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“ Hear him ! cried Lizzie.
Tt will not vain.  Tam a weather prophet,
you hnow,” said Dawscn, ¢ I promise yeu we

ghall have a charminyg day.”
H. BROWN,
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NEST BUILDING AND BIRD-SONG.

Probably of all uests builded by birds in
this locality, the most unique is tab of the
It is nbout five inches in cir-

humning-bird.
cumference and just one and a half deep on
the vntside, and is fashicned of the softest of
white stufl appavently the floss of the poplar,
while over it all is ingenicusly laid fine bits of
fawn and pale green lichen so that it is a
marvellous imitatien of the bark of the Lranch
whereon it 1ests, and for this reason it is dif-
ficult to distinguish it from a knot of the tree,
fastened too as it is close on the limb with not
a small brauch on any side for support.  Over
the lichen is spun an invisible veil, fine like a
very fine cobweb, and theve isabout it a wum
odor like old wool or iy moss.  In this nest
just two pale tiny cggs ate Jaid, aud irdeed
there would scarce Le room for another, so
small is the soft hollow,

Another intcresting nest is that of the wild
canary, A enug cne has bean built yearly
durirg the last five years in the hemt of a
blussoming Lush here «n the hillside ; each
tinie in the same cluster of twigs, the old one
having been removed every season direetly
after the young birds had flown.  This nest is
cemposed of bits of wool, Hoss, white cotton
thread and grey wasses, and hefore or about
the time the first egy has heen laid, along
comes a lazy cuckoo, sliding noiselessly, thief-
Tike, frombough to bough, snd depositing in
this nest a brown-speckled ¢gy twice the size
of the canary. Then when latching-time
arrives and the young birds appear and grow
»lintle, the young cuckoo, ingrate that it s,
117)1,5 about and with its strong wings turns out
of their home to perish the offspring of the
swect yollow bird.  Kvery year Thave watched
fhis nest and takeu from it the objectionable
tg ;, and one year Ifound a second one, after
the canaries had deserted the nest, imhedded
nthe gresses and weol, it Laving Yecn laid
of course before the completion of the nest,
and thus covered over, it had remained un-
harned during ihe rearing of the yellow
brood.

This year, just as the canary had fashioned
a fine nest in the old place, a wild wind came
out of the south and tore it away, so I doubt
if the bird will ever build there again.  How
wonderful ! this building of nests year after
year in the same spot, this memory of hirds,
inasmuch as there is such a vast trvact of
country whercin to go astray and so countless
a number of trees to mislead. A few years
ago, along the bay shore a phoebe built its nest
in a robin’s nest of the preceding summer.
The following year the 1obins arrived first ard
placed their nest on the two old ones, and
again the next year tl:ic } hoebes were lords of
the tower, and so they buildud alternately
until six or seven nests were piled one on
the other, when the spob was fersaken for o
new site.

Toubtless the most comfortable of nests
is the swirging nest of the wvicle. Nairow
and deep, and woven of soft, light colored
material, it is fastened to the drooping hcughs
of scme tall elin, out of the 1each of the small
Loy, and in it the nother birds sits and swings
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through the hot summer days, the winds sing.
ing to herin fair weather, no harm molesting
when storm is abroad, for the nest is builded
and hung so deftly, that the entrance is pro-
tected against the sky out of which the sum-
mer storms come.

For us the oriole has sung his Jast song this
year, because the autumn has no food for him
and he has gone south again, not so much, it is
believed, to avoid the ecold as to tind good
feeding fields for the winter. What sonys
he sang when the apple-trees were in flower !
His brilliant orange and black plumage al]
aglow against the pink and white blossows.
Then were the orchards merry with his musie,
for he hunted them the day long for food. We
used to whistle sometimes, at best a poor
imitation of his singing, yct he answered
1t'is interesting, the study of bird-song and of
birds’ perception of musical sounds.  Many
times in the summer when there is music in
the house, mocking-birds come ahout the open
windows and struggle on through broken song
in a mad endeavour to follow the notes of the
instrument. (to out iuto any large garden
after sunset when the mecking-birds and other
singers are silent. Whistle some light air, and
prescutly the shadows will be full of gong, and
it is goud to feel you thus have power to make
hirds sing. Then, tco, on a grey moining even
a loon will answer you out of the mist if you
imitate its note, though not, T fancy, because
of any inspiration of music like that which
whistling possesses for other birds— rather in
all probability, it takes you for its mate and
gives call for eall.

HELFN M. MERRILL.

THE CRITIC.

Professor Goldwin Smith’s * politieal out-
line 7 of the United States from their discovery
in 1492to the Geneva Award in 1871, published

sthe other day, is o work which deserves and
demands no little notice.  Within the compass
of some three hundred octavo pages, the
author has succceded in compressiug what no
other historian of the United States has yet
attempted to do—perhaps it might with safety
be said, what no other historian of the United
States has yet been capable of doing. Perhaps
no other historian has been so singularly fitted
to do it.  For, to say nothing of the intellec-
tual endowments of the sometime Professor of
modern history at Oxford, of his remarkable
grasp of large masses of facts, and his keen
historic sense, no one has seen and known so
much at once of the political England of the
last half ventury, from whose tceming womb
the United States issued, and of the c¢hild,
now full-grown, to which that England gave
birth. He wag present with observant eye and
active pen during the tremendous crisis when
the question of Secession was being debated
both by tengue and sword, and from that date
to this, has, as many published articles show,
made a study of the political and social growth
of our neighbours.  The results of such study
are apparent in ‘‘the United States: an out-
line of political history,” and for once and for
the first time we have before us, in bird’s eye
view, an unprejudiced account of the political
growth of a nation whese historians hitherto
have seemed incapable of writing without bjas.
Professor Smith's friendship for the United
Statesis well-known : he has everywherc there
both as speaker and writer, been received with,
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