ineasure well know that
io tell him, thôugh it mav- fot bu a ver eom- tbey are acting ln opposition to tbeir own cou-
fortable pieee of information for him ta bear victions of the existing féellng throùghout the
in his remembrance, that Scotchmen every- Province. In several eounties publie mnet.
where are like the guarded emblen of their ings hâve been held wbich have been attended,
never-conquered land, and are ever ready to not by men of oie party, but bv men repre-
meet the fe rho wantonly would tread upon or sentIng every political class; abu no usan eau
rudely. toue' the foliage or the flower of their be ignorant of the seotiment which those gen-
freedon. îhear.) They will not be Scotehmen oral gatherings enunciated. The opinions. and
., ' i . v wishes of other.counties have also lu other
if, when he agaim ventures t approach them, modes been unmistakeably expressed. , It is,
ho dues uat feel the thrust of their idignation therefore, tyranuleal, wrong and unjusb in the
piercing the very marrow of hs pohtical ex extreme, with that conviction on the minds of
istence. members, to refuse the people, the ordinary

I now corne, sir, to the gist of the amènd- right of passliq on a measure that Is -to affect
ment-the constitutional question, as It bas them and cbildren forever. , What ls the end
been called; and let me ask if this ts a subject and object of government bat the happiness
in tte consideration of which we are to bé met and welfare of the people? Goveruments are
wIth an objection, what 1 cannot but call a not institutions created for the purpose of ham-
constitutional quibble? We have been repea- peringu few officialis, but to entame the inter-
tedly and vauntingly told that we bave shown ests and promote the prospérity of the coun-
no precédent that would jusify the House ln try lu entire subordination to the well under.
adopting the amendment I have had théhonor stood wishes of thé people. Is this measure,
to propose. To this quibble, sir, I offer in re- regarded lu that aspect, lu the least degree
plythes kantial précèdent ofeommon sense. likely to secure that much deslréd end? Mr.
t will be .ne enough when these expounders Speaker, I have from the outset of this debate

of cons¶iational law furnieh me with a state purposely abstained from.going into the gener-
of'things similar to that exlsting lu relation ai question pf Conféderation, the resolution I
to this quesion-it willt, , Saybe time enough have submitted affirms the one grand princi-
to producethe nowimpossible precedent. Sir, ple that the question should Dot be decided
the question of Conféderation le upon us-lt is until the people are heard upon It at the poils.
widely regarded as a new and unprecedented I m havé pointed ont many inongrul-
mnalady, endangeringthe entire body politic,- ties and unsound ad unjost provisions, and
and how isitto bemet? It msbdalt wthmany others likely to produce disseutions in
ont of the usual course,-no ordinary applica- the dominion about to be erected, but
tions would be reasonable or wise; It urgently I have preferrqd confinlngmyself to the simple
demands the freest treatment, and no treat- but sound princIple of appealing firet to the
ment seeme to me more prudentor consonant people of thîs countri to ask them, the sov-
with wisdom thtan the one which I propose lu erelgn people as I wIll cati them, whether they
the amendment. This branch of the Legisla- 'will bave tbis Union-thisDominion-or niot?
ture must, according to the principles of its con- I cannaI close, however, and résumé my seat
stîcution, terminate is existence ln the course without this single observation. The Govern-
of a very few weeks. Every member of this meunt are u ta pase, or expot ère lung to
House will then be called on to meet his con- see enaeted btis measu or f U enion. When
stituents lace to face. What,I ask,eveninre- passed acnd euafted will I ée worth thé paper
férenceto thé position and prospects of the on which it I printed If the minds an the
ministration itself, eau possibly transpire l)é- hearts of the people do not endorse it. Ie it
tween the present perlod and thé period oif merely a stretch of the Imagination to fancy
that inévitable election to Induce the Govern- a majority returned ln opposition to the
ment tooppose the postponement of the ques- principles of the bill,-mav we not justly %n-
tion until th",? ticipate that contingency? And wbat thèn?

I must not be undarstood as wishing to Why of course that there will be an agitation
take the final decision of the question out of wide and violent for the repeal df this union.
the hands of the Leginlature, but lot the mat- In what temper and under what pledge wlil
ter remnain as it la, let the public business go the represen'atives of the people come from
on to completion, and after that Is done lot the the polls? by a large majority this house,
people as ie customary and couetitutional re- or the bouse to succeed ir will be composed
cort their votes, and let the r3sult of that élec- of the meh opposed to donfederation. Do
tion b their deciéion of this question. - If fa- you suppose, air, that the sense of wrong
vorable let it finaliy incorporated loto law and ltjustice nill se taon be effaced from
whet our successort come here. There ls and their heirts and memories? No the seame co-
there can be no otber question pending In the victions that operate now will operate then
country of greter inpor'auce than this, and I with tenfold force, and lamentable will be the
assert that the electors are intelligent enouth condition of dlisorder and confusion in whih
to decide it on its own merite. With their ver- public matters wili then be involved. It le
dict I shall be satisfied. This is no eudden im- surely more than wise to avoid this almost
pulse wi! n me-this is no factious view. From certain consummnuation. 1 ask the bouse to
the first moment that the question of union consider its position and Its duty lu ihat view.
'was mooted I have given expression to the This argumentl feel shoald operatéefavorably
samie unchangeable sentiment-and lu doing upon the vote to-night. t couclude, sir, with
so I of course advocated a proceeding that the hope, sincere and ardent, that the courue


